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Lunof, 25 " die Aprilis, 1836 . 



Ordered, That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the Duties, Salaries 
and Fees of the Officers paid by Counties in Ireland, and into the Presentments compulsory 
on Grand Juries there, and to report their Opinion thereon; and whether any and what 
Regulations may be adopted to diminish the pressure of the County Cess on the Occu- 
piers of Land in Ireland. 

And a Committee was accordingly appointed, of — 



Sir Robert Ferguson. 

Lord Viscount Morpeth. 
Mr. More O’Ferrali. 

Lord Viscount Ebrington. 
Mr. Vesey. 

Lord Viscount Acheson. 
Mr. Plunkett. 

Mr. Evelyn Denison. 



Mr. Attorney General for Ireland. 
Captain Jones. 

Mr. Fitzstephen French. 

Mr. Longfield. 

Sir Richard Musgrave. 

Sir Edmond Hayes. 

Mr. Jcphson. 



Ordered, That the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers and Records. 



Ordered, That Five be the Quorum of the Committee. 



Veneris, 13 “ die Mail, 1 836 . 

Ordered, That Mr. Attorney General for Ireland be excused from further attendance on 
the Committee. 

Ordered, That Lord Viscount Clements be added to the Committee. 



Jovis, 4 * die Augusti, \ 836 . 

Ordered, That the Committee have power to report the Minutes of the Evidence taken 
before them to The House. 



THE REPORT - - - - 

PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEE 
ABSTRACTS - - - - 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 



THE APPENDIX p. 

INDEX p. [163 
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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the Duties, 
Salaries and Fees of the Officers paid by Counties in Ireland^ and 
into the Presentments compulsory on Grand Juries there, and to 
report their Opinion thereon, and whether any and what Regulations may 
be adopted to diminish the pressure of the County Cess on the Occupiers 
of Land in Ireland; and to whom several Petitions were referred; and 
who were empowered to report the Minutes of the Evidence taken 

before them to The House: Have examined the Matters to them 

referred ; and have agreed to the following REPORT: 

T he Duties of the Officers paid by the Counties in Ireland will be found fully 
detailed in the Evidence. It is necessary merely to state here, that the 
Treasurer is bound to applet, according to the County Book, the amount to be 
levied as County Cess, and to make out his warrants to the collectors, to have 
an office for the receipt of the levy, and for the payment of all sums discharged 
by the Court, to account on oath in open court, and to receive from the Clerk of 
the Crow n, and publish the list of the Presentments. 

T he Clerk of the Crown prepares the indictments for the Assizes, has the custody 
of the criminal and fiscal records of the county, attends the Judge in court during 
the Assizes, reads aloud in court the list of the Presentments, of which he gives 
a certified copy to the Treasurer, and is bound to keep an office in the county for 
the receipt of the examinations, &c. from the Magistrates, for the Assizes. 

The Clerk of the Peace prepares the indictments for the Quarter Sessions, has 
charge of many of the county records, and the books and lists of registered voters 
attends the registration of freeholders and the criminal court at the Quarter 
Sessions, acts as registrar to the Assistant Barristers’ Court in civil business, and 
keeps an office for the receipt of examinations, &c. from the Magistrates, for the 
Sessions. 

The Secretary to the Grand Jury is bound to keep an office in order to receive 
all notices for presentments, or payments for work done, arranges these applications 
for the special Road Sessions, has them printed and distributed, and attends both 
at the Special and Adjourned Sessions, and at the meeting of the Grand Jury for 
the consideration of these applications. 

A Board of Superintendence, appointed by the Grand Jury, has the control over 
the county prison ; and under it the Local Inspector, the Chaplains, the Medical 
Officers, the Governor and Turnkeys are responsible for ihe state of the gaol. 
One of the Inspectors General of Prisons, appointed by the Government, and^id 
by a salary from the Consolidated Fund, visits the prisons once a year, for which 
a sum of £.20 is paid him by each County. 

^ The Board of Superintendence of County Charities is likewise nominated by the 
Grand Jury, but has no paid officers. ^ 

T he Coroner is entrusted with the holding of inquests. 

The County Surveyor is appointed by the Lord Lieutenant, after examination 
by a board of civil engineers ; he is paid by the County, and his duties consist in 
ascertaining the necessity of the repairs or new works sought for, in preparing the 
plans and specifications of such as are approved, in inspecting the works during 
their progress, and in granting certificates of their due execution, in order that the 
contractors may receive their money. 

In reference to their salaries, county officers may be divided into two classes viz 
those paid an amount fixed by Act of Parliament; and those whose salaries are 
not so fixed. 

Those in the first class are, the Treasurer, the Clerk of the Crown, the Clerk of 
the Peace, the Secretary of the Grand Jury, the Sheriff, the Inspector General of 
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Prisons, and the Judges’ and Assistant Barristers’ Criers. Their Salaries have been 
fixed in classes proportioned to the size and population of the counties ; and while 
the cess-payers, on the one hand, complain that the rate of salary fixed is consi- 
derably higher than that for which most efficient persons could be procured to 
perform their offices, and that they have no power of reducing their salaries in case 
of any diminution of the business (as by the transfer of the Excise cases and 
assaults from the Assizes and Sessions to the summary adjudication of Magistrates) ; 
the officers, on the other hand, complain that there is no power of remunerating them 
for additional duties thrown on them by recent Acts of Parliament, and occa- 
sioned by the great demand for returns from the Houses of Parliament and the 
Government. 

Your Committee feel it their duty to remark, that though the words employed 
in the Acts above quoted seem to have been selected with great care to mark that 
no further remuneration should be made to these officers by the Counties, yet it will 
be seen by the returns called for, and inserted in the Appendix, that these salaries 
are in many cases increased by grants for rents of offices to treasurers and 
secretaries, by the fees on orders to prosecutors, on road traverses, and on applica- 
tion for remuneration for malicious injury or burning (which are all paid by the 
County, either directly or indirectly), to the Clerk of the Crown and Judge's Crier; 
and by presentments for registering arms, making out lists of notices for registration, 
or precepts, or jurors’ lists, attending tithe sessions, &c. to the Clerk of the Peace. 
TREASURER. 

On examining the Returns from the Treasurers, it will be seen that the sums in 
their hands vary very considerably, and that the security which they have given does 
not, in most cases, equal the sum which they had in their hands previous to the 
commencement of their payments at the last Spring Assizes, 

The difference of duties to be performed, and the amount of balances which are 
sometimes left in the hands of the County Treasurer, render it difficult to ascertain 
both what is and what ought to be his remuneration; but in all cases it appears 
advisable that he should be paid by salary, rather than by the amount of balances 
left in his possession. 

It has been suggested that a bank might perform all the functions of the Treasu- 
rer, and Your Committee are of opinion that the legal obstacles which prevent the 
selection of a bank should be removed, leaving it optional with the County to employ 
either a bank or a Treasurer, and to present such salary as they may think tit, not 
exceeding the amount at present paid. 

They are of opinion, that if the Bank of Ireland, or any bank entrusted with the 
receipt of the Government revenue, were selected to perform the functions of Trea- 
surer, it may not be necessary to require any security; but that in every case where 
an individual or any other bank were chosen, they should be required to find ample 
security, and that some means should be adopted to enforce a periodical exami- 
nation into the continued solvency and responsibility of the sureties of the 
Treasurer. 

It has also been suggested, that in some counties it may be desirable to unite the 
offices of Treasurer and Collector, and Your Committee see no objection to this 
power being granted, particularly as it is at present in force in some of the coun- 
ties of cities and towns. 

Your Committee do not contemplate interfering with the present Treasurers, but 
recommend that the Counties may be empowered to make these arrangements as 
vacancies occur. 

Your Committee condemn the practice which appears to prevail extensively, con- 
trary to the provisions of the 7 Geo. IV. c. 49, of the Treasurer retaining in his 
hands for some time the instalments due to the Government, which had been levied 
off the County, and consider the Government bound to take effectual steps to 
enforce regular payment. 

CLERKS OF THE CROWN AND PEACE. 

All the Witnesses examined before Your Committee on this head, have concurred 
in the expediency of uniting the Offices of Clerk of the Crown and Peace, and 
Your Committee strongly recommend such union to the immediate attention of 
the Legislature, with a view to its being carried into effect with as little delay as 
practicable. 

Yc-ur Committee advise that the duties of this united office shall be strictly per- 
formed, as far as may be possible, in person ; that no appointment of a deputy, 

acting 
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acting permanently as an assistant to the principal, shall take place w ithout tlie con- 
currence of the Assistant Barrister and Magistrates at Sessions. 

Your Committee consider that this Officer should be resident in the county, and 
be paid partly by salary and partly by fees ; but that in every case the fees should 
be distinctly ascertained, so that the whole of his remuneration may be regulated in 
proportion to the duties to be performed. 

SECRETARY OF GRANT) JURY. 

In some of the Returns called for of late years, and more particularly in those 
sent in by the Secretaries of Grand Juries, Your Committee find fees charged in 
some counties on a particular description of business which are not charged in 
others, and frequently different rates of fees on the same description of business ; 
in one county they find the fees on tenders and specifications paid to the Secretary 
varying from 6d. to 7^., though for preparing these specifications an ample salary is 
paid to the County Surveyor. 

Your Committee therefore recommend that there should be a fixed and uniform 
table of fees printed and hung up in each office; that the fees of the Secretary 
should be considerably reduced; and if it be considered necessary that further 
remuneration should be given to this class of officer, that it shall be done by 
salary; but Your Committee trust that the attention of the Legislature will be 
turned to the simplification of the duties of this Office. 

THE SHERIFFS, &c. 

The Under Sheriff and the Criers at Assizes and Sessions receive annual salaries, 
which vary according to the size of the county, for their attendance in court, and 
should not claim any fees paid directly or indirectly by the counties. 

THE INSPECTORS GENERAL OF PRISONS. 

The visit of the Inspector General of Prisons seems to be of no further use than 
to ascertain that there is an uniformity of practice and accounts in the county prisons, 
that there is a compliance with the Acts relative to certain returns and duties, and 
to enable him to prepare his Annual Report to Parliament and the Government. 
Your Committee recommend, that as no payment is made to these Officers by the 
Counties in England, in like manner the whole expense in Ireland should be borne by 
the Consolidate Fund. 

The second class consists of the Officers employed in the Gaols ; the Coroners, 
the County Surveyors, and the Inspectors of Weights and Measures. 

THE GAOLS. 

The Boards of Superintendence of Gaols have been found to answer so admirably 
both for the introduction of improved discipline and economy, that we recommend 
that the Bridewells should be placed under them, and the appointment of the Offi- 
cers of Gaols and Bridewells be given to them. 

The CoKONEii appears in general to be very inadequately remunerated, and the 
qualification required is such as to render it nearly impossible to procure proper 
persons as vacancies occur. 

THE COUNTY SURVEYOR. 

Every Witness agrees that it is quite impracticable for tbis officer fully to execute 
his duty, even in the smallest county, and that it is absolutely necessary that some 
change should be made. It is suggested that he should have the power of 
appointing Assistants, for whom he is to be responsible, and who are to be paid by 
the County at the discretion of the Grand Jury. Your Committee recommend 
this as a trial, though they are deeply convinced that the County Rate never can be 
as economically administered as by those who pay it, and regret to perceive that the 
magistrates and cess-payers do not give the same attention to the roads as previous 
to the passing of the last Act. 

COMPULSORY PRESENTMENTS. 

Yoi.r Committee have ascertained that Grand Juries in Ireland give a merely 
formal astent to the levy of a large part of the sums presented as County Cess, 
and have no control over the expenditure of them, as thev are raised either as 
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salaries fixed by Act of Parliament, or under the certificate and by the or<ler of 
the Privy Council in Ireland ; and that the public feeling which has been excited 
by the increased assessment thus imposed, and the loud complaints made of and 
to Grand Juries, render it necessary to examine minutely into the rise and 
progress of this system of compulsory assessment, which is of recent date. 

The Committee believe that the following will be found a correct list of the 
compulsory Presentments. 

Jhe first is for the salary of the Treasurer, who was formerly remunerated by 
a small annual salary, an allowance for applotting, and by the use of the balance in 
bis hands. In 1796 the Grand Jury were empowered to call upon the Treasurer 
for security to any amount they deemed requisite, provided they presented to him 
104 . per cent, on such amount ; and in 1823 a fixed annual salary was given, and 
the amount of security, generally, much reduced. 

The Clerk of the Crown, the Clerk of the Peace, the Sheriff, the Gaoler and 
the Crier were formerly paid by small salaries and large fees; and in 1800 the 
counties were required to present the amount of fees accruing to them from 
persons acquitted, or too poor to pay ; and as much dissatisfaction arose from this 
arrangement, a fixed annual salary was substituted in 182'’. 

In 1814 the Peace Preservation Force was introduceii :'’this bodj was appointed 
by the Government, and a portion of the expense attending it was levied off the 
County, on the accounts being verified on oath in open court; in 1822 the Con- 
stabulary were substituted for them ; but until the passing of the Act of this 
Session, the only document laid before the County in the case of the Constabulary 
was the certificate of the Privy Council. ^ 

^ A stronger proof can scarcely be given of the necessity of producing the accounts 
in open Court, than the short statement which will be found in the evidence relative 
to the demand on the county of Donegal. If the investigation of those accounts 
hud been confined merely to an examination whether there were proper vouchers 
for the expenditure, and whether the receipts agreed with the daily pay bills, those 
frauijs-might have escaped detection. 

Your Committee feel convinced that the recent alteration iti the law, by which 
the Constabulary Accounts will be submitted to the Countv authorities, will add 
much to the popularity and efficiency of that force. 

In 1815 the Judge of Assize was empowered to order that the expenses of poor 
prosecutors and witnesses should be paid by the Counties, and this power was in 1 830 
further extended to cases prosecuted by the Crown Solicitor; in 1815, also the 
expense of the removal of convicts to' the port of embarkation was paid by the 
County. 

As the expense of prosecutors and witnesses has been so recently placed on the 
Irish Counties, and as the expense of the removal of convicts to the port of 
embarkation is now provided frorn the public funds in England, Your Committee 
trust that in Ireland the Counties will soon be relieved from such burthens' 
and they cordially concur in the recommendation of the Select Committee oti 
County Rates in the House of Lords, that the same principle should be applied to 
the supporting in gaol persons convicted of oftences against the Excise Laws, and 
are of opinion that all such charges should be defrayed out of the revenue of the 
department whose laws are broken. 

In 181S the Lord Lieutenant was empowered to appoint Boards of Health in 
cases of contagious disease. The same Act authorized the levy of money for 
Fever Hospitals and Dispensaries, which, though the presentments are not in all cases 
compulsory, draw heavily on the County purse; and by an Act passed in 1832 
Boards of Health may be appointed in cases of expected contagious disease. ’ 

Very great complaints have been made as to the amount expended by the Boards 
of Health ; and Your Committee are of opinion, that it would be much better 
that all sums required for tile relief of the Poor, in cases of severe visitation 
should be expended under the direction of officers of health, selected bv the 
parishioners. 

Your Committee recommend that the powers of the Board for the superintendence 
ot County Chanties be increased, and that the Fever Hospitals and Dispensaries 
be required to send to it at stated periods, previous to the Sessions or Assizes 
copies of their accounts for inspection and examination. ’ 

In 1820 the Lord Lieutenant was empowered to order the buildino of District 
Lunatic Asylums, and to direct a levy for that purpose, and for the support of the 
patients, to be raised oft the Counties, without giving power to the Grand Juries to 

examine 
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examine into and control the expenditure, either as regards the construction or 
repairs of the building, or the maintenance of the patients. 

The District Lunatic Asylums have been built under the sole direction of the 
Government, and with regard to the original expenditure on their erection, there 
seems to us to have been an error productive of much expense, as many small 
asylums have been erected in preference to a few large ones. Between the years ' 
1825 and 1835 nine District Lunatic Asylums have been opened, at a cost of very 
nearly 210,000/. for 9S0 patients ; and Your Committee, on examining the amount 
expended on building, find that the two large Asylums for containing 150 patients 
each, cost, on an average, 23,850/. each, or about 159/. for each patient; the five 
next in size, for 104 patients each, cost, on an average, £.20,68(1 each, or about 
£. 199 for each patient ; while the Clonmel Asylum, for 60 patients, cost £. 14,01 9, 
or about £. 233 for each patient. It has already been found necessary to increase 
the accommodation; in the asylums built for the reception of 980 patients, there 
weie confined no less than 1,121 on the 3iBt ^f March 183,^, though some of them 
were but just opened. Almost all have either added largely to their accommodation, 
or are preparing to do so in order to provide for the numerous claims of admission. 

This mistake has also added greatly to the annual expenditure, by increasing the 
number of principal officers, whose salaries, where the asylum is small, form a very 
considerable part of the whole annual expense, and the average amount per patient 
is necessarily high ; but in a very extensive asylum, the average per patient is small, 
and handsome salaries may consequently be more properly allowed ; 300 or 400 
patients may l>e advantageously placed in one asylum, and as there is little to be 
apprehended for the patients from the motion and danger of removal, and not the 
same constant change ot patients, the distance which the sufferer may be brought 
does not furnish an argument of the same force as in the case of County Hospitals. 

The Committee did not enter into an examination of these establishments, as 
they had hoped that the Medical Report of the Irish Poor Commissioners 
would have been published before they were ready to report to the House ; but 
from the returns laid before them they regret to perceive that there seems but. litlle 
superintendence over these establishments by the Board in Dublin, if it still exist, 
nor can they trace any analogy between die amount of salary payable to the Manager 
and the size of the asylum. For many years the ^Manager of the Carlow Asylu°m, 
which contained the smallest number of patients, received the highest salary, while 
the Manager and Matron in Clonmel, Carlow and Waterford receive at present 
more than the same officers in Limerick ; and Your Committee conceive there 
could be brought forward no stronger proof of the necessity of some controlling 
power 00 the part of the counties who support these establishments, than the above 
short statement of the disproportion between the cost of their building, the salaries 
of their officers and the accommodation they are calculated to afford. 

In 1826 the Grand Juries were required to present all sums necessary for the 
valuation of the lands and tenements within their respective counties, which valuation 
was conducted under the authority of the Lord Lieutenant ; and the Grand Jury 
have neither control nor power of revision of the accounts. 

The County Cess bears with most unequal pressure on different parts of the 
same county, and seems in almost all cases (with the exception of Cork, London- 
derry and a part of Tyrone) to be raised according to an ancient scale or key, 
without any reference to the present value of the land. 

A detailed account will be found in Mr. Griffith’s Evidence of the progress of 
the new valuation, based on the Ordnance Survey, and conducted by him as Chief 
Commissioner, under the order of the Lord Lieutenant. Your Committee have 
recommended the immediate introduction of an Act to enable the Lord Lieutenant 
to simplify the general details, to exclude houses under £. 5 annual value from the 
valuation, as their insertion had been found to prevent the improvement of farm- 
houses, and to lay a statement of the progress of the valuation and of the accounts 
thereof periodically before the Grand Jury. 

Your Committee trust that the Chief Commissioner will make every exertion to 
diminish the expense, bearing in mind at the same time the anxious desire of the 
Country for the speedy completion of this work; and that such reductions may be 
carried into effect as will bring the cost of this valuation more nearly within the 
limits of that contemplated in the Report on County Rates in England. 

Your Committee look forward to an early extension of this valuation to the 
County of the Town of Drogheda, as likely to relieve that district from some of the 
grievances of which the Petition of the inhabitants complains. 
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4 4-e- 99- In 1823 the half of the expense of the Tithe Composition Valuation was placed 

3 4 . 4.C. 100. Qjj j-jjg Parish, and by a more recent statute, it has been thrown on the County at 

large; whilst in the English Tithe Bill the expenses of the Commissioners are pro- 
vided for from the Consolidated Fund. Should any further proceedings of that 
nature be necessary, Your Committee trust that the same relief mav be <nven to 
Ireland. “ ° 

5 & 6 W. 4. c. 68. The annual Act for defraying the expense of the Militia Staff requires that the 
* & 3 W. 4. c. fs8. Counties should pay for their lodging, not exceeding £.50 annually; in 1833 the 
3&4W. 4. c. 91. expense of much additional printing connected with the registration, and in the 

succeeding year, of printing jurors’ lists, &c. was placed on the county. 

Your Committee concur in the recommendation of the Select Committee 00 
County Rates in England in 1834, that the whole expense of the Militia Establish- 
ment ought to be defrayed by the Government, and no longer by the several 
Counties; and likewise that it should not be imperative on the Counties to print 
annually the register of electors, which will amount to a very serious sum, if the 
registration be annual as in England; that a fair sum should be fixed, at which 
each copy might be charged when demanded ; but that it should not be obligatory 
on the Clerks of the Peace to write out or print copies thereof, until the same be 
actually demanded and paid for. 

4&5W. 4.C.49. la 1 834 the expense of the copies of the weights and measures was placed on 
the county, and a subsequent Act empowered the Grand Jury to give salaries to 
the Inspectors. 

1&2 W. 4. c. 33. In 1831 the Commissioners of Public Works were empowered to make the 
counties responsible for the finishing of new roads, in cases in which they had given 
a grant of a part of the expense, and in which the outlay had exceeded the esti- 
mate; and also for the repairs of certain roads which had been previously placed 
4&5W. 4. C.51. under the Board of Inland Navigation; in 1834 they were empowered, upon the 
application of the Post Office, to employ the County Surveyor to repair the mail- 
coach roads; and in 1834, when a bridge was supposed to be required between 
two counties, and the Grand Jury of either applied for it by memorial to the Lord 
Lieutenant, he was empowered to appoint Commissioners to ascertain the necessity 
of the work, and the portion of the expense to be borne respectively by the several 
adjacent counties. ^ 

Your Committee are of opinion that, in all cases where these Commissioners 
undertake the execution of public works, to be paid for in part by county money, 
and partly by grant, that the counties should not be liable to make good any de- 
ficiency in the estimate. It must be remembered that it is not obligatory on the 
Commissioners to undertake the execution of any such work, and when the county 
undertakes it, they have, by withholding the advance or part of the grant, sufficient 
power to oblige the contractor to execute the work properly. Yonr Committee 
see no reason why the roads placed under the Commissioners, as succeeding the 
Navigation Board, should not be placed under the county authorities (particularly 
as there are serious complaints of the expense incurred for their maintenance) ; nor 
why a separate payment should be made to the County Surveyor for superintend- 
ing the repair of these roads. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that if it be necessary to vest in the Commis- 
sioners a power to repair the mail-coach roads, a notice of such repairs should in all 
cases be given to the Magistrates of the nearest Petty Sessions. 

In arranging this list, the Committee have not considered as comina within the 
strict line of compulsory assessment, those presentments which had been applied 
for by a previous Grand Jury; such as building gaols or advances for public 
roads, though the instalments are certainly compulsory on succeeding Grand 
Juries. ® 

A very general impression seems to prevail that the compulsory presentments 
have been much increased under the last Grand Jury Bill; such is not the case 
their increase is occasioned by an increased expenditure arisino- out of the Acts 
above quoted. “ 

It is not easy to ascertain the amount levied off the Counties in Ireland for the 
salaries, establishments and compulsory presentments. 

Mr. Griffith, in his evidence before the Select Committee on Irish Tithes, states 
the amount levied for Grand Jury purposes at £. 860,61 3,* on the average* of the 

years 



• So in Evidence ; but the addition makes £. 840,712. 
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years 1830 and 1831, which he divides thus, from returns from the Treasurers of 
Counties : — 



On public roads and bridges levied on County - - - 

Oq public roads levied on Barony - _ _ - - 


£. 

83,045 

273434 


Totauou Roads and Bridges, about two-fifths - £. 


356479 


Public EstablisbmentB : 

Officers’ Salaries, &c. _ - - . _ £.331,414 

Constabulary expenses ----- 120,081 

Government instalments ----- 32,738 


464433 




£. 


840,713 



The sum levied in 1834 exceeded £.1,008,000; and when Your Committee 
take into consideration that, in addition to the suras staled by Mr. Griffith, there 
were levied in that year £.11,100 for salaries of County Surveyors, £.26,200 for the 
support of lunatics, £.30,000 for the Constabulary and Peace Preservation force, 
£.15,000 instalments for the building of lunatic asylums, and a large portion, at 
least, of the £. 20,000 advanced for the repair of the mail-coach roads, they are of 
opinion that the compulsory presentments have advanced at least in the same 
relative proportion as the expenditure on the roads, and that this class of present- 
ments calls most urgently for reduction. 

Your Committee cannot conclude their Report without noticing the frequent 
inaccuracies in the Returns to Parliamentary Orders from Ireland ; they beg at the 
same time to suggest, that in all cases where returns not specifically described in 
Acts already passed, are required by Parliament, or by Government, provision 
should be made for defraying the expense of procuring the same out of the public 
revenue. 



527. 



b 



PROCEEDINGS 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 



, Members Present. 

Fcffem, 290 die ApriliSfiS^Q. 



Sir Robert 

Mr. More OTerrall. 

Mr. French. 

Sir Edmond Hayes. 

Mr. JepbsoQ. 



Ferguson in the Chair. 

Mr. Longfield. 
Mr. Plunkett. 
Mr. Vesey. 



Veneris, 20® die Mail, 1836. 



Sir Robert Ferguson. 
Lord Viscount Acheson. 
Lord Viscount Clements, 
Mr. Evelyn Denison. 



Captain Jones. 

Mr. French. 

Lord Viscount Morpeth. 



Veneris, 8° die Julii, 1836. 



Sir Robert Ferguson. 
Lord Viscount Clements. 
Mr. French. 

Captain Jones. 



Mr. Jephson. 
Mr. Longfield. 
Mr. Plunkett. 



Mercurii, 13“ die Julii, 1836. 



Sir Robert Ferguson. 

Lord Viscount Clements. 
I..ord Viscount Ebrington. 
Mr. French. 



Captain Jones. 
Mr. Plankett. 
Mr. Vesey. 



Veneris, 15° die Julii, 1836. 

Sir Robert Ferguson. I Mr. Plunkett. 

Lord Viscount Ebrington. Mr. Vesey. 

Captain Jones. | 
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ON COUNTY CESS (IRELAND). 



ABSTRACTS of RETURNS fiom Theasdrehs of Counties, Clerks of the Crown, Clerks 
of the Peace, Secretaries of Grand Juries, and County Surveyors; and also relative to 
Inspectors of Weights and Measures. 



ABSTRACT of Returns from Treasurers of Counties. 



COUNTIES, &c. 


NAME 

of 

TREASURER. 


SALARY. 


of 

Security. 


Balance in Iiand 

Payments of 
Lent 18S6. 


Balance in hand 

Payments of 
Lent 1S36. 






£. 




d. 


£. 


£. 




rf. 


£. 




d. 


Antrim 


Alexander Miller - 


369 


4 


8 


8,000 


36,762 


I 


8 




16 


1 


Armagh 


Achcsou St. George 


333 


1 


8 


14,000 


20,189 


4 


- 


6,780 


3 




Carlow 


Thomas Whelan - 


1 184 


12 


4 


8,000 


11,631 


4 


11 






_ 


CarrkkfergiisTowo 


George Spear 


■ 27 


13 


10 


1,000 


42.5 


- 


9 






10 


Cavan 


W. Erskiiie - 


! 323 


1 


8 


14,000 


16,783 17 


3.f 


4,359 


9 




Clare 


Geo. 0 Callighan - 


323 


1 


6 


21,000 


3>,025 


11 


b* 








Cork - 


James Delacour - 


1 553 


16 


10 


50,000 


<^^,955 


1.5 


6^ 


20.68q 


15 


6-f 


Cork City - 


James Lane - 


184 12 


4 


8,000 


10,071 


i8 


3* 








Donegal 


John Bovd - 


369 


4 


8 


33,000 


16,726 


2 


7 






It 


Down 


James Geo. Waddell 


369 


4 


8 


16,000 


33 j 721 


13 


li 




19 




Dublin - 


Arthur Baker 


383 


1 


2 


2,000’’ 














Dublin City 


William Siuylh 


415 


7 


6 










1 






Drogheda Town - 


W. Fairtlough 


73 


lb 


11 


3,000 


697 


2 


Si 


None.- 




Fermanagh 


William Hassard - 


230 


15 


3 


5,000 


'4,494 


10 


7 


3,369 


1 1 


Si 


Galway 


John O'Hara 


369 


4 


8 


1 6,000 


28,244 


7 


-i 








Galway Town 


Richard Adams 


92 


6 


2 


3.000 


6,936 


1 


8 


2,200 


1 


8 


Kerry 


Peter Thompson - 


323 


1 


6 


14,000 


17.795 


8 


2| 




11 






Robert Rawson 


184 


12 


4 


14,000 


12,206 












Kilkenny • 


Redmond Reade • 


230 


'5 


4 


7,000 














Kilkenny City 


Lewis C. Kinchela 


160 


13 


] 1 


6,000 


2,141 


6 


_ 




6 




Kings County 


J. I-. Armstrong - 


230 


J5 


4 


10,000 


12,471 


1 


1 


1.563 


4 


9 


Leitrim 


Francis Nisbett 


200 


- 


_ 


84500 






. 






-i* 


Limerick 


Poole Gabbett 


369 




8 


22,000 


28,287 












L.imenck City 


6. H. Fitzgerald * 






- 


6,000 






10 i 








Londonderry 


Hugh Lyle - 


3f>9 


4 


8 


24,000 


15,446 


13 










Longford 


John Robinson 


184 


12 


4 


8,000 




12 


1 1 






1 


LouUr 


John Straten 


184 12 


4 


12,000 


7.364 


4 


6 


1.041 


17 


3 


Mayo 


William Orme 


369 


4 


8 


18,000 ' 


15,637 


14 


2 


2,468 




2| 


Meath 




323 


1 


K 


6,461 


16,650 


7 


8 






6(‘ 


Monaghan - 


Thomas Montgomery 


323 


I 


6 , 


7,000 


11,576 


5 


8 


1,364 


8 


d'- 


Queen’s County - 


William Kemmis • 


230 


15 


4 


8,000 


12,434 


19 


10 i 


566 


- 




Roscommon 


Arthur French 


323 


1 


6 


7,000 


17,066 


4 


7i 


1,268 


18 


5 


Sligo - 


George Dodwell - 


230 




4 


10,000 


16,604 


2 


9i 


5,487 


6 


7f 


Tipperary - 


Ambrose Lane 


369 


4 


8 


1 6,000 


32,184 




2 






_ 


Tyrone 


A. G. Stuart 


369 


4 


8 


24,000' 














Waterford - 


E. Roberts > 


184 


12 


4 


10,000 


12,288 


16 










Waterford City - 


James Allccck 


92 


6 




2,000 






4i 


164 






Westmeath - 


CuthbertFetheistonH. 


230 


15 




10,000 


io,go2 






696 






Wexford 


John Harvey 


230 


ir> 


4 


1.5,000 




16 


8| 








Wicklow 


John Revell 


1 184 12 


4 


8,000 


13,283 


13 


4 


3,605 


2 


9i 



Observations: 

Note . — In addition to the Salaries here stated, the Treasurers were entitled to £.27. 13. 10. each 
for attending to pay money discharged at each October Sessions; but these Sessions have not 
latterly been held. 

The Securities specified may in many cases be in Irish currency. In soaje cases the Treasurers 
do not seem to include their own securities. 

* £.165. 14. 10 J- due Treasurer. I f Paid by poundage, and no return of 

Balance in Bank of Ireland. | the amonnt. 

* Balance in Bank of Ireland, except £.92. 6. 2. 

** Paid by poundage, not by Salary. 

* The 4th Geo. 4. authorizes a Salary of | 

£. 184. 12. 4. only. 



f Security in Stock. 

*' Ditto - ditto. 

' Appointed since Lent Sessions 1836. 
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REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



ABSTRACT of Rktcriis of Clerks of ihe Crown. 



Antrim . 

Armagh - - . 

•Carlow - 

Carrickfergus Town 
Cavan - • ... 

Clare - 

Cork . . - . 

Cork City ... 

Donegal - 

Down .... 

Dublin .... 

Dublin City ... 

Drogheda Town 

FermaDagh - 

Galway - - - ; 

Galway Town - * j 

Kerry - 

Kildare 

Kilkenny ... 

Kilkenny City 
King’s - 

Leitrim ... 

Limerick ... 

Limerick City 
LondonderryCity& County 
Longford ... 



YEAR 1834 . 

Salary. Emoliinients. Totil. Salary. 

£. d. £. *. d. £. d. £. s. 

169 4 6 138 2 II 507 7 5 369 4 

123 I 6 140 - 1 463 I 7 323 1 

84 12 2 28 4 9 212 16 II 184 12 

23 1 6 6 JO II 29 12 5 23 1 

123 1 6 79 - 2 402 ] 8 323 1 



461 10 g 


ii8 10 - 


580 - 9 


461 10 9 


, 184 12 4 


54 3 10 


238 16 2 


184 12 4 


369 4 7 


132 6 2 


501 10 9 


359 4 7 


369 4 7 


145 4 11 


514 9 6 


369 4 7 


- 


345 16 3 


345 16 3 




• 


330 19 4 


330 19 4 


- 



d. £. s. d. £. s. d. 
6 133 14 3 502 18 9 

6 155 9 - 478 10 6 

2 49 35 5 234 7 7 

6 t 6 - 24 7 6 

6 63 19 - 387 - 6 

6 212 7 8 535 9 2 



230 15 3 168 12 3 399 

369 4 7 184 9 6 553 

73 16 11 14 5 7 88 

323 1 6 283 6 9 606 

184 12 2 53 19 4 238 

*^30 >5 4 192 19 11 423 

73 16 10 14 4 4 88 

230 15 4 130 4 11 361 



• 3*6 19 >> 315 19 1* 

* 338 1 3 338 1 2 

1 25 1 2 71 4 3 

3 91 8 f) 320 3 9 



} 14 1 3^9 4 
3 2 6 73 16 

583 323 1 
3 II 6 184 12 
1 15 3 230 15 
1 1 2 73 16 : 

1 - 3 230 15 

2 6 2 200 - 
? 2 5 369 4 

i i6 II 73 16 ] 
L 16 11 369 4 

i- 13 1 184 12 
i 4 4 184 12 

M 3 4 369 4 
} 6 3 323 1 



323 - - 15G 3 8 479 3 8 323 - 

230 15 4 '*3 9 8 344 5 ~ 230 15 

323 1 5 8 - 441 9 ^ J23 1 

230 15 4 150 16 5 381 u 9 230 15 

3G9 4 7 433 13 3 792 17 10 369 4 

3G9 4 7 207 5 fi 576 10 ] 369 4 

■ 184 12 3 41 2 -,325 14 - 184 12 
73 16 II 5 14 - 79 10 11 73 16 

230 15 4 74 11 4 305 6 8 230 15 

230 15 4 '22 3 10 352 19 2 230 15 

184 12 3 68 16 1 253 8 4 184 12 



6 417 J5 6 740 17 - 

2 41 17 7 226 9 9 

4 182 10 - 413 5 4 

10 16—4 89 17 a 

4 >o6 j 2 337 - 6 

- 100 - - 300 - - 

8 302 2 4 671 7 - 

11 31 1 - 104 17 It 

7 *36 - 3 505 4 10 

4 100 - - 284 12 4 

3 75 >2 10 260 4 1 

7 *45 19 5 515 -4 - 

8 77 9 10 400 11 6 

- 136 18 8 459 18 8 

4 155 3 1 385 18 5 

6 124 IJ 11 447 13 ^ 

4 '48 9 1 379 4 5 

7 428 i6 10 798 1 5 

7 83 *3 3 452 17 10 

3 35 '0 G 220 2 9 

n G - - 79 16 ij 

4 58 19 - 289 ii 4 

4 134 18 6 365 13 10 

3 ?G 14 9 261 7 - 



, 3 ?® the Crown for Carlow receives £.18. 9. 2. additional for rent of an ofiGce. 

I i-L ^,7 '* 0 - additional for rent of an office. 

i The Clerk of the Crown for Queen’s County receives £.18. 9. 2. additional for rent of an office. 
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ON county cess (IRELAND). 



ABSTRACT of Returns from Clerks of the Peace. 



C 0 U N T I F. S, &c. 


YEAR 1834. 


SJ..J. 




ToTiL. 1 




£. 




d. 


£. s. 


ti. 


£. j. 


d. 


Antrim - - - 


369 


4 


8 


287 8 


7 


656 13 


3 


Armagh - 


323 


1 


6 


304 >4 


0 


62^ 16 


4 


Carlow - 


276 18 


5 


64 1 


2 


340 19 


7 


Carrickfergus, Town 


24 


- 


- 


23 4 


6 


47 4 


6 


Cavan - 


323 


1 


6 


186 18 


7 


510 - 


1 


Clare - 


323 


I 


6 


299 6 


9 


622 8 


3 


Cork - - - - 


553 


6 


0 


479 “ 


8 


,033 8 


e 


Cork, City - - - 


230 


15 


4 


112 15 


- 


.343 10 


4 


Donegal _ - . 


369 


4 


7 


123 2 


8 


492 7 


3 


Down - 


369 


4 


7 


285 4 


1 


654 8 


8 


Dublin - 








844 9 


4 


844 9 


4 


Dublin, City* 




_ 




- 




— 




Drogheda, Town - 


4» 


10 


9 


26 - 


- 


67 10 


9 


Fermanagh - 


325 


- 


- 


175 13 


- 


600 13 


- 


Galway - 


369 


4 


7 


211 14 


1 1 


581 19 


6 


Galway, Town 


93 


6 


2 


45 - 


- 


137 6 


2 


Kerry - 


323 




6 


30J 4 


5 


624 5 


SI 


Kildare - 


276 


18 


6 


81 4 


1 


358 2 


7 


Kilkenny ... 


300 


- 


- 


197 12 


8 


497 12 


8 


Kilkenny, City 








22 2 


1 


22 2 


1 


King’s .... 


300 


- 




124 9 


2 


424 9 


2 


Leitrim ... 


288 


9 




85 - 


9k 


375 10 


- 


Limerick ... 


92 






84 1-2 


(5 


176 18 


7i 


Limerick, City 


92 


6 


2 


84 12 


5 


176 18 


7 


Londi)iiderry, City & Co. 


3^9 


4 


7 


204 - 


8 


573 5 


3 


Longford ... 


276 18 


6 


79 »7 


7 


356 16 


] 


Louth .... 


276 18 


6 


147 4 


6 


424 2 


11 


Mayo .... 


364 


4 


7 


>97 3 


- 


561 7 


7 


Meath .... 


323 


1 


8 


182 3 


6 


505 5 


2 


Monaghan - - . 


333 


- 


- 


249 9 


iO 


582 9 


10 


Queen’s ... 


300 


- 


- 


146 10 


6 


446 10 


6 


Roscommon - - - 


323 


1 


6 


152 14 


- 


475 15 




Sligo - . . . 


300 


- 


- 


188 15 


3 


488 15 


3 


Tipperary - - - 


369 


4 


7 


513 9 


5 


[882 14 


- 


Tyrone ... 


369 


. 4 


7 


318 10 


8 


■687 15 


3 


Waterford - 


I276 18 


b 


M9 17 


5 


,426 15 


1 1 


Waterford, City 


92 


6 


2 


25 5 


10 


1 117 12 


- 


Westmeath* - 




— 




— 




1 “ 




Wexford - 


300 


- 


- 


150 3 


8 


:450 3 


8 


Wicklow - 


276 18 


4 


84 11 


10 


'361 10 


2 



YEAR 1835. 



230 15 4 
369 4 7 



4I 10 
3^.5 - 



323 1 I 

276 18 I 
300 - . 

92 6 
300 - 
300 - 

93 6 1 
02 6 

369 4 

•276 18 
276 18 
[364 4 
323 I 
333 -• 
300 - 
323 I 
300 - 
369 4 
369 4 
276 18 
92 6 



Fiaoluments. 


Total. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. U. 


341 iG - 


711 - 8 


291 5 7 


614 1 


lOO 15 8 


377 14 1 


10 6 6 


34 G 6 


199 7 3 


522 8 9 


349 14 - 


67-2 15 6 


445 - 1 


ggS 16 n 


123 10 3 


354 5 7 


120 18 3 


490 a 10 


282 18 1 


652 2 8 


698 14 10 


C98 14 10 


20 12 9 


62 3 6 


178 - 7 


503 - 7 


208 13 1 


577 17 8 


50 - - 


143 6 2 


341 8 4 


664 g 1 0 


105 9 9 


382 8 3 


•203 14 11 


503 14 11 


25 11 8 


117 17 10 


135 12 5 


435 '2 5 


109 6 2 


409 6 2 


80 11 - 


17a 17 - 


80 10 11 


172 17 i 


193 11 11 


562 16 6 


77 9 * 


354 8 2 


112 9 7 


389 8 - 


189 7 4 


553 11 11 


196 12 2 


519 13 10 


- 223 9 7 


556 9 7 


177 «4 4 


477 14 4 


'• 162 11 10 


485 13 4 


3 227 11 - 


587 11 - 


7 554 7 3 


923 11 10 


7 263 4 10 


632 9 5 


B 139 13 4 


416 11 10 


2 53 6 4 


145 12 *> 


- 202 10 1 


502 10 1 


t 78 19 - 


355 17 4 



* No Returns received ; the present f.’lerk of the Peace for Westmeath was appointed in December 
1835, and there are no documents in the office from which he can make the Return. 
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REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



ABSTRACT of Returns from Sechetaries of Grand Juries. 



COUNTIES. 


NAME 






YEAR 1835. 


— 




— 


— 




— 


— 




































SECRETARY. 


























1 










Fees. 


Totai 




1 Salary 




1 Fees, 




Totai. 








£. 




d. 


£. *. d 


. £. «. 


d. 


£. 




d. 


£. 




d. 


£. 




d. 


Antrim - . « 


John Coates 


203 


1 


6 


261 17 - 


464 18 


6 


203 


1 


6 




I 


6 








Aruiogh 


Thomas W. Evans - 


184 


12 


4 


45 - - 


229 12 


4 


1 184 12 


4 




10 


_ 


256 


2 




Carlow - - . 


Robert Browne 


120 


- 


- 


34 -- - 


>54 - 


- 


120 


_ 




48 




_ 


168 


_ 




l-arricklergus Town - 


John M. Eccleston 


13 


16 


It 


1 16 - 


15 12 


11 




16 


11 


2 




_ 


16 


10 




Cavan - - . 


Edward E. Mayne 


iS+ 


12 


4 


56 12 6 


241 4 


10 


184 


12 




50 


5 




234 


17 




Clare - 


Francis Morice 


184 


12 


4 


30 17 6 


215 9 


10 


184 


12 




32 




6 


216 




lO 


Cork - 


Richard B. Cotter 


3*23 


1 


6 


104 7 6 


427 9 


- 


323 


1 


0 




10 


_ 




2 




Cork City 


Denham Franklin 


1 10 


15 


4 


iS 14 2 


'29 9 


6 


uo 


15 




13 


_ 


_ 


123 


>5 




Donegal 


William M<^n. Spence 


203 


1 


6 


276 10 6 


479 12 


- 


203 


1 


6 


297 


8 


_ 


500 


9 


6 


Down - 


George Gordon 


203 


1 


6 


232 J4 6 


435 16 


- 


203 


1 


6 




2 


6 








Dublin - - . 


Charles Wisdom 


196 18 


4 


- 


196 18 


4 


196 


18 


4 






. 


196 18 




Uublin City - 


Alexander Montgomery 


.84 


12 


4 


- 


184 12 


_ 


184 


12 




. 






184 


12 




Drogheda Town 


John Crawford 


27 


>3 


10 


266 


30 - 


4 


27 


>3 


10 


. 










10 


Fermanagh 


W'illiam Irvine 


138 


9 


3 


28 14 - 


167 3 


3 


138 


9 


3 


50 


>9 


6 


189 


8 




Galway - - . 


Barry O’Hara 


203 


1 


7 


26 17 6 


229 19 


, 


203 


1 


7 


55 




6 


258 






Galway Town 


Robert Adams - 


36 


18 


4 


4 12 6 


41 10 


10 


36 


i8 


4 


3 




_ 


40 






Kerry ... 


Henry M‘Caa - 


184 


12 


- 


1.36 19 “ 


321 11 


- 


184 


12 


_ 


i6i 




_ 


345 




_b 


Kildare - 


J . William and Janies') 
")_Goodwin - .j 


120 


- 


- 


72 18 - 


192 18 


- 


1.0 


- 


- 


90 


18 


_ 


210 


18 


_ 


Kilkenny 


Harvey Devereux 


138 


9 


3 


50 - 


188 9 


3 


138 


9 


3 




_ 




188 






Kilkenny City 


James M'Creevy 


36 


i8 


6 


836 


45 2 


- 


36 


18 


6 


9 




6 


46 








f- Georee and Thomas'! 


138 






41 10 - 


179 19 




138 




















)_ Mitchell- - .J 






3 


9 


3 


47 


10 


- 


185 


19 


3 


Leitrim 


H.F. Cullen - 


t3o 


- 


- 


27 12 6 


157 12 


6 


130 


_ 


_ 


48 






178 


_ 




Limerick 


Edmond Gabfaett 


203 


1 


6 


16 17 6 


219 19 


- 


203 


1 


6 


42 




6 








Limerick City 


John Piercy 


3^ 18 


6 


1 >3 - 


38 n 


6 


36 18 


6 










6 


Londonderry - ditto "I 
andConoty. J 


John Thomas Gregg - 


203 


. 


6 


118 I - 


321 2 


6 


203 


1 


6 


123 


9 




326 


10 


6 


Longford 


James Geoffioy 


I20 


- 


- 


14 - - 


134 - 


_ 


120 


_ 


_ 














Louth - - . 


AlexanderShekelton - 


120 


- 


- 


17 i6 - 


137 16 


_ 


120 


_ 




12 


2 


6 




2 




Mayo - 


Cleiidining & Lambert 


203 


1 


6 


40 2 6 


243 4 


- 


203 


1 


6 


104 


7 


6 




P 


_ 


Meath - 


William Allen - 


184 12 


4 


57 15 - 


242 7 


4 


184 


12 


4 


74 


>4 


6 




6 


10 


Monaghan - • - 


Alexander Mitchell - 


184 


12 


3 


144 2 6 


328 14 


9 


184 


12 


3 


135 


- 


_ 




n 




Queen's 


Arthur Moore Mosse 


138 


9 


3 


46 10 - 


184 19 


3 


>38 


9 


3 


81 




6 








Roscommon - 


W. Sharkey 


184 I 


12 


s 


77 14 6 


262 6 


8 


184 


12 


2 


48 


.5 


_ 


232 


>7 


2 


Sligo ... 


Robert Christian 


150 


- 


- 


111 - - 


261 - 


- 


>50 


- 


- 


145 




_ 


295 






Tipperary 


Edwin Sadleer 


203 


1 


6 


68 12 6 


271 14 


- 


203 


1 


6 










6 


6 


Tyrone ... 


Alexander M'Causland 


203 


1 


6 


no 15 - 


313 16 


6 


203 


1 


6 


180 








8 




Waterford 


Michael Mortimer 


>25 


- 


- 


25 - - 1 


150 - 


- 


120 


_ 


_ 














Waterford City 


Jariips Henry Reynett 


36 18 


6 


3 5 - 


40 3 


0 


36 18 


6 






6 




t6 




W'estmeath 


Fhilip Tyrrell - 


138 


9 


3 


37 - - 


>75 9 


3 


138 


9 


3 


74 


17 


6* 




6 




IVexford 


'■V. &. ue llinzy 


138 17 


2 


91 9 - 


230 6 


3 


>39 


• 7 


2 






1 




1, 




Wicklow 


B. S. l)e Renzi 


120 


- 


- 


92 12 - ■ 


212 12 


- 


ISO 


- 


- 


89 : 


10 


~! 


209 ! 


10 





* Besides his salary, the Secretary receives is. on each Presentment and Accounting Affidavit. 

’’ In 1835, £.84, and in 1836, f. 87. 3. presented to him by the Grand Jury, above his salary, for rent 
o! oinces included among the fees. ^ 

' The 4th Geo. 4, c. 43, authorizes a salary of 1 20 1- only. 

"* Besides 828 tenders, not included. 

* The 4th Geo. 4, c.43, authorizes a salary of £. 138. only. 
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ABSTRACT of RETURN from County SuavEYOKs. 



ON COUNTY CESS (IRELAND). 
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Abstract ot return relative to Inspectoes of Weights and Measures. 



COUNTY. 


NUMBER 

of 

INSPECTORS. 


SALARIES. 


— 


Antrim - 


- Two . 


£. d. 

200 -- - 




Armagh - 


• 'ffaree - 


60 - - 


See Return. 


Carlow 


- One 


. 


No salary presented. 


CarrickfergusTown ... 


- One 


5 - - 




Cavan - 


- One 


8o - - 




Clare - 


- One 


90 - - 




Cork - 


- Two - . 


90 - - 


With two-thirds of fees 


Cork City 


- Two 


140 - - 


and fines- 


Donegal - 








Dowd - 


- Four - 


275 - - 




Dublin 


- Three - 


300 - - 




Dublin City ..... 


- Three - 


450 - - 




Drogheda Town .... 


- 


. . 


No Inspector. 


Fermanagh - 


- One 


60 - - 


Remuneration. 


Galway - 


- Two 


120 - - 


• ditto. 


Galway Town .... 


- One 


20 - - 




Kerry ...... 


- Two - 


50 - - 


Remuneration. 


Kildare - 


- One 


50 - - 




Kilkenny . - - . . 


- One 


60 - - 




Kilkenny City - - . . 


■ One 


10 - - 




King's County .... 


- Two - 


50 - - 




Leitrim - 


- One - 


60 - - 




Limerick - - . . 


- One 


140 » - 




Limerick City .... 


- One 


50 - - 




Londonderry County ... 


- One 




No salary presented. 


Longford ..... 


- One 


25 - - 


In 1836. 


Louth ...... 


- 


- - • 


None. 


Mayo 


- Two - * ■ 


200 - - 




Meath ...... 


- Three - 


4 - - 




Monaghan ..... 


- Six - 


95 - - 




Queen’s ..... 


• Three - 


55 - “ 




Roscommon ..... 


- One 


- - 


Remuneration. 


Sligo 


- Two - 


50 - - 




Tipperary - - - . . 


- Two - 


300 - - 




Tyrone - 


- One 


70 - - 




Waterford - . . . _ 


- One 


120 - _ 


Remuneration. 


Waterford City - . _ . 


- One 


lOO - .. 




Westmeath - 


- One 


25 - - 


In 1836. 


Wexford ----- 


- One 


30 - - 


Recommeniied. 


Wicklow 


■ ■ • 


- 


No salary decided on. 



MINUTES 
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LIST OF WITNESSES. 



Martis, 3® die Mail, 1836. 

Hugh Lyle, Esq. 

Martis, 10* die Maii, 1836. 
Mr. Edward Sylvester Shawe - 

James Marshall, Esq. 

Major Warburton - 

Jovis, 12° die Maii, 1836. 
George Macartney, Esq. - - - . . 

Henry Blacker Fairtlough, Esq. - . . . 

Sabbati, 14® die Maii, 1836. 
Bichnrd Griffith, Esq. - 

Martis, 1 7* die Maii, 1 836. 

Mr. William M^Clintock Spence - - . . 

Leonard Dobbin, jun., Esq. - - . . . 

Mr. Thomas Jackson Woodhouse - _ - . 

Martis, 31' die Maii, 1836. 

Arthur French, Esq. 

Edward Roberts, Esq. 

Martis, 7° die Junii, 1836. 
Mr. John Craig - 

Jovis, 9® die Junii, 1836. ‘ 

Daniel Kelly, Esq. 

Martis, 14® die Junii,, 1836. 

Rice Hussey, Esq. - 
Daniel Kelly, Esq. - 

Martis, 21® die Junii, 1836. 
Rev. Edward Marmaduke Clarke - 

Jovis, 23° die Junii, 1836. 
G. A. Hamilton, Esq., m.p. - . . _ . 

Mr. Robert Murray - 



- p. 1 



- p. 12 

■ P- >9 

- p. 22 



- P- 24 

- P- 35 



■ P-39 



- P-57 

- p. 68 

- P- 74 



' P-79 
- P- 85 



- p. 87 



- p. 96 



- p. 107 

■ P- ”3 



- p. 120 



- P- 131 

- p. 140 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Martis, 3“ die Moii, 1836. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



Sir Robert Ferguson. 
Lord Viscount Achoson. 
Mr. Ricliard Longfield. 
Sir Edmond Hayes. 



Mr. Randle Plunkett. 

Mr. F. French. 

Captain Jones. 

Mr. Richard More O’Ferrall. 



SIR ROBERT FERGUSON in the Chair. 



Hugh Lyle, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

1. Chairman.] I believe you are treasurer of the county of Londonderry ? 
— Yes. 

2. How long have you been treasurer of the county of Londonderry ? — I was 
elected in 1826. 

3. By whom is the treasurer elected ? — By the magistrates of the county, 
who possess certain qualifications. 

4. What amount of securities have you given as treasurer of the county of 
Londonderry ?— Securities in 16,000/. andafmther personal security of 8,000/. 

5. That is the security required by the 4th Geo. 4, c. 43 ? — Yes. 

6. What is the usual amount of the grand warrant ? — It fluctuates at each 
assize between 11,000/. and 15,000/. I do not remember it ever being higher 
than 15,000/. in any half year, nor under 11,000/. 

7. In what manner are you remunerated as treasurer ? — I am paid by salary, 
and by the balance that remains in the treasurer’s hands. 

8. "hill'. Long Jield.] By having the use of that money ? — Yes. 

g. Chairman.] You made a Return last year of the amount of those balances ? 
—I did. 

10. What balances were in your hands? — The balance in the treasurer’s 
bands after the Spring Assizes of 1833 was 2,870/. 1^. Q.d. ; at Summer it 
was 6,202/, 19^. 2t/. ; after October sessions it was 2,288/. 9«. 2rf. In the 
Spring of 1834 it was 3,468/. 10.s. 11c?.; at Summer it was 8,397/. IS5. 1 c/.; 
and at the October sessions it was 2,438/. 14s. 10c/. Tlie Spring assizes 1835 
it was 2,231 L 12 Sd. 

1 1 . Captain Jones.] Is there a scale for the different counties as to the security 
the treasurer is to give, or is it the same in all ?~There is a scale as to the 
salary, and also to the security. 

12. Chamnan.] If I understand you correctly, those were the balances 
after the payment at the Spring and Summer assizes and the October sessions 1 
— Yes. 

1 3. What are your duties as treasurer of the county ?— The principal duty of 
course is the custody of the public money. Prior to each assizes the treasurer 
is obliged to open an office for the receipt of the county money from the col- 
lectors, and to keep it open for the time stated in the Act of Parliament ; three 

0.71. A daj's 
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days before the assizes and five days after for payment. Upon his receivioff 
Clerk of the Crown a list of the discharged sums at the assizes, he is 
obliged to pay all the sums that are therein marked as discharged. * 

14. Within how many days? — Within five days. He is obliged by Act of 
Parliament to keep an office open for five days after each assizes, and three 
days after each October sessions, for the purpose of paying all accounts dis- 
charged at the last assizes, and those of any previous assizes that may not have 
been previously called for. It is the duty of the Clerk of the Crown also to 
furnish the treasurer with a certified list of all sums of money ordered to be 
raised at the assizes just terminated for county purposes. From this list the 
treasurer makes out his warrant, in which he apportions the different sums, 
then ordered to be levied under the several Acts of Parliament, either on the 
different baronies or county at large, according as the grand jury may have 
allocated them, and this warrant it is his duty to have apportioned, made out 
and published within one month after it shall have been so delivered to him. 

15- He must issue his warrant to the officers within one month ?— Yes both 
grand warrant and his warrant to each collector. ’ 

16. Has there been any recent alteration in your warrant to the collectors 
with reference to the denominations of land included ?— There has been a very 
great alteration since the general valuation of the county of Derry which 1 
believe is the only county which as yet has entirely come under the operation 
or the new valuation. ^ 



17. To what denomination did your warrant formerly descend?— It only 
included according to the old key of the county about 24 or 25 denomi- 
nations that were called in the county of Derry manors or proportions- they 
were generally the proportions held by the London companies in difforent parts 
of the county, and it was not apportioned either upon parishes or town lands • 
but the county treasurer gave a warrant fixing how much of the county money 
was to be raised off each manor, leaving to the collector to have it apportioned 
on the.lowcr denomination or town lands. 



i8. Formerly your warrant only descended to about 25 denominations’— 
Yes. 

ip. Captain JornSj^] Does that mean that the warrant contained only 2o 
distinct calculations?— The treasurer was only obliged to divide his warrant 
into 25 different proportions. 

20. Chairman.'] In other counties I believe it usually descended to parishes? 
—I cannot speak as to any particular county, except Tyrone. The warrant 
there did give you the proportion to be paid by each of the parishes. 

21. To what denomination does your warrant descend at present? The 

treasurer is obliged now to give a town land applotment, that is in his 
warrant the sum payable on each town land, and he is further obliged to applot 
not only the sum upon the land of the town lands, but also on the houses 
according to their valuation, so that on each town land there are two separate 
and distinct calculations to be made. I hold in my hand the valuation of the 
county, according to which we are obliged to applot. This paper is an annlot. 
ment of the city and liberties of Derry. 

22. How many denominations are there now on which you are obliged to 
applot in the City and Liberties?— Twenty- five ; but the City and Liberties is 
the only barony in which there is anything like so small a number, because the 
city pays a very large part of the cess paid on the city and liberties ; out of a 
sum of 1,642/. appropriated as the cess of that assizes the sum of 934,/. 18^. 7</ 
comes ofi the city, so that upon the rest of the libenies of Derry there is only 
the difference between 938/. and 1,642/., or about 700/. to be' applotted on 
the liberties. I am not obliged to go lower than town lands, and the city is 
reckoned as a town land or denomination ; but in the other baronies the divi- 
sions or town lands run to an enormous number. 



23. Mr. Plunkett.] Are you, as treasurer of the county, also the treasurer of 

the city f — Ihe treasurer of the county is the treasurer of the city • there is 
no distinct or separate treasurer to the city. ^ ’ 

24. Captain Jones.] This duty of applotting on town lands formerly devolved 

on the parlies themselves, after your warrant was sent out? Yes. 

25. And that duty now devolves on you ? — Yes. 

26. Mr. French.] Now you are bound to do it j before, they did it as matter 
or convenience?- -Yes. 
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27. On each of these denominations yon are now obliged to make two ap- 
plotments, one on the value of the houses, and another on the land ? — Yes. 

28. In fact, these two applotments on each town land are substituted for one 
that there was before ? — Y es. 

29. Chairman.'\ Upon receiving that warrant, what is the duty of the collector? 
— The collector then proceeds, according to the 36 Geo. 3, c. 55, s. 53, within ten 
days to serve on the seneschal of the manor, or the churchwardens of the parish, 
or in case there be none, then on any principal residing inhabitant, an account^ 
in writing, of the sum he is required by the said warrant to levy, and to desire 
that it may be applotted thereon j and the person receiving this notice is 
required, under a penalty of 10/. to put up, within six days, a notice for a 
meeting of the landholders and inhabitants to appoint applotters ; at which 
meeting the landholders and inhabitants shall appoint not Jess than two persons, 
who must within 30 days deliver to the collector an applotment of the 
amount, and make oath that they have made the said applotment justly, accord- 
ing to the best of their skill, without favour, affection or malice; and under 
that applotment the collector is authorized to levy the money ; and in case no 
applotment is returned 10 him within 36 days, the collector may enter 
upon and distrain the whole or any part of that manor, &c., for the full 
sum he is required by the warrant to levy upon such manor, &c. 

30. Are you aware of any difficulty of collection that has arisen lately in 
the city and liberties of Londonderry under these new Valuation Acts? — 
I am. 

31. Do you know from what it has arisen? — It has arisen from this, that a 
portion of the inhabitants who are in possession of houses built since the 
valuation made by Mr. Griffith conceive that they are not subject to any 
portion of the cess placed on them on account of the value of those houses ; 
they have resisted the collector for the city with violence, and he has not been 
able to collect a very considerable portion of the cess that ought to have been 
paid in prior to the last assizes. 

32. Captain Jone^.] This refusal to pay the amount of the cess arises from 
persons who have built houses subsequent to the Act of Parliament passing ? 
—Yes. 

33. Lord Jc/ieson.] Then are all houses built subsequently to be free from 
any cess ? — Those persons, I believe, think so. 

34. Captain Jmes.] Has any attempt been made to recover by law from those 
persons? — Cases have been laid before the Attorney-General, and his opinion 
has been forwarded to the collectors, but it is not considered sufficiently 
explicit yet to act upon it, and I believe there is an additional case at present 
referred back to the officers of the Crown for their opinion and direction. 

35. C/iairman.] There have been opinions taken ; has no attempt been 
made to oblige the defaulters to pay? — The collector did attempt to levy it; 
but he w^as resisted by force, and very severely injured, indeed so much so, that 
he could not attend at the last assizes. 

36. He made that attempt on the authority of your warrant? — Yes, backed 
by the Attorney General’s opinion. 

37. Did he draw up a statement of the case that had occurred, and lay it 
before the Judge of assize ? — He did lay it before the Judge of assize, who 
referred it to the Crown counsel at the last assizes ; but they did not think 
that there were sufficient grounds for prosecuting by the Crown the parties 
resisting. 

38. Do you know whether he took the opinion of the Judge as to his ic- 
covering from these people by civil bill? — 1 am not aware, but believe he did. 

39. Do you know enough so as to be able to state what occurred ? — I heard 
that the collector had been recommended by the Judge to try it by civil 
actions at the assizes, in place of the summary mode by civil bill at the 
quarter sessions. 

40. Are you aware that the more respectable people in the houses have offered 
to pay their proportion of the cess if the Attorney General repeats his opinion, 
that they are liable under that applotment? — I am told they have de- 
clared so. 

41.1 believe the consequence is, that there has been a deficiency in the sum 
that should have been paid in to you ? — ^Yes, the city collector has not paid in in 
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full, and has not been able to obtain a certificate, so as to entitle him to any 
fees to be presented for him at the last assizes. ^ 

42. Chairvian.'] Will you explain to the Committee the form of account 
which you lay before the judge and the grand jury at each assize ? — The account 
furnished to the court, and sworn to by the treasurer, is as follows : 

OF Account. 

O 

I By Payments of the last Assizes. 

By Balance, subject to the Queries, 

I dischai^ed at these Assizes. 

The first item in the above account, which is sworn to by the treasurer, states 
the balance in his hands at the closing of the last account. The next item in 
his account is the grand warrant of the la.st assizes, which he that day receives, 
and these two contain all the money to the credit of the county. The first 
credit he takes is for the sums discharged and paid by him after the last assizes, 
and the balance is then struck, subject to the suras to be discharged at those 
assizes ; consequently the Committee will perceive that the balance in his hands 
appears on that clay much larger than it will be a week following. 

43- Is there any detailed account of the payments submitted to the grand 
jury?— In the county of Derry there has been always attached to the trea- 
surer’s account a specific list of the several sums that he has been ordered to 
pay ; it is not published in the warrant from its great bulk ; but it is laid on the 
table of the grand jury, and is open to their investigation and inspection. 

44. Are you aware under the 17th and 18th Geo. 3 . that these accounts, or a 
copy of them, should be lodged with the clerk of the Crown, who is to keep 
a book of them.'' — I am; the book which is lodged with the clerk of the 
Crown is the check on the treasurer. 

45. That is to say, the copy of the warrant and undischarged queries are 
lodged with the clerk of the Crown ? — Yes. 

46. Is there a copy of your account containing the details yon speak of 
lodged with him ?— No, because these queries contain that very account ; a copy 
of my account is virtually lodged with him in this way ; and the balance, that is 
the first item of my account, ought to tally with the amount of the undis- 
charged queries in his book. The mode of discharging the queries is by their 
being read in court, and the clerk of the Crown writes the letters “ dischai’o'ed” 
opposite each query, on the margin of a book similar to the one which he hands 
to me. By that means, after the book comes into the hands of the county 
treasurer, no alteration made in his book would affect the county, unless a 
similar alteration was made in that one which is in the custody of the clerk 
of the Crown ; for the query book that is published after the as.sizes is not 
made from the treasurer’s book, but from the copy in the clerk of the Crown’s 
possession ; and no alteration made in the treasurer’s book would be a warrant 
to pay any sum of money, unless a similar entry was made in the book in the 
possession of the clerk of the Crown. 

47. Then the clerk of the Crown’s book is a check on the treasurer’s ? Yes ; for 

the ensuing set of queries are made out by the clerk of the Crown from his own 
book, without reference to the treasurer ; so that if a query is discharged in the 
treasurer’s book, andnot in his, it would nevertliele.ss remain against the treasurer 
at the next assizes. 

48. Mr. French.'] That is done at the same time as the fiating ? —The fiat is 

made in the book that is given to the treasurer, and runs thus : “ I certify, 
that the foregoing pages contain true and correct abstracts of all the present- 
ments on the which were fiated by the court at assizes 

and it is signed by the clerk of the Crown. 

49. You are obliged, under the Act of Parliament, to pay all demands for 
sums duly discharged within, I think, six days?— Within six days. 

5c. Do you remember what is the penalty in case of non-payment ?— I think 
it is 20/. and forfeiture of office. 

5 1 . Suppose the case of the treasurer becoming insolvent, what do you know 
is the remedy then ; is it to recover the penalty, beside the forfeiture of office ? 
— I should suppose no penalty beyond looking after his personal effects. 

52. Sir E. S. Hayes.] Do treasurers give any security for penalties? — There 
is no security given by the treasurer for any penalty. The penalty here spoken 

of 
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of is over and above the amount of his security to the county, and must, if I 
understand the question aright, be only recoverable off his private property. 

53. Supposing that the treasurer refuses to pay, what remedy has any person 
against him ? — 1 think an action at law w'ould lie, but of that 1 cannot give an 
opinion ; I think there is no summary remedy beyond the penalty and the for- 
feiture of office. 

54. Chamnan^ Wliat is the present salary of the treasurer of London- 
^Jerry? — The present salary is 380/. 10 5. 9</., 400/. Irish currency, and 
there was formerly a sum of Tj 1. 15 s. 10 d. allowed for opening an office to 
pay money after the October sessions. These sessions, under the new Act ot 
Parliament, have been done away with. 

55. Do you know in what year the salary was settled ? — I think it ^vas 
6 Geo. 4, c. 52. 

56. The salaries for the other county officers were fixed by the 4th Geo. 4. ? 
— Yes. c. 43. 

57. And the salary of the treasurer of Londonderry w-as raised since that by 
the 6th Geo. 4 ? — It w'as. 

58. In fact the county of Londonderry was in the first class for every public 
officer except the treasurer, and the 6th Geo. 4 raised the treasurer to the 
dist class ' — Yes ; in the Treasurer’s Act, Derry was a second class county ; by 
the 6th Geo. 4 the treasurer was placed on the same footing as in a first class 
county. 

59. Do you know what was the salary of the treasurer before that Act, or how 
it was composed ? — I do not ; it was before my election. 

60. Is there not a general impression in Ireland that it would be possible for 
the counties to save the salary of the treasurer by having a bank to do the duty ? 
— Yes. 

61. Mr. M. O’ Fer rail.] Are there any other emoluments besides salary? — 
The emoluments arise from the balance that remains m the treasurer’s hands, 
which the bank will allow a certain interest for. 

62. Is that interest applied to the benefit of the public or the treasurer r— 
To the treasurer. 

63. Does the treasurer conceive himself authorized to discount bills witli the 
balance in his hands ? — I conceive he may do so ; but I never did. 

64. Are you aware that such has been the practice in some counties? — I 
have heal’d so. 

65. Suppose a person who has obtained a contract for carrying on any work 
applies to the treasurer for an advance of money, offering him a sufficient secu- 
rity ; does he feel himself at liberty to advance that at interest, and apply that 
interest to his own use ? — I think so. 

66. Have you known that to be the case ? — I have ; I think the treasurer has 
the control over all the monies placed in his hand, and that there is no law to 
prevent his using that money in any way he thinks right, he being accountable 
for it, and I have known very great advantage to be derived from the treasurer 
advancing money for the purpose of carrying on public works. In my county 
it has never been done to any extent, possibly never more than 500/. between 
any assizes. 

67. Do you know the rate of interest usually charged by treasurers on those 
discounts ? — For my own part, (and I do not know the practice of any other 
Iveasurer,) the advances have been very few', and made under the certificate of 
the county surveyor latterly, or before his appointment, on my knowledge 
that the work for which the advance was sought was going on, or from the 
certificate of the head overseer ; on these advances I charged five per cent., in 
some instancGvS six per cent. 

68. If you discount a bill on the security of a presentment made, and that 
you know the work is carrying on, and that the work will be paid for at the 
October sessions following, do not you conceive that you have a perfect security 
for that advance, and that you are discounting one of the best bills in the 
market? — I do not. 

6q. Be so good as to state the reason why ? — There are a great number of 
contingencies that may prevent that bill being paid at the time it becomes 
due ; it is, generally speaking, a poor person, a workman who is not very well 
able to meet his engagement. If anything should take place to prevent that 
work being accounted for, for which the treasurer made the advance, if the 
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work should not pass the inspection, or the magistrates at special sessions, of 
course that man would not be entitled to his money, and of course could not 
take up his bill ; it is not at all similar to a commercial bill, where the 
merchant will be provided at the time it becomes due. There are many other 
contingencies. 

70. Before the treasurer discounts for a person of that sort, is he not aware 
of what his habit has been, in accounting for works heretofore, and he knows 
whether his works have been in the habit of passing the county sessions; if he 
knows him to be a man that has carried on his work well, he runs no risk in 
discounting the bill, because he can pay himself on his work being accounted 
for r — Yes. 

71. Chairman.'] Are they punctual people who come generally to the 
treasurer for such assistance ? — My experience of it is so small, that in the 
few instances that have occurred, both punctual people and those who are 
not, have applied for advances ; but, generally speaking, the more needy 
PP 5y- 

72. Mr. M. O'Ftrrali] In those instances where you have refused, how 
have the parties procured money to carry on the works ? — I don’t know. 

73. 'When a contractor wishes to carry on a piece of work, and is unable to 
obtain accommodation from the treasurer by an advance of money, what is the 
mode which lie takes to pay his men? — I cannot state what mode he takes; 
I have no knowledge of it. 

74. Have you ever been aware of an inquiry before any grand jury in Ireland 
into the mode in which advances are made for the purpose of carrying on 
works V — There was an inquiry in a particular county, but it is so very long 
ago ; before I was elected treasurer; I cannot speak to it with certainty. 

75. Mr. French.] You have stated that you lodged the balance in the bank, 
at interest; what rate of interest are you allowed by the bank? — The bank 
allowed me, until last year, 2^ per cent., but for the last year and the present 
year they allow me 3 per cent. 

76. Can you state what is the average amount of your profit as treasurer 
under that head ? — Since I came to London, not having any books w'ith me, I 
cannot state it exactly, but I have been trying to make it out, and I think 
lean show very nearly; for the last four years my salary has been 400/. 
a-year, that is, 380/. salary, and 27/. for the October sessions. The bank in- 
terest that I received last year was about 106/. ; it varied in the last three 
years from 96/. to IO6/. 

77. Generally speaking, has there been a large sum in your hands after the 
October sessions ? — Very small; I believe in the October sessions in 1834 it 
was 2,000/. 

78. Was the October balance a large one? — It was a small one, and I 
liave to apprise you, that this is the gross balance that would appear on 
the foot of the account, not taking credit for the advances the treasurer is 
obliged to make under different Acts of Parliament ; for instance, the ]>rose- 
cutor’s expenses, which he is obliged to pay out of the balance in his hands, 
including the coroner’s order, so that I should say possibly you might out of 
his 2,200/. strike 200/. off; I think I can state that the actual average balance 
wmuld be under 2,000/. for the last four years. 

79. There has been a question put to you, whether you are in the habit of 
discounting bills out of that sum of money, and your answer was, you were 
not ; do you think it is the general custom of the treasurers to do that ? — I do 
not think that it is in many of the northeni counties ; I can speak with 
certainty as to the treasurer of the county Down, nor do I believe the Donegal 
treasurer does ; those are the only two counties that I can speak to from positive 
knowledge ; and I am sure it is not the practice in either. 

So. It is not the general custom to advance money for public w-orks ?— It is 
only on particular occasions I do it, and in many cases not all, without a posi- 
tive necessity for the case being made out by the application of the county 
surveyor for the last two years, and prior to that by the head overseer, and 
never without his joining in the application of the working overseer. 

81. '\It. M. O' Ferrall.] And as the security also ? — No, I have not always 
insisted on the head overeeer joining in the security with him : advances, how- 
ever, in this way I have made with reluctance. 

82. Mr. French] When you did advance the money on the credit of the 

works 
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works was there not a risk in the event of the works not being executed ac- H 
cordin- to the approval of the magistrates r-A es, I stated^ ; I remember one 
corauij, Lu I it' , to, I suppose, 500?., an advance had 

jnstance. m which a triage was built, 

taAeTrt the time of accounting for it, a very unusual flood took place, and 
carried off fte bridge altogether ; the treasurer was responsible for the money 

‘’%'?‘^The™'i“vould be a dangerous system for the treasurer to advance public 
monev on works ?— I have already stated that it is a practice I always was dis- 
inclined to ■ I considered it exceedingly hazardous, and I thought it would 
5Ld to bad consequences; I would much prefer the money remaining m the 

Captain Jones.'] Was that a suppositious case which you alluded to about 
the bridge ?— I know that it did actually take place. -_TI,p 

Re Tnrhat case the parties were compelled to submit to the locS : Ihe 

treafulS w“ sX asL advanced; the contractor lost the Remainder. 

86 And the contractor was forced to submit to the loss , Yes. 

8- Mr Plunkett?\ The treasurer does not conceive hirnself justified m m 
demnifyin'g himself out of this public money for that which he has advanced. 

“fs! AU th^profit he has is that he gets by interest on the bank1-That 

‘"to Mr M O'FtrmU] Are you aware what is the practice of the other 
puHic!er;ants holding public money; do they conceive themselves allowcd.to 
Vtnlfi that to their own private use ? — I do not know. ^ t j 

00 Are you aware what the practice is of the distributor of stamps I do 
not know vvhetlier he is allowed to have a balance in his hand at all. In rnen- 
• • lR riiitirx- nf the treasurer’s office, there is one very laborious one that 

El?“l£SsrgtetmL"b“ftlir^ 

to be done by some one ; I conceive that it would be difficult a^nd dan 
gerous, if not impossible, to allow to any Board or to any fluctuating body 
f grS iury, sipposiug the money was lodged in the bank, the power of 
drawing out\his iimnev : you must have some one person who will be respon- 
Ibirunder a heavy secuHty to yon, for the due discharge oi thrs portion of 
duties of the prLen\ treasurer. I am quite aware that for the treasurer yon 
may get ailothM officer, who will possibly do the duty ; but I say that some one 

Mr^ lL''o''rV?-raa.] Supposing the money is raised ami paid into the 
bank' and that a certairi officer in the county merely allocated that money oy 
drawing on the bank ; do not you think that will be a discharge of the oflice of 
trea^mfr"-^ yo-- of would be in fact your treasurer ; for this 

verv officer who is to haW the control of your money must give you security 
becaus^ the very power of drawing on the bank gives a discretionary power to 
af rihddLl ove? the money, th^t would be unsafe to place m the hands of 
any person, except one who has given you security that it will not be used, 

‘"’‘TThe’'Lnfl™id be the treasurer ?-It would have the custody and 
® u l.rthp dcuositorv of the money ; but the power of drawing that money 
of apffiffitTin t^^ that L’e directed'by the grand jury for county 

miDoses thatis what I call the virtual office of the treasurer; the control 
over the ’money and the power of drawing it out, and not the safe keeping of 
it form the most responsible duty of the treasurer, and whoever is the person 
that draws that money out, he is your treasurer, so tar as that part of the duty 
cffips YOU mav call him by any name you please. , . , a. u i 0,1.4 

® 94. We will suppose that the bank was furnished with a book, 

direitions given to the bank not to pay any sum that was not drawn m con 
0 .11. A 4 ’ 
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Hugh Lyle, Esq, 



formity with the allocation in the county book, would not that be a secnrit^ 

3 r,% .836. ryo? tb® T”?' allE 

j 3 catea inen you make the bank your treasurer, and I consider thet 

respectable and solvent bank that would undertake this duty would charcre 
'=^P“"se of liaving an officer of your own ■ I do 
not think there would be any considerable savins by the chano-p - T 
can tmpound the public money, and pay it out by^'^us ™deToV 
but the object of yoiir inquiry is, whether the present mode is not as chean and 
as_safe as any yon could possibly find out. ^ am speaking as a Sr of 

satMe°” rouMnof"'’''' ™ 

^ p6. Has any bank been asked, in the event of a change, whether thev would 

there ! ‘he couutrof Twone 

there had been applications to a bank to do the duty ; and I am informed that 

tliere was a disposition on the part of the country gentlemen to entertain the 
pioposition ; but when they came to detail to the bank rhc* di.i-Jco * * 
and what they would be re^quired to do. the' ne“n‘™ breken'cff" “®“’ 

97. Chmrman.y Do you conceive that if the book with the discliarvp.l 

ofjonr own, and not so much under your own control; an^d further that you 

98. Mr. French.] Would not the bank have to lay out this applotraent if the 

the d?i T with?-^Of course^ if you didTaTSh that 

sSL p“so? “^very day must be performed by 

99. Chairman.] Supposing the bank were to give in at each assizes an 

pair;,;* th|srsfe‘il;g r Ter^l 

grand jury's ofcr with whom it was held, a sulfieifnt contrS ove! t^; bau^^^ 
that there would be no mistake r— I can only answer that question generallv ■ 
that I am perfectly satisfied you could make the bank koep\he accent- but 
.v7vn;°" cheaper; is it a more satlfactorra"d beto 

•vaj foi the county than Having an ofBcer over whom the grand jury have the 
control, and whose time and attention will be devoted exrelusivily to them ? 

I do not mean to say that it is impossible to get it done throu£?b iHp h- nt’ 
but my decided opinion is, that it will not be dfiie for the use o/the bilanS’ 

:L^er c"„r“ - hra- 

100. Mr. M. O FerralL] What is the rate of interest r-Tlie Belfast Bankinir 

&o'::ths " ™ I i" ‘heTr bank fof 

salar^'p'^Yef "f*^ 'i"®" "e in addidon to your 

s.aiary r— Yes, my salary last year was 380 /., 1.00/ Ti-kh rrmnA,r. 

ments arising from the bank, from interest, would be about 100/^ ' ^ emolu- 

lou. Mr. JF O-Fcrrall.] What is the usual rate of dhetrfLood W 

tionS^b|wdth;:hlt^::f:*rsJ^^^^ 

1 03. Ml . French^ file general rate of discount is five per cent '—Yes 

104. I believe there is a feeling in the counties genrally, in the north of 
Heiand, with reference to the presentments which are comnulsorv on Hi- 

-Bm'^u^^S^vSy 

10.> Of what, do those compulsory presentments chiefly consist' Thev 

consist, first, in punl.c officers' salaries, the gaol payments, to^ay Govern": 

ment 
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ment for advances to various works that have been applied for by the Grand Esq. 

Jury, Dispensaries, the County Infirmary, for Coroners, orders for prosecutore ■ 
at assizes and quarter sessions, and for the District Lunatic Asylum/ 3 May 1836. 

106. What is the usual sum presented for the gaol in Londonderry? The 

gaol presentment amounts to, first, the repayment of the building, which is 800/. 

Irish, each half year ; 200/. half yearly for the different contingent expenses of 
the gaol, bedding and other necessaries ; 200 /. half yearly for the salaries 
of the gaol officers ; then there is the food and diet, which amounts to about 
400 1. or 450 /. half yearly. 

1 07. What is the instalment on the building of the District Lunatic Asylum ? 

— Five hundred and five pounds is the proportion of the county of Derry. 

108. And the payments for the support of the patients vary according to the 
number? — From 450/. down to 250/. half-yearly. 

109. What is the amount levied on account of the expenses of the cholera ? 

— The first order to levy was for 4,140/. which is now all paid, and the 
second 785 /. IB s. 8</., which is all paid but one instalment. 

no. Was it levied off the county at large, or off the districts? — Off the 
county at large. 

in. In what part of the county was the money principally expended ? — In 
the city of Derry principally, and in Coleraine. 

112. Captain Were those the only parts in the county where it was 

felt very severely ?— I believe so ; but I have no means of knowing exactly. 

113. Mr. French~\ Is that one of the compulsory presentments? — It is. 

114. Had the Grand Jury an opportunity of examining into the items ? — 

I believe no opportunity. 

1 1 5. Where was the examination made ?— The amount specified conies down 
certified from the Castle in Dublin, and 1 am not aware, at least I have never 
seen any account or detail given to the Grand Jury of the expenditure. 

116. If the Grand Jury had any reason to doubt the proper expenditure of 
this money, had they an opportunity of ascertaining it from the accounts sent 
down?-- 1 do not know that they had ; no accounts ever came through my 
office, nor did I ever see any. 

117. Chairman.] There is another presentment which is compulsory rela- 
tive to the valuation ; what was the demand on the county of Londonderry 
for the valuation? — The county of Londonderry presented 400/. at each 
assizes, for the last three assizes, on account of the valuation. 

1 18. Do you know the amount demanded ? — Above 8,000/. 

1 ig. Mr. French.] Under the head of the different items mentioned as com- 
pulsory presentments, is the amount increased to a very gieat extent within 
the last 20 or 30 years.'— I can say, generally, the amount of these present- 
ments has very much increased. 

120. When was the expense of prosecutors first paid by the counties? — I think 
in 1815. The 55 Geo. 3, c.91, empowered the court to order the bond Jide 
expenses of prosecutors and witnesses in cases of felony, and a reasonable 
compensation, where they were in poor circumstances, for trouble and loss of 
time, to be paid by the treasurer out of any money in his hands; and the 
1st William 4, c. 57, extended the provisions of this Act to causes prose- 
cuted by the Crown solicitors, in which the expenses had previously fallen on 
the annual Parlianientarv grant. 

121. When was the expense of transmitting convicted felons first thrown 
on the counties ? — By the 55th Geo. 3, c. 158, secs. 6 & 7, the expenses of 
conveying convicts to the place of embarkation and prisoners to gaol were 
thrown on the counties. 

122. Is that a heavy amount r— I think it is about 110/. each year ; it varies 
from 30/. to 60/. at each assizes. 

123. The sum levied for dispensaries, is it in your county a large sum ? — 

Yes, and very much increasing. 

124. Do you think it is money judiciously expended? — I have always con- 
sidered these establishments very useful to the county. 

125. What was the amount of the sum levied for the tithe applotment in 
your county? — I should think about 2,000/. 

126. Chairman.] Can you give the Committee, in clctail, the expense of pro- 
secutors and witnesses, distinguishing those that come from the Crown solicitor’s 

0*7 B office^ 
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office, the Excise solicitor’s office, and those ordered by the court, for the last 
three years ? — The amount of these orders, whether made at the request of the 
clerk of the Crown, the Crown solicitor, or the Excise, are detailed in the 
grand warrant, and published after each assizes, as follows: 



Expenses of Prosecutors and Witnesses. 



Cases proiecated b; 


1 8 


3 3. 


1 1 8 3 4. ; 


1 1 8 3 5. 


Spring. 


Summer. 


Spring. 


Summer. 


Spring. 


Summer.' 


The Court - -j 

The Crown Solicitor / 
The Elxcisc Solicitor* 


£. 

Not 

distinguished 


£. 

Not 

distinguished 


£. 

f 26 
1 157 


£. 

9 

42 


£. 

19 

64 

19 


£. 

15 

39 


Total - £. 


1 122 


134 


183 


51 


102 


54 



127. Are you aware whether there have been any complaints as to the scale 
of valuation adopted for houses? — No complaint has come before me officially, 
but there is a good deal of discontent upon the subject of the valuation of houses, 
particularly in the city of Derry, the cess has been very much raised within the 
city and liberties, in consequence of the new valuation j very great complaints 
have been made on that head. 

128. Do you think it has tended to stop the building of new houses? 

I think not, in the city ; there are more houses building within the last 
three years in Derry than I remember at any former period. 

129. Are you aware that the grand jury of Antrim have petitioned against 
the scale of the valuation of houses as being too low? — I have heard that 
they have done so. 

130. From your knowledge of the country, do you think it a proper scale 
to value houses as low as 3/. ? — I think it is too low. 

131. Do you think that it will prevent them from improving their farm- 
houses? — I do ; I know that it has as yet operated iu that way. 

132. Though it may not in town, has it in the country ? — I think it has, but 
only to a small extent. 

133. Lord Acheson.'] What would be the amount, generally speaking, on 
a house of the value of 3/.? — I could not tell, without referring to the Field 
Book of the county. 

134. Chairman.'] With reference to the District Lunatic Asylums, are any 
accounts ever laid before the grand jury ? — I believe very accurate accounts are 
kept. 

135. - Do the grand jury ever receive any thing except the certificate of the 
Lord Lieutenant? — All these papers come through the secretary often, not 
through me ; you will get the evidence from him better than from me. 

136. Captain Jones.] I will just ask you whether the new valuation iu the 
county of Derry has given satisfaction or not generally ? — Generally very great 
satisfaction ; of course, in a county that was so very unequally assessed as Derry 
was, people who pay more than they formerly did, will complain a little ; but, 
generally speaking, it is considered a fair valuation. 

137. Then the dissatisfaction is confined only to some of the towns? — Prin- 
cipally to the city of Derry. 

138. Is it not the fact that some lands, which were in cultivation, and for- 
merly paid no cess, pay now under the new valuation?— I should say that there 
were not any that were not assessed, though the amount might be very trifling 
indeed. My own case would exemplify that as much as any other. I hold my 

house 
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house and 100 acres of ground, for which I only paid about 1/. 4^. county cess, Hugh Lt/U, Ksq. 

under the old valuation ; I now pay about 61. 'Js. My house happened to be 

in the manor of Skinners, and at the time of the old valuation it was mountainous 3 May 1836. 
and out of cultivation ; now it pays its f^r share ; the inhabitants on that manor 
pay three for one ; but still 1 think it is a fair valuation, comparing my farm with 
my neighbour’s farm in the same barony ; I feel I am not raised more than my 
fair share ; I think that is the opinion generally of those who have been raised. 

139. Mr. French.'\ You stated there was not any town .land in the county at 
all that was not assessed? — Except the land of Culmore, a little fort, and about 
700 acres about it. It repaired its own roads, and it never was assessed under 
the old valuation ; it is now taken into the new, and after some demur and liti- 
gation the inhabitants have consented to pay their proportion of the county 
tax. 

140. Is it not Crown land? — The occupiers looked upon it in that light. 

141. Who derives the benefit from that ground? — The governor. Some time 
ago the grand jury of the county of Derry were anxious to relieve themselves 
from the odium of so very large a sum as they presented ; and I as treasurer 
was directed to make out a statement, showing that, at the last assizes, out of a 
sum of 12,442/., which was the entire amount assessed for all county purposes, 
no less a sum than 6,500 1. was presented for purposes over which they had no 
control, leaving only about 6,000/. for all the roads, bridges and local purposes 
of the county. 

142. What rate do you pay the collectors ; what rate is the treasurer allowed 
for collecting the cess ? — The treasurer is not allowed any thing. 

1-43. The collectors or high constables ? — Nine-pence in the pound. 

144. Do you not consider that is rather more than is necessary, and that it 
could be well done for 6d. ? — I know that, about a year ago, a vacancy occurred 
by the death of a collector. Several applications were made to the grand jury, 
and I know there was considerable difference in the sum each offered to collect 
the cess for. One of them offered to collect it for 4 d. and another for 6 d . ; but 
the grand jury, on instituting an inquiry, and deliberating for a considerable 
time, did not consider that the sum of Qc/. was more than sufficient to remu- 
nerate a man fairly, and to the collector whom they appointed they gave that 
amount. 

145. Have you ever heard that they collected at the expense of 3d. ? — No, 

I know that they do employ some under-collectors in particular districts; but 
I do not know the particulars. I should have said 6d. would have been the 
fair average. 

146. Have you ever heard of more than 3d. ? — I never heard any sum 
fixed ; I did ask one or two of the collectors, and they said it varied according 
as the district was easy to collect or otherwise ; that is, in different portions of 
the barony they would pay different sums for collecting. 

147. Chairman.'\ Do you conceive there would be any difficulty to make 
the county cess payable by the landlord ? — I do not apprehend more difficulty 
than in placing the tithe on the landlord. 

148. Is not the tithe a fixed sum and maybe computed in that way, whereas 
the county cess is very variable r— It is a subject very difficult to give an opinion 
upon, and I have not sufficiently considered it to give to the Committee any 
decided opinion. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Mr. E. S. 



lo May 



12 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 



Mortis, 10® die Maii, 1836. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



Sir Robert Ferguson. 

Mr. Richard More O’Ferrall. 
Mr. Randle Plunkett. 
Captain Jones. 



Mr. Fitzstephen French. 
Mr. Richard Longfield. 
Sir Edmond Hayes. 



SIR ROBERT FERGUSON IN THE Chair. 



Mr. Edward Sylvester Shawe, called in; and Examined. 

Skaue. 149. Mr. More O’Ferrall.'] WHERE do you reside?— At Kilglass, in the 
county of Kildare. 

150. You are a magistrate of that county, I believe ? — I am. 

151 . You have also acted as grand juror? — I have at different times. 

152. You are generally acquainted with the duties of the treasurers of 
counties ? — I am. 

1 53. You have also acted as grand juror in the King’s County ? — I have, and 
as magistrate. 

1 54- Is it your opinion that the office of treasurer might be dispensed with, by 
substituting a bank? — I am not aware how a bank could be Substituted in 
Kildare ; for under the Bank of Ireland Charter there cannot be any other bank 
within 60 miles of Dublin ; and unless some bank could be got to send clerks to 
act for them, I do not know how a bank could be substituted ; for a bank could 
not be estabbsbed in Kildare. 

155. But supposing the county levy were lodged in the bank of Ireland, and 
a man who had to be paid for work done was given a draft on the bank of Ireland 
in payment, could not be get that draft cashed in the country without going to 
Dublin? — I do not think he could easily in Kildare, as there is no bank ; he 
would have to go to Dublin. 

156. But in remote counties of Ireland, where there are banks, do you think 
the office of treasurer could be executed by the bank ? — ^Decidedly I think it 
could ; and in Kildare, if a bank could be got to send a person authorized to 
receive and pay for them, it could be done, but not otherwise. 

157. What is the amount of salary' of the treasurer of Kildare? — ^To the best 
of my recollection he has 300 Z. a year Irish, which of course would reduce it 
to about 270Z. ; in some of the counties I know they pay in late currency. 

158. Have you frequently acted as auditor on the treasurer’s accounts on 
grand juries ?— Very frequently in Kildare I have been one of the three selected 
upon the grand jury to audit the accounts. 

159. What is the general balance in the hands of the treasurer in Kildare ? 

I consider the dead balance would be about 900Z. What I call the dead balance 
is the sum which remains in his hands after the clearing of the Spring assizes, 
and that 900Z., I take it, lies in his hands for ever, that is to say, so long as he is 
treasurer. Probably at that time there would be about 7,000Z' or 8,000 Z. raised 
at the Spring assizes, part of which would be paid at the Summer assizes,' and 
there would be3,000Z. in his hands, perhaps from that time to the following assizes ; 
but I speak very generally, for I have not had any opportunity of looking at the 
hooks, in order to make this answer, and therefore I must give a very general 
opinion. 

160. Do you conceive there is always a balance in his hands equivalent to 
800 Z. or 900 Z. ?— Always. 

161. Are you aware how the treasurer disposes of that balance? — I take it 
for granted he either lays it out on deposit of stock, or I should think it very 
likely the treasurer of Kildare uses it for his own purposes, being an extensive 

agriculturist 
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agriculturist and miller, and his son being an extensive agriculturist, that he Mr. £. S. Sfiatoe. 
uses it for the purpose of buying and selling stock. -j— 

162. As the treasurer gives large security, are you of opinion that it is 10 May 1836. 
not incorrect that he should apply that money to his own purposes ? — I think 

not. 

163. Are you aware it is the general practice of treasurers to apply the 
balance in their hands to their own profit ? — I should think it was. 

164. You never heard that was considered incorrect? — I never heard them 
found fault with for making use of what is called the dead balance. 

165. Are you aware that it is the practice of treasurers to discount present- 
ments? — I believe it is. 

i6b. What interest do they charge upon these biUs ? — I think six per cent. ; 
that case I consider quite different ; I consider they should not do so ; hut it is 
principally owing to the very had Act of Parliament under which all grand jury 
business is conducted. 

167. Supposing a man, getting a presentment, knowing he was obliged to 
pay the labourers, and not having money of his own, applies to the treasurer to 
advance the money upon interest ; would not the man, on taking the present- 
ment, take that into accoxmt, and charge the county a larger sum for doing the 
work, than if he had not to pay that interest ? — I am sure he would take it into 
account. I conceive that arises from the last Act of Parliament ; when gen- 
tlemen were overseers, they very often advanced money or advanced credit ; (for 
my part I always advanced money for any roads that were taken out for which 
i was overseer.) Now, under the new Act, no one will advance a farthing ; 

I would not advance a farthing for one. Tlie people who take the contracts are 
not able to take them without credit, and they are obliged to obtain credit from 
the treasurer, or some one else. 

168. Does your answer apply to the old Act of Parliament, or the present ? — 
i speak of the present Act. 

169. Tlien the effect of that is to oblige counties to pay interest for their own 
money ? — Certainly. 

1 70. When you speak of advances by the treasurer, are those advances always 
made in money? — No; I have heard occasionally of meal being advanced by 
the treasurers. 

171. At the market price ? — Always over. 

172. Was the excess over the market price charged to pay the interest on 
the advance? — I conceive so. 

1 73. Do you conceive the treasurer runs any risk in making those advances ? 

— Not the slightest. 

174. That he was discounting the best bills? — Certainly. 

175. When the contractors do not apply to the treasurer for advances, what 
other persons do they apply to ? — To some small huckster or shopkeeper in the 
neighbourhood. 

176. What is the effect of that? — They will pay quite as much; that is, if 
they purchase meal, generally speaking they pay from is. to 2s. per cwt. over 
price ; the labourers, of course, are worse paid, and the county pays more in 
substance. 

777. Supposing a labourer receives at the rate of \0d. a day, and is obliged 
to pay for meal at a rate above the market price, has not that the effect of 
reducing his wages below the sum allowed by the grand jury ? — Decidedly it 
would ; but in consequence of the very bad mode of grand jury payments, the 
labourers are always obtained for more wages than they get from farmers in 
the neighbourhood. 

178. Has not that pradtice had the effect of preventing aU good workmen 
from taking einplo\inent on the roads ? — Generally speaking, the contractors 
•are obliged to take men who go with cars, or to tak.e them in consideration of 
the cars, as there is an advantage in the cars ; a small farmer has an advantage 
in hiring his car, and he makes a condition that there shall be so many 
labourers ; consequently there is generally a hiring as between the car and the 
man. The men who are sent with the cars are often totally distinct from the 

0.71. B3 owners; 
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ownere ; but they come upon them, and the owners of the cars let them be 
taken in as their men. 

179. Are treasurers generally in the practice of requiring fees ? — I have con- 
stantly known some small fee given on people obtaining payment of present- 
ments to the treasurer’s servant. Except that, I never knew of any fees ; I never 
had much to receive from them. 

180. Suppose that fee were resisted, what would he the consequence f — 
I believe the man would be put to trouble, and loss of time, and thereby 
to costs. 

181. It is an illegal fee ? — I believe they have been always obliged to give 
a shilling or two shillings to the man ; it was considered they must do so. I have 
myself been asked for the fee, when merely receiving monies granted to me as 
treasurer of a dispensary. I always refused to give it, and in consequence 
I have always got very cold looks. 

1 82. Have you been asked hy the treasurer ? — No. 

183. Are there any other duties discharged by the treasurer except that of 
merely paying money on account of the county ? — I am not aware of any. 

184. Do you think any of the duties of the treasurer could be transferred to 
the secretary' of the grand jury ? — Decidedly ; a person I consider might be 
secretary and treasurer ; they are not checks upon one another. 

385. Do you conceive that could be done with advantage in counties gene- 
rally? — I do not conceive it would he an advantage, except that by one person 
holding the two offices, he might be got at rather a reduced salary, otherwise I 
do not think there would be any advantage. The order is, that the treasurer is 
to receive all the money from the collectors of barony cess the day before the 
assizes, and we are told that those who do not pay the day before the assizes, 
shall not be entitled to their fees. I believe, however, it is known that the 
money is not paid in before the assizes ; some few will, but, generally speaking, 
the treasurer goes on receiving money during the whole of the assizes, and as 
soon as it is over, lie goes on paying it away ; so that supposing he wus to re- 
ceive the money during the assizes, he could not act as secretary to the grand 

jury- 

1 86. Are county officers in general, in your opinion, underpaid or overpaid? — 
I think the treasurer has a very good thing of it. The clerk of the Crown, who 
has been paid very' largely, appears to me to do very little for us. 

187. Would you approve of uniting the offices of clerk of the Crown and 
clerk of the peace ? — I think there would he nothing at all incompatible in it. 

1 88. Do you think a reduction in the expense to the county might ensue from 
tliat? — I do. 

189. Are you at all aware of the practice with respect to the management of 
gaols ? — Very little. 

190. Are there officers there which you think might he reduced in amount of 
salary ; the governor, for instance ? — At the present time I consider the safety 
of the public is in a great measure dependent upon them ; I hardly see how it 
can be otherwise. I have a great abhorrence of gaols myself. I have been 
ordered upon the Gaol Committee once or twice, and have gone; but in general 
I would prefer settling the whole accounts of the county, rather than go into the 
gaols. 

191. Mr. f>encA.] You were asked whether you do not consider it would be 
beneficial that the duties of treasurer should be performed by a bank ; what 
beneficial results do you think likely to follow from that ? — I do not think there 
would be any benefit whatever, except there would he a smaller salary'. 

1 92. Are you aware, from your personal knowledge, what rates of interest the 
treasurers generally receive for that dead balance Ij'ing in their hands? — ^Not 
from my own knowledge. 

193. Would you be astonished if it did not amount to more than 2 | per 
cent. ? — Very much astonished, because I know I am frequently in the habit of 
lending dead balances lying in my hands at 3 f per cent, at the least, as receiver 
under the Court of Chancery ; and I think the treasurer would know as well 
how to employ money as myself. 

194. You say that sometimes the treasurers apply money for their own pur- 
poses ; have you any knowledge of that, or is it mere conjecture ? — Merely con- 
jecture ; I cannot conceive that he would keep it lying idle. 

195- Is 
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1Q5. Is it necessary for the treasurer to have a sum lodged in the hank?— Mr- E. S. Sham. 
I do not think it is. 

106. You have mentioned that men proposing for public works are in the loMay 1836. 
habit of considering the increase of cost wliich getting money from the treasurer 
will amount to, and that they increase their tender in consequence of it; do you 
know that, under the last Act of Parliament, the lowest tender must be accepted? 

— Yes; but there is hardly any such thing as competition ; for all the menin the 
barony join with each other. 

197. You have stated that you have known instances of the treasurer advanc- 
ing meal? — I have. 

198. Was it in a year of great scarcity? — Not at all. 

199. That you have known it as a common practice? — Yes; that is to say, I 
have heard of it from the road-makers, who told me they got the meal from the 
treasurer ; beyond that I do not know. 

-200. You have also stated you have known fees given to the servants of trea- 
surers? — I have said very trifling, as a shilling or two on receiving the money. 

201. Do you consider a treasurer, wLo is in the habit of advancing meal, at 
a price beyond what it would bring in the market, for public works, and who 
sanctions his servant in receiving fees of this kind, is a person fit to be retained 
in that office ? — Bad habits establish these things. I think it is totally wrong 
his charging interest upon advances, provided the monies have been paid in. 

The case I mean to allude to is this; supposing, at the Spring assizes 1835 , 
a presentment was made, and that in the following October or November the 
contractor asked for aid, I think lie ought to get it, upon a proper certificate 
from the county engineer and magistrates. If that sum, however, had been pre- 
sented at the Summer assizes 1835 , I should think the treasurer would be 
justified in charging interest. 

202. That is on the principle of his not having the money in his hands? — 

Decidedly. 

203. But arc you not aware that by the Act of Parliament the contractor can 
obtain a certain portion of the sum upon the execution of part of the w'ork in 
hand ? — I am aware the Act says so ; but I am perfectly aware that he cannot 
get it. 

204. Mr. M. O’FerraU.] Will you state any instance, within your own know- 
ledge, where there has been a difficulty in getting that advance wffiich the Act 
authorizes ? — ITie Act does not state that the treasurer is bound to pay ; the Act 
merely says, the man may he entitled to get it. Supposing, for a moment, the 
contractor has a contract at tlie Spring assizes, if the contractor could account 
for half at the Summer assizes, I conceive he would get it as a matter of right ; 
as that, however, is a case that will hardly ever happen, in consequence of 
the number of days laid out for sessions previous to the Summer assizes, 
we will suppose that man is not able to call for the money till the month of 
October, at which period payments used to be uiade ; if he calls for it then, 
the treasurer is not hound to give it. A circumstance of that kind happened 
last Summer. The county engineer, a very respectable man, came to me, and 
recommended me to write to the county treasurer for an advance of half the 
contract, which amounted to 38 /. I told him I would not have any thing to do 
with the business, as the magistrates are now thrown out. I happen, unfortu- 
nately, to be chairman, and have no vote under the new Act. I have been 
chairman generally, in my neighbourhood, for years. I said, “ Do you write 
tlie order, it is your business.” He said, “ It will not come so well from me, 
as I have no power of doing it.” I said, “ Well, then, write a certificate.” He 
wrote down a certificate that the man was entitled to get an advance of 38 /. I 
got a neighbouring magistrate, who is at present high sherift' of Kildare, to go 
with me, and we went and viewed tlie road ourselves, and I certified under the 
certificate of the engineer, that the man had laid dowm the materials, and we felt 
confident he would account for his contract at the ensuing general sessions, 
and we therefore thought he was entitled to j^t that amount of 38 /. He went, 
as he told me, straight with that to the countv treasurer (this was in October or 
November last), who told him he had not any money; that he was very shortly 
to get money from Government to build a bridge, called Lord Downe’^s Bridge, for 
which tliere was an ad\unce from Government, and he was to come in a month. 

When he went, he was told by the treasurer, “ MTiy, I wTote you a letter by the 
post.” Now the man was in humble life, and very probably the letter might be 
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post-office for some time, and be returned to the dead letter office ; but 

lo May x83d. resultwas, that the man went 120 Irish miles, as he told me, witliout getting 
any thing, and at length he got 28 Z., upon which he paid interest, altliough the 
money had been presented at the Spring assizes of 1835 , and therefore was in 
the treasurer’s possession. 

20.5. Are you aware what are the regulations imposed by the late Act of Par- 
liament relative to those advances by the treasurer ? — I am not, except that I 
have read the Act, and I cannot understand by the Act how the treasurer is 
so bound to pay. 

206. The county treasurer is bound to pay in case the grand jury have placed 
an indorsement on the back of the presentment requiring him so to pay, and in 
case that advance is sanctioned at the next sessions ?— Neither of those prelimi- 
naries were performed in the case I have referred to, and therefore the treasurer 
was not hound to pay, I conceive. 

207. Mr. French.] You have stated, in answer to the question put to you, that 
you consider the labourers take employment from the farmers rather than for 
the public roads? — Decidedly. 

208. That is the impression on your mind? — Yes. 

209. You were asked whether you did not think the office of secretary to the 
grand jury' and that of treasurer could be combined ; do vou consider that, gene- 
rally speaking, the secretary to the grand jury' is a description of person that 
could give the security that is required for the office of treasurer ? — I do not. 

210. Mr. M. O’FerralL] Do you conceive that if the countv money was 
lodged in the bank, there could be any difficulty in employing the secret£U*y of 
the grand jury to make those orders on the bank ?~I do not. 

2U. Chairman.] Do you conceive the secretary of the grand jury should be 
authorized to make those orders on the bank, unless he gave the security now 
required?— Indeed I think it would not be safe if he had an unlimited power of 
drawing checks, unless he was to draw on the back of the original presentment, 
and send them in, or something like a check in that way. 

212. Mr. M. O’Ferrall.] Do you think a plan could be devised to make it 
safe ? — Something in that way, and there should be, of course, a particular clerk 
to check him ; if he had the power to draw on the bank, he might draw for hia 
ow'n purposes. 

213. Chairman.] Do you think that payment could be made by the clerk of 
the Crown handing the W'arrant, with the discharges marked, into the bank, and 
directing them to pay?— I think it could. 

214. Then in that case he would not require any order from the secretary of 
the grand jury ? — Certainly not. I think it would be better not to employ the 
secretaiy of the grand juiy' on such occasions. If the bank were in the town 
they might receive the money from the collectors, and pay as the quaere book was 
sent down to them, and exactly as the treasurer now does. Of course they mi o-bt 
pay it without any checks ; and with respect to Kildare, if the bank would send 
down a person to pay and receive, he would pay those warrants in the same way. 

215. Mr. ^ench .] — You said by the Act of Parliament the money was obliged 

to be paid in by the collector of the grand jury cess to the treasurer the day 
before the assizes ? — I did, ^ 

216. And notwithstanding that was not done, presentments for their fees were 
stUl levied?— Yes. 

217. Are you not aware that it is impossible to get a presentment in without 
his producing the certificate of the treasurer that the amount specified in his 
warrant has been levied and paid in by him ? — Decidedly ; I am quite aware of 
it, but it does not specify that the money has been paid in two days before. The 
fact is, that these certificates are constantly brought up the last day of the assizes. 
A man comes in, and meets you in the secretary’s room, and makes his affidavit, 
and you get it entered in the Barony Book for him. 

218. Captain JoRes.] You said that formerly the head overseer was in the habit 
of advancing money to the contractor ? — I did. 

219. And he has ceased to do so under the operation of the late Act? — 
Certainly. 

220. Will you describe to the Committee why the overseer has ceased to do 
that ? — Because there is no such person as head overseer under the late Act. 

221. Chairman.] On -what day is the money necessary to be paid in under the 
36 th Geo. 3 . ?— The second day of the assizes. The Committee are aware that 

we 
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•we acted under the 59tli Geo. 3., and we are now acting under the 3d & 4tli Mr. E. S. Shavx. 

Will. 4. They ought to pay in before the assizes, but I am quite aware tliey 

do not. ioMayj836. 

222. To M'hom is the grand warrant issued in your county ? — It is sent by the 
clerk of the Crown to the printer now ; formerly it passed from the clerk of the 
Crown to the treasurer, who got the quaere books printed from that. 

223. But now the quaere books are printed without passing through the trea- 
surer at all ? — Yes, unless the treasurer gets a copy of all presentments from the 
clerk of the crown. 

224. By whom are the warrants to the collector prepared and issued now? — 

All by the treasurer. 

225. You said in your examination, that you thought the treasurer ought to 
advance the money free of interest ? — I did, provided the money wns absolutely 
raised, if he ran no risk. 

226. Supposing the money to be absolutely raised, and in his hands, and that 
he advanced it to the overseer for a bridge, and that bridge fell, who w'ould be 
answ'erable ? — It is an extreme case, w'hich never occurred in my neighbour- 
hood ; but supposing for a moment the bridge did fall, I suppose the persons 
who w^ere securities for the contractor would be answerable. 

227. Then the treasurer must wait until he could in some manner get it from 
them ? — He must so. 

228. The county might call on him at any moment to make that good? — ^The 
county treasurer is bound to advance a part for what w^as done, if certified by 
the engineer ; if the engineer certified it, and it fell afterwards, the engineer 
must be a very ignorant person. I do not think the county can be in any 
danger in that case. 

229. Suppose the accounting overseer is much in debt to other people, 
takes an advance from the treasurer, and goes to America witliout accounting? 

— If he does, his materials are laid down, for w'hich he has got the advance, 
and any other person fulfilling that contract has the benefit of them. His 
security has been given in, signed by bond, and those sureties are considered 
answ^erable, and can be empowered to fulfil the contract. 

230. Do you conceive the treasurer, in case of the w^ork being afterwards 
done, would have a right to stop any advance he made to a former contractor ? — 

I do, because I consider the sureties of the contractor would be entitled to finish 
and execute the work, and the materials laid down are their property. I am in 
the habit of making them swear they are wmrth at least as much as they go secu- 
rity for. 

231. Mr. Plunkett.] Can you suggest any improvement in the appointment 
of treasurer, by which the duties of his ofiice would be better fulfilled? — 

I cannot. 

232. Chairman.] With reference to the office of the county surveyor, what 
is your opinion ? — I think they were very unnecessarj^ at the time of their 
appointment. I consider the county surveyors, as far as I have seen them, 
act with great propriety, and I believe they were very fairly appointed, and 
are well-conditioned, proper men; but I think they were very unnecessary. 

I think it is possible, in great counties, where very few grand jurors may have 
cognizance, they may have been necessary ; but in small counties they are 
totally unnecessarj', and entail a very heavy expense on them. 

233. Captain 17o«ej.] Do you think it would be desirable to doaway with them 
now? — I hardly think it would be fair to turn them out, as the Government 
have chosen to appoint them ; I think they have done their duty. 

234. Do you think it is desirable, if the present county surveyor were remu- 
nerated, to abolish the office altogether ? — I consider it was unnecessary ; but 
I think when men have got offices, have been brought forward, and have passed 
examinations, and conducted themselves well, it would be a hard case to turn 
them out. 

235. Chairman.] Do the country gentlemen in general, and the selected cess- 
payers, pay as much attention to the mode of executing the works as they did 
before? — Certainly not. 

236. From what do you conceive that arises ? — Because we conceive it is 
entirely taken out of our hands by the appointment of the county surveyors. 

0.71. c 237- Mr. 
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Mr. £. S. 5i5aa.e. ^ 37 - Captain Jone^.] Do you think the roads are in better or worse order since 

the appointment of the county surveyor ? — I should rather say they were in 

lo May 1836. better order ; but I think the expense is increased. 

238. Mr. French.'\ Do you not consider the construction of the road is 
improved, by having over them an intelligent and responsible officer? — I do. 

239. Do you not consider the appointment of that officer has tended to the 
proper execution of those works, and is a great cheek upon the perjury, which 
formerly was in the practice of being carried on by persons swearing to works 
that were not executed ? — I do not believe there was that perjury'. 

240. Do you believe there was not any perjury? — ^There is a great difference 
between any and a great deal. 

241. You do not consider it was carried on to a great extent? — Certainly 
not. 

242 . Chairman.^ With reference to the District Lunatic Asylums, to what dis- 
trict does Kildare belong? — To Carlow, and King’s County belongs to Mary- 
borough ; but I do not know any thing of the regrdations of either of them. 

243. As a grand juror, have you seen any of the accounts of either of them ? — 
Yes, I have seen the accounts of the Carlow Asylum. 

244. Were they laid before you?— They were, and appeared to be very 
correct. 

245. Are you aware how many inmates there are in that asylum, and at what 
cost they are maintained ?- — I am not ; by the Act of Parliament we pay a pro- 
portion of the cost, but I cannot charge myself with the number. 

246. Captain Jones.'] Can you suggest any alterations with respect to county 
officers, either as to the regulations of their offices or the proportion of their 
salaries, which would be attended with advantage to counties ? — No. I think the 
late Act of Parliament threw a great deal more duty on the secretaries of grand 
juries than they had formerly. It increased their duties much ; but I cannot 
say that in my opinion it increased them improperly. With the present duties 
of course I think they are paid little enough. With regard to the clerks of 
the Crown, they get enough. 

247. You seem to think the clerk of the Crown is highly paid; would you 
suggest any alteration in his salarv?~No, I never considered that subject 
at all. 

248. Chairman:] Are you at all aware of the amount of fees received by the 
secretary of the grand ju^ under the new Bill ? — I am aware the secretary of 
the grand jury' makes considerably now by furnisbing printed forms of contracts ; 
he is considered to make a good deal by that, but I am not aware what the 
profit is. From what I have heard, I am led to think he makes a great deal 
more profit than he did formerly. Altogether, I think the last Bill makes every 
thing dearer upon counties. 

249. Is the expense of the presentments upon counties greater now than 
it was when there were stamps ? — ^The stamps were a mere trifling considera- 
tion, they only gave trouble and annoyance. I certainly consider the expense 
of presentments now is more than it formerly was. ITie only objection to 
the stamp was, that a presentment was thrown out now and then if it was 
upon a wrong stamp ; for to a man taking out 30 /. or 40 /. the paying 2$. or 3 ^. 
for his stamp was a very trifling thing in the way of a per centage on the 
charge. 

250. Do you know what the charge now is upon the presentment ? — I am led 
to understand that there is a great loss of time to a man until he takes out his 
contract, and signs a bond, and that it costs him about 7s. 0 d. 

251. Mr. French.] I believe very frequently tbe person who puts in the pre- 
sentment does not get the contract ? — Not very frequently ; I have rarely seen 
any competition. I was chairman on the very last circuit at Carbery, Eden- 
derry and Philip Town, and there was not at either of these three places any 
competition, except in one instance, and that was of a man who had been 
annoyed, and Avho set up to annoy another. They all joined with one another. 
They say, “ You shall have this road, and I will have that road.” 

252. Jlr. Plunkett.] Do you think the county surveyor is able to do all the 
duties which devolve on his office now ? — I do not ; I do not think he does any 
thing like what he ought to do. 

^ 53 - Do you think in large counties, if there were more than one surveyor, the 
advantage derived to the public would be sufficient to counterbalance the expense 

of 
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of appointing more surveyors ? — I cannot pretend to give any opinion, except 
-with regard to the county of Kildare, King’s County and part of Cork. I am 
aware that the county surveyors are thought extremely well off in each of these 
places. They are very much approved, and considered honourable and correct 
people ; but my own opinion is, that they ought to go a great deal oftener to the 
roads than they do. 

254. They are unable to do the duty at present? — I doubt whether they are 
unable, but they do not do it. 

255. Mr. Longfield.'] In the county of Cork do you think it possible that 
they can do it r — The county of Cork is divided into two parts ; I allude to the 
neighbourhood of Youghal ; the surveyor pays great attention to that. He is a 
very respectable officer ; I never saw the gentleman, hut I know he is so. In 
the county of Kildare and in ICing’s County they have appeared before me, and 
they are both very respectable men. My own opinion, however, is, that in 
Kildare and King’s County the surveyors do not go about so often as they ought 
to do. The gentry have refused to act ; they consider the object of the law was 
to put them in disgrace, and therefore they will not do any thing. For my own 
part I would not look at a road, or give any opinion upon it. 

256. Mr. Frenc/t.] Have you considered yourself so much superseded by the 
Act, that you will not take any part in the business? — Yes, certainly. 

257. Are you aware of the provision of tlie Actwbich says, the accounts shall 
not pass, unless they are approved by the cess payers ? — ^Yes, we do not pass 
any account without the surveyor’s certificate. 

258. Do you consider his certidcate conclusive? — We do, quite conclusive. 

259. Mr. Plunkett.'] Then are you of opinion, in short, that the abolition of the 
office of county surveyor would he a benefit to the county, leaving it as it was be- 
fore ? — Yes, I think it would be better as it was before. 



James Marshall, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

260. Chairman.] YOU arc Secretary of the Provincial Bank of Ireland ? — Yes. 

261. There has been latterly a correspondence between the Provincial Bank 
and different gentlemen in Ireland, vfith reference to the office of county 
treasurer ? — ^Yes, in the county of Tyrone more particularly. 

2S2. Have you made yourself acquainted with the duties of county treasurer ? 
— In so fai’ as it can he performed by tbe bank I have. 

263. In how far do you conceive it can be performed by the bank? — So far 
as it consists in keeping the accounts, and rendering copies of these accounts, 
and if it be required, as I understand, that the county treasurer should super- 
intend the printing of the warrants ; if that be required of a bank undertaking 
the duty of treasurer, the provincial bank could do that also. 

264. The resident directors of the bank could receive the grsmd warrant from 
the clerk of the Crown, and have it properly printed ? — ^Yes. 

265. Are you aware of the accounts which, under the 13 th & 14 th Geo. 3 , 
c. 18 , the treasurer should render at each assizes ? — I am. 

266. Do you consider that the bank could have any difficulty in rendering 
such an account to the Clerk of the Crown? — I think not. 

267. Wliat part, then, of the treasurer’s duties are you of opinion that the bank 
could not do ? — If the officer of the bank were required to be absent frequently 
from the place of his residence, that is what the bank would not undertake. 
I do not know whether the hank officer would be so required or not ; I am not 
sufficiently acquainted with the duties of the county treasurer to know that ; but in 
so far as the treasurer is not required to go from the town in which he resides, 
I see nothing to prevent the bank from performing all those duties. 

26S. Do you conceive the manager of the bank could arrange and issue the 
warrants to the collectors ? — I presume he could do so, as far as the duty and 
labom of making up the necessarj' calculations is concerned. If it implies that 
there is a notice to be served upon tlie collector for which any person is held 
legally responsible, it might be necessary he should have the assistance of some 
official person in the county to do that. 

269. But if it be necessary for him to prepare the warrant, aud have it for- 
warded to each collector, you think he can do that without difficulty? — • 
Certainly, if delivering it means putting it into the post-office, or merely em- 
ploying a messenger for whose accuracy he is not responsible, if it is important 
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J. Esq. that the warrant should be delivered on a certain day, or at a certain hour, 

— I do not think the bank or bank officer should be required to incur the respon- 
10 May :836. sibilitv attached to that. 

270. Suppose the issue of the warrant to the collector, so far as sending it 
is concerned, were entrusted to the secretary of the grand jury, would there then 
be any difficulty in the bank undertaking the business of the treasurer ? — None 
at all, I conceive. 

27 1 . You are aware of the sum that is usually levied as a grand jury cess in 
reland? — I believe it is about 860 , 000 Z. 

272. Are you aware of the balances usually lying in the treasurer’s hands? — 
I have seen a printed statement of them in a Return to the House of Commons, 
and they seem to vary very considerably. 

273. Do you conceive the provincial hank, or any other hank, would undertake 
the duties of all the treasurers of Ireland, or of any particular treasurer, for the 
use of the money in their hands ? — I have no doubt they could. 

274. Without any salary? — Without any salary. 

275. Do you conceive the bank would give any further security to the 
counties ? — I think it is not likely that the directors of the bank would consider 
they ought to be asked for any security in such a case, seeing that as the hankers 
of the Government at this moment, in all places in Ireland beyond 50 miles from 
Dublin, they have functions to perform every week, which imply their being 
entrusted with the receipt and remittance of sums amounting frequently to more 
than the whole of the money levied in any county for a year, and they are not 
called upon to afford security to the government for the performance of these 
duties any more than a banker is required by any private gentleman to afford 
security to him for depositing his money. 

276. I believe every individual shareholder in your bank is responsible for the 
full amount of his property ?— Yes, not only the capital stock of the hank, which 
is two millions (that amount is not called up, but every share is liable to be 
called up for its full amount), but the amount of every man’s property who is a 
shareholder is liable for the obligations of the bank. 

277. Have you been looking at the grand warrant, as it is called ? — Yes. 

278. Would there be any difficulty in handing to the local director or 
manager of the bank that grand warrant, with the sum which he is to pay 
marked on the margin? — None in the world, I think. 

27y. You could pay from that grand warrant without the intervention of any 
county officer drawing checks?— I presume so, if an authentic copy were 
delivered to us under proper authority. 

280. Mr. French.^ Can you tell me what would he the expense of appointing 
officers for the applotment of the sum to be levied after each assizes, issuing 
their warrants, in short, doing ail the business of the present treasurers in 
Ireland ? — I am not able to answer that question, as I am not aware of the extent 
to which it applies. 

281. * Can you state what is the gross amount of the balance in the 
treasurers’ hands in the different counties of Ireland ? — I must look at the only 
document I have seen to answer that ; I never made any estimate of it. 

282. Can you say on what foundation you gave your answer, when you said 
you thought the provincial hank could undertake to do all that business for no 
other compensation than the use of the money lodged in their hands ? — From 
my general knowledge of the subject, I know the amount to be considerable in 
every county, and I have now been enabled to state that the sum levied is 
860 , 000 1 ., and knowing that a considerable part of that money must remain in 
the hands of the bank, I know it must he what bankers call a good account. 

283. You do not know the amount of money which must lie in your hands, 
and you do not know the extent of duty, yet you know that the bank would 
undertake the whole of that duty without any other compensation ? — Although 
I do not know the exact amount, or the fall extent of the duty, yet I think I 
know enough to he able to say that. 

284. Chairman!] What do you conceive to he the duties ? — I conceive the clerk 
of the Crown would del iver in this case to the bank, or to the officer of the bank 
who is to perform the duty, the grand warrant which was to be levied. There 
appears to me to be no difficulty in the bank’s officer making all the calculations 
w'hich are connected with that duty, making out the sub-divisions of the war- 
rant which may be necessary to serve on the collectors or sub-collectors, or 

whoever 
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whoever are to be employed in getting it in. I do not see any difficulty in the 
bank doing that. I said before that I did not see that the bank ought to be 
responsible, if any legal responsibility attaches to delivering such notices, with- 
out having the assistance of an official person in the county upon whom the re- 
sponsibility of the delivery ought to lie ; after the notices have been completed, 
then come the receipt and disbursement of the money, and the making up of 
the account, as has been already explained. These are the duties, as I under- 
stand them. 

285. Mr. French^ Then, the amount of your evidence goes to this, that the 
making up the accounts which are now done by the treasurer, and the paying 
of the money, might be performed by the bank ? — Yes. 

286. How would you manage in assize towns, where there are no banks ; for 
you mentioned that the manager of the bank could not leave the town ? — I am 
not at present aware of any such towns, except within the 50 miles of Dublin, 
where, by reason of the Bank of Ireland Charter, we cannot act. 

287. I believe in Roscommon and some of the assize towns in Connaught 
you have not a bank ? — ^No ; but in such a case we should make special provision. 

288. You would give no other security except the general (ffiaracter of your 
bank ? — The liability of all the partners — tlie actual liability and responsibility 
of the parties who are shareholders. 

289. Supposing now that some of those persons who had money to receive 
refused to take your notes ; would not you be under great inconvenience in hav- 
ing to bring gold to those different assize towns ? — That is not a thing very likely 
to happen. 

290. You must be equally prepared with gold in those assize towns as you are 
in your banking town? — If it became necessary, we should provide ourselves 
with gold ; but seeing that our notes are received in payment of all the King’s 
duties, it is not a likely thing that such a difficulty would occur. 

291. Mr. Plwnkett.'] In what county do you reside? — I do not reside in Ire- 
land at all ; the head quarters of the establishment is in London. I have oc- 
casion to visit Ireland pretty often. I was there all last winter. 

292. You have no opportunity of knowing what is the amount of balance of 
grand jury assessments remaining in the bank in any one part of Ireland ? — I 
can only speak from several county treasurers keeping their accounts with us, 
some of them with considerable balances, and some of them with the reverse. 
They are so very various, I cannot state the average amount. 

293. Mr. French.'] What amount of balance should you conceive sufficient to 
compensate you for the trouble ? — That is a question I cannot exactly answer. 
A banker who issues notes derives advantage from a deposit account in two 
ways ; first, from the use of the money, if it lies any time with him ; and, 
secondly, the sums vrhen drawn out are productive of a circulation of his notes. 
In these two ways the bank would be recompensed. 

294. You are looking to be recompensed as much by the one as by the other ? 
— That depends on circumstances ; each forms an element ; but in certain cases 
it would not be correct to say that we looked as much to the one as to the other. 

29,5. But each constitutes an element? — We look to each. 

29C. Mr. Plunkett.] You have several balances of county treasurers in the 
hands of your bank ? — Yes, they lodge them on their private accounts. We 
know that the gentlemen are county treasurers ; but they do not lodge the 
money in the capacity of county treasurers, or as comity money. We do not 
inquire from whence the money comes. 

297. Are they in the habit of leaving these balances with you from assize to 
assize? — No, there is no such thing, as far as my experience goes. The county 
treasurer who keeps an account with us, opens such account as any other indi- 
vidual does in trade or otherwise, and the balances in such accounts fluctuate 
from day to day. Money is constantly coming in and going out ; on some of 
such acounts there is always a considerable balance remaining ; but whether 
that be the exact balance of county money, we have no means of knowing. 

298. There is always a considerable balance of the county treasurer remaining 
in your hands ? — Yes, upon most of the accounts that we are acquainted with. 

" 99 ' What rate of interest are you in the habit of allowing to treasurers for 
their deposits ? — Some of them get no interest at all. If any gentleman lodges 
money in deposit, or if the treasurers choose to lodge money upon what we call 
permanent deposit (that is to say it must lie three months before it is touched), 
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they two or two-and-a-half per cent. : in Ulster we give two-and-a-half i>er 
cent, in ordinary cases of permanent deposit ; but we allow nothing on the fluc- 
tuating balances of current accounts. In this respect we followed the established 
custom of that part of the country ; but in the south we allow two per cent, on 
permanent deposits, and one per cent, on the balances of current accounts. 
Some of the very best accounts we have of that description are in the south, 
where only one per cent, is allowed. 



Major Warhurton, called in ; and Examined. 

300. YOU have been for some time a resident magistrate in Ireland ? — I have 
not been a resident magistrate ; I have been Inspector.-General of the Con- 
stabulary for the province of Connaught for three years. 

301. How many counties does that district include? — Five counties in the 
province, and the county of Clare was added to the district. 

302. What is the general amount of the sums levied on each county of that 
district for the expense of the Constabulary Force? — I can furnish the Com- 
mittee with an account of the total expense of the Constabulary Force for the 
year 1835. — [See Appendix.] 

303. Captain Jones.] Are the stipendiary magistrates appointed under the Peace 
Preservation Act ? — Tliere are three separate modes of appointing magistrates ; 
one class is appointed under the Constabulary Act, another under the Peace 
Preservation Act, and the third are stipendiary magistrates appointed by the 
Government, with which the counties have nothing to do. 

304. Mr. French?^ Generally speaking the counties pay half the expense of 
the magistrates, and one-half is the proportion the Goverment have taken where 
they pay any thing ? — One-half is the proportion paid by the county for the 
resident magistrates under the late Constabulary Act. I think there are not 
more than six of thaf class. With respect to the magistrates "who are appointed 
under the Peace Preservation Act, the Government pays two-thirds of the 
expense, and the counties only one-third. 

305. Ckairman.l By whom are the accounts relative to the constabulary pre- 
pared? — They are prepared by the paymasters of the several counties half- 
yearly, and transmitted to the Inspector-General of the Province for audit ; that 
is, in order to see that the charges are according to the regulation, and that the 
number of men and officers are properly charged for in the returns ; but they 
are ultimately audited by the Board of Public Accounts. The Peace Preserva- 
tion presentments are audited by the grand juries. 

306. Where does the Board of Public Accounts sit? — In Liondon. 

307. What documents come before the board of public accounts? — Every 
document connected with the accounts, the general return, the names of the 
men and officers, and the period of service. 

308. How is that certified ?— By the Inspector-General, and vouched in the 
affidavit of the paymaster. 

309. Are these accounts submitted to the grand jury of the difterent coun- 
ties ? — ^There is an abstract of these accounts, which gives the general heads of 
expenditure submitted to the grand juries. 

310. Does it give the details of the expenditure, or merely general heads ? — 
The general heads. 

311. Do you not think it would be very desirable to give them the details ? — 
My opinion of the matter is this, that nothing can be more strict than the audit 
by the board of public accounts. K the grand jury were to be furnished with 
the details of these accounts, I do not think the time allotted to the grand jury 
would suffice for the examination. 

312. Mr. French.] Have the grand jury any power to object to any items in 
these accounts ? — ^That involves another question. The grand jury I think are 
authorized to object to any part of the expenditure, and to make that objection 
to the Government ; but they have no power to stop the presentment, or to 
interfere with the account as it then stands. They have a right to remonstrate 
against it ; but they have no power to interfere with it. The presentment must 
be passed ; for the judge is bound not to fiat any other presentment until that is 
passed. 

313. Chairman.] Have you ever known in your counties any difference of 
opinion arise between the grand juries and the Government on the subject of 
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these presentments ; a refusal, in fact, on the part of grand juries to present?-— 
No, I do not recollect an instance, except once in Roscommon, when there was 
an objection to an item which I had an opportunity of explaining to the grand 
jury. 

314. There was an objectionto the item? — Yes. 

315. How was that question settled with the grand jury? — It was a mistake 
in the making out of the account, and I had an opportunity of explaining it to 
the grand jury, with which explanation they were satisfied. 

316; Mr, French.] In fact, the mistake was corrected? — Yes. When I say 
that, perhaps I ought to explain that it was on the score of barrack expenditure, 
as the fund for barrack allow'ances had accumulated considerably. It was con- 
sidered necessary to give the men hair mattrasses, instead of straw, which came 
to a large sum, and it was put down in the presentment as a substantive item, 
whereas really it ought to have been a part of the barrack expenditure from that 
fund. It was in that way the objection occinred ; and the honourable Member 
for Roscommon, now present, who was foreman of the grand jury, having called 
my attention to it, it was explained. 

317. Chairman.'] How is that account of barrack expenditure kept? — The 
account of barrack expenditure is kept in this way ; there is an allowance per 
man per w'eek for barrack allowances, the barrack rents are paid ont of that 
fund, and the barrack furniture is also paid out of it. 

318. When is that brought to the credit of the counties ? — In the net yearly 
accounts. 

319. Instead, then, of your barrack expenditure accounts bearing upon the 
face of them the rents paid for each barrack, and so on in detail, it merely 
states the per centage of so much per man ? — ITiat is stated ; but there is also 
handed in an account of the number of barracks, the names of the proprietors, 
and the rent paid in each county. 

320. So that there is a double account ? — Yes, to that extent ; a general and 
explanatory account. 

321. Would it not be more simple to state in the same account the amount 
expended in each year in barrack details ? — It was considered that so much per 
man per week w'^as the most convenient allowance, because in many places the 
men are obliged to go to places where there were no barracks, and they are 
obliged to pay for lodgings. The allowance covered the expense of their lodg- 
ings, and it obviated the necessity of an additional allowance. It was upon 
that calctdation the fund was created. 

322. Mr. French.] Do you consider there is a strong objection on the part of 
the grand juries to these compulsory rates ; do they consider it ought to be borne 
fiy fkc general fund of the county, and not throvTi exclusively upon the land? — 
I believe there is but one opinion upon that subject on the part of grand juries, 
as far as I have ever heard them express any opinion upon it. 

323. Chairman.] Can you state what portion of the expense of the constabu- 
lary force is not charged upon the counties ? — The following items of constabu- 
lary expenses are not chargeable to the counties : — 

Purchase of Horses, Saddlery, Forage, livery, and Grazing. 

Forage caps, stocks, and clasps, turn-screw and worn), and other articles of necessaries, 
paid for by the men. ' 

Curry-comb and brush, nose-hag, scissors, brushes, mane-comb and sponges, horse-pickers 
handcuffs, paid for by Government. ’ 

Extra salary to paymaster, allowance for postage, stationery, and repair of horse equip 
meats. ^ ^ 

Pay and allowances of the Inspector-General. 

Superintendent of Police, county of Dublin. 

Salary of agent. 

Rent of store, at 10 1 . per annum, to each paymaster. 
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Joi'is, 12’’'die Maii, 1836 . 



MEMBERS PRE.SENT. 

Sir Robert Ferguson. I Captain Jones. 

Mr. Richard More O’Ferrall. | Mr. Fitzstephen French. 

Lord Viscount Ebrington. j Mr. Richard Longfield. 

Mr. Randle Plunkett. j Sir Edmond Hayes. 

SIR ROBERT FERGUSON in the Chair. 



George Macartney, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

324, Chairman.] YOU are a magistrate, I believe, of the county of Antrim? 
— I am a magistrate of the county of Antrim, and a grand juror of the county 
of Antrim and the county of Louth ; the first for 21 years, and the latter for 
eight years. 

335. Has the attention of the grand juries been directed to the subjects of 
salaries and duties of public officers, and compulsory assessments ? — The grand 
jury of the county of Antrim have been particularly anxious to draw the atten- 
tion of Parliament to a portion of the assessments they are compelled by law to 
present, or in default thereof, are prevented granting any money for any other 
purposes until such are made. 

326. To which presentments do you more particularly allude? — I can take 
them in succession ; but in addition, I beg to say, there was a strong memorial 
agreed to unanimously by the grand jury of the county of Antrim, at the last 
assizes, prating the interference of Parliament on that subject, which has been 
intrusted to our county member, who is at present absent. The first officer I 
find in this book here is the clerk of the Crown. My own opinion has ever been, 
that the offices of clerk of the Crown and clerk of the peace might be united, with 
great advantage to the public service, if there -was an office provided within the 
county in a proper situation. 

327. Axe you aware that the offices are united in any county? — have heard 
of some counties where they are so. The clerk of the Crown for our county 
resides in Dublin, and consequently all the communications w'ith the magistrates 
have the delay of going to him and coming back again. 

328. Does the clerk of the peace reside in the county of Antrim ? — Yes, but in 
a distant part of the country, so that his office is not at all central, and it is very 
inconvenient on certain opcasions, where certain notices are to be served person- 
ally for the public service. 

329. The county town of Antrim is particularly inconvenient ? — Very, for the 
general purposes of a county of its extent, being as much as 43 miles, I think, 
from one portion of our county. 

330. In f^ct, it is wdtliout your county ? — It is in a county within a county. 

331. Do I understand you that the offices might be united with great advan- 
tage to the public, and the situation of the place where the office should be held 
left to the magistrates or the grand jury ?— I should say to the magistrates, with 
the sanction of the judges. 

332. What is the next officer ? — With respect to the salary of the clerk of 
the Crown, the sole duty that we know of his doing is just at the two assizes 
for the county. Whether the salary of 184 Z. 12 s. 3d. half-yearly for a first class 
county is too much, I am not at this moment competent to judge. 

333. Do you know how he provides for the holiiing of an office within your 
county ? — The secretary of the grand jury has charge of the Crown papers from 
assizes to assizes, and there is in the Court-house what is called a Crown-office, 
in charge of that officer during the absence of the clerk of the Crown. 

334. Captain Jones.] In the event of the two offices being joined, do you con- 
template any saving of expense to the counties ? — No, I do not in ’ point of 
salary ; but I contemplate a great deal more efficiency in the execution of both 
offices. 

335. Chairman.] What is the next officer? — ^The next officer is the trea- 
surer, In the county of Antrim the extent of presentments annually is veiy^ 

large, 
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large, being sometimes as niuch in the year as 45,000i. ; from 42,000Z. to 
45,000/. the last year, I think. 

336. Do you know the amount of balances ? — I had an opportunity of know- 
ing the balance of the late treasurer’s accounts at his death, in consequence of 
being one of a committee of the grand jury to audit those accounts as far as we 
were empowered, and from having had communication indirectly with his execu- 
trix. The committee ascertained that the money was in the bank, and the balance 
was then something exceeding 14,000/., which I take it, from my knowledge of 
the county of Antrim, is what is called the dead balance, and has been for some 
years (varying from 10,000/. to 14,000/.) 

337. Do you remember the date when that balance was struck? — ^The 
treasurer died, I think, in February, but it was a balance that could not be mate- 
rially affected by any payments that he could be called on to make till the 
assizes. 

338. Has there been any recommendation made with reference to the salary 
of that officer ? — I have reason to know that some magistrates, previous to the 
election of the present treasurer, had it in contemplation to make terms, that in 
case Parliament saw the necessity of doing away with the office of treasurer, 
whoever was the successor was not to seek for remuneration from the county of 
Antrim ; and I myself, as a magistrate, gave notice to two of the parties that I 
should perhaps feel it my duty to originate such a proposition at the then coming 
assizes ; our petition goes generally to reducing the charges on counties. 

339. In what manner did you contemplate reducing the office? — We scarcely 
made up our minds as to that, but in the county of Antrim our treasurer 
having 14,000/. at his death, and the county having only security for 8,000/. it 
appeared to many to be a monstrous thing there should be even the risk of his 
executors walking off with the difference ; and not only that, but the executors, or 
some person for them, issued a notice that they were the parties to receive the 
levy of the preceding assizes from the collectors, and in consequence of that, I 
had a case put to counsel on my own responsibility, to know what notice sliould 
be published by any indi^dduals or the grand jury, to prevent such a sum of 
money going into the hands of persons as I believed not legally authorized to 
receive it ; and I received the advice of counsel to appoint a committee of the 
grand jury to receive that sum, which amounted to 22,000/., and to discharge the 
collectors in the usual way, for which course we received the approbation of the 
court. 

340. Captain Jones.'] Is it possible under this statement you have just 
made, that the treasurer had a balance of 14,000/. in his hands atlas death, and 
that his executor might have received in addition 22,000/., the money laid on at 
the last assizes, so that there would in that case have been 36,000/. in their hands, 
while you had only 8,000/. security? — Certainly, that was the state of the case 
in Antrim. 

341. If the treasurer had received this sum of money and became a de- 
faulter, would not the county have been compelled to make good the deficiency? 
— All but the 8,000/. If the treasurer had hved to the first day of the assizes, 
and had taken that money and died, all we could have claimed against his exe- 
cutors in law would have been 8,000/. and then we should have become simple 
contract creditors for the rem.ainder. 

342. Chairman.] Have you any suggestions to make with reference to the office, 
either as to the amount of security or the mode of payment? — I would certainly, 
so far as my judgment goes, take all interference with the possession of 
the money from the treasurer, if it could be fairly done. As to the county 
of Antrim, there would be no difficulty in getting a bank to take it, in my 
opinion. 

343. Captain Jones.] Have you ascertained whether any of the banks would 
be likely to undertake it ? — I have heard from more than one that they would 
be glad to do so. 

344. Upon what terms? — That I cannot answer; but with respect to the 
balance and the mode of dealing of the late treasurer, I can give you some evi- 
dence. 

34,5. In the event of the banks undertaking it, you think the counties 
would have greater security than they have at this moment? — Yes. 

346. Chair 7 iian.] Do you contemplate that there might be any diminution of 
0.73. D charge 
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charge ? — Not in such a county as Antrim. I think the salary is not too much 
for the duties which may he and are imposed hy statute on the treasurer. 

347. Do you consider tliat such an officer would be required ? — I do. 

348. For what purposes? — For the general purposes of a county. 

349. For what purposes do you consider a treasurer would be required 
that might not be carried into eftect by a secretary ? — I think the law imposes 
such duties on the secretary', that you cannot add much more to them. As far 
as my judgment goes, under the present law, you impose very heavy duties on 
the secretary, and he had very extensive duties before in large counties. 

350. Wliat would be the duties of the treasurer for the performance of 
which you conceive it would be necessary' to keep such an officer? — I would say, 
keeping up all the books between the county, the court and the bankers, I 
think it is necessary to have a person there, but perhaps tlie salary may be too 
high for a first class county. 

35 1 . Are you aware of the accounts wliich the treasurer is by law bound to 
lodge with the clerk of the Crown ? — No. I am aware of the treasurer being 
obliged, upon the first day of the assizes, to swear to his account in open court, 
to swear to his balances and his payments from the preceding assizes to the first 
day of those assizes, and lay a copy of the same before the grand jury. 

352. Are you aware that the law also requires him to lodge mth the clerk of 
the Crown a detailed account of all receipts and payments with tlieir dates, 
which detailed account is to be entered in a book kept by the clerk of the Crown 
for that purpose ? — I am not aware that it is so. Perhaps the late treasurer used 
to do it, but I am not aware of it. 

353. If that provision were strictly enforced, do you conceive the treasurer's 
office would be required, as regards accounts ? — You may change the denomina- 
tion of the officer, but you require an officer between the public, the court, the 
grand jury and the place where you deposit the money, as a sufficient check. 

354. My question was, with reference to this, do you conceive that such an 
account lodged with the clerk of the Crown would not be a sufficient check ? — 
It might for so much of the duty of the treasurer ; but, as I told you in my evi- 
dence with respect to the clerk of the Crown, he is out of the county, and that 
would be one of the difficulties. 

355. Do you consider the office would be necessary as regards the people who 
have demands for small sums ? — I think some officer of the kind is necessary, 
I will not say a treasurer. 

356. Do you not conceive that the bank would do that ? — ^No ; not from my 
experience of banks. 

357. If the bank would undertake those payments from the county book, with 
the discharges marked upon it, would there then be any necessity for such an 
officer ? — If an arrangement of the kind could be made, quoad that part of the 
treasurer’s duty, he might be dispensed with. 

358. Have you any other suggestions to make relative to the office of trea- 
surer ? — As to the mode of managing their balance. 

359. Do you know the mode in which treasurers in general employ the dead 
balance in their hands ? — As far as I have ascertained, from what I consider 
good authority, a communication with the treasurers themselves, both of Louth 
and Antrim, neither the late treasurer of Antrim, nor the existing treasurer of 
Louth, have made use of the dead balance. In Antrim, in consequence of its 
being a veiy large dead balance, the northern bank, as I have heard and believe, 
from a person who knew a good deal of the treasurer’s arrangements, allowed 
the treasurer from a quarter to a half per cent, more than they generally do for 
deposits. He consequently never used the money in any way ; and' I have 
reason to know that his father, who was treasurer before him, was very nearly 
seriously inconvenienced by having lent money to parties who did not come 
forward in time. ITie gentleman who was treasurer many years afterwards 
adopted a very proper line both for himself and the county, of never taking it 
from his bank. Tiiat was a private bank that he kept his account in. 

360. He might have been in the same situation if any thing had happened to 
that bank? — Yes ; and, with regard to the balance of the treasurer, his executors 
or administratrix made no secret, when before the committee of the grand jury, 
that so long as that balance could remain unpaid to a successor she would 
receive the interest ; and, consequently, there appeared a difficulty in the way of 
our discharging her, as no discharge was valid but the receipt of the succeeding 

treasurer ; 
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treasurer j and that money stands in her name to this moment, I believe I do G. Macartntv, Esq 

not think our treasurer has taken up tlie money yet. Perhaps 1 may here men- “ 

tion the great inconvenience caused by the defect of the law under such circum- ‘^36. 

st^ces as the count)’ of Antrim, where it does not allow us to hold an election 
before an assizes. There should be some provision to prevent the county busi- 
ness being at a stand; for those payments, to the amount of 20,000/., which 
di^scharged by the court and grand jury at the assizes somewhere about the 
20th March, are not paid, as I believe, to this moment. This creates very serious 
inconvenience in such a county as Antrim, or indeed in any county As to the 
inspector-general of prisons, his duty is a mere farce as to any benefit the county 
derived from his services, so far as my experience goes; and at one time when his 
report was actually before the grand jury of Antrim, speaking in liigh terms of 
one or two of the officers of the House of Correction, serious charges were laid 
betore the grand jury against them, and finally proved to be true. The next 
officer is the clerk of the peace. I have said dl that I can say upon him with 
the ctok of the Crown. The next officer is the grand jury secretary His 
duties have been very much increased by the new Road Acts or grand jury laws. 

1 thmk the mode of payment a very objectionable one, that of fees. Upon the 
secretary working the system for about eight months, he considered his trouble 
expense and occupation so very much increased, that he applied to the then 
grand jury for an increase of salary. 

is the amount of his salary?— His salary, under 
the 4th Geo. 4, is 220 Z. a year of late currency. In consequence of that memo- 
rial, the f^anii jury examined the statute, and found there was no power to 
mcrease his salary ; and on further examination they were satisfied that he was 
already sufficiently remunerated by the fees. 

362. Chairman.'} Did you ascertain the amount of the fees ?— We did by cal- 
culation It was very easily ascertained, for we took the Schedule that had 
passed the sessions, and by that we were able exactly to make out the account 

303- Do you recollect what it amounted to?— I think we ascertained that 
beyond his expenses, he would have an increase of upwards of 250Z. a year by 
the fees, if the county continued approving of works to tliat extent. 

364- His salary is to cover the amount of his expenses -in journies? 

les, and his clerks ; for he was obliged to put on a large number of clerks. It 
IS to cover his expenses generally. 

365. IIow many baronies have you in the county of Antrim ?— Fourteen 
baronial divisions. 

366. Has not business very much increased by your being obliged to bold a 

session m each division ?— It has needlessly increased ; it is rather a drawback 

to the business than furthering it, so many sessions. 

367- What are the next officers ?— There are small salaries paid to the sheriff 
the judge s crier, and the barrister’s crier, but they are of very little importance! 

The next that appears in this book is the mode of providing for the salaries of 
the officers of the gaol. I tliink those could not be put on a better system than 
the present, or the mode of providing for the gaols ; at the same time, the use of 
the gaol and the purposes of it are for the benefit of the state generally. The 
whole of the mercantile part of the country receives the protectionof the consta- 
bula^’, as well as the use of ^11 our public establishments ; yet all tliat forms a 
portion of om corapulsor)’ expenses ; and it is almost the unanimous opinion of 
iffie l^ded interest that those charges should go upon the country generally 
I he landed interest pay their proportion to the consolidated fund, and th4 
pay the entire of county assessnaents. The whole town of Belfast, and 
all the mercantile propert)' of Antrim, which is extensive, ought to contribute 
their portion ; and if you take the return from our county of all the trials and 
convictions, you will find the number sent from the district of Belfast is far 
greater than from any other, in some places double; and we complain that those 
charges should he i>ut solely upon the land. 

368. -Are you aware of the gaol expenses which are at present paid by the 

counties in Ireland, which, in England, are borne by the consolidated fund ? 

No ; 1 do not know the system in England. 

369. Are you aware that the expenses of the conveyance of prisoners from 
the gaols in England to the place of embarkation, and also all travelling expenses, 
and every other expense relative to the inspectors generally, are paid from the 

® 2 consolidated 
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consolidated fund ? — I have heard so ; and the conveyance of prisoners and 
convicts is a very considerable item in the county expenses. 

370. You are not aware that there is any reason for a diiFerence between the 
two countries in that respect ? — ^No. 

371. What is your opinion as to county infirmaries? — My own opinion is, 
that we do not receive that benefit from the extent of presentments for the 
county infirmary that such an establishment ought to give us in Antrim. 

372. The county infirmary, I believe, is situated in Antrim, at one extreme 
of the county? — Yes, at the southern extreme. 

373. Mr. Longfield.'] In thecounty of Antrim, have you wards for surgical cases 
attached to any of the dispensaries? — No, I do not know of any dispensaries 
where it is so ; it may be so at the fever hospital. 

374. Chairraan.'l What would you recommend to make the accommodation 
at present had at the county infirmary more generally useful ? — By increas- 
ing the assistance to local dispensaries upon the present system of equal 
subscription, so that they could attach a surgical ward to certain districts, as also 
fever wards. 

375. To what extent round the county hospital is the benefit of it supposed 
more particularly to extend ? — I should say, the accommodation in the county 
of Antrim has not extended beyond 20 miles to any effect, and has been 
applied to the relief of parties belonging to another county, and residing in 
another county. 

376. Mr. Longfield.'] Would you abolish the county infirmary altogether ? — 
As far as the advantage I see to the county goes, I would. I see no equivalent 
for the sum of money put upon the county-rate. 

377. Mr. Plunltett.] If it was situated more centrically in the county, would 
it be better? — Under proper management it might be of use. I say the exten- 
sion of fever hospitals and dispensaries has done away, in a great measure, with 
the necessity for such an establishment. 

378. Chairman.] What is the next? — The lunatic asylum is the next. 
That we have objected to always very much in the county of Antrim. It 
is an impost by statute to a large amount, and we have no control over it. , The 
governors seem to be self-elected, in a great measure, and at the last assizes 
sez'ious complaints were made by the committee appointed from the preceding 
assizes, as to the local management of the interior, and the non-responsibility of 
any parties for laying out large sums that we are compelled by statute to present 
for additions, improvements and extensions. The county of Antrim, originally, 
w^as taxed with a sum for building it, somewhere about 11 , 16 U. IO5. which we 
are repaying by instalments now. We pay on an average, I think, somewhere 
from 600 ^. to TOOL each assizes, one year with another, and we have never had a 
hundred patients in the hospital in any one year. 

379. Sir Edmond Hayes.] What is your number of patients? — Dowm and 
Antrim run together ; there is very little difference, and the third county, which 
is the county of Carrickfergus, never has more than six. The latter pays a very 
small proportion, and therefore the counties of Down and Antrim w^ere mulcted 
very severely for the building. In establishing a hospital for three counties, you 
w'ould suppose a fair assessment would be made, but upon Carrickfergus a very 
small, a merely nominal proportion of this sum was put in proportion to the 
other two, though it comes in as a third county. If the county of Derry had 
been put with us, or any other county of large extent, we should not have been 
mulcted in that proportion. 

380. Chairman.] What is the population included within the district of 
the Belfast lunatic asylum? — According to this document, I see they give 
by the population returns, 677 , 000 ; of that, Antrim has 316 , 900 , and Carriek- 
fergus only 8 , 700 . 

381. If another large county had been added, you must have had a propor- 
tionably large building? — ^We think it is very large according to the money we 
pay for it, and they are applying every day for increased accommodation. 

382. Are the accounts in any manner submitted to you as grand jurors ?— 
Not to control them, but, pursuant to the directions of the statute, they go 
through the form of laying an account before the grand jury, and then the autho- 
rity to present comes from government in the form of a missive from whoever is 
the secretary or under secretary for the time being. 

383. Are 
0 
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383. Are the accounts ever laid before you as grand jurors? — Not to g. M acartney, Etq. 

audit. — 

384. Is the opinion of the grand jury ever asked, or can they in any manner May 1836. 
interfere with respect to any additions or alterations in the house ? — Not, as I 

conceive, under the present system. It rests entirely with the governors. 

385. Captain Jones.'] Do these charges vary from year to year? — Very much. 

386. Then the parties who have the power of increasing or diminishing the 
charge, are the directors who are not appointed by you ? — ^Who are not ap- 
pointed by us. 

387. By whom are they appointed? — By the Lord Lieutenant in the first 
instance, and added to on the recommendation of the grand jury sometimes. 

388. Chairman.'] Have you any suggestions to make relative to the ac- 
counts or mode of management of the district lunatic asylum, or the control 
grand juries should have over them r — I should think where the grand jury 
are bound to present, they should have a controUing power over the extent of 
the expenditure, and over the auditing of the accounts. 

389. In the same manner as they have at present over the gaol? — Yes. 

390. To what lunatic asylum do the county Louth send their patients? — To 
the Richmond Hospital in Dublin. 

391. Tliat was built, I believe, at the public expense? — Yes, and no addi- 
tional charge is put upon the county for building. 

392. That was, in fact, built as a lunatic asylum for all Ireland? — At the 
time. 

393. And the government got rid of the charge of supporting the patients in 
it, and threw it upon the counties? — Yes. 

39^|. Are you aware of the provisions of the Acts of Parliament under 
which these district lunatic asylnms are built and supported ? — Not at this 
moment. 

395. What is the next item? — The next item I see is the constabulary. 

In the north of Ireland we have ever been opposed to them as a constitutional 
■force, and unnecessary, when the great expense is considered. We do not con- 
sider them as being of that benefit to the magistracy of the country' that it was 
held out to us they would be. In the county of Antrim, our constabulary esta- 
blishment previous to the 7 Geo. 4. cost us from 600/. to 800Z. a year : it now 
costs us from 3,400/. to 3,700/. a year. A portion of the duties that devolved 
upon the original establishment, and also the duties of magistrates, are now set 
at nought, in consequence of restrictions under the police laws, more particu- 
larly that of protecting private rights in fisheries. Private fisheries form part of 
the oldest property in the north of Ireland, particularly salmon fisheries, and 
in our county the bush fishery is very productive to the fanner of it, but from the 
nature and formation of the river, and the fords which are in it, there are great 
inducements to depredation, and the police or constabulary are by statute pre- 
vented from interfering to protect the rights of the owners of those fisheries ; 
and that inconvenience is so great, that the increased expense to one farmer for 
water keepers exceeded 50/. and he was obliged to intrust persons not accus- 
tomed to the use of arras with them to protect bis property. Under the old law, 
the constables protected that property, but now they are restrained by statute 
from doing so, and the farmer finds a responsibility attached to him very great, 

This is one of my objections to the present constabulary ; and there are besides 
many other duties which they formerly executed, but which are now taken away 
from them. I object totally to any portion of the charge of the constabulary 
being upon the counties. The landed interest pay their proportion of the con- 
solidated fund, and they are called on to pay this moiety for the protection of 
the whole mercantile as weU as landed property of the country. 

39G. Mr. M. O’Ferrall.] Do you conceive that it would be right for the 
constabulary to be employed in the protection of individual interests ? For 
instance, if the constabulary are to be employed in protecting fisheries, they 
might as well be asked to protect game, or any other description of private 
property ?^ — No ; for this reason, that there are statutory regulations for con- 
stables to protect fisheries, but I do not conceive that there are any for pro- 
tecting game. 

397. State what statutory provisions there are? — All the Irish fishery statutes 
to the amount of 10 or 20. 

0.71. D 3 398. Were 
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398. Were thej^ not repealed by the 4 th and 5 th of George 4 . ? — No ; we are 
now acting as magistrates under all those statutes. 

399. Are not the constabulary prevented from acting in the case of distresses 
for rent or for the levy of any fine by that statute ? — Certain fines, not any 
fines. 

400. Does not that, to a certain extent, repeal those Acts to which you refer? 
— ^No. Part of the duty I require from the constabulary is this : that they 
should protect a man’s property, because if the country turn out in large bodies 
and attack his property, and he cannot have the protection of the law from the 
constituted authorities, there is no individual protection that can have the same 
effect. By the old law they were bound to obey the magistrate’s warrant. 

401. But where there is resistance offered to a private keeper, are not the 
magistrates authorized to interfere? — When half a dozen men are perhaps shot, 
or some great outrage committed, then they may interfere, but not till then. 

402. Do you conceive that the proof of a breach of the peace being com- 
mitted consists in a man being shot? — I think that is the proof that the 
police look for now in some counties, the power we originally had being 
taken away from us, although the statutes are still in existence. I do not want to 
go into the general policy of the question, but it is to that I object. I, as a 
magistrate, have found the difficulty of acting, so much so that by personal 
application to the Lord Lieutenant I was authorized to employ them for the pur- 
pose of preventing a breach of the peace, or an attack on the water keepers. 
From the statement of the case which I made, and the affidavits sent up to the 
Castle, I was permitted to employ them to prevent attacks upon the property to 
which that statement and those affidavits related. 

403. Lord Ebrinffton.] Do you mean to say that by any recent Act the con- 
stabulary force is prevented from exercising any of those duties which they were 

required to execute under former Acts without those Acts being repealed ? 

In the case I speak of, fisheries, they are, by words in the Constabular>^ Act, 
restricted from interference, although all the original Acts for the protection of 
that property directed certain duties to be performed by the constables of the 
county and still remain in force. 

404. Chairman.'] Have you mentioned aU the compulsory presentments ? I 

think I have, most of them. With respect to the mail coach roads there is a 
compulsory statute ; under a late statute the county surveyor can order any 
road to be repaired by the direction of the Board of Works. 

405. With reference to the compulsory repairs of mail coach roads, do 

you know the steps necessary to be taken and the powers they have ? 

Under the late grand jury law, or under one of the amended statutes, the pro- 
ceeding that I have cognizance of in two counties is this : that the postmasti of 
the district complained (in the county of Antrim particularly) that the mail w^s 
delayed half an hour in its transmission in consequence of the bad state of the 
road, which was the usual road travelled, and that in consequence the mail had 
to go round another and longer road. This was forwarded to the post office 
The post office then under the statute sent it to the Board of Works, with direc- 
tions to them to appoint a surveyor or engineer to examine it. ITie county sur- 
veyor was appointed, and he made liis report that it was necessary to lay out a 
large sum, to put it in the order it ought to be in for the benefit of the public 
In consequence of that report he was directed to lay out that sum. The money 
was paid upon his order from Dublin, either by the Board of Works or some 
other party, and then at the next assizes a certificate came down to us that such 
a sum of money had been laid out under such and such provisions of such and such 
an Act of Parliament, and we were directed to present it in order that that money 
might be reimbursed, and we did so. In the case of the county of Antrim, the 
amount was some hundreds of pounds. Tlie grand jury did’ not object to it 
because they conceived it was necessary, but at the same time they did not like* 
there being no responsibility upon any party, to check useless expenditure. The 
power is vested in irresponsible boards, or in people who have no check upon 
them on the part of those who are to question the appropriation of the funds of 
the county. 

406. Mr.iU. O'Ferrall.] Are you aware that that Act expires this session?— I 
have heard so. 

407. Do you think it would be advisable to the country to have that provi- 

sion? 
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sion ?— If there was a controlling power with the grand jury or their officer there 
are many cases in which it would be advantageous to counties. 

408. What controlUng power with the grand jury or their officer do you con- 
template? — I tliink it might be done by a requisition from the post-office to a 
bench of magistrates in the district to hold an inquest, and upon their certificate 
of the necessity, the proceeding under the former Act should be followed up. 

409. Captain Jo»e«.] I should like to know what security the grand jury would 

have ; what responsibility would attach to the grand jury in the event of this 
inquest being directed ? — I think it would be more satisfactory to the people of 
the country, they would have confidence in a portion of their own body, or those 
with whom they are acquainted, rather than in bodies in Dublin of whom they 
know nothing. ^ 

410 - You think the magistrates at a petty sessions w'ould be better parties to 
imrust the inquiry to, than the county sur\'eyor, the government, or the post- 
office officers ? — In the first instance. ^ 

411. Mr. M. O’Ferrall.] Woulditbe advisable to associate the rate-payers with 
the magistrates ? — No. 

412. Are not the rate-payers interested ?— Not generaUy in the transmission 
ot the mail. In local districts they would much rather have the money expended 
m any other way than repairing mail-coach roads, and they might throw diffi- 
culties m the way of the public service, as I have seen in some places. 

413- Chairman.] Have you any suggestions to make with reference to the 
duties and salary of the county surveyor ?— I have to speak in favour and 
against the office in two counties. In the county of Antrim I have to speak 
in favour of the appointment, having derived the greatest advantage, under very 
untoward circumstances, from the services of our surveyor. 

414. Will you explain to the Committee what you conceive to be the duties 
of a county surveyor? — I conceive that he is to examine every work applied for 
by cess-payers m order to report to the sessions, Avhether, in his opinion, it is a 
necessary work or not. If the sessions, upon his report, approve of the work, 
he then, under their direction, if it is a new work, has to prepare plans and spe- 
cifications and estimates. If it is merely a repair, he has to give in a specifica- 
tion, and when the works are completed he has to examine them, and unless he 
^ves his certificate that the work is done according to the document he had 
formerly given, the parties cannot be paid. 

415. Mr. Plunkett.] He is a civil engineer, in fact, employed to survey the 
works intended or applied for? — ^Yes, and to report to the presenting parties. 

416. Lord ® He is precluded by the Act of ParEament from executing: 

any work himself? — Yes, he cannot undertake any county work. 

417- Chairmm.] How many district sessions are there in your county in 
each half-year ? — Fifteen. ^ 

41 8. And l.'i adjourned sessions ?— Fifteen adjourned sessions. 

419. TTiat is 30 sessions each half-year ?— Yes ; I rather think he may not 
attend the adjourned sepions. His attendance can be dispensed with at the 
adjourned sessions, but in our county he frequently attends. 

420. Do you take the accounts at the sessions or at the adjourned sessions ? 
— I cannot tell now. 

42 1 . Have you enumerated what you conceive to be all his duties ? — The law 

points out that he should also be a conservator, or remover of nuisances, but 
with the extent of duty in our county it is impossible for him to take notice of 
them He has to do every thing connected with presenting, making and repair- 
ing the new and old works through the county. Not only that, but all the 
buildings for county purposes come within his cognizance, he must give plans 
and specificadon.s of those. In the county of Antrim, it is a first class salary 
but not equal to his actual expenditure and exertions. Much has been said 
about the expense of those officers in different counties, but in the county of 

Antrim, a saving on one charge on presentments, that of a shilling in the ijound 

for overseers’ wages, would far exceed what would keep him and his establish- 
^nt very well indeed, and the public would reap tlie benefit of improved roads 
ihe coimty of Antrim is the only one in which I have seen the roads improve 
under the system. ^ 

422. Mr.M.O’Ferrall] Areyou acquainted withmany other counties.^ — Agood 
number. 1 have been a grand juror of the county of Louth for some years, and 

D 4 Ihere, 
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G. Macartney, Esq. there, though it is one of the smallest counties in Ireland, our expenditure has 
increased, and our roads have become worse a great deal. 

la May 1836. ^23. Chairman.l What is the present salary in Antrim? — I think 300Z. 

a year and 50/. for an office. Our average expenditure for the last 10 
years for voluntary' presentments on which we gave a shilling in the pound for 
roads and bridges is somewhere about 25,000/. a year. That would be 25,000 
shillings. Upon this there would be now, under the new law, a saving of 25,000 
shillings. 

424. Do you consider that, under the present system in tlie county of Antrim, 
there is that saving ? — Certainly. 

425. Mr. A/. O’EerraW.] What is the total assessment on the county of Antrim? 
— ^The total assessment for,the year 1835 was about 41,000/. 

426. Chairman.'] How does that difference of a shilling in the pound arise ? 
— If the presentment was 50/., the overseer was entitled to charge 50 shillings 
for his trouble of attending the sessions, and what he called looking over 
the work. 

427. Mr. M.O'Ferrall.] Do you find work cheaper done under the present than 
under the old system? — In the county of Antrim. 

428. Has that been your experience in other counties ? — ^No. 

42Q. Lord Ebrington.] Has it been your experience in any other county with 
which you are conversant, besides the county of Antrim ? — In the county of 
Louth I do not conceive that there has been the saving. 

430. Sir Edmond Hayes.] What do you think is the cause of the system work- 
ing so well in one county and so badly in another ? — I conceive that we have 
not got people of first rate talent, in consequence of the lowness of the salary 
generally. 

431. Are you aware that there are numerous applications from county sur- 
veyors for increased salaries? — I have heard of an application to Parliament 
upon the subject. 

432. From what you know of their capacity at present, would you consider it 
right to increase their salary ?— I think they ought to give a great deal more 
value for it in time and attendance, for the fact is, that those gentlemen have all 
taken different views as to the extent of their duties, and with the exception of 
Mr. Woodhouse, I believe they do not consider that they are the servants of the 
county, and at their disposal. 

433. Lord Ebrington.] You have, I think, stated that, in your opinion, the 
duties of a surveyor, when properly performed, would in a large county more than 
engage the whole time of one individual, however well qualified? — At certain 
portions of the year. Between the sessions he can do nothing ; he cannot go 
on with his duty in that district of the countiy, for this reason, there is a certain 
time fixed for the work to he concluded, and therefore he is idle in the interval ; 
but from a certain time to a certain time, his time ought to be taken up entirely 
in the performance of the duties of liis office. 

434. Chairman.] Would not a great improvement take place by an alteration 
of the law as to the time of holding the sessions for accounting ? — Yes, at present 
it is impossible for him to do his duty properly, as the sessions are now fixed, 
or for the people to do the work in time ; therefore we are inconvenienced 
bv bad roads, and the money lies in the treasurer’s hands. That has been the 
result of the new law. Since the new law', however, the October Sessions have 
been done aw’ay with, which I very much approve of in Antrim. 

435. At what time would you have the accounting sessions ? — May and No- 
vember at the quarter sessions towns, for the neighbouring districts where 
justices and cess-payers could attend without inconvenience. 

436. Do you know' whether Mr. Woodhouse has any other public duty in 
your county ? — No public duties, but employment. 

437. What employment ? — As an engineer and surveyor. 

438. As an engineer to the Ballast-office at Belfast ? — Yes. 

43q. And the turnpike commissioners ? — Yes, one or two boards. 

440. Those are all within the county ?~Within the county, with the sanction 
of the grand jury, and they fixed bis residence at Belfast, he giving an under- 
taking that the county work should not be thrown behind, on account of such 
residence being distant, and it is but justice to Mr. Woodhouse to say, that we 
have had no reason to complain that his duty is not properly performed to the 
county. His other business was undertaken with the sanction of the grand 

jury, 
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jury, and he has never allowed it to interfere with his public duties as far as 
1 know. ’ 



441. Do you think it essential for the adequate performance of the duties of 
surveyor, that the person holding that office should constantly reside in the 
county ? — Certainly. 

442. You have stated, I think, that w'ith respect to surveyors in some counties 
with which you are acquainted, they do not consider themselves bound to re- 
side ? — On their appointment, some of the surveyors thought they might reside 
out of the county, but the grand jury would not sanction it at all in general, 
though there may be some instances of it. 

443- Mr.il/. O'FerralL] Do you conceive upon the whole that the county sur- 
veyors are entitled to an increased salary ? — In Antrim. 

444. Wouid you give the grand jury power to increase the salary?— Yes, 
giving them a maximum. 

445. What would you say the maximum should be in Antrim ?— I would 
make the maximum salary 500 /. a year, and I would give a presenting power 
for certain deputies who would be inspectors during the progress of the work ; 
because we have always found that wherever Mr. Woodhouse could see the 
■work in progress, the work has been effectually done, or whenever any of his 
young men were looking after the work, the idea of their being in the district 
was a check upon the parties, and they have done tlieir work well. 

446. Would you pay those deputies out of the 500 1. a year ? — Certainly 

447. What would you give to the deputies? — I would give them from 501. 
to 701. a year for their whole salary. 

448. How many would be necessary for the county of Antrim ?— That would 
depend very much upon communication with the surveyor. My idea is, that 
for the 14 divisions about six would make the system perfect — I mean six 
deputy inspectors. 

449. Captain Jones.] Then the expense of your new system would come to 
this as a maximum ; 500/. to the surveyor, 70 1. to each of the inspectors, and 
50/. for an office? — Yes; I should say 1000/. a year altogether, and I think 
that in the county of Antrim it would be the best laid out money that we have 
had for a long time. 

450. Do you conceive that by an increase of salary a better class of officers 
might be obtained? — I do. 

451. Mr. Plunkett] Do you not think that the surveyor is unable to perform 
all the work at present imposed upon him ? — In the county of Antrim, 
decidedly, 

452. Do you not think the impression generally is, that one surveyor is seldom 
sufficient to perform all the work of the counties that he has to perform? 
— Of the large counties. In the large counties one surveyor cannot do the duties 
unless you give him such a staff as I have recommended. I do not think he 
could do the duty of two small counties. 



453. Chairman.] Do you consider the general class of surveyors you have 
met with competent to give their opinions on plans of court-houses, bridges, 
and other expensive works ? — No; I think it is imposing a duty upon them 
which is beyond the education of many of them. 

454. Captain Jones.] You have stated that you wouldgive to the surveyor an 
additional number of local inspectors under them? — Yes, deputy inspectors. 

455- is it your idea that those deputy inspectors will perform the duties which 
the county surveyor cannot himself attend to? — Certainly. 

^ 456. Do you suppose that if the county surveyor was prevented from attend- 
ing to any other duty than that of surveyor, he might be able to do that which 
you now propose should be done by tliese local inspectors? — He could not; it 
is totally impossible for the county surveyor to see to eveiy small presentment. 
The local inspectors could take charge of a great deal. 

457- Chairman.] Have you had any experience of that in Antrim? — In 
consequence of the surveyor appointing inspectors in some cases at his own 
expense, there was a ver}’’ great improvement in the laying out the materials 
m the different roads and building bridges. 

458. Mr. M. O'Ferrall.] To whom would you give the power of nominating 
the inspectors r — To the surveyor ; I would make him responsible for them. 

0-7 E 459. Would 
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G. Macartney, 459. Would you give power to the grand jury to dismiss any deputy sur 

veyor 1 — On proper grounds of complaint being established. 

13 ftltiy 1836. 460. Chairman.'] Was there any heavy assessment in the county of Antrim for 

the establishment of boards of health for the prevention of cholera? — There 
■were heavy presentments ; they are not all discharged yet. 

461. Did the cholera prevail generally, or merely in particular districts ^ — 
Merely in particular districts. 

a6a. Was the expense levied generally ? — Yes ; on the county at large. 

^163. Captain Jones.] Have you any other suggestions to make with respect to 
the salaries of officers ? — No ; I do not recollect any. 

464. Chairman.] Are you aware of the duties of local inspectors and chap- 
lains within your gaol and the house of correction at Belfast ? — Yes. 

465. What is the salary provided for the chaplains by law? — I think in 
houses of correction somewhere about bO 1 . a year, and for the county at large 
80/. a year late currency. Those are the salaries we pay, as well as I can recol- 
lect. The chaplains take their turn of duty for the issuing of provisions each 
morning. 

466. What other duty is thrown upon them ?— The duty of chaplain; they 
have their services to perform. 

467. Do you know whether there is any local inspector in the house of cor- 
rection? — There is. 

468. Does great part of the control of the expenditure fall upon him? — A 
good deal of trust is reposed in him by the board of superintendence. 

469. Is the superintending the issuing of provisions a voluntary act per- 
formed by the chaplain ?-— It is a duty imposed upon him. 

470. Mr. M. O'Ferrall.] Is there not also a distributor of bread a paid officer? 
— Not that 1 know of in our county. 

471. Chairman.] Have you received much benefit in Antrim from the chap- 
lain beyond his official duty? — In the distribution of provisions his services 
have been attended with a very good effect. 

472. Are there any complaints against the board of superintendence? — Not - 
that I recollect. 

473. Captain Jones.] Do you think that great expense has been saved by it ?— 

I should saiy that the great saving was by the board of superintendence — the 
chaplains under the direction of the board of superintendence. 

474. Sir Edmond Hayes.] Have you any suggestion to make relative to the 
duties and payment of coroners ? — Nothing at this moment ; at the same time 
it is an office which requires a great deal of revision. The necessary qualification 
is so high now, that it is almost impossible upon the death or resignation of a 
coroner to get any one to do the duty. 

475. How is the coroner paid ? — At the discretion of tlie grand jury, not 
exceeding a certain sum. As well as I recollect, no coroner can receive more 
than 40 guineas at each assizes ; but in Louth the grand jury are in the habit 
of considering that 40 guineas is to be divided among them all. 

476. Would you suggest any alteration in the duties of the county surveyor 
whereby you conceive a saving of expense could be made, either as to imposing 
taxes on the landholder or widening the public roads ? — I would strongly 
recommend a general enactment authorizing grand juries to put leading roads 
under toll, which they are at present prevented from doing, owing to the enor- 
mous expense attending the passing Turnpike Acts. 

477. Have you any proposition to make upon this head?— Yes; two or three 
clauses added to any amended bill about to be brought in by Lord Morpeth 
would fully answer the object contemplated, as follows : 

A General Provision to enable Grand Juries in Ireland to place certain 
Roads under Toll. 

Be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any grand jury from and after 
the day of to order and direct any road or roads leading from market town 

to market town through any count3’, lo place such road or roads, or any portions of them, 
under tolls for maintaining and repairing the same : Provided that no such tolls shall be 
established or gates erected, unless notice shall have been given in some paper published 
in the county or next adjoining county, of such intention of the grand jury, six mouths 
at least before the day of erecting the same, and the Schedule of tolls, together with all 
rules and regulations for collecting the same, shall have been approved by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant and Counsel. Power of appeal by traverse of parties aggrieved to be tried at assizes 
before going Judge. 

478. What 
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478. What would be the effect of such a law in the county of Antrim. ? ^The 

roads would be maintained by the persons using them, not by the landowners 
who may never use them. 

Henry Blacker Fairtlough, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

479. Mr. Plunkett.'} YOU are a magistrate of the county of the town of 
Drogheda? — Yes. 

480. How are the grand jury assessments imposed upon the county of 
Drogheda?— By grand juries, like all other counties. 

481. The land only is assessed? — Land only, for every thing but the hos- 
pital. 

482. Under what Act? — I do not know the Act; it was, I believe, the 
Infirmary Act. 

483. Lord Viscount Ebrington} A local Act or a general Act ? — A general 
Act. 

484. Mr. PlunJcett.2 What is the extent of the county of the town of Drog- 
heda ? — I think about 3,500. 

485. What has been the average annual amount in Drogheda? — J s, 4c?. 
an acre. 

486. It has sometimes amounted to 10 an acre? — Yes. 

487. Recently there have been also the expenses imposed by the board of 
health ? — Yes, and the officers of health. 

488. Chairman.'] Had you both a board of health and officers of health in 
Drogheda ? — Yes. 

489. Mr. Plunkett} Have you not an infirmary for the county of the town 
of Drogheda? — It is an infirmary and hos'pital. 

490. At what expense was that originally erected? —Under an Act of 
Parliament. 

491. And how levied? — On both land and houses. That is the only part of 
the county expense that the town is subject to. 

492. What has been the whole expense upon the county of the town of 
Drogheda annually of late years, for the salaries of officers and other expenses? 
— That is an acreable average. I do not know exactly the items. The. paying 
off the cholera debt has increased it materially. I paid this last year aboiit 
I.S. 6if. an acre for what w^e call the parish cess. That included the money 
levied by the officers of health ; the board of health levied solely on the laud ; 
the officers of health on land and houses, so that we pay a double proportion. 

493- Mr. EVcncft.] You said that the stated average of your cess is from 7 5. 
to 8s. an acre; what is the annual value of that land? — It is from 51. to about 
1 /. or 1 1. 5s. 

494. Chairman.] Is it laid on by an equal acreable assessment? — Yes. 

495. Mr. French.] Then land worth 1 /. pays the same cess as land worth 
5?.?— Yes. 

496. Chairman.] Are you aware of the provisions of the Valuation Act of 
7Geo. 4.?— No, I am not ; but 1 conceive, as land is circumstanced in 
Ireland, it would be rather a grievance. I know some of the proposed provi- 
sions, and I consider it a grievance, for we are mostly under lease ; and if I 
pay 5 1. an acre for land, I consider I have certain taxes, and the man who pays 
a guinea considers so too, and if this Act passes, it will lay on me a great 
increase of taxes, and reduce it to the man who only pays a guinea. 

497. Mr. French.] Do you not think a portion of the expense might be fairly 
thrown on the landlord? — I think it would be a vast improvement if in future 
all expenses were laid on the landlord, particularly the grand jury cess, for the 
landlord is the representative of his own property, and not the tenant. 

498. ~Mr. Plunkett.] How is the expense of registration defrayed ? — That is 
a peculiar hardship 

499- How is that defrayed? — It is entirely off the land. 

500. Chairman.] What are the chief expenses of registration ? — The 
clerk of the peace and printing ; I believe that is the principal expense. It 
appears nothing in large counties, but in a small county it is very severely 
felt. 

E 2 501. Can 
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U. B. Fairtiough, 501. Can you give the Committee the items of the expense? — There has 
Esq. been already levied 129 Z. Oi. %d. since the Reform Act. 

~~ “ 502. Captain Jonw.] In how many years is that ? — Three years and a half. 

iQ i ay I 3 - Chairman.'] Do you know the charge for the last year r — No. 

504. Captain Jones.] Have you any idea what the annual charge will be for 
registration ? — No, for there appears to be a great exertion to increase the 
number of voters, and that adds to the expenses. 

505. Have you attended to the subject sufficiently to enable you to form an 
estimate of the annual charge for the last few years? — It is probable it may be 
heavier in future ; I suppose about 30 1. a year. 

506. Tile whole sum for four years is 129 Z. ? — Yes. 

507. Then the charge for the first year must have been much heavier than it 
has been since ? — Yes. 

508. Then the average amount surely cannot be 30 Z. ?— No, perhaps 20Z. 

509. Mr. Plunkett.] The petitioners complain of the expense that is cast upon 
the land of the county ; what remedy might be recommended for that unequal 
charge? — The general feeling of the grand jury in considering this question 
was, that as the Legislature have forced officers and salaries upon us, it should be 
a national instead of a local expense. 

510. What offices do you say are forced upon you ? — All the gaol offices — 

the inspector of the county — they are partially enforced, that is 

511. The inspector of the county gaol? — No, the inspector of the county, 
the county surveyor. 

512. Lord Ebrington.] Will you specify what are the salaries of those several 
officers whose payment you say is forced upon you ? — 'All the gaol and county 
officers are by Act of Parliament. Clerk of the crown, 50 Z. 

513. Chairman.] That is compulsory upon you? — That is compulsory. 
Clerk of the peace, 45Z. Secretary to the grand jury, 30Z. Judge’s crier, 31. 
Crier at sessions, 67. Sheriffs, lOZ. Court-house keeper, 10/. We do not pay 
the surgeon. I fancy, by recent Acts, the Legislatre have obliged the surgeon 
of the county infirmary to attend the gaol, being within a certain distance. 

514. Now with respect to the clerk of the Crown and the clerk of the peace, 
have you any suggestion to make relative to those offices ? — We think, for the 
duty done, the salaries are too high. 

51.5. Are they both resident? — -The clerk of the peace only. 

516. Do you conceive that the offices could be united? — I have considerable 
doubt about it. 

517. What portion of their duties do you think could be done by the same 
person ? — The criminal business perhaps ; the clerk of the peace might not be 
competent to execute. 

518. Has not the clerk of the peace at present the drawing of all the indict- 
ments at the se^ions ? — Yes. 

519. Are not all serious indictments at present drawn at the assizes by the 
Crown solicitor ? — Yes. 

520. Are not, then, the class of the indictments which fall under the clerk of 
the Crown at the assizes, the same class as fall under the clerk of the peace at 
the sessions ? — I do not understand exactly the terra class. The magistrates 
generally send all the minor cases to sessions. 

521. In using the word class, I meant that there was no great difference 
between the drawing bills of indictment in cases of felony, and in cases of 
misdemeanor, the difficulty being in drawing indictments in murder and man- 
slaughter? — Perhaps I have not sufficient knowledge to know the difference, 
but it is very probable that the same person could draw both. 

522. Do you not think the clerk of the Crown competent to do all the duties 
of the clerk of the peace? — Yes. 

523. How does the clerk of the Crown contrive to do that part of his duty 
imposed by the Petty Session Act, of keeping an office constantly open between 
the hours of nine and three? — The clerk of the Crown has no office. 

524. What becomes of the examinations between assizes and assizes ? — They 
arc generally lodged with the clerk of the petty sessions. 

525. Does he keep them longer than a month ? — I rather think he does. 
There is generally a letter from the clerk of the Crown to the clerk of the petty 
sessions, a certain period before the assizes, to return all examinations before 
the assizes. 

526. You 
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526. You are sure he does not keep an office in the town of Drogheda to 

receive them monthly from the clerk of the petty sessions ? Yes. ^ 

527. Lord Ehrington.] You have stated that the clerk of the Crown does not 
reside in the town of Drogheda? — He does not. 

528. Does he perform the office in any other place? — Yes; he is clerk of the 
Crown for Louth and some other counties. 

529. Do you think persons competent to perform the duties of the office of 
clerk of the Crown would accept the office of clerk of the peace upon the con- 
dition of residing in their several counties in the event of those offices being 
united ? — That would depend upon the salary, I think. 

530. Would they at the united salary, do you think ?— I think not, if they were 
prevented from private practice. 

531* Is there any thing in the Act preventing them from private practice? — 
I am not. aware of it. 

53^» Is the clerk of the Crown precluded from private practice ? — I am not 
aware of it. 

.533* clerk of the peace t — I am not aware of it. 

534- What salary do you consider would be adequate to procure proper per- 
sons to perform the united office of the clerk of the peace and Crown in the event 
of their being consolidated, and if they arc debarred from private practice? — I 
cannot give an opinion upon it. 

535. Are you aware that in England clerks of the peace are debarred from 
private practice ? — I am not. 

536. Chairma 7 i.'\ Have you any treasurer in your county ? — Yes, we have. 

537. Mr. Plunkett.l How is he paid? — Eighty pounds a year, I think. 

538. Chairman.'] Is it a fixed salary ?— Yes, I believe so. 

539. Have you any suggestion to make as to that office ?— We think it too high 
a salary’, considering the sum of money passing through his office. 

540. What is that sum?— From 3,200A to 1,500/. half-yearly. 

541. What security does he give r— 1 think it is two securities of 2,000/. 
each. 

542. What are the duties of treasurer? — He receiv/es all the taxes, and issues 
the money to the different parties. 

543. Does he levy? — No, it is collected by a collector, who gets the 
poundage. 

544. How are the applotments made in the county of Drogheda ?— There are 
regularly appointed applotters at vestries. 

54,5. is that the duty of the treasurer? — No. 

54^- State what the duty of the treasurer is ? — It is under the treasurer’s war- 
rant that the collector levies. 

547. The treasurer issues his warrant, specifying to the applotters what sum 
they are to applet ? — The applotters value the property, and the treasurer 
issues his warrant to the collector, and that is the authority for collecting and 
levying. 

548. There are two modes suggested in this petition whereby the charge of the 
grand jury assessment upon the county of the town of Drogheda might be 
diminished? — One is, that the house property should bear a proportion of the 
gaol expenses. 

549- The other is, that ic should be distributed in the several counties -of 
Louth and Meath in which Drogheda is situated? — I believe there are three. 
Thety is one that, as the Legislature have thought fit to force certain officers upon 
us without ghdng us any control over their salary or duties, these expenses should 
become national instead of local. 

. 55^' Which do you think would be the one which would give most satisfac- 
tion ? —I think its becoming a national tax. 

551- There is still a debt due from the county of the town of Drogheda to 
the government for the board of health, is there not?— No, for the officers of 
health ; we have paid the debt for the board of health. 

552. _How would you propose that the charge should be defrayed to meet 
the additional burden on the consolidated fund, by the expenses to be incurred 
under the proposition contained in that petition? — With respect to the cholera 
debt I fear it is too late, for we have paid instalments, and we have petitioned 
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the Lord Lieutenant repeatedly, and I am afraid it is too late for relief on that 
head. 

553. Would you have the government take the expense of collection? — The 
whole of the county expenses. 

554. Mr. French.] You do not mean the 9 d. in the pound paid to the collectors, 
but that they shall actually take the payment on themselves? — Yes. 

555. Sir Edmond Hayes.] If the government pay out of the consolidated fund 
these different charges, you think they ought to impose a tax? — Yes. 

556. Mr. Plunkett.] Do you know whether Drogheda is differently circum- 
stanced as to the assessments from other counties of towns ?— I believe we are 
peculiarly circumstanced from our limited extent and our county establishment, 
which is equal nearly to all other Counties. 

557. What beneft do you derive from the Richmond Lunatic Asylum in 
Dublin ? — It is our county asylum. 

558. How are the appointments to this asylum made? — By the Lord Lieu- 
tenant. 

559. How are the applications from Drogheda made? — Do you mean the 
transmission of lunatics? 

560. No. Are you allowed to have any applications from Drogheda ? — As 
many as we pay for. 

561. Mr. French.] They are sent by the magistrates? — The charge is in pro- 
portion to the number of patients. 

562. Captain Jones.] Do you contribute to the lunatic asylum in proportion 
to the number of patients you have there ? — Yes. 

563. And not beyond that? — No. With respect to the lunatic asylum, we 
are so heavily taxed that latterly the public are suffering, for we have persons 
who ought not to be in our streets, but the magistrates feel a delicacy in send- 
ing them, from the great expense. 

564. What number of lunatics do you maintain in the Richmond asylum at 
this moment? — I believe we have only three at present. 

565. At what expense a year? — I think they charge about 20 /. a year. 

51)6. For each of them ? — Yes, for each. It appeared to us to be heavy. 

567. Mr. French.] You are aware that you are obliged to pay your portion of 
the expenses of the establishment, whether you send a lunatic there or not ? — 
No, we paid our proportion for the alteration of the establishment. 

568. Is there any other public institution in Drogheda of which you conceive 
the expense might be diminished, that is assessed by the grand jury? — We do 
not complain so much of the salaries, as of the great grievance that we are the 
only payers. 

5G9. Chamnan.] 'You seem to think it would be rather a hard case upon the 
property if the assessment was made on an equable valuation, instead of being, 
as it is now, an acreable assessment. Do you not think the inhabitants of 
the towns would also complain if there was an assessment on the houses, 
according to their value? — Yes, there would be a difficulty where there are 
leases. 

570. Are you aware that, under the new Valuation Act, the houses are 
valued, and that all tlie houses above the value of S/. a year are to be valued 
at the rent they would let for, deducting one-third? — No. 

571. And to pay their proportion to the county assessment accordingly ? — 1 
am not aware of that fact. 

572. Sir Edmond Hayes.] If that is the case, would it not relieve land from 
the hardship of which you complain at present? — Decidedly. 

573. Chairman^ Has the county of the town of Drogheda been yet sur- 
veyed ? — Yes. 

574. Have there been any valuators yet appointed? — No. 

57i. Captain If this change w’ere adopted, do you think it would be 
satisfactory to Drogheda, or that they seek further change? — We consider our 
limits too confined for the establishment of a gaol. 

576. Even though the houses were to bear a proportion of the expense, you 
still think you no longer ought to be charged for the establishment of the office 
of clerk of the Crown and clerk of the peace? — We do. 

577. Mr. French.] Do you think there would be any inconvenience to the 
county of the town if this peculiar establishment were withdrawn altogether, 

and 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON COUNTY CESS (IRELAND.) 39 

and as far as the duties of those officers are concerned, it was thro\vn into the 
county at large ? — Into the neighbouring counties. 

578. Have you any constabulary force in Drogheda?— The corporation pay 

the constables — the port officers. ^ 

579. By whom are they appointed ? — By the corporation. 

580. Who undertakes the duty of conveying prisoners to the adjoinino- 
counties? — We sometimes transmit them to the neighbouring counties by our 
constables. 

581. How far ? — We send them three miles and five miles. 

582. To the nearest constabulary stations ? — There is one nearer, about a 
mile and a half. 

^83. You have spoken of the expenses of your gaol, are you aware that the 
prisoners in some of the gaols in Ireland and elsewhere, by good management, 
are made to support themselves ?— No, I am not aware to that extent. 

584. Have you any labour in your gaol ?— Yes. 

585. What labour?^ — Breaking stones. 

586. Does not that pay you any thing? — No, it is more improvement and 
punishment than any thing else. It is a mere trifle. 

587* Mr. French,\ You said that Lord Killeen objected to the expense of 
Drogheda establishment being thrown upon the county? Yes. 

588. Chairman^ If the county of the town of Drogheda were divided be- 
tween the other two counties, do you conceive it would increase the expense ? 
— I conceive it must in a trifling degree. 

589. The county establishment, the gaol, the clerk of the peace and Crown, 
and all those offices would be done away, what would there be to keep up 
except the roads that run through the county of the town? — Nothing else, for 
if the gaol was kept up, it would be as a bridewell for the three counties. 

590. There might be no necessity for keeping it up? — The transmission 
of prisoners would be a great expense, that would be saved by a gaol at 
Drogheda. 

591 . What do you pay to the inspector-general of prisoners ?— He gets QOl. 
for each visit, and he visits twice a year. 

592. Mr. French.] Do you think those visits are attended with any advantage 
whatever to the county? — I cannot say that there is not some advantage. He 
is a check upon the officers and the local committee, but our complaint is, that 
from being so small a county we cannot bear the expense. 

593* Chairman.] Are you aware that in the appointment of inspectors of 
prisons in England, there has been no charge whatever thrown on the coun- 
ties? — 1 am not aware of it. 
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594* Chairman!] ARE you employed in Ireland in the Government valuation? 
^1 am Commissioner of Valuation under several Acts of Parliament : the 7th 
J ^ Will. JV. c. al; the 2d and 3d Will. IV. c. 33, 

and the 4th & 5th Wilt. IV. c. 50. 
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595. What is the mode of' conducting the valuation under those Acts? — I, as 
sole Commissioner, have the power of appointing valuators. By the original Act 
of the 7th Geo. IV. c. C2, it is enacted, that no valuator shall receive for 
valuing more than 1 1. per day, and that the valuators shall act in parties of 
three ; in carrying the Act into effect, and in appointing the valuators, I 
recommended to the Lord Lieutenant, that I should be allowed in making the 
remuneration to sets of valuators, to have one at 1/. per day, and two at 10^. 
per day each. I made this recommendation with two views; one, to create a 
species of subordination by having different classes of valuators, and the other 
to save expense ; and that principle has been continued to be acted on till this 
year, when I made a new proposition, namely, that there should be two 
divisions of the first class of valuators, and two of the second ; that is, of the 
first class, which I call baronial valuators, one should have 6 /. a week, and 
the other 5 1 . ; and that of the second class or assistant valuators, a few of those 
whose experience was considerable and conduct exemplary, and who had been 
employed in the valuation for three years at the least, should be entitled to 
receive 4/. a week instead of 3/.; taking care that the total expense to the 
county should not exceed what it was originally, namely, 2 L per day for each 
party of three valuators; and that is the principle on which I at present conduct 
the valuation, as far as the payment of the valuators is concerned. The Committee 
are aware that the valuation is founded upon the Ordnance Survey of Ireland, 
which shows the boundaries of townlands, but not the division into fields; 
but the whole of the roads, rivers and streams are laid down on the map, 
together with all the houses, and usually plantations and particular improve- 
ments. The Ordnance Survey also shows all the bogs and uncultivated lands, 
distinguishing those from the cultivated and arable land; and by this means, 
though the townlands are not subdivided into fields, there are a sufficient 
number of divisions marked to enable a skilful surveyor accurately to lay 
out any line he requires; and in effect, on commencing the valuation of 
any townland, the valuator can accurately lay down on the map the line 
of division between good and bad land, or any variety of land, whether wet 
or dry, rocky or furzy land, or plantations, according to a system set forth 
in my printed Instructions to the valuators, a copy of which I now have 
the honour to present. It is the duty of the valuators to separate each 
quality of land from the other, by lines laid down on the map, each division 
being called a lot, and the valuators are directed to lay out each Jot, so 
that as far as possible it shall consist of one uniform quality. Having de- 
termined the boundary of the lot, the valuator then points them out to the 
assistant valuator both on the map and on the ground ; they next proceed with 
great care to examine the lot, not by a superficial examination, but by digging 
up the surface, so as to ascertain the nature of the soil, its depth, and the 
nature of the sub-soil ; and the valuation is directed to be founded on those obser- 
vations, and not on the surface appearance of the land, such appearancesbeingvery 
deceptive, as a crop raised from poor shallow land highly manured might look 
better than a similar crop raised on good deep land badly cultivated, the object 
being, that the quality of the ground, and not the actual state of cultivation, is 
the criterion on which the valuation is to be made. In proceeding accord- 
ing to this, the valuators are attended by a labourer called the spadesman, 
who turns up the soil and sub-soil in every field, and in a large field in four or 
five places, or wherever there is any difference in the nature or quality of the 
soil. After the whole lot under consideration has been thus examined, each of the 
valuators enters in his field-book, without having had any communication with 
the others, the price he thinks the lot is worth, according to the scale of valua- 
tion which has been adopted. After this is done, the baronial valuator having 
first entered his opinion as to the value of the lot, calls upon each of the assist^ 
ant valuators to show him his field-book, and he then writes down their prices 
in his book ; he then reads aloud the three prices ; if they agree, of course the 
value of the lot is at once settled ; if they do not agree, a conversation or dis- 
cussion takes place on the subject; we will suppose the baronial valuator valued 
the lot at 20 per acre, one of the assistant valuators at 21 s., and the other at 
19 s . ; each valuator then gives his reasons in support of his opinion. The per- 
son who was the lowest might say, perhaps, that a portion of the lot was wet, 
another, though he agreed in that respect, still that another portion was un- 
usually deep and rich. The price of the lot is then determined, say 21 i'. ; but 

should 
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should the difference be more considerable than what I have mentioned mv 
instructions are, that the lot should be divided into two parts and a new 
valuation take place, and different prices be given in by each valuator for each 
portion of the subdivided lot; by these means the valuators continue valuing 

one lot after another till the whole townland is valued, taking care, as I have 
already mentioned, as far as possible, to lay out each lot, so that it shall consist 
of one uniform quality ; but it will frequently happen that in the middle of a lot 
of uniform quality a piece of swampy, or of furzy, or rocky quality will occur • 
this IS marked out on the map, and calculated on the spot by means of scales’ 
which the valuators take with them to the field ; this portion is called a deduc- 
tion from the lot, and is put down only at such a price as it is worth. 1 should 
here observe that in arable land I have directed that no lot shall exceed 30 acres 
in extent. At the same time that the valuators enter the price fixed on for any 
lot, they like wise write down an accurate description of the quality of the soil, 
the nature of the sub-soil, and any remarkable circumstance connected with it. 
1 myself frequently refer to these books, and consider the descriptions and prices 
fixed on by each of the valuators i and if I find that one of the valuators has 
been careless, being sometimes too high and sometimes too low as compared 
with the settled price, I enter immediately into an investigation of his conduct 
and inquire the cause, whether it arises from carelessness or ignorance : if I find 
It prelessness, I send him to anotiier party and give him another chance : if it 
IS Ignorance, I dismiss him. This forces every man to be very careful and to 
examine the land himself. Was any communication permitted before the prices 
are entered, which is the ordinary system, the price named by the cleverest or 
most opinionated man would be adopted by the others, and perhaps none would 
give the subjectsuiScient consideration, while by the system I have adopted each 
valuator must use his own judgment, and be enabled to support by reasons the 
prices he lias given as to the value of each particular lot. 

596. Mr M. O'Ferrall.^ Do the valuators make the field survey themselves : - 
No, the valuators never make any survey unless it be found that the Ordnance 
have not shown some point with sufficient accuracy, and then it is generallv 
done by stepping. b j 

597- Mr. Jephson.l Supposing that they have a total amount of ground, the 
boundaries of which have been ascertained by having been previously surveyed 
do they make what may be called a field survey, of throwing into sepa'rate 
divisions the good and bad land included in the larger amount according to its 
quantity r— They make a subdivision, but not by survey ; it is laid out on the 
map ; the valuator can find his place on the map with great accurac}^ and can 
see some house or place shown on the map, either in the townland itself or in some 
adjoining townland, which is in the line of division between two qualities of 
land ; he then lays a scale on the map, and draws the line to the point seem 
liy this means the subdivision of a townland into lots is quickly and accurately 
performed ; and, in fact, the Ordnance Survey is so accurate that every field 
could be lam down without a survey, by using the points given. 

598. Ckah'man.'] What is the scale of prices of the land on which this valua- 
tion has been made .-—1 he Act of Parliament prescribes a certain scale of prices 
which IS to regulate the valuation, namely, wheat at the general average price of 
lOj.percwt. of 112 lbs.; oats at the general average price of hi. per ewt; barley 
at the general average price of 7^- per cwt. ; potatoes at the general average 
price of I j. 7c?. per cwt.; butter at the general average price of 69«. per cwt 1 
beef at the general average price of S3^. per cwt. ; mutton at the general 
average price of 345. iid. per cwt. ; pork at the general average price ofS5i' Qd 
per cwt.; and all houses exceeding 3/. in annual value are to be valued at the 
sum or rent for which every such house respectively can be let by the year 
deducting tlierefrom one-third part of such sum or rent. * ’ 

599: Mr. ^{- O’Ferrall.} Are you aware on what grounds this scale of prices 
^as laid down?— I was directed by Mr. Goulburn, the then Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, to ascertain the prices of agricultural produce at the different principal 
markets in Ireland for one of the lowest years that had been within the previous 

years; and to enable me to do this, 1 consulted all the local newspapers for 
the market prices gmm during that year. In the first instance, I made out a table 
or the average prices for every county, and afterwards it was found that, with the 
exception ot Galway and Sligo, the average prices of the diflerent commodities 
were so very much the same in all. that it was not thought worth wliiie to make 
r a table 
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a table for each county, but to form one uniform table for Ireland, which table 
was adopted in the Act of Parliament which I have read. In commencing the 
valuation in the county of Derry, in the year 1830, I ascertained the general 
average price of agricultural produce for the five previous years, and I found 
that it was one-eighth part, or 2 a'. Gd. in the pound higher than the scale of the 
Act ; consequently, I considered that if the valuation was made at what was 
conceived to be a fair rent at the then prices of agricultural produce, 2s. 6d. in 
the pound should be deducted from such valuation to reduce it to the fixed 
scale, and that was the principle acted upon. I conceived that if I gave the 
valuators the scale of the Act, and directed them to value according to it, they 
would have found it difficult to have conformed to the regulation; conse- 
quently, I directed them to value the land at the price at which they would 
rate it had they been employed by a landlord to value for rent at the then 
prices, supposing the landlord to be a liberal man, who wished his tenants to 
live comfortably. Acting on this principle, it was found, on the average of the 
county of Derry, that the field valuation was about 2s. 6 d. in the pound under the 
usual letting of lands, and the 2s. 6 d. in the pound which was deducted to reduce 
the field valuation to the scale of the Act, produced on the whole a valuation 
about 5s. in the pound, or 25 per cent, under the average rental of several 
landlords of the county, but not under the whole; for there were many landlords 
whose rentals were found to correspond in a most remarkable way with the 
valuators’ prices, while some were as high as 30 and even 40 per cent, above 
the valuation prices; but upon the whole it was found upon the average that 
the prices printed in the valuation book of the county of Derry are about 25 
per cent, under the average lettings to the tenants, In valuing the counties 
adjoining the county of Derry, the same principle and system has been carried 
into effect, with this difference, that the county of Derry being nearer the sea 
than others, and nearer the sea-ports, an additional deduction is made to allow 
of the carriage of the produce to the sea-port ; therefore, in the county of 
Tyrone the deduction from the scale is greater than in the county of Derry by 
the difference of the expense of carriage from the land where the valuation is 
in progress to the sea port, the object being, as far as possible, to make the 
whole valuation of Ireland uniform with the county of Derry, in which it 
commenced, all local circumstances, whether of deduction or addition, being 
taken into consideration. In the county of Antrim, the neighbourhood of 
Belfast will be raised higher in proportion to the relative value of the land, 
inasmuch as the prices in Belfast market are better than those of Derry and 
Coleraine. I have formed a scale for all the towns in the north of Ireland, 
proportioned to the relative prices of agricultural produce at the respective 
markets, according to which the valuators will be guided in regulating the 
amount of deduction to be made to reduce the prices determined on in the 
field to the scale of the Act. In respect to houses, very great difficulty was in 
the first instance apprehended ; the Act directed that all houses should be valued 
at the rent they would reasonably let for by the year; but it is not usual to let 
houses in the country, particularly houses of moderate size, consequently it was 
difficult to form a groundwork ; but in order to make some scale to begin with, 
inquiries were made in different parts of the county of Derry as to the actual 
rents that had been paid for houses of every description that bad been let ; 
these houses were carefully examined, and in order to form a scale from them 
they were measured, and their cubical contents ascertained; but as cubical 
contents alone would not give rent, because there were different qualities of 
houses, tables were formed, in which houses were divided into three classes, 
new, medium and old, each class having a letter prefixed to it, as A. B. and C., 
and these classes were again subdivided into three, so that in fact there are 
nine divisions or classes of houses. I shall now describe the mode in which 
the valuation is effected according to that plan. After the valuators have mea- 
sured a house and its offices to ascertain their cubical contents, each writes 
down the quality letter as it is called ; if it be a new house of superior quality, 
built of cut stone, it is called A. plus, the value of W'hich, in proportion to its 
cubical contents, can afterwards be extracted from the table. If the house be 
new, but of an ordinary construction, it is called at the middle prices for the 
class A. ; and if it be new, but built with inferior materials and is imperfectly 
finished, it is rated as A. minus, and valued accordingly. The same system is 
followed In respect to the letter B., or medium houses, in respect to age ; and 
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also to letter C., or old houses ,■ the last, therefore, in the whole beinc C minus 
winch represents a house old and dilapidated and scarcely habitablefthe prices 
foi those different kinds of houses are given in the house valuation table which 
I now present to the Committee. This table is divided into houses that are 
slated and houses that are thatched, houses that are built with stone and lime 
mortar, and houses built with dry walls, and different prices according to the 
cubical contents are given for each variety. I should be tedious, and probablv 
incomprehensible, were I to enter into all the details which from experience ! 
have found It necessarv to introduce into the valuation tables tor houses ; but 
ItbiS’ in my instructions to the 

It irfoimd^th'^I'l''^ ^ refer.— [He same were ddherej in : vide Appendu.} 

It IS found that houses of one story let for more in proportion to theif^^ubical 

?or^Lf d'ffinulty, the tables have been calculated on a 

poilioH of a house containing ten square feet multiplied by the height; and it 
!n.^ the proportionate price given for a measure contain- 

1 ten square feet and ten feet m height is greater than for a square con- 
fer 3 i and twenty feet in height, or for a square containing 10 

feet and SO or 40 feet m height. For example, in an ordinafy new dwelling, or 
an A. house, the price given by the table tor a square containing 10 feet and 
an !fn 7 J''' i square containing 10 feet, of a Mmilar house, 

and ao feet in height, the price is Ss.ld.-, for a square containing 10 feet and 
30 feet in height the price is ‘ds. Sd. ; and for a square containing 10 feet and 
40 feet in height, the price is 2r. lUd. Then, as to the difference in price 
accoiding to the several quality letters, the cubical contents being the same in 
each, we find by the tables that a portion of a new, or an A. housi, containin” 
10 square feet and 16 feet in height, is Ir. 9d. ; for a portion of a li. house, 
that IS, a touse of medium age of similar dimensions, the price is Ij. 4id ■ for 

i P"®.® ; “■'‘J section of the C.’ class, 

namely, C. minus, which signifies old and dilapidated, the price is4|d. So 

nIiedY"f h ®'nf" c 't'’’® “ P‘'°P“''tion to its length and breadth, multi- 
plied by its height, of every house, and also in proportion to its quality, as new 

nrnof “f ° ‘^'i J ®°“ ®®*’®™' “Stances of trials of the tables in 

proof ot the relative scale according to the tables being preserved. I shall 
mention one by name, namely, Mr. Gage’s house at Bellarena, in the county of 
“r? which had been twice added to, and contained 

wbc,Pe; f' ™luation for this house amounted to 801. 

too hiSin'' ™ satisfied; he thought the valuation was 
iatoed aelfd ’’“‘i I informed him it was measured and 

valued according to the general scale by a very skilful set of valuators, but 

attond^nd ^ ““‘•'S'- sat to value it, and that he might 

attend and see it done ; he did so, and it appeared that on the calculations behig 
made idter the second measurement and classification, there was not a difler- 
0^100“ i and second valuations, though there were upwards 

of 100 calculations required, owing to the number of offices, to bring out the 
J valuation of Ireland the relative 

value of houses, according to their quality, is preserved : and it is to be 
moXrf’ ‘he scale care has been taken to preserve a similar 

U h If/ for example, a house 

widrone d I f “ f f-’f *® andafter- 

Irtnfu prescribed by the Act; so that a house is not 

tenant ®"o-half the price it would let for to a yearly 

600. Mr French^ Does the classification of houses relate to the storie.s or to 
the actual height of the walls ?— The classification relates to the actual height 
f fr ’ ®“’®®'"”g ‘h®‘ “n® house has rooms of a greater height than 

another, its value is increased in proportion, or nearly so. 

extonV ‘f ‘h® finish taken into the account ?-It is, to a certain 

nref ’1 T ®*^houses ; but when we get to gentlemen’s houses of 

great value, I should say it is not taken into the account, because the relative 
I ad’ d“^”® f ® ®®’ “Pnetis much greater than it would let for; 

/g,® to very large countiy houses; where such occur, 

ahvavs he 1 ® iTf®® ’ ^ ^®vc already mentioned, it should 

y Jorne in mind that, no matter what may be the size of a house, it 

F2 should 
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should not be valued at more than it would let for. I have already alluded to 
one house in the county of Derry. I will mention another ; namely. Down- 
hill, the annual value of which, according to the tables, would come to upwards of 
500/., and that was reduced because no one would take it at that rate; in con- 
sequence its yearly value was estimated at 150/. which, considering its exposed 
situation and the difficulty of procuring a tenant, were it to be let, was con- 
sidered to be quite sufficient. 

602. Mr. Frenrk.'] Have you any fixed sum at which you stop ? — Not any 
fixed sum; but the very large houses are rated lower in proportion (to their 
extent at least) than the smaller. 

603. Mr. M. O’FerralL] Taking a large manufactory compared with a large 
private house, what would be the relative valuation in those two houses, the one 
being sure to let, and the other not sure to let? — Large mills, store-houses, 
manufactories, bleaching-houses, &c., of the superior class, are rated, according 
to the tables, as offices, with a proportionate per centage in addition being 
made, on account of their unusual solidity and finish. 

604. As to corn-mills and flax-mills, what is the rule of valuation? — In 
respect of corn-mills and flax-mills, they have hitherto paid the county assess- 
ment in the north of Ireland ; but as no mention is made of mills in the Act of 
Parliament, I submitted a case to the Crown lawyers, to know whether, as mills 
had hitherto paid assessment in the counties of Derry and Antrim, as mills they 
were to be valued such ? the reply was, that they were to be valued according to 
a reasonable valuation. In consequence of this instruction I have valued mills 
at what I conceive to be their reasonable value, and have formed a table for 
their valuation, separating the effective water-power from the buildings, which 
latter are valued according to the house tables ; but in respect to manufactories, 
such as bleaching-mills and spinning-mills, 1 have taken no notice of water- 
power; 1 did not feel that I was authorized to value it; but I think, under the 
present circumstances of the country, as there is no saying to what uses this 
valuation now in progress may be applied, every variety of power derived from 
land or water should be taken into consideration. 

605. Mr. M. O'FerralL] Do you think that the Act requires amendment in 
that respect? — I do. 

606. Can you state under what Act of Parliament mills were taxed to the 
county rate in the counties of Derry and Antrim ? — No, I cannot. 

607. Are you aware that in other counties mills do not pay the county rate 
under the old valuation ?— I believe they only pay in the northern counties. 

608. How do you value corn-mills and flax-mills, as distinguished from other 
mills?— Corn-mills and flax-mills are valued first, according to the building, 
and rated as such by the usual tables, in addition to which a price is charged 
for the water-power ; but as the value of that water-power involves the use 
made of it, the means I have adopted for that purpose was to ascertain what 
number of months the mill was at work on the average in the year, and what 
quantity of work was effected by the w'ater-power during that time ; this ques- 
tion was determined by ascertaining the number of pairs of mill-stones, and 
ascertaining the usual number of months they were at work ; and on these data 
the table is formed, which is contained in my instructions. According to which 
an A. mill, having four pairs of mill-stones and a constant supply of water, in a 
situation where constant work can be obtained, is valued at 60/. a year, a B. mill 
at 48/. a year, and a C. mill at 36/. a year ; that is, for the water-power alone, 
exclusive of the building, which is valued in the ordinarj^ way. The table con- 
tains four classes of mills, the first having four pairs of mill-stones and the last 
but one pair. An A. mill, that is, a new mill having one pair of mill-stones and 
constant work, is valued at 15 /. a year, a medium or B. mill at 12 /. a year, and 
an old or C. mill at 9/. a year ; and a mill of the fourth class, having one pair of 
stones and only four months constant work, is valued for water-power, an A. mill, 
at 4/. 10s., B. at 3/. 10s., and C. at 2/. 10s., exclusive of the building. Flax- 
mills are valued on the same principle, hut in a somewhat different manner ; 
the value of the water-power of a flax-mill is ascertained by the number of 
stocks or berths by which the flax is beaten ; and it is conceived four stocks are 
equal to a pair of mill-stones ; and on the same plan the superior flax-mill that 
has eight berths or stocks and constant work, is valued at 24/., while a B. mill 
is valued at 19/. In the fifth or the lowest class of flax-mills, having two 
stocks and constant work, the value of an A. mill is 6/. and of a B. is 4/. ; and 

the 
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the same mill having two stocks and only four months work, the A. mill is 2/. R GriMh Esa 
and the 13. mill ll. 5 s., that is, for the water-power alone, independent of the ^ — -* 

building. 14 May 1836. 

609. Mr. Jephson.] In valuing a house like Down-hill, which is probably 
one of the largest houses in the county of Derry, supposing that the valuation 
of that on the tables would be 500/. a year, at what rate should you place that 
in your valuation ’—According to what it might be reasonably said to be worth 
if it could be let, taking into consideration such a house as Down-hill, which 
is much exposed to the wind, and consequently liable to a great deal of 
dilapidation. It was rated, as I have already said, at 150/. a year, but that was 
owing to its very peculiar situation; w'hen it was measured it came to upwards 
of 500/. a year. In the same manner the Marquis of Abercoru’s house, in 
the county of Tyrone, was valued at much less than the amount given by the 
tables, chiefly fi-om its remote situation, and the impossibility of procuring a 
tenant fo** it if it were to be let; but still, as it was a very large house, it was 
valued higher than any other gentleman’s house in the country. 

6 10. Who IS to be the ultimate arbiter as to value?— The committee of 
appeal appointed by the grand jury of the county; but, as far as possible to 
prevent appeals, by removing any cause for them, the valuators are directed 
to send me a schedule of the valuations of all the large houses in the country, 
by means of which a comparison can be made of the prices fixed on all such 
bouses throughout the country, though made by different sets of valuators. As 
Commissioner of Valuation I am constantly in the country, and am sufficiently 
BcquairRed with all the houses to be enabled to form a tolerably correct judg- 
ment of their relative value. On receipt of the schedule I make such observa- 
tions on the several valuations as appear to be necessary to render the 
valuation as relative as possible ; the schedule is then returned to the valuators 
for further consideration ; if they agree in my view, the matter is determined ; 
if not, winch sometimes happens, the subject is reconsidered. Hitherto we 
have had no appeals respecting large houses, but there have been respectino- 



611. Do you proceed in the country upon the same scale as that used in 
villages and towns — Houses in villages and towns are measured on the same 
plan as houses in the country, and are valued in the first instance by the tables, 
so as to determine their relative value ; but as the letting value of houses in 
towns can be very easily ascertained, on account of their being frequently let, 
a comparison is made between the price given by the tables and the actual 
price at which they are let. By this comparison it is ascertained what multiple 
will be required to bring up the relative value of the country, as contained in 
tne tables, to the town price; and having ascertained the price of eight or ten 
houses in the mam street of the town, it will be found that it will be neces- 
sary to multiply the country price by three or four, to reach the town price. 
Jn a bye-street the multiple will be less, say twice, or one and a half times, 
or whatever a few of the ascertained rents will show that it requires ; but in 
determining the multiple, the valuators are not altogether guided by the rents 
paid, owing to the different tenures by which the houses are held, and there is 
always considerable variation in respect to old houses, which by us are 
generally valued at a lower rate, according to the tables, tlian the usual terms 
lor which they are held from year to year; and for this reason, because, as 
1 conceive, this valuation will probably last for 91 or 25 years before it is revised; 
a house that will probably fall, or be removed before the expiration of that 
period, will fetch a high price, if let from year to year ; but no one would give 
a high price for an old house if taken on lease. The landlord repairs "the 
yearly rented house, but the tenant the house let on lease. 



612. Do you take into consideration the number of years that the tenant has 
been in the house ?~No ; the house is valued at what it would reasonably let 
tor at the ordinary rent. ^ 

bi3. Do you take into consideration in fixing the value to houses the number 
ot years to mn of the leases; as for instance, w'ould you put down in yourvalua- 
ion at a different rate of value two houses of equal cubical contents and fiiiisli, 
Mfn 1 1 =^'■•,‘*''‘1 *e other only for four or five years, and then 

rate li° -'—I would value both the houses at exactly the same 

; they would both let for the same money on a lease of 21 years.' 

F3 ’ 614. How 
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E. Gri^ihfEsq. 614. How do you value ornamental houses about a place, such as pleasure 

houses and other descriptions of houses of that kind ? — A very trifling sum is 

14 May 1830. put on them as not being of much actual value. 

615. Mr. Do you include greenhouses and conservatories: — 

Neither greenhouses nor garden -walls are valued, though occasionally in the 
neighbourhood of towns such adjuncts add so much to the letting value of a 
house that they must be taken into consideration ; but when they are attached 
to large country houses no attention is paid to them. 

616. Cliairman.1 Have you any means ofascertaining whether the valuators in 
diffei-ent parts of the same county are valuing according to the same scale ? — -Great 
pains are taken by me to ascertain that a relative scale is preserved throughout 
all the parties. I am very much in the habit myself of going out with each 
party of valuators, and valuing with them for three days, during which 
time I hold no communication with them as to the, price fixed on for any lot of 
land, but enter my opinion of the value of each lot in ray own field book; at 
the end of three days the prices are compared, and if i find the scale of the 
party higher or lower on any particular quality of ground, I discuss the matter 
with them, referring to other parts of the country in which I had valued with the 
same party. I soon after send another party of valuators from a different part 
of the country — one on whose experience and steadiness I place the greatest 
dependence, to value some of the townlands which had been previously valued 
by the party with whom I had lately valued, without telling the new party the 
cause of their being sent. Afterwards I compare the two valuations, and 
direct that the final prices shall be regulated accordingly. On comparing these 
check valuations, I frequently find that both parties of valuators agree in one 
quality of ground and differ in another ; for instance, they will agree in good 
friable land, and differ, being lower than the scale adopted on cold day 
lands, and higher, perhaps, on boggy lands; when this circumstance occurs, 
which is not unusual, after much comparison of the different prices, it is ascer- 
tained that the first party, or that belonging to the barony, are one shilling in the 
pound too low on cold clay lands, and one shilling, or, perhaps, one shilling and 
sixpence too high on boggy lands. This being determined, the first party are 
directed to raise all their clay lands a shilling in the pound, and to reduce all their 
boggy lands one shilling, or, as the case may be, one shilling and sixpence in 
the pound, and by this check valuation I am enabled to bring the whole of the 
parishes in a county, or in several counties, as nearly as possible to the same rela- 
tive valuation. 

617. Mr. Lonsfieid.'] Do you take into account the facility of markets, or the 
getting lime? — -Every local circumstance is taken into consideration, distance 
from or vicinity to market, roads, distance from or facility of procuring lime, sea 
manure, or turbary, elevation, aspect, including shelter from or exposure 
to prevailing winds, steepness, &c., &c. ; the principles for allowing for 
all which are fully treated of in the instructions to the valuators which I 
have already laid before the Committee. {See Appendix.) In making the 
field valuation in the first instance the valuators are directed to value all land as 
if it were placed in an ordinary situation, say five miles distant from any town 
not particularly well circumstanced as to manure, turbary or roads; afterwards 
additions or deductions are made according to the actual local circumstances of 
the place in which the land under consideration is situated ; if it be in a moun- 
tainous district, and the arable land be valued at 10 i. or 15 s. an acre, from 5 s. 
to 105. in the pound is afterwards deducted as the local circumstances appear 
to require, to cover the injury sustained by the bad climate, owing to elevation, 
exposure, and frosts and fogs arising from the vicinity of large tracts of uncul- 
tivated mountain land to the arable land ; where the land is situated in the 
vicinity of a town, 10 5. or 155. in the pound is added to the valuation on 
account of such local advantage ; but to prevent the confusion which the consi- 
deration of such local circumstances would cause if entered upon in the field, 
valuators are directed at all times to value the land in the first instance as if it 
were in an ordinary situation, and afterwards in the house make the additions 
or deductions for local circumstances. 

618. Chairman.'] By whom are those additions and deductions made? — The 
additions and deductions are made in the first instance by the valuators ; sub- 
sequently' they are referred to me also to check the valuator, and after due consi- 
deration they are finally determined on. 

619. Can 
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619. Can you form any idea of the comparative expense of the first valuation 
and the check valuation which follows it?— That will depend in a great degree 
upon the nature of the land. I find no material difference occurs among the 
different parties of valuators on good land, but occasionally, there are consi- 
derable differences on bad or low priced land, and particularly on mountain 
land, and this difference on mountain land does not arise so much from different 
opinions as to the actual quality or value of the land which is proportioned to 
the number of cattle which it is capable of grazing daring the summer months, 
but owing to particular local circumstances ; mountain land of the same apparent 
value, or which is capable of supporting a similar number of cattle, is much 
more valuable in one district than in another, owing to there being a greater 
extent of mountain grazing in one case in proportion to the neighbouring 
arable land than in another; and if it be found that the extent of mountain 
grazing land is so great in proportion to the neighbouring arable land that the 
tenant is unable to raise food for his cattle in the winter, he is obliged either 
to seek fodder at a distance, or what is more customary, to take in grazing 
cattle at so much a head from a distant lowland country; if the mountain tract 

large, the distance from the lowland country will not be consi- 
derable; in such cases, the farmer receives from 10^. to 15 s. or 20s. per head 
for the cattle, for six months grazing, in proportion to the quality of the grass; 
while in very extensive mountains, he will not be enabled to procure more than 
from 5 s. to 10 s. per head for similar grazing ; owing to this circumstance, con- 
siderable knowledge and more investigation is requisite in valuing poor mountain 
than rich arable districts, to the relative value of which latter, the valuators 
have been long accustomed; there is rarely more than Is. difference between 
them, on land of S 9 s, or 30 s. per acre, w’hich is of no importance; but Is. per 
acre on land whose value ranges from I-s. to lOs. makes a considerable differ- 
ence, and \d. an acre on mountain grazing, which ranges from 2d. to 4<d. per 
acre, is destructive to the valuation. Hence it is that the greatest extent of 
check valuation is required on poor mountain lands ; but to reply to the 
question generally, as to the proportion of expense incurred by the check 
valuation as compared with the original valuation, I should say about one-tenth, 
in some cases it is less, but on an average it may be about one-tenth. 

620. Does the check valuator go over the detail, or does he merely take 
proportions ? — The check valuator takes different townlands of different 
qualities, in different places in the same district, so as to ascertain the relative 
proportion of the second valuation as compared to the first, and he enters into 
particulars so far as to ascertain that sufficient allowance has been made for 
particular local circumstances, but generally speaking, one-tenth is quite 
sufficient, including mountain and lowland ; but where only slight differences 
occur between the original and the check valuators, about one-twentieth has 
been deemed sufficient. 

621. It has been suggested, in order to diminish the expense of the valuation, 
that the first valuation might be taken by local valuators in the manner in which 
it was taken in the county of Cork, and that the chock valuation would be a 
sufficient check; what is your opinion?— I do not think that local valuators 
could be advantageously employed for the field valuation, and for this reason, 
no person but experienced and accurate land-surveyors can make use of 
the Ordnance maps ; an experienced farmer, who was not a land-surveyor, 
could not find his place on the Ordnance map, and would in consequence be 
quite unable to lay down on the map the boundary of any lot, neither could 
he ascertain by measurement of the Ordnance plan the extent of any lot ; 
besides, he could not measure the houses, or value them according to the 
scale ; in fact, he could not execute any portion of the detail, unless he was 
a very skilful surveyor as well as valuator, and understood the whole arrange- 
ment made by me. The Ordnance map contains a townland, I w’iil say of 
320 acres; the townland is subdivided into lots, say ten lots of different 
sizes ; but when they are calculated upon the map and added together, instead 
of making 320 acres, it is found the sum amounts only to 318 acres and a half; 
t IS circumstance arises from the contraction of the paper, arising from its 
having been wetted previous to the printing; consequently it requires a skilful 
man to apportion, in an accurate manner, between the area as ascertained from 
measuring the printed plan and the actual contents ; to assist in effecting which, 

have formed a table for the correction of such contractions ; but none but 
i'4 persons 
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persons accustomed to the use of tables, and who have been instructed in the 
whole of my arrangements, could effect the desired object in a rapid and accu- 
rate manner; for these reasons I think local valuators would not answer; but 
there are other objections; local valuators are generally supposed to be 
prejudiced; if a proprietor had employed a local valuator to value an estate, he 
would naturallv wish to make the public valuation correspond with the previous 
valuation ; or on the other hand, if the local valuator had not previously valued 
the estate, he might be guided too much by the known rents, as was frequently 
the case in the tithe valuation, or through a natural leaning to a friend, he 
might be inclined to value too low, or, which is nearly as bad, he would be sus- 
pected of doing so ; to avoid suspicion of that kind, at my suggestion I received 
instructions from the Lord Lieutenant not to employ any valuator in his own 
county, or in the districts in which he had previously been professionally em- 
ployed ; but I feel at the same time that local knowledge is of great advantage 
in mountain counties ; and I was. very anxious to procure assistance from local 
valuators and land-agents, to check the valuation in many of the mountain dis- 
tricts. In the tithe composition valuation, which was generally made by local 
valuators, the greatest injustice was done, consequently I think it is not desirable 
to employ local valuators in the valuation of land ; but this does not apply to 
towns ; I think a great deal of time might be saved by such being employed in 
towns ; they have facilities for ascertaining the rents ; though I would not 
leave the whole valuation to them, as I should wish to check them afterwards, 

I think it would be desirable that the Lord Lieutenant should give me 
authority to employ persons acquainted with the place to make valuations 
in towns. 

62a. Mr. Jephson.'] Your answer has been directed to the greater value of 
the description of valuators you have spoken of with reference to local valuators ; 
presuming it w'as absolutely necessary your system of survey and valuation 
should go on at the same time, would it not be possible to get an accurate 
valuation of the townland or barony by local valuation, merely taking fields 
as the basis? — In that case there must be a map of the parish on which the 
fields have been laid down ; but I am bound by the Ordnance survey, which is 
much more accurate than any local survey. It would be throwing the Ordnance 
survey overboard, if local and comparatively inaccurate surveys were employed 
in preference. 

623. Supposing that it will take ten years before you will be able to arrive at 
the valuation of the south of Ireland, and that during that period prices shall 
have fallen one-halfbelow your standard of valuation, will you still adhere to 
the first scale of prices, and will not that have some tendency to create an im- 
pression on the part of the people that the valuation is absolutely too high, and 
that the relative proportions between the subdivisions may be fairly questioned ? 
— According to the Valuation Act I am to make an uniform valuation of Ireland ; 
for this purpose I have commenced on a certain scale for the county of Derry, 
the foundation of which has already been described, and I mean to continue 
that scale of value throughout the country, without any reference whatever to 
the prices of the time. 

624. Chairman.'] When did you commence the valuation? — In the month 
of May, 1830 . 

625. What progress have you made since that time? — The whole of the 
county of Derry has been valued, and the valuation is now in operation; the 
barony of Strabane, in the county of Tyrone, has been valued, and the valua- 
tion is now in operation ; the baronies of Upper and Lower Dunluce, Upper 
and Lower Glenarm and Cary, in the county of Antrim, have been valued, and 
the valuation is now in operation; the whole of the field valuation of the county 
of Tyrone has been completed, and is now under revision ; three-fourths of the 
valuation of the county of Antrim has been completed, and is now under revi- 
sion ; and upwards of three-fourths of the valuation of the county of Down has 
been made, and is now under revision; considerable progress, more than one- 
half, has been made in the valuation of the county of Fermanagh ; there are 
three parties of valuators at work in the county of Armagh, and one barony, 
the barony of Innishow^eu, and a considerable portion of the barony of Raphoe, 
has been valued iu the county of Donegal ; at present there are sixteen parties 
of valuators at work, each consisting of three valuators, fourteen of which are 
employed on the first valuation, and two on tlie check valuation. 

G26. Do 
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626. Do the check valuators go out singly or in parties of thre e ? Occasion- 

ally i)Oth ways; I sometimes semi one of the check valuators out to value, 
with a party, in the manner I have already described, keeping his valuation to 
himself, till after be has been at work three days at the least, which system I 
find to be of great assistance, as a casual check, not only on the scale of valuation 
but on the manner in which the detail of the instructions is carried into effect ; but 
as a final check of the valuation, as I should not think it advisable to act on the 
opinion of one check valuator against three, I send a full party, consisting of three 
experienced valuators. 

027. Mr. French.~\ Have you always had that number of valuators? — No; I 
commenced with three parties. I have added five new parties within this year. 
In proportion as I received maps from the Ordnance I increased the number of 
valuation parties, so as to keep up with the progress of the survey ; my present 
raie of progress in the valuation is from 1,200 to 1,300 acres a year, that is, 
taking arable and mountain ; but when I get on to the county of Donegal I shall 
go on at the rate of 2,000,000 of acres a year. The extent valued by each party, 
taking- the average extent of mountain and arable together, is about 90,000 acres 
a year ; the quantity of arable land valued on an average each day for each party 
is about 300 acres, and the quantity' of mountain land will vary from 500 to 
1,500. 

C28. Your progress depends entirely on the Ordnance survey?— Yes; I have 
undertaken with the Government to keep up with the Ordnance surveyors, accord- 
ingly as they supply maps, I regulate the number of parties of valuators, ascer- 
taining from Colonel Colby when I shall be likely to get the next county. 

629. There will be no delay on your part, after the completion of the Ordnance 
survey, in finishing the work?— No; I expect I shall have completed the valua- 
tion in two years after the last map has been engraved. 

630. Mr. Jephson.'\ Supposing- that your valuators are going on in the most 
regular manner, do you find it necessary to change the valuators from one set to 

another in order to insure that they shall adopt the same mode of valuation ? 

I am constantly in the habit of changing the valuators for the purpose of insuring 
uniformity of valuation and for other reasons. Of course in so large an establish- 
ment there will be various characters, some will be good draughtsmen, some will 
have a good knowledge of mountains, and know comparatively less of low lands, 
and -okc versa. I endeavour so to arrange the parties as to have a skilful man in 
each department in each set of valuators. 

631. How do you check the valuators that they do not, to save themselves 
trouble, arrange in the field the different prices? — Should there be collusion 
of this kind it would be discovered by the check valuators. I find a greater 
tendency to disagreement than to collusion, as each valuator is obliged to give 
in^ his price for each lot without consulting the others, so man;;^ bickerings 
arise from each person wishing to have his own price fixed that I have rather to 
apprehend a difficulty in preserving good temper among the valuators than fearof- 
collusion. 

632. Chah-man.'] Can you give the Committee an idea of the expense, so far as 
it has proceeded ? — When we commenced the valuation in the county of Derry, of' 
course the valuators, though experienced persons, were not so skilful as at present, 
nor were the arrangements so perfect. I had previously considered the matter 
very maturely ; and so long ago as the year 1824, when the Committee sat for the • 
consideration of the survey and valuation of Ireland, I gave an outline of my 
opinion as to what should be the groundwork of the valuation, and the opinions 
then given still form the groundwork of the instructions. But the details of 
-those instructions have every year been improved, and of course as the system 
becomes more perfect the valuators will go on more rapidly, and the check valua- 
tions will not be so detailed or expensive. The expense is reduced now nearly to 
about two-thirds of what it was originally. 

^33- Can you give the Committee any idea of the expense either according to 
the valuation or according to the extent ? — According to the extent I think at 
present it comes to about an acre; but the expense will in a great measure 
depend upon the quality of the land, because it takes as much time to value 300 
acres of arable land as from 500 to 1,000 acres of mixed mountain land, that is, . 
arable and uncultivated mountain intermixed. I believe, in the county of Derry, 
if you take the price of the land valued as compared to its extent, it will come to 
somewhere about 8fjd. in the pound, whereas if it was valued at the ordinary., 
G letting 
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letting of the acre it would come to about 6 d. in the pound. But in the county 
of Derry the land is on an average a very low class. I think that the valuation 
per acre of the county of Derry came to somewhat more than an acre, and 
I think what we are doing now comes to about an acre on an average of 
arable and mountain land. 

634. Mr. French^ Will the county of Cork, which has recently been valued, 
require to be valued over again? — Certainly ; it will not be of the slightest advan- 
tage to the general valuation, any more than the tithe composition valuation. 

635. Chairman.'] With reference to the accounts, what accounts are kept? — 

In respect to the keeping of the accounts, the baronial valuator, or head of each 
party of valuators, sends to my office in Dublin a monthly return of the expendi- 
ture, at the expiration of the month, according to a regular printed form, a copy 
of which is appended to the instructions. Here is a copy of the printed return 
[producing it] ; it states the names of the persons employed, the nature of employ- 
ment, the number of days actually at work, the rate per week, the amount of 
salary, the amount of labour, the amount of postage, the amount of stationery, 
and the incidents ; and at the foot of each return the baronial valuator signs the 
following declaration in the presence of a magistrate : “ Baronial valuator has 

come before me, and does solemnly and sincerely declare that he was employed 
by Richard Griffith, esquire, Commissioner of Valuation, as baronial valuator in 
the county of during the month of 183 , and saith that the 

several payments made by him, amounting in the whole to the sum of , as 

set forth in the above return, were paid to the persons therein named, to the 
amount and for the purposes therein specified, without his having retained or 
received any per centage, or other deduction from any person whatever. Made 
and subscribed before me this day of 183 , 

Baronial Valuator J. P. county of That is 

the form of the return as to the payment. But there is another return which 
regulates the progress. The progress return consists of two returns; the first 
states the quantity of work done during each week in the month, and the second 
the number of hours that each person was actually at work in field or in the 
office each day, according to the regulations which have been made by me, and 
which are contained in the instructions to which I have already so frequently 
alluded; each party of valuators is bound to work in the field seven hours each 
day, exclusive of going to and returning from work ; and the return of the pro- 
gress contains the following heads : “ Parish under valuation “ The number of 
days in the field in each week “ Number of acres valued,"’ there being separate 
columns for arable and mountain lands ; and “ Total number of acres valued.” The 
second, or time return, contains the number of days in the month, and the 
number of hours that the valuators were at work during each day. These two 
returns, the one setting forth the money expended, and the second the work 
that is done, and the time occupied in doing it, are the checks I have esta- 
blished. 

636. After these accounts have been examined by you, what becomes of 
them ? — They are sent to the audit account office in London. 

637. What information relative to them is given to Grand Juries, or how are 
they required to levy the amount? — In the case of the county of Derry I was 
called upon to supply an account of the sums paid to each individual employed 
in the valuation, and that account was laid before the Grand Jury for con- 
sideration. According to Act of Parliament the Grand Jury is bound to 
present either a sum equal to the expenditure in each year ; or an arrangement 
maybe made by the Lord Lieutenant that it shall be paid by instalments; 
and I believe in the counties of Derry and Tyrone it has been hitherto paid by 
instalments. 

638. Is it a compulsory presentment ? — It is. 

639. If the Grand Jury had any reason to doubt the accuracy of these 
accounts, could they refuse them? — 1 think not; abstracts only of these accounts 
are sent to the Grand Jury; the accounts in detail, together with the 
vouchers, are transmitted to London, to be audited by the audit office. When 
they have passed that ordeal, and the accountant has received his quietus, be 
cannot legally be called upon further, unless an actual malversation be discovered. 

G40. yir. M.O'FerralL] That is the practice generally in compulsory present- 
ments ? — It is. 

641. Chairman.] 
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641. Chairman:] Do you conceive that any alterations are necessary in the 
Act of Parliament!— The first thing that occurs to me is an alteration as to the 
houses. 

642. Would you recommend any alteration as to the point at which the valua- 
tion of houses should cease?— I think it would be desirable that the point at 
which the valuation should cease respecting house.s should be raised. At present 
all houses above 3/. in annual value are to be taken into consideration; but I think 
the limit should be made at 5/. My reason for thinking so is this, that I 
apprehend that the taxing alihouses above the value of 3/. will have a tendency 
to deteriorate the quality of farm-houses and ferm-buildings. At present it is 
customar}’ for the landlord to encourage the tenants to build good farm-houses 
by giving them timber, and slates for the roof; by this means, in some districts, 
thatched houses are beginning to disappear; but according to the valuation 
tables, there is sucha difference between the value of a slafcd house and of a thatched 
house, as to raise the valuation of an ordinary farm-house from 3 1 nearly to 
5?. per annum. And as I think it is desirable rather to encourage the erection 
of good slated farm-houses, I would suggest the propriety of raising the point 
at which the valuation should cease from 3/. to 5/.; and in future that all houses 
under 5/. in value should be exempt from taxation. 

643. yir. M.O'Ferrall.'] Ifyou exempt houses under 5/. from taxation, would not 
that encourage the continuance of a bad class of houses? — No, there are very 
few fanners’ or labourers’ cottages that amount to 5?.; it requires a very good 
house, according to our scale of valuation, to reach 5?., for as the whole valuation 
is carried on at rather a low scale, so as to be proportioned as nearly as possible 
to the low scale for land prescribed by the Act, it requires a house to be 
something larger and better than a small farmer usually occupies, to amount to 
5/. per annum. 

644. Chairman.^ Do you think 5/. too low for the purpose? — I see no great 
objection to go as high as 6/., but not beyond 6/. I think there are instances 
of houses occupied by farmers beyond the value of 5/., but such are not of frequent 
occurrence. 

645. Would not the class of persons who build houses upon a lease to sub-let 
them, be sufficiently taxed by paying upon the improved value of the land ?— No, 
the farmer pays upon the improved value of the land, and for his house in 
addition, and I think there is no mode in which money is laid out, that yields so 
large a return as building small houses of from 2/. to 3/. ; a man will get at least 

money; but .such building speculations are not 
sufficiently numerous to induce me to recommend that the taxing of all houses 
above 3/. in annual value should be continued. 

64(5. Have you any other suggestions to make of alterations in the Act of 
Parliament; for instance, would you make it compulsory to value in parties of 
three ? — 1 would make it compulsory so far as the land is concerned ; 1 should 
not like in a valuation of land, particularly of low priced arable and mountain 
land, to trust to one valuator, and I think two does not answer; you must either 
have one or three, but I should like to have the power of appointing one valuator, 
with assistant labourers for the valuation of towns, such valuations are determined 
m a great degree by the rents paid, and there is no difficulty in measuring and 
determining the relative value by means of the valuation tables already described, 
besides the town can afterwards he revised by some of the experienced town 
valuators, but in the valuation of land, which is less certain, I much prefer havino- 
the separate opinions of three valuators on each lot. “ 

647. Would not the object be sufficiently answered, by leaving the clause 
empowering the Lord Lieutenant to make such orders respecting the valuation ns 
he thought fit, and omitting the clause requiring the valuation to be made in 
parties of three ? — Certainly. 

648. Are you aware that there is no possibility now of bringing extra- 
parochial places before the Committee of Appeal?— I am not, and I do not think 
It is the fact. 

649. Under what part of the Act do you conceive that extra-parochial places 
can appear before the Committee of Appeal, to defend themselves against the 
valuation?— I conceive that there is no part of a parish extra-parochial as far as 
the county assessment is concerned, the extra-parochiality alludes altogether to 
tithes. The Boundary Survey Act of 6 Geo. 4. c. 94, under which I determine 

G 2 ^ the 
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B. GTi£ii 1 {, Esq. boundaries of counties, parishes and town lands, enables me to determine 
- ■ - those boundaries, and having done so, unless there be an appeal against the 

'14 May 1836. boundaries so determined by me, they are final, as far as the local taxation is 
concerned, and consequently I take no notice of extra-parochial districts or town 
lands, and have never done so. 

650. If that extra-parochial place has never paid county cess or church-rate, 
can it appeal to the vestry against its being included ?— I think that unless the 
Act of Parliament exempts it, and unless the land be legally exempt, it must be 
valued according to the Act, and it is bound to pay as a portion of the parish in 
which it is included, and the appeal should be made in the vestry of that parish. 
If it be legally exempt, that is a sufficient answer. 

65 1 . Mr. M. O'Ferrall. ] There is a townland called Slieve Green, in the county 
of Waterford, consisting of 25,000 acres, which is extra-parochial. How would 
you place that in your valuation ? — I would place it in the parish in which it is 
contained, or in which the greater portion of it is contained, but if it be a common, 
and the surrounding parishes possess a right of commonage on it, I would appor- 
tion it to those parishes in proportion to that right. 

652. Are there any places which have hitherto been free from county rate which 
are included in the valuation? — I consider myself bound by the Valuation Act to 
■v'alue every thing, and afterwards to exempt such portions of land, or such houses 
as are legally exempt. I have hitherto done so, but there was one instance of a 
peculiarity in the county of Londonderry, namely, the lands of Culmore, which 
forms a considerable estate attached to the castle and fort of Culmore, which has 
been given to the governor of that fort in lieu of salary, and those lands have not 
hitherto paid county assessment ; they were valued according to my directions, 
.and an appeal was lodged against such valuation on the grounds of their being 
exempt as public property belonging to the Crown; the matter was referred by me 
to the Crown lawyers, who, after several considerations on the subject, at length 
gave it as their opinion that the lands of Culmore were liable to county assessment; 
inconsequence, the appeal was not prosecuted, and it was -determined by the 
Committee of Appeal, that the lands were liable to county ass'essment, and they 
are now legally bound to pav county assessment. 

653. Who lodged the appeal?— I believe the tenants who occupy the lands. 

654. Can you state the circumstances under which that land became attached 
to the fort of Culmore r — It was granted by the Crown to the Irish Society, who 
were bound to keep a garrison in Culmore Fort, and afterwards by an arrangement 
between King Charles the Second and the Society, enrolled in the signet office 
on the 27th of April 1665, instead of keeping a garrison at that place, they gave 
up those lands to the governor and pay 200 1 a year to the governor of the fort. 

655. Did you find it necessary to take the opinion of counsel whether that land 
• was liable to assessment or not ? — I did ; I laid a case before the attorney and 
solicitor-general, and got a decided opinion that it was liable to assessment. 

656. MT.Jephson,'] Would you recommend that the Crown- lands as land, should 
be liable to assessment as other lands r — That will depend upon the nature of what 
may be considered Crown land. If it be an estate which is the property of the 
Crown, and is let by the Crown to a tenant in a similar manner to the estate of a 
private individual, I tliink it should be liable to assessment, but if it be land in 
the precincts of a barrack or a fort, and occupied as such for public purposes, for 
drill ground, or even for gardens belonging to the place, I think it should not be 
assessed, and I believe such lands are exempted by law. 

657. Near the barracks of Fermoy, the Government took a piece of oround to the 
extent of twenty acres, for a drill ground. Supposing that had been previously in 
the hands of an individual, would you on its being taken by Government for that 
purpose, recommend that it should be exempted? — At present it is exempt by 
law, any thing that is belonging to or in the possession of the Crown for public 
purposes is now exempt by law. 

658. Mr. M. 0 'Ftrrall.\ Have you ascertained the proportion in which the 
applotments differ under your valuation from the old mode of applotting, us 
regards the comparative jimount of charge on the value?— In the county of Lon- 
donderry, which is the only county valuation which is entirely completed, I did 
prepare a table setting forth the difference of the amount assessed according to 
-the old and according to the new valuation, which I will beg leave to hand in. 

{The Witness delivered in the same: vide Appendlvil 
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659. Have you found any considerable difference between the new scale, 
according to your valuation, and the old county assessment ? — On comparino- the 
amount of the county assessment of the proportion of the baronies under the new 
valuation as compared with the old scale, very trifling differences were observed in 
the county of Londonderry, except in the barony of the north-west liberties of 
Londonderry, in which the city of Londonderry is situated. Considerable differ- 
ences were observed in the different parishes, in some of which a variation was 
observed between lOi and 2 ^. in the pound ; but in the detail of the townlands 
within the parishes, much greater differences were observed — the difference 
between Gd. and 3 ^. 

660. Have you ascertained the proportion in which your valuation differs from 
the tithe valuation?— I compared them in a few instances, and found, generally 
speaking, the discrepancies were so great that I could draw no just conclusions 
from them. I found that they agreed tolerably well in one portion of a parish, 
and that in another portion our valuation was 20 , 30 and even 40 percent, under 
the tithe valuation. There were some parishes in which the agreements were 
tolerably good ; but, genei-ally speaking, the disagreements were very considerable. 

661. Generally speaking, do you conceive the tithe valuations to have been 
imperfect? — Very imperfect. 

662. Supposing a certain sum to be levied off any parish for tithe and county- 
rate, are both levied on the same valuation, or what difference is there between 
the two valuations? — I think, in many cases, very considerable differences would 
arise between the amount of assessment on particular townlands were the assess- 
ments for tithes made according to the general valuation instead of the tithe 
valuation ; in many instances there is a difference of 20 and even 30 per cent, 
between the tithe valuation and the general valuation in certain parts of the same 
parish, though the valuations agree in other parts. 

663. In the county of Londonderry, the valuation of which has been finished 
and the county-rate levied according to your valuation,, is the tithe levied accord- 
ing to the new valuation made by you, or according to the valuation made by the 
Tithe Commissioners? — According to the valuation made by the Tithe Commis- 
sioners. 

664. Do you conceive that valuation to be generally defective.' — I do. 

665. Do you conceive that any arrangement could be made for the purpose of 
levying the tithe according to" your valuation instead of the tithe valuation ? — 

I think an arrangement could be made, but with some difficulty, because the tithe 
is applotted by farms, and according to the Valuation Act the valuation is made 
by townlands, and though the lands may be divided into lots, they are not divided 
into farms, and. consequently there would he some difficulty in making the sub- 
applotment for the tithe on the new valuation. At the same time, as there must be 
a sub-ap^lotment made on farms for the county assessment, that same applotment 
might be used for the tithe. 

666. Have you heard any discontent expressed by the farmers in the county of 
Derry that tithe is levied by one valuation and county-rate levied by another ? — 

I have heard great discontent expressed when it was found that the tithe valuation 
was much higher than the general valuation in certain parts, and of course in pro- 
portion as the valuation.is high the tithe is increased. 

667. Do you conceive that by levying tithe on your valuation any loss would 
accrue to the tithe owner? — Certainly not. 

668. Do you conceive that a portion of- the objection to the payment of tithes 
is owing to the bad valuation of the assqssment ?^I think it may; but I do not 
know any instances of ray own knowledge. 

669. You have at present the power of including Avithin any parish any lands 
for the purpose of paying a proportion of the county ce.ss ; do you think that such 
a provision could be extended with advantage to the portions of counties sur- 
rounded by other counties ? — I think it would be desirable, and for the last six 
Sessions of Parliament I have pressed the Government to introduce an Act, with 
a view to the consolidation of counties, so that all insulated portions of counties 
shall in future be considered to be an integral part of the coynty in which it is con- 
tained. In addition to which, I have also recommended that a similar consolida- 
tion of baronies within counties should be made. It frequently happens that 
a barony is divided into five or six portions, and as there arc many county arrange- 
ments connected with baronies as to roads and police, great irregularity and 
inconvenience arises from the separation of different portions of the same barony, 

0.71. a 3 and, 
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R. Griffith, Esq. consequently, I should wish that a similar provision respecting baronies 

■ — should be made ; namely, that any detached portion of a barony belonging to the 
14, May 1836. same county which shall be included or insulated within any other barony shall 
in future form an integral part of the barony in which it is contained. It is quite 
evident, as far as county business is concerned, that the proposed consolidation 
would be of great advantage ; with respect to the isolated portions of counties, 
the greatest possible inconvenience arises as far as roads are concerned. The 
county to which the detached portion belongs has no interest in the repairs of the 
roads which pass through it, and consequently they are generally neglected and 
out of repair, and the county in which they are actually contained has no power 
to repair them ; and with respect to the detached portions of baronies, similar 
difficulties arise. The only objection that 1 ever heard to the proposed consolida- 
tion of the isolated portions of counties, was the transfer of the voters who may 
reside in the detached portions. That sometimes would make a difference, and 
transfer voters belonging to one county to another; but as a Consolidation 
Act, similar to that which I recommend, has taken place in England subse- 
quently to the Reform Act in respect to voters, I think there can be no reasonable 
ground for refusing it in Ireland, more particularly as the extent of i-solated 
portions of counties is very inconsiderable. I have with me in London a 
schedule setting forth the situations of all the isolated portions in Ireland, 
whether of counties or baronies, and which may be inserted in an appendix to my 
evidence. 

670. Mr. Jephson.\ Is the book now shown to you a copy of an original valua- 
tion field book? — 'It is a copy of the original field book of the parish of Temple- 
more, in the county of Londonderry. 

671. Taking the townland of Coshquin, what is the meaning of the numbers 
from 1 to 20 ? — Those are the numbers of the valuation lots, or the portions into 
which the land has been divided for the purpose of being valued, as already alluded 
to in my evidence. 

672. Take, for instance. No. 1, 44 acres, is that necessarily land in the posses- 
sion of. one individual, or may it contain land in the possession of two or three 
individuals ? — It may contain land in the possession of two or three individuals. 

673. This book being made public, does it contain any mode by which indi- 
viduals can ascertain how far they have been correctly valued in comparison with 
their neighbours? — It does; the valuation map, which is lodged in the office of 
the county treasurer together with this hook, has the boundaries of the several 
valuation lots laid down in it, each lot being numbered on the map to correspond 
with the numbers contained in this book, and any person having a territorial map 
of the towmlands on which the boundaries of the several farms are .shown, can 
transfer the lines of the valuation lots to the territorial map, and by that means 
can ascertain what portion of each farm or holding is contained in every lot. 
That system has been adopted in the county of Londonderry, and a sub-applotment 
has been made according to the general valuation on the several farms. 

674. Does not it require that the occupier should have a better understanding 
of a map than it would be likely that the class of persons that would be affected 
by the question of over or under valuation would possess? — None but land- 
surveyors could effect it ; but a single individual cannot well appeal for himself, 
but the whole or the greater number of the occupants of a townland must unite 
together in order to appeal. They know the gros.s amount which the neighbourino- 
townlands pay, they can contrast the amount of the valuation of their own 
townland with another, and it is upon such contrasts only that they can appeal. 

675. Is not the system of survey which you have adopted, such as to preven. 
individuals from knowing the inequalities of valuation, by which they themselves 
may be individually affected ? — The valuation according to the Act is directed to 
be given in the townlands only, and not in sub-applotraents of the townlands, 
and if any individual in any townland holds only a portion of a townland, he 
cannot without difficulty ascertain the value put on his portion of it. 

676. Chairman.'] Do not they gain that knowledge when they come to pay? — 
That '.vill depend in the manner in which the sub-applotment rvithin the town- 
land is made, they are not bound to sub-applot according to this book, they may 
use it or not as they please. 

677. Mr. Jephson.] Would this book, owing to the system of survey and 
valuation that has been adopted, be of the slightest advantage to the holders of a 
particular townland, in making that sub-applotment amongst themselves ? — It 

would, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON COUNTY CESS (IRELAND.) 55 

would, provided they had a map on which the farms or the subdivisions of the 
land were accurately laid down ; but even then considerable inaccuracies might 
occur in consequence of certain parts of the same lot being of a different value 
ffoni other parts ; that is to say, it rarely happens that a lot, say of 30 acres, is 
uniformly of the same value ; one portion of the lot may be worth 20,r. an acre 
a second 25s. and another portion 18s., while the price of the lot in the book will 
be 21s. per acre on an average; now the portion of the value of 18 s. an acre may 
be contained in one man’s farm, and it will be set down at 21s., and the portion 
w'ortli 25s. may be contained in another farm, and it will also be set down at 21s. ; 
hence, inequalities may arise, but generally speaking they will not be of much 
importance ; I have stated rather an unusual case. 

678. Does not that show that it would be almost impossible for a set of parish- 
ioners, wnhont the assistance of a land surveyor, to make use of this valuation as 
the basis of the snb-applotmenl ?— Certainly it does, but if there be a territorial 
map, such , as I have de,scribed, a surveyor would make the sub-applotment in 
a short time. 

679. Had a field valuation been adopted, might not such field valuation have 
been made the basis for the lowest applotments of the townlands? — It might, but 
the expense of the survey would have been considerably increased. 

680. Would not such an arrangement have obviated a great deal of the inequai* 

lity which even still will exist under this present valuation as to the mode in 
which parishioners may think proper to assess each other? It would. 

681. May not, under this valuation, the more numerous parishioners of mountain 
ground throw a great inequality of valuation on the parishioners of the low ground 
provided they happened to be in the minority in the same townland ?— It rarely 
happens that each occupant in the townland has not some of the lowland and 
some ol the upland. 

C82. AVould it not have been an advantage to the country if such an arrange- 
ment had been made in the survey that the relative value of particular farms should 
be ascertained, whereby sub-applotmonts for the subdivisions of the townlands 
might have been made? — If all the boundaries of farms had been surveyed and 
engraved the moment a farm was subdivided or altered the map would cease to be 
correct if the survey went down so far as to show the boundaries of the fields 
^rtamly the valuation might be applotted according to those fields, but then the 
Ordnance survey must be made upon a scale of 24 inches to the mile instead of six, 
and much greater expense would have been incurred. 

683. If periodical revisions of the valuation were to take place, suppose every 
seven or every ten years, would not all those difficulties which would arise from the 
sub-divisions of farms be obviated ? — They could not be obviated unless there was 
a rnap on which the farms were laid down ; if there had been a valuation map on 
which the farms were laid down, thefarms might bave been valued without inconve- 
nience or loss of time ; on the contrary, it would rather have accelerated the valua- 
tion, particularly if the map had been divided into fields; every field is now 
examined in the progress of valuing a lot, and the average value of a number of 
fields IS given as the value of the lot, besides the trouble of laying out lots as 
nearly as possible of equal value, would have been avoided, the judicious manage- 
ment of which takes much time and consideration. But unless, as I have already 
mentioned, the Ordnance map was given in fields, the kind of valuation I have now 
described could not be effected. 

684. Supposing you were to take the townlands according to the Ordnance sur- 
vey, and according to the system now adopted you would have the total number 
of acres contained in the townland correct — you would also have the total value of 
the townland correct — could not there be a re-distribution of the value and the 
quantity as nearly as would be practically useful for the fields to be made the sub- 
ject of an applotraent which should remain the basis of all the sub-applotments for 
seven or ten years t — Certainly ; but it would require a sub-applotinent by means 
of a new survey and valuation of the townlands. 

685. Chah'man.] Do not you think there is sufficient intelligence among the 

people in the townlands to applet that among themselves ? — I think there is, and I 
see no difficulty in their doing so. * 

686 . Mr. Jephson.] Are you aware that in the county of Cork every farm has 
een separately valued, and that the quantity has been ascertained as nearly cor- 
rect .as possible, and the value placed upon it? — I am aware that the valua- 
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tion of the farms in the county of Cork was made by computation, but I have heard 
that great objection has been made to it in some places. 

687. Chairman^ What time would you recommend to be fixed for a periodical 
revision of this valuation r — I think from 2 1 to 25 years. I would make a revision 
of the general valuation at that time ; but at the expiration of 10 years a parochial 
revision might take place on application from the parties interested. 

688 . Would you conceive that this scale should be binding on individual 
houses for that length of time r — I do not think that the detail of the valuation 
given in the valuation field-books limits the applotments on houses — the valuation 
merely ascertains what the value of the land and houses was at the time it was 
made, and the taxation will be levied on the gross amount of land and houses ; 
should a house be burned or removed, its value must be assessed on the land, and 
per contra. If a new house be built 011 any townland subsequently to the com- 
pletion of the valuation, it should be assessed according to its relative value, and a 
proportionate reduction be made in the assessment on the original houses as well 
as on the land of the townland ; but the gross amount of the assessment on the 
townland itself will retain the same relative position in respect to other townlands 
until a revision of the valuation shall take place. 

689. Islv. Jephson.'] What time would the revision take to go over it — would 
you recommend a revision similar to the check valuation at present or a new survey? 
— 1 think the extent and necessary detail required for a revision might be ascertained 
by the county appointing a committee to investigate the facts, and that the Lord 
Lieutenant should appoint a valuator to attend this committee who would consi- 
der the matter and regulate the revision by check valuations according to the 
extent that was found necessary. I merely throw out this as a crude idea which I 
have not considered. 

690. Mr. Tliinkett.'] You have used the word parish and townland ; are the 
boundaries in any degree commensurate, that is to say, will the boundary of a 
townland, for example, be the boundary of the parish 1 — The boundaries of parishes 
are always boundaries of townlands ; that is to say, one townland cannot be con- 
tained in two parishes ; it sometimes happens that an estate may lie on both sides 
of the boundary of a parish, and that the townland in each parish is called by the 
same name, and is considered to be one townland, but in such cases I have always 
divided the townland, and added the word upper or lower, east or west, to the original 
name, to serve to distinguish them. As each parish will be separately assessed, it 
is necessary that no confusion should arise as to the boundaries of any denomina- 
tion or division belonging to it, consequently in all cases the boundary of a parish 
must likewise be the boundary of a townland as far as that parish or the county 
assessment is concerned. 

691. Therefore no confusion can arise from the circumstance of a townland being 
situated in more than one parish ? — Certainly not. 

692. Chairman.'] W^ith reference to the county of the town of Drogheda, is the 
survey sufficiently advanced to allow the valuation to commence there? — The 
survey is very nearly completed, but the maps are not yet engraved. 

693. Mr. Plunicett.] Houses will of course be valued in that case? — The 
houses will be valued in a similar manner to those of any other county or town. 

694. Are you at all aware whether the complaint which is made in the petition 
from Drogheda is a general complaint from the counties of towns, the complaint 
being that the land is heavily assessed in consequence of the houses not being 
subject to taxation?- — I do not know the case with respect to Drogheda; but 
I know many instances of land in the neighbourhood of old establishments 
similar to Drogheda, where the land is vci’y heavily assessed compared with the 
county at large ; and as the county of the town has ahvays establishments in itself 
belonging to itself, for the support of which the lands within it are assessed, of 
course there is uniformly a much higher assessment on the land in a small county 
of a town than on the surrounding land ; but that assessment will be very mate- 
rially alleviated as soon as the houses in the town are valued and assessed. 
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Mr. More O’Ferrall. 



SIR ROBERT FERGUSON in the Chair. 



Mr. William M'Clintock Spence, called in ; and Examined. 

695. Chairman.'] WHAT office do you hold ? — Secretary to the grand jury 
of the county of Donegal. 

696. How long have you held that office? — I was appointed jointly with the 
last secretary in 1827 ; lie died in 1829, and I was then appointed solely. 

697. You have held it solely since 1829 ? — Yes. 

698. Were you acting as assistant before that? — Yes, from 1816. 

699. By whom is the secretary of the grand jury appointed ?— By the grand 

700. Is it understood to be an office that is held for life ? — It is considered to 
be held for life, but it is at the discretion of the grand jury to change them if 
they please. 

701. How is the secretary of the grand jury paid? — He is paid by present- 
ment at each assizes, in our county by a fixed salary of 1 10/. Irish, at each as- 
sizes, or 220 /. Irish, per annum. 

702. It depends upon the size of the county ?— Yes, ours is a first class 
county. 

703. Have your duties much increased under the new Act? — Very much. 

704. Will you state what has been the increase of your duties under tlie recent 
Act ? — Under the former Act in Donegal we Iiad four sessions previous to each 
assizes ; under the present Act we have six sessions previous to each assizes, and 
six adjournments, one in each barony. 

705. Have you been obliged in any manner to increase your establishment ? 
— I have been obliged to keep an additional clerk. 

706. Have any other additional expenses been thrown upon you ? — A good 
deal of additional printing, and a great deal of additional travelling. 

707. Do you know what the extent of the county of Donegal is? — 1,165,000 
acres. 

708. I believe a great part of the county of Donegal is extremely wild ? — A 
very great part of it. 

709. There are very few stationers’ shops in it ? — I believe only one, and that 
is at the extremity of the county, in Ballyshannon. 

710. You are obliged consequently to prepare a great number of forms? — We 
are obliged to furnish forms for payments to contractors, and for applications for 
dispensaries and salaries. 

711. Do you receive any thing for these forms? — Nothing. 

712. Can you produce one of these forms ?— Yes. [The Witness produces 
a printed form, and the same is giveii in.] 

713. Is it necessary that an application for the salaries of Bridewell-keepers 
and of dispensaries should be made at the special sessions? — 'It is. 

714. By whom then are these applications made? — To save applicants the 
trouble of coming from a distance, or bringing people 25 Irish miles, which would 
be frequently the case, the local inspector of the county gaol and myself, being 
cess payers, make the applications at road sessions. 

715* There are other papers and forms which are prepared by you, or through 
your office ?— Yes, there are others for salaries that do not require to go before the 
cess payers. 

7*6- Recognizances and other matters of that kind? — Yes. 

717. Upon which I believe you receive fees ? — I have heretofore received 2s.6d. 
upon each recognizance. 

H 718. How 
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Mr. H\ M. Spence. 718. How is the amount of that fee fixed ? — The Act of 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 78, 

gave that fee upon the recognizance where the application has been approved by 

17 May 1836. the justices and cess payers. 

719. You conceive that fee is settled by the Act of Parliament? — I do. 

720. And that neither the justices nor the grand jury have the power of re- 
ducing it ? — The justices certainly have not. The grand jury might disconti- 
nue the secretary who did not accede to whatever terms they proposed. 

72 1 . But there is no power to them under the Act to reduce the fee, except by 
discontinuing the person who holds the office? — Not any that I know of. 

722. Have you reduced those fees? — I am to reduce them at the sessions com- 
mencing 1st June next to Is. 6</.each recognizance where the sum does not exceed 
5/., and 2s. each for above 51. 

723. Do you get any other fee upon any paper handed in? — Sixpence on pro- 
posals for executing work. 

724. Are there numerous proposals sent in for executing the work? — In some 
baronies very numerous, in others not more than one each. 

725. How many recognizances had you last year in the barony of Innishowen ? 
—I had 471. 

726. Can you tell the Committee what was the amount of your fees received 
during the last year ? — I cannot tell exactly; I have not kept an exact account. 

727. Can you tell nearly? — I think about 280/., probably a few pounds more or 
a few pounds less. 

728. What was the additional expense thrown upon you from these forms, 
a clerk, and other things, independent of your own travelling expenses? — I think 
printing and the clerk about 60/. 

729. Mr. French.] You have a fixed salary according to the rate of your 
county? — Yes. 

730. In addition to that salary, what other emoluments have you ? — Those 
I have mentioned from fees. 

73 1 . You have stated those fees amount to about 280 /. ?— -Yes, in the last year, 

732. Can you tell me what is the yearly average number of tenders that has 
been put in ? — I cannot ; for they do not get all their tenders from me ; we have 
allowed them in our county to put in tenders not procured from the secretary. 

733. I believe they have the power to put in tenders in every county 
1 believe they have. 

734. What is your fee upon those tenders? — Sixpence. I fill them up, as many 
as I can, without inserting the prices. 

735. You have 6d. upon each tender put in whether the person obtain the 
contract or not 1 — 1 have not in all cases ; for persons put in tenders which they 
did not procure from me. 

736. They do that in every county? — Yes, I believe so. 

737. You have 6c/. for each one you draw r — Yes. 

738. That is I suppose a considerable part of the 280 /. you have mentioned?— 

1 should suppose it would make about one-fifth. 

739. The remainder is made up by the fees on the recognizances ? — Yes, 

2 s. 6d. on the recognizances. 

740. You have stated you have a very considerable increase of duty under the 
late Act ? — Yes. 

741. Can you mention what portion of your time is occupied in attending 
these different sessions ? — Our sessions this year will commence the 1st of June^ 
and our assizes will be in the middle of July, and I shall not be at home more 
than three or four days until the 8th July, except two or three days at the county 
sessions held at Lifford on the 1 8th June. 

742. Then you are out five or six weeks before every assizes? — Yes. 

743. There is great competition among the people putting in tenders ? — Where- 
ever there is a large town in a barony there is competition, but where there is not 
there is very little. 

744. Chairman.] Has there been a great increase of compulsory assessment 
since 1816 ?— Very great. 

745. You say you have a certain fee on presentments under 5/.r — I mentioned 
to the grand jury last assizes I agreed to take Is. 6 c/. when the sum did not exceed 
5/., and 2s. when it did exceed it. 

746. Are 
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6. Are you aware there is a power to give the execution of the work, if the 
cost of it does not exceed 51., to the person applying for it? — Yes; but the cess 
pavers and magistrates in Donegal have never done that. 

747. Mr. French.^ There is a power, and if that power is exercised there would 
be no necessity for a fee such as you state ? — In Donegal the cess payers and 
magistrates have put up every assessment to competition. The only difference in 
the fee would be that on the proposal to execute, as there must be a recognizance 
in all cases. 

748. What duties have you to perform at the period of the year in which you 
are not engaged in attendance on the sessions or in attendance on the grand jury ? 
— I have a great many forms and lists to make out, to prepare for the clerk; 
to enter all the presentments in a book, to show what are accounted for at 
the sessions, and the day I have received the notice of the intention to account 
for them. 

749. What portion of your time should you say was occupied by those duties? 
— I keep the office open every day in the court-house ; but if it were to be con- 
fined' to no other duties than my own as secretary, I could do them all in a month 
after each assizes. 

750. Captain Jones.^ Are you bound to keep the office open every day ? — No ; 
I occupy the office of the clerk of the Crown, who is not resident at the place, 
and I keep it open generally every day from II to 3 for him. 

751. But as secretary for the grand jury, are you not bound to keep the office 
open ? — No, but we have constant communications with cess payers and others, 
and it is necessary to be there every day. 

752. Mr. French.] What do you conceive the net receipts of your office to 
be? — I should suppose somewhere about 400/. a year, clear of expenses. 

753. Chairman.] Are you aware of the provisions of the 4 Geo. 4, c. 33, and 
the 4 Geo. 4. c. 43, in which fixed salaries are given to the treasurer and clerks 
of the Crown and peace ?• — Yes, I have had frequent reference to them. 

754. Will you state shortly what are the salaries and securities under those 
Acts ? — 



C 0 U N T 1 3?, S. 


First 


Second 


Third 


Fourth 


County 


City 


Waterford, 

Limerick, 


Drogheda 




Class. 


Class. 


Class. 


CI..., 


Corh. 


Cork. 


Kilkeimj, 






£. 


£.. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Clerks of Crown 


400 


350 


250 


•200 


500 


200 


80 


50 


Clerks of Peace - 


400 


350 


325 


300 


600 


250 


100 


45 


Secretaries to Grand 
Juries. 


QQO 


200 


150 


130 


350 


120 


40 


30 


Judges’ Crier 


>5 


12 


10 


10 


20 


10 


5 




Criers at Sessions 


20 


15 


12 


10 


30 , 


20 


10 


6 


Sheriffs - 


100 


80 


60 


50 


120 


100 


25 


10 


Com t House Keepers • 


15 


J5 


10 


10 


20 


20 


10 


10 


Medical Officers of Pri- 


80 


80 


70 


70 


80 


70 




40 


sons. 














Treasurers 


400 


350 


250 


200 


600 


200 


100 


80 


Ditto Security - 


8,000 


7,000 


5,000 


4,000 


20,000 


4,oOo 


3,000 


1,000 



^ First ^Class comprehends Tipperary, Down, Mayo, Galway, Antrim, Tyrone, Donegal, Derry, 

^cond Class comprehends Clare, Roscommon, Kerry, Armagh, Cavan Monaghan, Meath. 

Third Class comprehends Wexford, Kilkenny, Sligo, King’s County, Fermanaffh Westmeath 
Queen’s County. ’ 

Fourth Class comprehends Waterford, Wicklow, Louth, Longford, Leitrim, Kildare, Carlow. 



755. Have you ever acted as deputy to the clerk of the Crown? — So far as 
receiving informations, letters, &c. forwarded to him to Lifford, and transmitting 
them to him to Dublin, and assisting him in other ways when I have leisure. 

756. How long have you been acting as deputy to the clerk of the Crown ?— 
bince the appointment of Mr. Corcoran, as well as in Mr. Johnston’s time, from 
1816 to 1831, when he died. 

H 2 757. Mr. 
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757. Mr. Johnston was clerk of the Crown for the circuit, I believe ? — He was, 
except for the county of Longford. 

758. Of course he was not resident? — He resided at Enniskillen. 

759. Is Mr. Corcoran, the present clerk of the Crown, resident in Donegal? — 
He is not. 

760. Do you keep his office for him there Yes, I occupy his office from one 
assizes to the other, there not being any other office in the court-house that I could 
have. 

761. I understood you to say you took care of his papers for him — of the 
examinations and so on, and transmitted them to him r — Yes, as far as is thought 
necessary. 

762. Then you are the responsible person in that office to take care of it?— Yes. 

763. What payment do you receive from the clerk of the Crown for that? — 
Twenty pounds a year. 

764. Do you know what the salary of the clerk of the Crown came to in the 
years 1822 and 1823? — I know the exact salary allowed by the Act of Parlia- 
ment, and it appears by the return that he received in the year 1832, for his salary 
and fees, 501 /. 19.?. lOaf., and in 1833, 540/. 8^. 2</. 

765. Have you ever acted as a deputy to the clerk of the peace ? — The former 
grand jury secretary was clerk of the peace also, and I acted for him from I8I6 
to 1829, when he died. 

766. Did you find any difficulty during that time in performing the duties of 
secretary to the grand jury, deputy to the clerk of the Crown, and deputy to the 
clerk of the peace between assizes and assizes ? — Not the least at that time, but the 
business is since altered, and the duties of secretary to the grand jury and clerk of 
the peace, would now interfere with each other, if they were performed by the same 
person, for at the time I am attending a road sessions, the clerk of the peace is 
attending his general quarter sessions ; formerly this was not the case. 

767. Does the clerk of the peace reside within the county of Donegal? — He 
does. 

768. Does he reside at the county town? — About thirteen miles from the county 
town. 

769. Does he keep an office in the county town? — He does. 

770. Have you ever heard what he paid the person he keeps at that office? — 
I have heard he paid 10/. a year. 

771. What is the salary and fees of the clerk of the peace for the year 1831, as 
appearing by that Parliamentary return ? — It appears to be 546/.; for the year 
1832, 532/.; and for the year 1833, 503/. 

772. Do you conceive, from your knowledge of the office, that it would be 
advantageous to the public, to unite the two offices of clerk of the Crown and 
clerk of the peace ? — I think it would. 

773. You w'ould contemplate of course that the person who held the office 
should be resident ? — It would be quite necessary, I think. 

774. What advantage do you conceive would he derived from uniting the two 
offices in the same person ? — It would lessen the expense in the first place to the 
county, and would prevent confusion which often arises from the clerks of petty 
sessions forwarding information to the clerk of the Crown, and the recognizances 
to the clerk of the peace, and those persons residing at a distance occasions a 
loss of time, and the ends of justice are sometimes defeated by those mistakes, 
which I think could not occur if the offices were united. 

775. Is there not very often a loss of documents between the offices of clerk of 
the Crown and clerk of the peace? — Indeed, I believe there is. 

776. Examinations and other things not to be found r — Yes. 

777. Is not that likely to occur more frequently, now it is in the power of 
magistrates to send trifling larcenies to the sessions? — Yes; I think very often 
when the magistrates send trifling larcenies to the assizes, other magistrates taking 
bail may not be aware of it, and may return the recognizance to the sessions. 

778. Mr. French^ The salary of clerk of the Crown, like the salary of the 
office you fill, is paid according to the size of the county? — Tt is. 

779. What is the amount of salary paid by the county of Donegal? — Four 
hundred pounds Irish, and the same sum to the clerk of the peace. 

780 What is the amount of fees? — From 100/. to 150/. 1 do not know the 
exact amount of his fees ; he received the greater part of them from the Crown 
solicitor. 

781. Are 
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781. Are not the persons filling- the office of clerk of the Crown generally 
professional men resident in Dublin ? — Generally they are, but in Tyrone, for 
instance, the clerk of the peace, Mr. Wilson, is not a professional man. 

782. By whom is that officer appointed ? — By the Crown. 

783. Residence is not necessary by the Act of Parliament?— I believe not. 

784. What advantage do you think would be derived from that officer being 
resident? — I think if there be any information required it would be much easier 
had than at present. I send forward the informations to the clerk of the Crown 
in Dublin, and the person keeping the office of clerk of the peace forwards those 
intended for that officer to him ; if information be required, there is a loss of time 
in writing to Dublin or Letterkenny to obtain it. 

785. Any information required it would not be necessary to have immediately, 
but it would be in anticipation of the assizes coming on? — It might be necessary 
to have information immediately. 

786. In what case would it be necessary to have it immediately ?— Magistrates 
in the case of unexecuted warrants might not be aware whether the bills were 
ignored or found by the grand jury, and whether it might be safe for them to- 
act upon warrants without information, which information, as regards the assizes, 
they could only get from the clerk of the Crown in Dublin, and, as regards 
sessions, from the clerk of the peace at Letterkenny. 

787. Are you aware of any inconvenience that has resulted from the residence 
of the clerk of the Crown in Dublin, or from his non-residence in the assize 
town ?— I have known returns called for, and sent to me, and I have been obliged 
to forward them to Mr. Corcoran in Dublin before they could be obtained. 

7S8. The salary of the clerk of the peace is the same as that of the clerk of 
the Crown ? — Yes, and the fees in most cases are the same. The clerks of the 
peace have more fees in different things than the clerk of the Crown, but as far 
as the criminal business is concerned they are nearly equal. 

789. You have given your reasons for stating you think there would be an ad- 
vantage in uniting the offices, and you said you thought it would diminish the ex- 
pense what amount of salary would you propose for a person holding both 
offices? — I can hardly say. 

790. I want to know whether you consider the 400?. now paid to the clerk of 
the Crown would be sufficient for a person holding both the offices, taking into ac- 
count the fees received by each ?— I should think it would. 

791. That would make it an office of between 600/. and 700/. a year? — It 
would, at the least. 

792. By whom are the clerks of the peace appointed ? — Tiie custos rotu- 
lorum. 

793* They are the deputies of the custos rotulorum? — They are. 

794. Chairman.^ Having been so long secretary to the grand jury, you are aware 
of the duties of the treasurer’s office — will you just state shortly the duties of the 
treasurer of the county ?^ — The treasurer keeps an office open at Lifford, about four 
or five days before each assizes; he attends there during the assizes, and pays all 
sums discharged by the court. It generally takes him a week after each assize 
before he leaves the town. 

795. What other duties has he > — He applets the sums ordered to be levied, 
and issues warrants to the barony collectors, who pay in the money to the bank- 
when they collect it to his credit. 

796. You are aware the treasurer gives security? — Yes, I am. I was deputy 

clerk of the peace at the time his security was approved of by the then attorney 
general, and was passed at the sessions before the assistant barrister and maeis*- 
trates. ® 

797- What is the amount of his security ? — It appears to be 4000 /. 

798. What is the usual amount of levy in the county of Donegal r — It varies 
from 12,000/. to 18,000/. each assizes. 

799- What is the amount of salary paid to the treasurer r — Four hundred pounds 
a year Irish. He had 30 /. a year for attending at road sessions held in the month 
of October, but they have been done away with. 

800. Would it be a great convenience to the county of Donegal to have an 
accounting sessions before the winter ? — Very great. 

801. Do you know what was the sum usually discharged at the October ses- 
sions formerly r — It varied very much; if the previous summer was wet, overseers 
had not time before the summer assizes to complete works in sufficient time to- 

®'7i* H 3 entitle 
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entitle them to payment : at some October sessions tbe amount has been very large, 

1 have known it 10,000/. 

802. Mr. French.'] Is it not generally the custom with contractors to execute 
the presentments granted at spring assizes after the summer assizes? — -They are 
obliged to do so, for the sessions come on so soon after the spring assizes, it is 
impossible for them to have the work done in time. 

803. So that there is no power for them to have their money until the spring 
assizes following? — None. 

804. Chairman.] There is a salary also I believe paid to the sub-sheriff? — 
There is 50 1 . Irish paid half-yearly. 

805. That also varies according to the size of the county? — Yes, it does. 

806. I believe you have executed the office of sub-sheriff? — Yes, I have. 

807. Did you find that interfere with your duties as secretary to the grand jury ? 

- Not much then, but it would interfere now. 

808. Had you any application last assizes for a salary for the inspector of 
weights ? — e had, and the grand jury refused the application on the ground that 
the new Act had been so short a time in operation, that they could not ascertain 
what would be reasonable to give him, and they put it off till the summer assizes. 

809. That office, when it was originally created, was intended to be paid by 
fees? — Yes, I believe that Act expired in, January last. 

810. What is the salary paid to the county surveyor ? — Three hundred pounds 
a year, and 50 /. a year for an office. 

81 1. From the extent of the county, is it possible that he could do theduty re- 
quired of him ? — Quite impossible; I believe our county in one direction is 78 Irish 
miles long, and going to other parts the roads are so intersected by arms of tbe sea 
coming up that he has nearly to return to the same point before setting out for 
another. 

812. Has there been any alteration lately made as to the mode of taking the 
accounts and accounting affidavits ? — The cess payers and magistrates have ad- 
journed the taking of accounts from the day of holding special sessions to the day 
of adjournment, to give him more- time to grant his certificates. 

813. Even with that is he able to go round ? — He is not. 

814. He is obliged to attend the sessions? — Yes, he is obliged to attend all 
the sessions. He is not obliged to attend the adjournments ; he attends all the first 
sessions. 

815. If the accounts are not taken at the first sessions, will he not be obliged to 
attend the adjourned sessions ? — Yes, in consequence of that he will be now obliged 
to attend the adjourned sessions. 

816. He must prepare plans for the proposed works ? — Tes. 

817. And he is to view the works and give certificates? — He is, of the due 
execution. 

81 8. He is not obliged to attend the adjourned sessions ? — He has not been here- 
tofore ; but they have taken upon them to postpone the receiving the accounts from 
the original sessions until the adjourned sessions, that is three weeks. The first 
sessions will be held on tbe 1st of June ; the adjourned sessions on the 22d of 
June. 

819. The second sessions is for the receipt of the tender ? — Yes, and they take 
the accounts on that day for the purpose of giving the surveyor more time to get 
through the work. 

820. With reference to the county hospital, are there any presentments of 
salaries for it? — There is a presentment for a surgeon, who receives 100/. a year 
Irish for attending to the gaol and county hospital. 

821. What is the amount in general presented in Donegal for the county hos- 
pital ? — Six hundred pounds a year, Irish. 

822. Do you hold any situation in the gaol ?— Yes, under the board of super- 
intendence, procuring the provisions. 1 v 

823. Under the board of superintendence you manage the supply : — Yes, we find 
it impossible to gel people to contract there to supply every thing. 

824. As you manage the supply in that way, what other offices are there m the 

gaols? There is a local inspector, three chaplains, one of each denomination, a 

person who compounds medicines, a governor, six turnkeys, a matron, the nurse- 
tender, the schoolmaster and messenger, the keeper of the lunatic ward, where 
they keep epileptic lunatics and idiots whom they will not receive at the district 
asylum, and a keeper of the waterworks. 

825* Arc 
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825. Are you obliged to have detached from the gaol a ward for lunatics ? 

Yes ; they will not receive them at the district asylum because they are epileptic 
or are idiots. Our accommodation for them at Lifford is very bad. 

826. It is separate from the gaol, I believe ? — It is what was formerly the gaol, 
and is under the court-house. 

827. How are the officers in the gaol paid? — By a presentment made half- 
yearly. 

828. Are their salaries compulsory on the grand jury to present ? — ^They are 
not. The salary to the chaplains is — they get the minimum of salary under 
7 Geo. 4, c. 74. 

829. They give the chaplains the minimum of salary ? — They do. 

830. What is that? — Thirty pounds a year to each. The other salaries are 
laid before the cess payers and approved by them. 

831. How often do the board of superintendence meet ? — The first Monday in 
every month, to audit the accounts, and upon any special occasion when required. 

832. They order payment ? — Yes, they audit accounts and order payment. 

833- They do the general business? — Yes, they have the whole superin- 
tendence. 

834. The presentments which are made half-yearly are made to them in advance, 
and the money paid into the provincial bank ? — Yes, for the support of the gaol, 
but not for all the salaries. 

835. Do the board of superintendence receive the money for the salaries ? — It 
is received on their order by the local inspector, and he produces to the board the 
receipt of each person. 

83d. What is the salary of the local inspector? — The local inspector has 80?. 
a year. The same person is chaplain of the Established Church, for M'hich he 
receives 30?. a year. 

837. Heis there ever been a board of superintendence of the other county 
charities ? — There has, and there is at present. 

838. Have they any power of enforcing any order or returns called for? — I do 
not know what powers are placed in them by the Act under which they are 
appointed ; they attend the first Monday in every month at the county infirmary. 

839. Have they as yet extended their superintendence any further than visiting 
the county infirmary ? — No further as yet. 

840. Who appoints these boards? — The g;rand jury. 

841. Did they ever call for any returns from the dispensaries? — I recollect 
their calling for returns ; some of the dispensaries furnished them, and some 
did not. 

842. They had no means of enforcing them from all ? — ’Not that I am 
aware of. 

843. Is there a large sum raised in general for dispensaries in the county of 
Donegal? — Very large. 

844. What is the general amount for dispensaries?— Almost all dispensaries 
in Donegal were presented for at the last assizes. 

845. What was the amount presented at the spring assizes, 1835 ?~Seven 
hundred and eighty pounds ; the grand jury have a scale by which they confine 
the amount of county grant; 60?. is the highest sum they grant, no matter what 
the subscriptions amount to. 

846. They make a scale in which 60/. is the maximum ? — Yes. 

847. With respect to compulsory presentments generally, have they increased 
very much of late ? — Very much. 

848. Mr. French.'] You mentioned you were employed under the board of 
superintendence in the gaol? — Yes. 

849. What salary do you receive for that? — Forty pounds a year. 

850. That I suppose is paid out of the fund given to the grand jury by the 
board of superintendence ? — No, it is presented as a salary. 

851. It is an office distinguished in this account by the name of the Provider? 
— Yes. 

852. Does that require your constant superintendence in the gaol ? — Sometimes 
on two or three days in the week. 

853' During that time you are receiving provisions ? — I purchase them ; another 
person sees them delivered in, and gives a receipt for them. 

854. Then what is your particular duty? — To purchase provisions and any 
other articles required. 

0.71. H 4 4- 855. Chairman.] 
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855* Chairman.'] At one time I believe the state of the barony of Raphoe 
required the Peace Preservation Act should be put in force there ? — Yes. 

856. Do you remember that the grand jury refused to present a sum applied 
for by the Government for that force ? — In the year 1822 , Major Webb was 
chief magistrate, and he and his clerk fell out ; the clerk would not make the 
affidavit required by the Act, and the grand jury refused to present the money 
required. 

857. Do you know what was the amount of that sum of money at first? — I do 
not recollect the exact amount at first. I think in the barony of Raphoe it was 
about 2 , 500 /. 

858. Has any demand been made for that lately ? — At the* last assizes the 
counsel for the Crown made an application to the court to prevent any presentment 
being fiated until the grand jury had presented the amount required for that purpose. 

859* What was the amount demanded ? — One thousand five hundred and eight 
pounds fourteen shillings. 

860. Then, owing to the refusal of the account before, there was a difference of 
500 /. in the demand? — I should think more; Commissary-General Haines was 
commanded by the Lord Lieutenant to settle it ; and he struck off 700 /. or 800 /. 

861. Was that off the whole account or off the barony of Raphoe alone ?— Off 
the barony of Raphoe alone. 

862. With reference to the demands for the constabulary, are any accounts at 
present submitted ? — None ; there is merely a formal order requiring the levy of 
certain sums. 

863. Are any accounts submitted to the grand jury from the district lunatic 
asylum ? — None, merely an order from the Privy Council to levy the amount off 
the county. 

864. Neither the grand jury nor the cess payers have the slightest control 
over the expenditure of the fund, I believe? — Not the least. 

865. Mr. French.] You stated there was a place near the gaol reserved for 
lunatic epileptic patients ? — Yes. 

866. That is provided by the county, under the impression that they cannot 
send lunatic epileptic patients to the district asylum ? — It was the place to which 
they sent lunatic or idiot patients before the district asylum was founded ; and 
when it was opened, they would not take them in at the asylum. 

867. Have they ever refused lunatic epileptic patients ? — Y'es. 

868. Chairman^ Have any repairs of the post roads been ordered by the Board 
of Works ? — Yes, by the Commissioners of Public Works. 

869. Do you know whether there was any communication to the magistrates 

with reference to these repairs? — No communication except with the county 
surveyor. ^ 

870. Was that complained of in the county ? — Very much. 

871. The execution of the work is vested in the county surveyor ?— It is. 

872. The complaint of the magistrates was, that there had been no local appli- 
cation ?—Yes, no local application to the road sessions, which were going on at 
the time some of the orders were issued. 

873 Have you received any order to levy money in Donegal for the expense of 
the valuation ? — Yes. ' ^ 



874. Mr, French.] Arc there any Government roads in Doneml ?— Yes, but 
they are made by the Board of Works. 

875. Chairman:] Is there any road in Donegal for which any portion of the 
money is advanced by the Commissioners of Public Works?— There are two at 
present. 

876. Are these under the superintendence of the county surveyor or is a 

separate surveyor employed ?— The Board of Works sent down a surveyor of their 
own m the first instance, but since that they have called upon the county surveyor 
to look over the lines and report upon them. I have seen letters to the county 
surveyor to that effect. ^ 

S77. Has the county surveyor any power of appointing a deputy?— He has not, 
except m case of sickness. " 

878 Are there any orders from the Inspectors General of Prisons, for provisions 
tor bridewells, compulsory upon the counties ? — There are 

879. Could not these orders be executed at least equally well through the board 
of snpermtendenee?-! should thmk much better, for these are first sent to Dublin 
to the Inspectors General of Prisons ; they are certified by them ; are sent back to 

the 
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the local inspector of the bridewell, or to the keeper, who goes to the collector of 
excise for the district, who pays the amount, and lays the keeper’s receipt before 
the grand jury at the assizes following, who are obliged to present it. 

880. Would it not be easy to supply that through the means of a board of 
superintendence and the local magistrates ? — It would. 

88 j. Would not that give a control over those accounts ? — It would. 

882. What control is there over them at present ? — None that I know oi; 
except the Inspectors General of Prisons in Dublin; I never saw any reduction 
made in tiie account by them. 

883. What payment is the county obliged to make to the Inspectors General of 
Prisons ?~Twenty pounds a year, 

884. Mr. French.} You stated the presentmeut for sums of money are levied 
upon the certificate or order by the collector of excise for furniture for bridewell ; 
are you not aware that sums of money are also levied for provisions for those 
bridewells ? — Those I mentioned are for provisions, not for furniture. 

885. If the rate per diem for each person should appear to the grand jury to be 
too high, have they the power of reducing it ? — Not that I know of. 

886. Have you ever heard the amount of money so claimed considered exces- 
sive? — Yes, 1 did hear that; for the rest of the prisoners in the county gaol the 
demand was less. 

887. Are you aware that the Inspectors, besides the sums of money paid by the 
different counties, have a salary of 600/. a year each? — I am aware they have 
a salary, but I do not know the amount of it. 

888. Chairman.] Will you furnish the Committee with a list of the present- 
ments compulsory upon grand juries? — The following are the sums presented in 
the county of Donegal at the summer assizes, 1835, and lent assizes, 1836 : — 



Clerk of the Crown « . - . 

Clerk of the Peace - . _ , 

Secretary of Grand Jury - . . 

Under Sheriff . 

Gaol Surgeon - . . . _ 

County Hospital Surgeon - . . 

Judges’ Crier - 

Assistant Barrister's Crier - - . 

Keeper of Court House - 
County Treasurer - 
Interpreter 

County Surveyor - - - - . 

County Surveyor’s Office - - _ 

Gaol Inspector - 

Gaol Chaplains (three) - - . - 

Gaol Salaries - - - . - 

Constabulary - 

Support of Lunatics - - . - 

Erecting Lunatic Asylums - . _ 

Boards of Health - - - . . 

Support of Prisoner* - . . _ 

County Hospital - 

Militia Staff 
Dispensaries - 

Petty Sessions Rooms - - . . 

Coninaissioners of Valuation - - - 

i raosiiiitting Prisoners - - - - 

Stipendiary Magistrate (off Barony) 

To repay the sums paid for Prisoners in\ 
Bridewells • - - _ . f 

Coroner - 

Printing and Advertising - , - 

Sums paid to Prosecutors, Surgeons, and) 
Lawyers at Assizes . . . f 

Collection of County Money (about) 

Per Inspectors'-General Report of Prisoners 

Half-yearly Instalment on Gaol 

Board of Works, Repair of Post Roads - 

0.77. 



Summer, 1835. 


Lent, 1836. 


Compulsory. 


Required. 


Compobory. 


Required. 


£. *. d . 
184 12 3^ 
J84 IS 3j 
101 10 9 
4^ 3 1 
36 18 5i 


£. ». d . 


£. s . d . 
184 12 3j 
184 18 3J 
loi 10 9 
46 3 1 
36 iS 54 


£. s. d . 


6 18 
9 4 7J 
R 18 
184 12 
4 12 34 


20 - - 


6 18 54 
9 4 74 
6 18 54 
184 12 3i 
4 12 3| 


20 - - 


25 - - 


150 - - 


25 - - 


150 - - 


45 - - 


40 - - 


45 - - 


40 - - 


1.515 5 74 
353 I 6 
646 16 i> 
420 - - 


310 2 - 


1.579 1 14 
590 16 

•250 - - 


210 2 - 


31 10 9 


300 - - 

153 16 11 


63 1 9 


600 - - 




300 - - 


- 


800 - - 


692 16 24 

31 3 8 

134 10 5 
20 19 5 


36 - - 


15 3 6 
840 ig 2 
11 6 4I 


24 10 - 


128 g 1 
148 7 10 

525 - - 

20 - - 


3 3 - 


129 13 10 

112 4 6 
486 - - 


13 13 - 


- - - 


166 3 1 


998 19 8 


166 3 1 



889. Is 
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889. Is there not a sum required for providing a store for the militia staff? 
—Yes. 

890. How is that ordered? — By the certificate of the Secretary of the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

891. What means has the Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant of ascertaining 
the sum whicli ought to be allotted for the militia staff in each separate county ? — 

I cannot say, unless it is furnished to him by the adjutant ; he is the only ofhcer. 

892. Do you not think that could be safely trusted to the grand jury or the 
magistrates ? — I think it could be done for much more reasonable terms. 

893. Are there any other compulsory presentments ? — With respect to the sums 
paid to prosecutors at the assizes by order of the clerk of the Crown, they complain 
very much of the circumstance of the officers of the revenue police getting large 
sums. 

894. Have you a list of the sums that were paid at any particular time? — I 
have a list of those paid at the summer assizes, 1835 . 

895. How are the sums divided ? — There are three classes of payments ; to 
witnesses, surgeons and barristers. 

896. How much do the payments to witnesses amount to? — One hundred and 
seventeen pounds four shillings and four pence. 

897. What did the order for surgeons and coroners amount to ? — The orders 
for surgeons, I think, were seven guineas, and to barristers for prosecuting, ten 
guineas. 

898. What is the amount paid for coroners’ orders ? — There does not appear to 
be any thing paid for coroners’ orders in the last account, except two guineas. 

899. Mr. French.'] Are you aware of the power vested in the judges of having 
a compulsory assessment to the amount of 51. for a deserted child, provided the 
vestry has refused to levy it on the parish? — In Donegal the judges only order 
one sum of 51. Irish for each child ; they have refused in some parishes levying 
any parish cess whatever. 

900. But a judge has the power of putting it on as a compulsory assessment ? — 
Yes, once for each child. 

901. Chairman.] Among the sums included for witnesses, are there any sums 
which you know yourself have been paid to the revenue police ? — Yes, one sum 
of 3 /. 10 ^. Qd. 

902. Do you remember the particular case in which auy sum was paid ? — It 
was the ease of a violent resistance to the police in the execution of their duty. 

903. Is there any sum paid to them for their attendance to prosecute in revenue 
cases? — None, except in cases of violent assaults and resistance. 

904. How many coroners are there in the county of Donegal ? — Only one. 

905. How does it happen that in so large a county there are not more? — No 
person qualified to take the appointment would accept of it. 

906. Under what Act of Parliament is the qualification required?— -The 
3 Geo. 4 , c. 115 . 

907. State the qualification required by that Act? — An estate of inheritance 
of the annual value of 200/., or an estate of freehold for his own life, or the 
life or lives of some other person or persons, either at law or in equity, to and for 
his own use and benefit, of or in lands, &c. lyin" and being within the county for 
which such person shall be elected coroner, of the annual value of 400 /. 

908. What amount of payment is made to each coroner? — He is generally paid 
a guinea for each inquest in the county of Donegal. 

909. Without reference to the distance? — Yesj he has often a great distance 
to go. 

910. Are his expenses paid ? — No ; the magistrates and grand juries prefer that 
the inquests should be held before magistrates. 

91 1 . Do you find a difficulty in getting persons to act as coroners now ? — Yes, 
it is impossible ; no person who is qualified will accept of the office. 

912. To what do you attribute that? — The amount of qualification required. 

913. Has the amount of remuneration any thing to do with that? — I think it is 
very trifling. 

914- Do you think it is sufficient to induce any qualified person to accept the 
office? — It is not. 

915. Where does the coroner of Donegal live r — Within five miles of the town 
of Ballyshannon, 

916. How far have you known him taken to hold an inquest? — Fifty miles. 

917. How much did be receive for that? — A guinea. 

918. Mr. 
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918. Mr. M. O'FerraU.I Is any inconvenience found from the want of coroners 
in your^eounty ? — I think not. 

919. Are you aware the coroner has a jurisdiction besides that of holding 
inquests? — He has never been called upon to my knowledge to exercise any 
power in Donegal but for holding inquests. 

920. Have you known any writs executed by the coroner? — Not latterly; 
I have known it many years ago. 

921. Has any inconvenience been felt from the coroner not being able to exe- 
cute tliose writs ? — I think not. 

922. Mr. French-I I suppose inquests have been generally held before magis- 
trates in the county of Donegal? — Yes. 

923. Mr. M. O'Ferrall.'] Have you known of persons being buried without any 
inquest, from the impossibility of getting two magistrates to hold it, and ulti- 
mately no inquest has been held at all? — No, I have not. 

924. Are you aware of any fine being imposed on parties for burying persons 
without inquest? — I am not. 

925. Are you aware there is an Act under which that can be done? — I am not. 

926. Is there a desire in the county ofDonegal to keep up the office of coroner? — 
I do not think there is ; I do not believe they think it material. The persons who 
have been coroners in Donegal heretofore have not been found very efficient, and 
I think the magistrates do not consider it material to have one. 

927. Are you aware what the opinion of the magistrates of the county is on 
the subject? — I know some of the magistrates have thought it a great hardship to 
have to attend inquests. 

028. Have you got a stipendiary magistrate in Donegal? — We have. 

929. Is it usual to send him to hold inquests? — He is confined to one district, 
the barony of Innishowen. 

930. Under the Peace Preservation Act? — Y'es; Captain Roberts is the sti- 
pendiary magistrate, and there is one of the chief constables of police a magistrate 
of the county also. 

931. Where are the stores of the militia staff kept in the county of Donegal? — 
In the town of Ballyshannon. 

932. What rent is paid for the house in which they are kept? — Thirty-one 
pounds ten shillings a year. 

933. Ls there any old building belonging to the county which would afford 
accommodation for the militia stores? — I do not think there is. 

934. Would there be room for them in the gaol? — There would not. 

935- Qhairman 7 \ Did the grand jury ever memorialize the Lord Lieutenant with 
regard to the expense of the prisoners sent in by the Board of Excise ? — The 
foreman at the last assizes wrote to the Government about it, and after the assizes 
were over I was directed by Mr. Under-secretary Drummond to furnish an 
account of the demand, and I have a copy of it here. 

936. For what length of time docs that extend? — It commenced in January, 
1828, and has been brought up to the 8th of April last. 

937. Did the Board of Excise ever pay for their prisoners ? — They did. 

938. How long is it since they discontinued paying? — They have not paid for 
any for the last two years, and they only paid for some at that time. 

939. Mr. M. O’Ferrall.^ Has there been any memorial to the Treasury upon 
that subject? — The memorial sent to the Lord Lieutenant was forwarded to the 
Treasury, I believe. 

940. W'liat was the answer of the Treasury? — They had not sent any answer 
when I left home. 

941. Are you aware what is the practice in England with respect to the Board 
of Excise paying for their prisoners ? — I am not. 

942. What is the amount of the demand ? — Two thousand and sixty-six pounds 
eleven shillings and ten-pence halfpenny. 

943. What proportion of prisoners in Donegal arc sent in under the excise 
laws? — When I left home we had 106 prisoners in the gaol, and 56 of them were 
excise prisoners. I was told a great many of them are old, infirm persons, and 
several females who are unable to work in the gaol for their support, or to contri- 
bute in any way to it. It is a very common thing for females to make illicit 
malt, and they are sent to gaol for that. We have had a man and his wife sent in 
for the same offence ; but in this case, on a representation to the Lord Lieutenant, 
the woman was discharged immediately. 

0-7 <• 12 944. Are 
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Mr. W.M. Spence. 944. Are the excise prisoners mixed with felons? — No; the excise prisoner 
and the misdemeanors from sessions are confined together. 

17 May 1836. ^45. With reference to the conveyance of convicts from the gaol to the port of 

embarkation, is that paid at present by the counties? — It is. 

946. Mr. M. O'Ferrall.} How long are prisoners generally detained in your 
gaol before they are conveyed for transportation or to the hulks? — Very often 
eight or ten months. 

047. Is that at the charge of the county after their conviction ? — It is, except 
their clothing when they are taken away, which is paid for by the Government. 

948. Is that complained of by the rate payers and magistrates? — It is. 

949. Has any representation been made upon that subject to the Government ? 
— I think there has, but I am not positive. 

950. Are you aware at what period ? — I think about three years ago. 

gf,i. Do you know what answer it received ? — I do not. 

Leonard Dobbin, jun., Esq., called in; and Examined, 
i. DoWin, jun. qk2. Chairman^ I believe you are clerk of the Crown for the county of 
Armagh I am. 

953. And also clerk of the peace? — I am. 

9.54. How long have you held those two situations ? — I think I was appointed 
clerk of the Crown in December, 1833. I have been clerk of the peace about or 
nearly two years. 

955* By whom is the clerk of the Crown appointed? — By the Crown — by 
patent. 

956. Bv whom is the clerk of the peace appointed? — By the custos rotulorum. 

957. What is the salary at present attached to each office? — Three hundred and 
twenty three pounds one shilling and sixpence halfpenny sterling, to each officer 
in our county. 

958. Has any inconvenience arisen as far as you know from the union of the 
two offices ? — I have found no inconvenience in transacting the duties of the two 
offices. I have found no clashing of interests in any way which would be incom- 
patible with my holding the two. 

959. Do the duties of clerk of the Crown at the assizes and clerk of the peace 
at the quarter sessions entirely correspond ? — So far as the criminal department is 
concerned, they correspond very much ; the fiscal department is different. 

960. The same qualification, therefore, as far as the criminal business is con- 
cerned, is required for each ? — Yes, and I should rather say, the clerk of the Crown 
and the clerk of the peace being the same individual, is beueficial, inasmuch as 
the criminal business is directed at the assizes, under the highest authority, that of 
a judge of the land, and the officer necessarily brings that experience and know- 
ledge which he receives at the assizes to the sessions, both in preparing the 
indictments, and in transacting the criminal business. 

961. Are magi.strates in the habit of sending cases of assault sometimes to the 
assizes, which on investigation are ordered to the sessions? — It heis occurred on 
some occasions that the judges have directed them, and the Crown lawyers have 
in others applied, and had them sent to the sessions. On the last assizes there 
was a number so sent. 

962. Are there not great advantages in the safe custody of the documents in 
rebinding the prosecutors and witnesses, where it is necessary to transfer the cases 
from the sessions to the assizes in the two offices being united? — I cannot say 
there is. I do not consider there is. We are obliged to keep the records of each 
distinct and separate. They are not filed together. 

963. Mr. M. O’FerralL'l Is it found to be a convenience to have the clerk of the 
Crown resident in the country ? — I should think it must be a considerable conve- 
nience to the magistrates sending in examinations. 

964. Chairma?!.'] You are not yourself always resident? — I have a house at 
Armagh ; I am not always tliere, hut I liave a deputy resident there, and a deputy 
clerk of the peace resident there, who is an efficient person. 

965. Do you find it necessary to keep a deputy clerk of the Crown, and a 
deputy clerk of the peace? — Yes, I have thought it right to do so. 

966. Mr. M. O'Ferrall.'] Have you any other business to attend to? — Yes, I 
am in practice as a solicitor. 

967. Chairman?^ Is there a general feeling in the county of Armagh with 
reference to the increase of the compulsory presentments there? — Grand juries 

complain 
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complain of it very much, and they appear anxious to satisfy the public that a 
large portion of the levy presented is compulsory upon them — the public complain 
gometimes of the cesses. 

968. Have they lately presented a petition to that effect? — There was a 
petition forwarded at the time of the last assizes, directing the attention of 
Parliament to the fact that the presentments were bearing too hardly upon the 
landed interests, with reference to other interests. 

969. Were any compulsory presentments levied at the summer assizes of 1835 
for deserted children ? — There were ; under the 13th & 14th Geo. 3, c. 24, s. 3, 
the judge has the power, on examination of the clergyman of the parish, and upon 
ascertaining from him that a presentment was refused or omitted to be made by 
the parish for deserted children, of his own authority to put upon the levy warrant 
a sum for each child, not exceeding 51. of late currency ; and I hold in my hand 
the levy warrant as presented for that assizes, by which it appears that twelve 
parishes u’cre assessed, and in the parish of Armagh alone, the levy was 
198/. I9s. 3d. for forty-three deserted children. The others varied according to 
the number of children. 

970. Was that for 43 separate children? — Yes. 

971. Under 12 months old r — Yes. The clergyman had a number more upon 
his list ; but upon the judge apprizing him that he could not present for any child 
that was above 12 months old, or for whom a previous presentment had been made 
by any other judge, he was obliged to reduce them nearly one-half. I think there 
were 76 children altogether. 

972. Are the deputy clerks of the peace and the deputy clerks of the Crown 
exclusively confined to the duties of those offices, or do they perform other duties 
for you ? — They perform no other duty for me. The deputy clerk of the peace is 
entirely occupied by that duty. 

973. Captain Jofies.] Have youthe power of appointing your own deputy ? — Yes. 

974. And you pay him of course? — I do; I pay him very largely. 

975. Chairman.^ What do you pay him ? — I consider that the remuneration for 
the deputy clerk of the peace, in fees and otherwise, is about 300/. a year. I 
only pay my deputy clerk of the Crown 30/. a year, as his duty is confined to 
receiving informations and keeping the office open according to Act of Parliament, 

976. What do you consider the duties of the deputy clerk of the peace? — -Tlrey 
are very extensive; they are co-equal with my own. 

977. What duties do you perform yourself, and what through him? — I super- 
intend the entire business. He sketches the ordinary indictments; I read them 
over, and then they are put on the books. If he finds any difficulty in an indict- 
ment he brings it to me. 

978. You are in attendance at tlie quarter sessions ? — I attend all the sessions, 
unless 1 am obliged to be absent. At one time I was brought over here by 
a committee just when the sessions sat ; but that is an exception to the rule. 

97g. That was the only time you were absent during the whole sessions? — At 
another time I was absent in consequence of some inquiry ordered by Govern- 
ment. Lord Gosford and Mr. Serjeant Greene came down, and the custos rotu- 
lorura required me to attend him by myself or roy deputy, and Mr. Serjeant Greene 
wished me to he there. 

980. Lord Clements^ Supposing you took a fancy to absent yourself from 
the quarter sessions, would the law enable the grand jury to refuse your salary? 
— I think they would have the power of complaining to the judge, and on direc- 
tion of the judge they would have the power to refuse it. 

q8i. Have not the grand jury the power of dismissal? — No; but the magis- 
trates have, with a power of appeal to the next judge of assize or the King’s 
Bench, I forget which. 

982. Mr. PlunktU^ Do you give any security for the performance of your 
duties ? — Not any. 

983. You are responsible for your deputies, are you not -—Certainly. We 
have no money in our charge, nor have wc any thing to do with the money 
department. 

984. Ckairman?^ Have you ever been called upon to consider whether it mig-ht 
not be advisable to unite the offices of clerk of the Crown and clerk of the peace 
with the office of Crown solicitor, obliging the person who held these situations to 
be resident in the county as assistant to the Lord Lieutenant of the county in 

0.71, 13 delicate 
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L. Dobbin, |un. delicate investigations, and tHe magistrates in very important cases ? — I cannot 
Esq. say I have ever been called upon to consider it. 

985. Will you give your opinion to the Committee whether you conceive such 

17 May 183C. an arrangement would be advantageous to the public service or otherwise ? 

I should consider it a bad arrangement, and prejudicial to the public. 

986. For what reason ? — I consider the persona connected with the criminal de- 
partment, such as the judge, the jury, the sheriff and the clerk of the Crown, should 
come without any previous knowledge, or any bias on their minds connected with the 
subject before them ; and I think if the clerk of the Crown had previously acted 
as solicitor in the case, he necessarily must take up a partial view of ii, having 
examined but one part of the case; and if the clerk of the Crown should appear to 
the prisoner and the public at large as a person who does and ought to hold an 
even hand between all parties, I think it would be prejudicial to the ends of 
justice to mix him up as a zealous or as an active advocate. He keeps the records 
and he makes the returns, and if any of these are contrary to the wishes or feelings 
of the prisoner or the party, they would not be slow to attribute improper conduct 
to a man who appeared as an active advocate against them. 

987. Who keeps the records at present? — The clerk of the Crown and the clerk 
of the peace in their respective departments, and the entries in their books are in 
most cases, evidence against the prisoner afterwards, in the event of further trials. 

988. Are you obliged to keep an office open at all. times of the year?— Yes 
I keep two open with two deputies. I may also mention, that the list of jurors 
are returned to the clerks of the Crown and the peace by the sheriffs, and he calls 
up the juries, and there might be improper conduct arising from the officer, who is 
the prosecutor, having access to the juries, I have, with the sanction of the 
judge, declined to give copies of the jury panels to the Crown prosecutor pre- 
viously to trial ; and if the two situations were blended, necessarily the Crown 
prosecutor would have the names of the jurors in his possession, and have the 
benefit of challenge from inquiry and information, which the prisoner would not. 
All this might tend to lessen respect for the administration of the laws, which 
I consider would be injurious. 

989. Mr. Plunkett.'] Are not notices for registration left in your office as clerk 
of the peace? — Yes. 

990. Is any fee paid upon inspecting the register ? — No, not on inspection. 

991. Chairman.] Have you a general acquaintance with the business of other 
counties? — Yes, I have a general knowledge of the business of the northern coun- 
ties ; 1 have been in a great many of them. 

992. Do you conceive there would be any disadvantage in uniting the office of 

clerk of the Crown and clerk of the peace in any other county?— I do not know 
that there would. As far as ray experience goes, 1 should say it could be done 
without inconvenience, and I rather suppose the offices must have been originally 
united, for the patent I got from the Crown was “clerk of the Crown and 
peace,” and I believe they all run so. It is a question which came before the 
House of Lords on an appeal in the case of a clerk of the Crown for one of the 
circuits (Mr. Pollock) who claimed to appoint clerk of the peace under his 
patent. I believe there were clashing decisions by the different courts and it 
ended in an appeal to the House of Lords. ’ 

993. Is there a general feeling among the magistrates and cess payers of the 
county of Armagh, that the different county officers are higher paid than appears 
to them to be necessary for the exercise of the offices? — I have not heard any 
complaints in our county, but I did hear there was a feeling on the subject. I 
should rather say, I understood the wish was, that the jury should have control 
over the salaries, which I consider on public grounds would be prejudicial to the 
administration of justice. 

994. Will you state to the Committee what is the duty of the clerk of the 

Crown with reference to presentments in court, and is.suing the warrant' He 

receives from the grand jury the various presentments and documents upon 
which they are founded in court; he reads to the judge out of the list of pre- 
sentments, the sums awarded, and such other particulars as the judge requires • 
and the judge examines the documents and transfers them over to him.'" Then the 
clerk of the Crown marks “discharged” or “ordered” as the case maybe dis- 

charged upon the queries, and ordered upon the presentments. 

995. What does he do with these documents?— He retains them in his office as 
records of the county, and from them he makes out the grand warrant, which he 

returns 
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returns to the treasurer immediately after the assizes, as soon as he can conve- 
niently make it out, and that is his (the treasurer’s) authority for applottinor so 
much upon the county for the ensuing- half year. 

996. Under whose direction in your county is the grand warrant prepared r — 
The secretary of the grand jury. 

997. Is it forwarded to him by the treasurer for that purpose ? — There was an 
order made by the grand jury, that the treasurer should deposit, as soon as he 
could, the grand warrant, ^ter it is applotted, with the secretary, for the pur- 
pose of having it printed. 

998. Does any difficulty arise upon the secretary doing that duty ? — I am not 
aware of any difficulty. The delay is complained of, and indeed the Act of Par- 
liament does not allow the clerk of the Crown sufficient time by any means. In 
four days it requires him to make out the warrant, and where is the clerk could 
copy this out in four days ? I think the treasurer generally has it in six or eight 
days at most. 

.999- you uot get in general from the grand jury secretary a printed du- 
plicate?— No. 

1000. Is it a written document you make up, or a printed book? — ^What he 
gives me is a list of the presentments as marked by the foreman of the grand jury ; 
the numbers are marked upon tliat, and that comes down to me iu court ; I read it 
at once, and as the judge directs, I mark “ discharged” or otherwise upon it. I 
keep that as the record, and I make out a copy of that for the treasurer. 

1001. Is not that made out on a printed book of presentments? — Part of it.; 
they are printed applications rather. 

1002. Has that grand warrant any statement of the time at which it was 
published ? — No. 

1003. Have you found that the expense of witnesses has been latterly increasing 
very much ? — I think it has been increasing. 

1004. By Mdiom are these expenses ordered? — By the judge. 

1 005. By whom is the amount ascertained and paid ? — I have lately, Avith the 
judge’s sanction, required in criminal prosecutions, that the Crown solicitor should 
give in a certificate, in a printed form, stating the witnesses that appeared on his 
part, the distance they came, and the number of days they have been occupied ; 
and in all Crown cases, that is generally the data upon which the certificate is 
given for the expenses of witnesses. In all other cases ive are obliged to make 
the best settlement we can of it on the tabic, when the witness makes his 
application, and I think we average from 2s. Qd. to 3s. per day, and sometimes 
higher, according to the rank and situation in life of the witness. It is a very 
difficult and unpleasant duty to perform, and a very troublesome one. 

3006. Can you state the expense of witnesses at each assizes or sessions in the 
last year ? — I find, on referring to the printed presentment book, the amounts are, — 

At the Spring Assizes, 1835 - - - _ 

Armagh Sessions - - - - 

Markethiil Sessions - - - - 

Lurgau Sessions - - - - - 

Ballyhought Sessions - _ _ _ 

Spring Assizes, 1836 - - _ _ _ 

Orders for Surgeons, Summer Assizes, 1835 - 

Ditto at Spring Assizes, 1836 _ - _ 

>007. Has the treasurer of the county at each assizes lodged any account with 
yon as clerk of the Crown? — During the assizes, the first or second day of it, 
he swears to his account before a judge, and deposits it with me. 

1008. What does that account contain? — It contains a reference to the number 
on the query book, and a statement of tbe sums paid. 

loog. Are you aware that under ^the 13 & 14 Geo. 3, c. 18, it is enacted, 
that he should leave with you a complete and full account of all payments and 
all receipts, with a statement to whom paid, and the balance? — I am aware that 
he IS ordered to give in an account of all payments made by that Act ; and I 
believe he considers the account which he gives in, and to which I alluded, as a 
compliance therewith. 

1010. Lord C^eme/!ts.] What is the general amount of the balance? — The 
balance in the treasurer’s bands, after the payments made at the sprin? assizes, 
1835, was 4,895/. t' & 

3 011. Used it to be more before tbe late alteration in the Grand Jury Laws ? — 
Less. 

14 1012. How 
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1012. How much? — I cannot say; I was not an officer at that time. The 
balance, after the spring assizes, 1830 , was only 2 , 809 /. after deducting the pay- 
ments for the preceding spring assizes of 1829 . 

1013. What was the balance after the summer assizes of 1834 ? — 

£.9,071.165. it has increased latterly very much, on account of a bridge 

for which 8 , 000 /. was presented. I did mention to one of the judges, and he 
approved of it, and said he thought it would be a good plan that the treasurer, 
on giving in his account, should have a separate column, upon which the party 
receiving the amount should sign his name, that that should be delivered in with 
his account, and that the query book for the next year should be checked by that, as 
well as by the clerk of the Crown’s book. When the queries go from the clerk of the 
Crown, there is no one to check them when once they are marked “ discharged.” 

1014. Has any duty been lately thrown upon you in making returns? — Very 
heavy duties. We have returns called for by the Houses of Parliament, which 
of course we are bound to give, but in addition to that, the Lords Lieutenants 
latterly have required numerous returns to be made periodically to them, relative to 
the fiscal part of the county business, and also the criminal. The Lord Lieutenant 
has required us to send in duplicate after each assizes, in addition to our other 
returns, to the Secretary of State, a list of all persons tried at the assizes, and how 
disposed of, with other particulars. He has required us also, within the last 
two years, to return all presentments on account of advances made by the 
Treasury after each assizes. There is rarely a month passes without calling for 
various returns. On a recent occasion we were obliged to furnish for 10 years 
returns of all sums presented for remuneration to Government for sums advanced 
by them, of which I had no certain data to go by, not having within my know- 
ledge the sums originally advanced ; and I apprehend that many of these 
returns are ordered without the Lord Lieutenant or his Secretary being aware 
of the trouble given. I know that is the feeling with the clerks of the Crown, 
and that it is the persons in the office who do it. 

1015. Can you specify any instance in which a return was called for, and in 
which you conceived the information was or ought to have been already in the 
office? — Yes, I know one narticular case, but I cannot specify the details without 
referring to my book at home. They called upon me to make a retain, accounting 
for why there was a variation betw'een two accounts. I had no reason to know 
why there should be a variation, and I sent to the vice-treasurer and told him, 
“there must be some mistake of yours. I do not know why there should be any 
variation ; my return is correct and when they came to examine it, he had the 
book or return explaining the entire ; he gave us all trouble. 

1016. Do you conceive they have any account of instalments at the Castle? — 

From the Act of Parliament under which the advance is made by the Government, 
they must know perfectly well the instalment at each assizes and the nature of 
the presentment; it embodies each instalment with the original presentment. It 
runs thus : “We present the sum of (so much), and then we present (so much) to 
be raised by instalment at each assizes for ; ” all which the Government 

requires to be laid before them, with copies of these presentments, before they 
advance the money, and they could keep it as a ledger account each half year, 
just as any pemon would keep an account of the interest paid on loans. 

1017. From the returns they have called for, do you conceive they have not 
been in the habit of keeping such accounts ?— They cannot have been in the habit 
of keeping them regularly, I should think, otherwise these returns would be 
unnecessary. 

1018. Do you conceive that any advantage would arise from the Crown 
solicitor being a local officer resident within the county? — I consider there would. 

1019. What advantages do you think would be derived from that arrangement? 
— One advantage would be, if challenges for jurors became necessary, he would 
be perfectly acquainted with the character of the jurors in his county, and would 
be able to give important advice to the Crown lawyers in challenging-, which at 
present he cannot have. 

1020. With reference to the preparing of prosecutions? — With reference to 
the preparing of prosecutions, I consider he could facilitate it greatly by being 
resident there, previously to the assizes, examining the witnesses, where it became 
necessary to send for witnesses, and investigating the case previously and coolly 
before, and not in the burry of the assizes, and then he could give his sole 
attention during the assizes to conducting the trial. I also think it would be an 
advantage in assisting to instruct the Crown lawyers in the cross-examination oi 
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-witnesses on the trial, whose character he might be acquainted with, when they 
are brought forward by the prisoner, often without previous notice to the prosecutor; 
and advantage might arise from his ^quaintance also with the character of the 
prosecutors. 

1021. Do you consider that such an officer could be employed, with advantage 
to the public, as assistant to the Lord Lieutenant of the county and the magistrates, 
in cases of great importance r — I think he might. 

1022. Lord Clements!] Do you think the same advantage would be obtained by 
giving a Crown solicitor to each county without his residing? — Part of my 
previous examination in some measure would answer that ; it depends upon his 
local knowledge; he might not reside and might have local knowledge; it is rather 
a local knowledge that is important. I do not think his residence is absolutely 
necessary, but rather the local knowledge of the individuals of the county. 

1023. Then you do not contemplate his being absolutely present to assist in 
the investigations ? — I do not know whether I am correct in the view I take, but I am 
rather opposed to investigations being conducted by legal men in the first instance. 
I rather think the truth comes better out in a preliminaiy inquiry before magis- 
trates or country gentlemen, in which they determine merely whether the man is 
to be put on his trial or sent into confinement, or whether the question is to be 
investigated before a jury ; I would rather leave that to the magistrates and country 
gentlemen ; and when a difficult case arises which requires a great deal of 
attention, such as a case of murder, the assistance of professional persons may be 
neccs.sary ; but it is not a thing I would recommend generally, that the Crown 
solicitor should mi.x himself up in every prosecution. I would prefer much 
encouraging the people at large to aid in apprehending criminals, and bringing 
them to justice through their own exertions. 

1024- Mt, Plunkett!] Would you allow the Crown solicitor to practise in 
Crown cases in the county in which he was resident? — I should not object to his 
conducting prosecutions. 

1025. Would there not be a danger of partisanship or partiality in the chal- 
lenges of the juty by his suggesting to the parties a ground of challenge?— 
Every thing is liable to partisanship and partiality ; but I am supposing the case 
of a public officer discharging his duty correctly. My ground of objection is, 
that I consider it would be injurious to the administration of justice, that the 
clerk of the Crown who shall hold an even hand betw'een all parties, should be 
mixed up as an active agent, and so held out to public view, although he might 
discharge both duties most correctly. 

1026. Have you any other suggestions to offer on the subject of the expenses 
upon counties ? — I may add that there are complaints on account of the expense of 
the constabulary force. 

1027. Do they complain of the expense, or do they consider the force too 
numerous? — They complain of the expense on the county each half year. I beg 
to Land in the following statement of sums extracted from the presentments of- 
last spring assizes, for the public purposes mentioned, according to the chairman’s 
order. 



Salaries to Public Officers 
County - - - - _ 

Dispeosaries - - - - . 

Lunatic Asylum - - - - 

Superannuated Constables 

Printing Expenses. - . _ 

Gaol Board - - _ - _ 

Court-house and Bridewell Expenses 
Militia Depot - - 



£. 


s. 


d. 


801 


5 


3 


246 


3 


1 


581 


4 


- 


484 


7 


- 


28 


j6 


6 


900 


- 




196 


1 1 


4 


iS 


9 


2 



Coroners for Inquests - 
Constabulary - 

Weights and Measures --------- 

Government, for Expense of 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 100, s.36- 
^mmissioneis of Public Works for repairing Roads - _ _ 

Witnesses’ Expenses - -- -- -- -- 

Surgeons’ Expenses - -- -- -- -- 



i«340 10 7 
150 8 7 




40 
200 

56 

95 

41 



15 

4 

10 

12 

1 

18 



6 

10 



6 



£.| 5,046 6 3 

0*7 K Mr. Thomas 



L. Dobbin, jun. 
Esq. 
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Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




74 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 



Mr. 

jT. J. Wtoihotue, 



17 May 1836. 



Mr. Thomas Jackson Woodhousc, called in ; and Examined. 

1028. Chairman.'] WHAT situation do you hold in the county of Antrim?— 
County surveyor. 

1029. By vrhom is the county surveyor appointed?— The appointment is made 
by the Lord Lieutenant. 

1030. Is there any previous examination? — At the time the appointments were 
made, a board of engineers was appointed by the Lord Lieutenant to examine all 
candidates for the office. 

1031. Do not the board of engineers examine into the capability of the person 
to undertake the office?— A strict examination is made into the qualifications of 
the parties as to their knowledge of road-making, bridge-building and ai’chitcc- 
ture to a certain extent, as far as relates to public buildings. 

1032. Are any certificates as to character required? — ^The different parties are 
required to lay before the board specimens of what they have done, and those that 
could, testimonials from parties by whom they had been previously employed. 

1033. What do you consider the duties of your office ? — The duties of the office 
consist, in the first place, of inspecting all works for which applications are 
intended to be made for presentments, either for repairs or new works ; to make 
specifications for any works that are approved of at sessions ; to make surveys, 
maps, plans and estimates for any new roads that are ordered, to lay before 
the sessions. In fact, all the public works of the county come under the inspec- 
tion of the surveyor. 

1034. How many sessions are there in the county of Antrim? — The special 
sessions are held twice a year. There are 14 baronies and half baronies in the 
county, so that each series of sessions is 14 , and one for the county at large, 
making 15 . 

1035. How are those sessions divided ?— They are divided into two circuits: 
It was found impossible to comply with the Act of Parliament in holding them in 
succession, therefore they take eight of the baronies in the first place, and then 
hold adjourned sessions, which are necessary for letting the works, and which 
must be held within 2 1 days of the special sessions. Therefore special sessions 
and adjourned sessions are held for the first eight baronies, and then they hold 
them for the rest of the county. 

1036. Can you explain to the Committee what a person has to do who applies 
for a presentment for the repair of a road? — The law requires that persons apply- 
ing for presentments must serve the secretary with a notice of it ten clear days 
before the sessions day, and he must also post notices on every place of worship 
in the parish where the work lies the Saturday but one before the sessions, leaving 
a clear Saturday between. These are the preparatory steps. Then he must 
attend at the sessions and prove that these notices were posted, and then the 
sessions either approve or reject the application as they may think fit. 

1037. If the presentment or part of it is approved at the sessions, what 
has he to do then ?— It then becomes the duty of the surveyor to make a specifica- 
tion of the manner in which that work should be done, stating the quantity of ma- 
terials, if it is for a road, and he hands that specification to the secretary of the 
grand jury. There is no fixed time for my doing that; I do it as soon as I can 
conveniently, and at the adjourned sessions, or some time previous to them, the 
person making the application gets a copy of it from the secretary, upon which he 
makes his offer. 

1038. What time elapses between the sessions at which the specification is ap- 
proved, and the next assizes ? — The shortest time is four weeks. 

1039. What time elapses between your making the specification and the 
adjourned sessions ? — The shortest period is a week. 

1040. Is any period fixed by the Act of Parliament ? — No. 

1041. Then if you say a week, that leaves a fortnight to make all the specifica- 
tions of the county ? —Yes, but I should mention that to enable me to make speci- 
fications in time, I require tbe people to give me notice at least a month before the 
Sessions of what they intend to apply for, and having got that, I make my inspec- 
tions. 

1 042. Mr. Jephson.] Is that a legal order? — It is not, but without that it would 
be impossible to perform the duty in a large county like Antrim. 

1043. During these 14 days you have to make specifications, have you any 

sessions 
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sessioas to attend ? — 1 have to attend sessions eight days in succession in the 
county of Antrim. ’ 

1044 - So that during part of those 14 days you have sessions to attend? 

Twenty-one days from the day of the first sessions, the adjourned sessions for that ba- 
rony or place must be held — I am occupied the seven following days, and a Sunday 
must intervene, that makes eight days attending the sessions, out of the 21 
days which intervene before the first adjourned sessions is held. 

1045. Consequently, attending one week at sessions, and one week clear before 
the adjourned sessions, would leave only one week to make all the specifications of 
that circuit of the county? — Yes. 

1046, Is it not the fact at present 1 — ^Yes ; that is the fact according to Act of 
Parliament. 

J047. But not practically, inasmuch as you require the notices? — Yes. 

1048. Suppose the parties did not give the notices, should you feel yourself 
justified by law in refusing to give the specifications ? — If all were to refuse, it 
would become impossible to do the duty. 

1 049. Suppose any individual were to refuse to give the notice, and go strictly 
according to the law, by which alone he is bound to go, should you consider your- 
self justified in refusing to give a specification to that man ? — 1 should not. 

1050. Chairman.'] At the adjourned sessions, what is it necessary for the appli- 
cant for a presentment to do ? — Either at or previous to the adjourned sessions he 
must get a copy of the specification, and form of tender which I have prepared j 
he has nothing to do but fill in the amount, and the names of his securities, and 
he hands that in to the secretary. Where there is no competition, the bench are 
bound to accept his offer ; the law gives them no discretion, obliging them to take 
the lowest tender. 

1051. From your knowledge of the duties of the county surveyor, do you consider 
they can be performed by any one individual in the county of Antrim ? — I consider 
it is quite impossible for any person to do it efficiently. 

1052. Mr. Jephson.] Are you obliged to draw architectural plans as well as to 
make engineering surveys ?— I am. 

1053. May not a man be a very good engineer and a very bad architect at 
the same time?~It is very frequently the case; engineers know but little of 
architecture. 

1054. Do you consider the two acquirements should be united in your office? — 
Extensive architectural works seldom occur, or come under the charge of tlie 
surveyor. 

1055. In the cases of infirmaries, fever hospitals, gaols, bridewells, and session- 
houses ? — In case of an extensive work, such as a bridewell, new gaol, or fever 
hospital, I should conceive that other parties would be called in ; the county 
surveyor could not be expected to do that. So far as bridges, and works of that 
kind, being the business of an engineer, he ought to understand them. 

1056. Captain Jones.] Are any duties imposed upon you by the Act of Parlia- 
ment which you are not able strictly to comply with ? — The time limited for doing 
certain things is too little. The law provides that applicants wishing to account 
for presentments should give the surveyor ten days’ notice previous to the sessions 
of their intention to do so; and another clause of the Act provides that his certi- 
ficate must be lodged with the secretary ten days before the session ; at the same 
time I give notice to persons to acquaint me what tliey are going to apply for in 
the way of presentments ; I also require them to give notice of what they are going 
to account for, and, therefore, instead of ten days, which the law provides, 1 take 
a montli or six weeks, and if I were not, it would be quite impossible for me to 
accomplish it. The principal difficulty which occurred to me, when I said the 
surveyor could not perform his duties efficiently, was that, though he may see the 
works before they are executed, and may also see them afterwards, to give his 
certificate, which is absolutely necessary before payment can be obtained, still he 
cannot speak with precision, or with that degree of confidence he ought to do, to 
say whether the party applying for payment has done what he has contracted to 
do or not. I specify for a certain quantity of stone which is to go on the road by 
the perch ; not seeing that work during its progress, I may conceive the man has 
not put the quantity on which he has contracted to do, or withhold the money from 
him when he has done so. 

1057. Chairman.] ^\'hat do you conceive the best remedy to enable you to 
execute that part of your office ? — The only remedy is to appoint assistants to take 
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jlr. certain districts, either a barony or two baronies together, or such a district as 
T, J, JVoodhouse. it might be possible for a man to attend to. 

1058. If there were a greater space of time between the original notice and the 

17 May 1836. time of specifications being made out, would not you be able to get through the 
business much better? — It would facilitate what the surveyor has to do, but it 
would not enable him to do what was necessary. 

1059. Have you ever found it necessary to employ assistants in inspecting the 
building of any bridges? — I have in several cases since I have been in the 
county. By the Act of Parliament, the grand jury have no power to present for 
assistants, or allow assistants at all to the surveyor. Several bridges of consi- 
derable magnitude, which cost 6OO/. or 800/. each, have been built since I have 
been in Antrim. Without a person being constantly there, for the purpose of 
seeing that the work was properly done, the surveyor would have no check on the 
contractor, and, therefore, I found the only means to check it was by inserting a 
clause in the specification, which I drew up for the persons tendering, to state I 
would appoint a person to superintend the work, and they must pay the sum 
I named, say 15^. a week, for that. I was not authorized to do so by the law, but 
still I found unless I did that, the probability was the work would be very impro- 
perly done, and the grand jury sanctioned the step I had taken. 

1060. Did you find that those assistants so employed in those bridges were 
made useful iu inspecting the works upon the roads in progress in the county ? — 
I found it was of much service to me, as their whole time was not occupied at the 
bridges, and I made them inspect the different works that were going on within 
a few miles round them, and the consequence was that these works were much 
better done than if those people had not been there. 

1061. What number of assistants do you think would be necessary for the 
county of Antrim ? — I think not less than six, or probably eight, would be found 
necessary to do it effectually. 

1062. VV'ould you have the assistants temporary or permanent ? — Permanent. 

1063. What class of persons would be qualified to fill those situations? — It 
would merely require persons of sufficient education to read, write and cast 
accounts. In general the use I would make of them would be, in every road to 
be repaired I would have the broken stones piled in heaps on the side of the road, 
and those people should measure it, so that 1 would be sure I had the quantity of 
material laid on I had specified for. 

1064. What other duties would you give them? — In the case of building 
bridges, masonry work, and repairs of all kinds, I would require them to attend. 
In respect of road nuisances, which is a very growing evil in Antrim, I think it 
might be effectually checked by those persons. The surveyor at present, by the 
Act of Parliament, is empowered to apply for summonses against persons com- 
mitting nuisances, but his time is so much occupied it is impossible for him to 
attend to it. 

1063. Are there any other advantages you conceive would arise to the public 
from their appointment? — The advantages appear to me to be, that it would be 
a certain check upon the road makers, by whom I have no doubt a great deal of 
fraud is committed, inasmuch as the quantity of material agreed for is not put 
upon the roads. 

1066. Then you consider it would require six or eight assistants to enable you 
to do those duties which you are called upon to perform by those Acts of Par- 
liament? — Yes. 

1067. Do you conceive it would be necessary for them to devote their whole 
time to it ? — I do not ; the greater part of road repairs are done at two periods of 
the year, and I think probably those assistants would not be occupied, unless to a 
very small extent, much more than a third of their time. 

1068. By whom do you consider these appointments should be made r — I think 
the surveyor should have the power of making these appointments, letting them 
be confirmed either by the bench at special sessions, or by the grand jury at 
assizes. 

lofig. At what salary do you, conceive such persons could be obtained? — 
J think for from 40/. to 50/. a year sufficient persons could be got, upon the 
grounds I have stated, that their time would be only partially occupied. 

1070. Does the law require any notice to be given to the county surveyor of 
the intention of parties to apply for presentments? — It does not. 

1071. Even supposing you had the assistance, would the time between the 
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sessions and the furnishing the specification, be fully sufficient for the due 
performance of the duty r — I think the time should be extended to a month, or 
probably five weeks, to give sufficient time. The law provides that any new work 
exceeding 20/., before it is presented, must be certified by the grand jury and go 
to a second sessions, to be approved and let, which gives the surveyor sufficient time 
in large works. 

1072. In the case of any public road being out of repair, and no presentment 
upon it, has the surveyor now any power of ordering an application to be made? 
— He has no power at all. 

1073. What is the salary of the county surveyor in the county of Antrim ?— 
Three hundred pounds a year. 

1074. Are there any allowances made to him?— The only allowance is 50/. for 
a clerk. 

1075. Has he any allowance for travelling expenses? — Not any. 

1076. How often must the surveyor of Antrim go over that county, supposing 
him to go over it as seldom as he can avoid ? — He must make six circuits in the 
year. 

1 077. Could you ascertain what the travelling expenses are upon that circuit ?— 
I kept a strict account the first year I was in Antrim, and I found my travelling 
expenses, including the keep of two horses, amounted to 200 /. out of the 300 /. I 
received as salary. 

1078. Does the existing law make any provision for remunerating the county 
surveyor for any expenses he may be at in laying out and surveying new roads? — 
No. 

1079. Does it make any provision for any expense he may be at in trying the 
depth to which it may be necessary to sink in laying the foundation of a bridge ? — 
N ot any. 

1080. Are there any other alterations in the law you can suggest with a view 
to make your office more efficient ? — It appears to me the principal alterations 
required are, that in the first place parties applying for presentments should give 
notice to the surveyor of their intention to do so, at least a month before the spe- 
cial sessions, to enable him to inspect those works, and report to the bench at spe- 
cial sessions as to the necessity of them or not. The way also in which notices 
are posted at present appears to me to be of little or no use. By the Act of Par- 
liament, parties are required to post notices in every place of worship in the parish 
where the work lies, which is often attended with much inconvenience and expense, 
and I believe in very few cases the notices remain up for an hour after they are 
placed there. I would suggest the propriety of a book being kept in some place 
in each parish or other subdivision, a police station possibly would be the best 
place, which would not be attended with any expense, and every person intending 
to apply for a presentment should enter it in that book, and parties interested might 
have access to it, and the book should be produced at special sessions, which would 
be proof of the notice, instead of swearing the parties to it as at present. That 
would simplify it. 

1081. You would have all those notices entered before some particular day ? — 
At a time to be fixed, that the notice might serve as a notice to the surveyor. If 
they were entered in that book 28 days before the sessions, it would answer the 
double purpose of a notice to the public and a notice to the surveyor of the inten- 
tion of the parties ; at present the law requires that in works of whatever mao-ni- 
tude or importance, or however trifling they may be, bail-bonds should be entered 
into. That is attended with considerable expense, and appears to me to be very 
unnecessary in small works. 

1082. What do you conceive to be the expense upon each application in that 
way? — The lowest expense in obtaining a presentment is from 5 s. to 6 s., besides 
the I0S.S of time. 

1083. Is paid to the secretary of the grand jury? — The whole is not paid 
to the secretary of the grand jury. 

1084. How do you make up the amount? — The secretary in Antrim charges 

1 s. 6d. for a copy of the specification and form of tender which I have made out 

and furnished him with. The law does not fix any fee upon that, but merely says 
a reasonable sum shall be charged. Then there is the expense of the bail bond ; 
the law limits it to 2 6 d. a.s the maximum, and in Antrim the secretary charges 

2 s. G d. for it. Then there is the filling up of these tenders. Road-makers gene- 
rally are illiterate men, and employ some other person to fill up the tenders for 
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them ; they also have to employ a person to fill up the notice which they must serve 
upon the secretary of their intended applications for presentments ; and again 
they have to serve him with a notice for payment 10 days before the session, so 
that upon the whole the expense is certainly not less than 6 s. for each present- 
ment. 

1085. Have you ever made any rough calculation of the probable amount of 
the fees of the secretary of the grand jury in the county of Antrim ?— I know the 
averag'e number of the applications which are approved of, and I know from that, 
nearly the amount received or derived by the secretary of the grand jury from 
them. They vary from 800 to 1,200 each assizes, upon which, in all cases, he 
gets four shillings. Taking them at an average of 1,000, and they may be fairly 
taken at that, occurring twice a year, is 400/. a year; from that should be deducted 
the expense he is at in travelling to the sessions. He has to make four circuits, 
and he has to employ a clerk to assist him. I should think probably his expenses 
arc 150/. out of the 400/. At present great evil arises, and increased expense to 
counties from the mode in which persons are paid for public works. By the 
existing law they can only he paid at each assizes. Very few of tliem are nien o ' 
capital, and the consequence is, that to the labourers who work for them, they give 
orders upon some shopkeeper, who charges them an extravagant price for*^ what 
they get; and I have no doubt that at least 25 per cent, more is paid for public 
works from that cause than would be the case if the money could be got at some 
shorter stated periods. It has struck me that if in each barony or two baronies 
as it might be, a committee of three or four of the magistrates or gentlemen 
attending the sessions were formed, who would have the power of ordering pay- 
ment upon the surveyors certificate for certain portions of the w^ork as they were 
done, it would be a great advantage. That could not be accomplished, as the law 
at present stands, without assistants; but with the assistants I have spoken of, it 
might very well be done. The law says that on the certificate of the surveyor that 
one-half of the work is finished, payment of one moiety may be made, but it 
provides that it shall go to sessions and assizes before the treasurer makes the 
payment, therefore the provision is of little use in practice. 

1 086. Captain Jones] Is it part of your duty to examine the roads, and point out 
what parts of the roads require repairs? — The mode I take is, that whenever an 
application is made for repairs, I go over the road with the applicant, and point out 
to him what part of it I consider wants repair; and in the specification I always 
insert a clause that tlie spots I have pointed out, or the worst parts between the 
stations, should be repaired. 

1087. You do then, in fact, select the spots to be repaired ? — I do. 

1088. Does the application originate with the person who wishes to make the 
repair of the roads ? — 1: es, in most cases ; there are very few cases where other 
parties have applied ; by law any assessed rate-payer may make an application 
but it is very rarely done. 

1089. Then, until an application is made, you do not go to the road and 

examine into the state of it, or the necessity there is for repair I do not, nor 
does the law give me any power to make an application. ’ 

1090. You mentioned that nuisances on roads were very much increasing in 
the county of Antrim ; is one of these nuisances the injury which is occasioned to 
the road by the neglect of cleansing the water tables?— That is one great injury. 

1091. Have you any power of correcting that evil? — Not any at all. 

1092. You have no power, under the existing law, of correcting that?— None 
whatever. 

3093. I think I also understood that some of your objections to the law at 
present is, that a quantity of duty devolves upon you at a certain time more than 
you can perform ?~It does ; if the whole duty could be distributed over the year, 
it might be done. ’ 

1094. There is a considerable part of the year when you are not employed ? 

There is, but in a small degree. 

Chairman^ Do you conceive it would be possible to distribute the duty 
over the year? — I do not think it coul.d be done. It is only at certain periods of 
the year that people will turn their attention to repairs of the road ; they are 
mostly farmers, and consequently will only work when they are not engaged in 
agricultural pursuits. 

1096. Captain Jones^ Is it not probable that benefit would be derived by the 
employment of the assistants which you spoke of in ascertaining that the road was 
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repaired with proper materials ? — Yes, it would be the duty of those assistants to 
see that proper materials were used, and a proper quantity put on. One great 
thing in repairing a road is, that the surface should be properly prepared. Now 
the surveyor has no opportunity of seeing whetlier that is done or not, for he 
goes after the material is put on, which is very often done when the road is not in 
a proper state to receive it. 

1097* After the material is laid on the road, have you any power now of 
employing persons to fill up the ruts or tracks which are made ? — No, I have no 
power. In all the specifications I make, I bind the parties to attend to that until 
after the assizes. The certificate I must give them before the special sessions, 
and after that we have no control over them. I have stated to the grand jury, 
in the report I made to them, that I have no doubt that 20 per cent, is lost to the 
county for want of raking in those tracks, and attending to the road until the mate- 
rial laid on is set. 

1098. Have you found the plan you have adopted effectual? — I have not^ it 
has remedied it in a certain degree, but still it is far from effectual. 
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SIR ROBERT FERGUSON in the Chaik. 



Arthur French, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

^®99‘ French^ ARE you treasurer for the county Roscommon^— 

I am. 

1100. How long have you been so ? — Nearly 13 years ; since 1823. 

1101. What are the duties of county treasurer in Ireland? — The treasurer has 
to make three applotments ; one of the money applied for, one of the money 
gmnted, and one for the issuing of his own warrants. He has to attend in his 
office for two days previous to each assizes to receive the public monies, and for 
14 days after, for the payment of aU discharged presentments. He has at all times 
to pay the court orders of both assizes and sessions for the expenses of prosecutors, 
coroners orders to physicians for attending inquests, and county surveyors’ orders 
for sudden breaches. He has to fill the bonds for the collectors or high con- 
stables, and their sureties at each assizes. He has to keep a separate account of 
all loans made from the Board of Public Works, to regulate the instalments by 
which they are to be repaid, and to pay the amount of the commissioners’ orders to 
the contractors. He has to calculate the interest on each loan, to see that it is 
correct. He has to make a return every year to Parliament of all sums raised off 
the county for each description of public work, specifying the same under 10 
diiierent heads. He has, during the sitting of Parliament, to make all the returns 
that are called for by The House, as also returns after each assizes to the Commis- 
^oners of Excise and Vice-Treasurer in Dublin of all monies paid by him to the 
Collector of Excise on account of repapfient of the Government advances. He has 
to take securities from all persons seeking to be pawnbrokers, and to grant licenses 
tor their exercising that office. He has to receive and keep an account of all the 
nnes imposed by magistrates at sessions for illegal weights and measures. He has 
also to do the same for persons convicted of carrying arms illegally. He has to 
compare the list of the presentments and query book, with the return made by the 
Clerk of the Crown after they come from the printer, previous to their being sent 
0 fie secretary for distribution. He has to pay every expense attending clerks, 
Dooks and stationery and office out of his salary, as by the 4th Geo. 4. his 
s ary is to cover all. He has to keep a most voluminous account of both dis- 

aarged and undischarged presentments, and to take and produce a separate 

receipt as the voucher for each payment 
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A. French, Esq. 
31 May 1836. 



1102. From what you know of tlie duties of treasurer, do you consider they 
could be as well executed now by a bank as they are by the treasurer ? — I do not. 

I do not think that any bank would undertake the duties we are obliged to per- 
form without being equally well paid for so doing. 

1103. Captain Jones.'] Do you think any bank could perform the duty you are 
'called upon to perform? — I think a bank could, but still it would impose an im- 
mensity of trouble and expense upon them. 

1104. And you suppose that a banker must be equally remunerated with the 
treasurer for what he does ? — Certainly. 

1105. Mr. P. French.] Do you know that an officer of the Provincial Bank of 
Ireland stated in his examination before this Committee that the Provincial Bank 
would perform the duties of county treasurer? — I heard that Mr. Marshall of the 
Provincial Bank had been examined before this Committee, and stated that the 
bank could perform the duties of treasurer, but I think he must have been igno- 
rant of the duties which are now imposed upon the treasurer when he gave his 
evidence. I do not think he could possibly have been aware of the different duties 
we have to perform. 

1 106. Chair>nan.] Is there any part of the duties which you have designated 
which would take the treasurer out of the county town, or out of bis bank if he 
were a banker ? — No, I do not think any of the duties would take him out of the 
county town, or out of the bank if he were a banker. He might have to go out of 
town to draw the money from the Trea.sury that is issued for public works by Ex- 
chequer bills, unless he gave a power of attorney to some other person. 

1 107. He might perform that part of the duty without going out of the county 
town, by giving a power of attorney ? — Yes, he might authorize another person to 
act for him. 

1108. Mr. F. French.] Are there any assize towns in Ireland which have not 
branches of the Provincial Bank established in them? — There are a groat many. 
The county for which I am treasurer has no branch of the Provincial Bank, or of 
the Bank of Ireland in it, or within 15 miles either side of the assize town. 

1109. Is there any bank in Roscommon?— I understand branches of the 
National and Agricultural Banks either have been or arc about to be established 
there since the last assizes ; but there are a great many assize towns in Ireland in 
which there are no banks. In any town within 50 miles of Dublin there can be 
no branch. There is no bank in the assize towns of Roscommon, Leitrim, Kildare, 
Louth, Wicklow, Meath, Mayo, and in the Queen’s County I do not think there 
is any bank. 

1110. Chairman?\ Are you aware that the customs and excise collections are 
paid into the Provincial Bank of Ireland? — I am. 

nil. Are you aware in what way they manage in places in which they have 
no banks ? — I am not. In the county of Roscommon I believe that the collector 
of excise at Athlone goes his rounds at different times of the year and makes his 
collection. 

1112. Mr. F. Frc 7 ich.] What amount do you generally receive from the barony 
collectors as the revenue of your county? — 1 receive from 28,000/. to 30,000/. 
a year. 

1113. What per centage on the amount does your present salary pay you ? — 
Not more than one per cent, for receiving and paying. 

1114. Do you think that' any saving could be effected in the counties by dis- 
pensing with the office of treasurer ? — No, I do not ; for if you did not employ 
a treasurer you would have to employ another officer, calling him by some other 
name, and to pay him equally with a treasurer to do the duties. 

1115. What balance of the county money have you at present in your hands? 
— One thousand two hundred and sixty-eight pounds eighteen shillings and five- 
pence, after my payments at the last assizes. 

1116. Chairman^ What is the amount of the last grand warrant? — Fourteen 
thousand cio’ht hundred and nineteen pounds nine shillings and seven-pence. 

1117. What is the amount of security you give? — I give two sureties in 3,500/- 
each, and my own security in 7,000 1 . 

1118. Then supposing you received the entire of this grand warrant on the first 
day of the next assizes, you would have in your hands a sum over and above the 
sum for which you have given security? — Certainly. 

j 1 1 9. And it would be in your power to provide for all those securities and still 
to have a sura of money in hand ? — Certainly. 

120. BIr. 
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1 1 20. Mr. i^. French.'] Is any part of this balance composed of orders of court 
or coroners’ orders which you have paid? — No, I have taken credit for all those. 

1121. What is the general amount of those orders? — ^From 800/. to 1,000/. a 
year in our county. 

1122. If all the works for which presentments are granted were executed and 
accounted for, would there be any balance in your hands to pay these orders' — 
None. 

1123. To what purpose do you convert the balance in your hands with a view 
of making it profitable to you? — At present my balance is not converted at all, it 
is lying in the bank ; but if I had a large balance I should buy Exchequer 
bills, for which I should pay a small premium and brokerage charge, which 
I suppose, after those deductions, would give me 2| per cent, for any balance I 
have in my hands. 

1124. Does the bank with which you deal allow you any interest? — I deal 
always with the Bank of Ireland, who do not allow interest. Any profit I have 
made with the money I have made by Exchequer bills, which bear three per cent, 
interest, and I lose nothing by them if I sell them again. 

1125. Are you aware of its having been a custom with treasurers to discount 
bills with the balances in their hands? — I can only answer for myself; I have 
never discounted bills ; I cannot say what other treasurers do. 

1 126. Do you think if the county treasurers were now called upon to pay up 
their balances they would be able to do so ? — As regards those I have spoken to 
on the subject, I am sure they would. They might require a little time to call in 
monies which they have put out to make a profit of them ; but if you give them 
six months’ notice they could pay up their balances. For myself, I am ready to 
pay my balance to-morrow, as it is lying in the Bank of Ireland. 

1127. With a view of diminishing the pressure of the county cess in Ireland, 
do you think any saving could be effected either by uniting the offices of treasurer 
or secretary, or otherwise? — I do not think it would be possible for the secretary 
to act in both capacities ; his great hurry is during the assizes, and my great 
hurry also is during the assizes, for then people come in to get their money. He 
certainly could not attend to both offices. Under the late Act of Parliament the 
secretary has a great deal to do in attending the road sessions. 

1128. Mr. Vesey.] Is not your great hurry after the assizes are over, after the 
accounting affidavits are passed and fiated ? — Yes, and I have also a great deal 
of hurry during the assizes, for the salaries of contractors for the roads, reimburse- 
ments, and all matters of course which are not obliged to go before a judge to be 
discharged, I pay during these assizes. In our county the contractor must have 
earned his money before the presentment is put on the levy. 

1129. Chairman.] Do you consider yourself justified in paying the salary of 
county officers, before it is discharged by the judge ? — I do that at my own risk. 
That money is ordered by the judge at the preceding assizes ; it is then put upon 
the levy, and is payable to the man at the following assizes. 

1130. Mr. Vesey.] Is it requisite for the treasurer to pay these sums during the 
assizes' — No, it is not ; be need not pay them until after the assizes, if he does 
not like it, but I do it for my own convenience. 

1131. Then it is not necessarily that there is any great pressure of business on 
the treasurer during the time the assizes are going on ? — Yes, in some counties 
the collectors do not pay in the levies on the day they are bound to pay it in by 
law', and the treasurer is frequently receiving money during the assizes. 

1132. In your county that is not the case ? — No, it is not. 

1 133. And after the grand jury business is over, and all the presentments are 
fiated, the great pressure of busine.ss upon the secretary is over, and he has very 
little to do after that?— I do not know much of the business the secretary has to 
do. I know so little of the office of secretary that I am unable to speak to that. 

1134. Is not the time at w'hich the treasurer has most to do immediately 
subsequent to the assizes ?— Yes, and for tw'o clear days before the assizes, when 
he has to receive the money. 

1 135- Chairman.] With a view of diminishing the pressure of the county cess 
in Ireland, do you think any saving could be effected in reference to any other 
officer paid by the county? — I think the offices of treasurer and high constable 
could be united, and thereby effect a saving to the county. At present the high 
constables are paid at the rate of 3/. 15^. per cent, for the collection of the public 
cess, and in our county the treasurer’s salary is not 2d, in the pound, about . 
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which would be five per cent., the regular sum paid by gentlemen in Ireland for 
the collection of their rents, and I think by uniting the two offices it could be 
done at four per cent., which would nearly save the amount of the salary now 
paid to the treasurer. 

1 136. Mr. FI French.'\ Then you think it is competent for the treasurer to col- 
lect the county cess as it is now collected by the high constables, and thereby effect 
a saving to the county ? — I think it could be done. 

1137. Chairman.] Have you any knowledge of any other county, or do you 
speak with reference to Roscommon only ? — 1 have spoken with other treasurers 
on the subject. When I heard I was to be examined before this Committee, I 
tried to get all the information I could from other treasurers, and they all seemed 
to think it could be done. 

1138. Mr. F. French.] On the receipt and payment of the money by the trea- 
surer, could there be auy check devised which would prevent his making use of the 
money not required for the undischarged presentments, which forms the balance 
in his hands at present, until the next assizes? — Yes, I think there could. The 
treasurer is allowed 14 days after the assizes to pay the presentments, and after he 
has paid all the presentments he might be ordered to pay the balance into a bank, 
for which he could take a receipt from the bank, and then at the following assizes, 
when a Committee is appointed to examine his accounts, they could compare the 
date of that receipt with the 14 days after the assizes, and the amount of that 
balance, with the amount of the discharged presentments, ought to make up the 
sum he had in his hands the first day of the assizes, and thereby he could not 
appropriate the money to any other purpose. 

1 139. Chairman.] Supposing such an arrangement as that, who could ascertain 
the balance, or prevent the treasurer from drawing more than he ought to draw 
during those 14 days? — The treasurer gives a sufficient security. Certainly he 
might make use of that money from one assize to another, but if he did it would 
be ascertained at the next assizes that he did so, and I conceive he ought to be 
dismissed from the office of treasurer if he applied the balance otherwise than he 
was by law directed to do. I do not dispute that he might not do so, but he risks 
his office. 

1140. Mr. Plunkett.] How is the appointment of treasurer regulated ? is it for 
life, or during good behaviour ?-“It is during good behaviour, I should say. If 
the treasurer misconducts himself, the judge has the power of dismissing him on 
the application of the grand jury. 

1 141. Mr. F. French.] Do you conceive that if the balances now inthe treasurers’ 
hands were withdrawn from them, the treasurers would consider themselves suffi- 
ciently remunerated by their present salaries? — Certainly not. When the Act of 
the 4 Geo. 4 . was brought in by Sir John Newport, the balances the treasurers had 
in their hands was taken into consideration, and their present salaries fixed 
accordingly. 

1142. You mean the amount of salary fixed as compensation was lower on 
account of those balances than it would otherwise have been had they not been 
taken into account? — Yes. 

1 143. Chairman.] Are you aware whether it was part of Sir John Newport’s 
plan, when he introduced that Act relative to the salaries of Treasurers, that all the 
money should be lodged in some bank? — I am not aware of that. 

1144. How were treasurers paid before the introduction of the Act of the 
4 Geo. 4 r — I believe they were paid by a salary, a per centage on the security 
they gave, and they were allowed sixpence in the pound on the presentments paid 
at October sessions, and they were allowed a certain sum for applotting the money. 

1145. Mr. F. French.] Is there any time specified within which you should 
pay the instalments to the Government after each assizes ? — It should be paid 
within 21 days from the assizes. 

1 146. Are you in the habit of paying the money within that time ? — I am. I 
pay my instalments the moment I return from each assizes ; I do it to save the 
interest to the county. 

1147. What check is there upon you in the event of your not doing so? — 
There is a fine of 50 /., and 5 per cent, interest upon the amount, if we neglect 
to do so. 

1148. Notwithstanding that check, are you not aware of there being some 
cases in whicb the amount of instalments were levied off the counties, and not 
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paid to the collectors of excise?— I have heard of a large defalcation in that 
way in the county of Tyrone. 

1 149. Chairman.^ Are yon aware of an examination by Commissioners, into the 
different tre^urers’ accounts in Ireland, which has lately taken place?— Yes; 
and Mr. Smith, who was vice-treasurer of Ireland, informed me that the trea- 
surer of Tyrone was a large defaulter. 

j 1 50. Arc you aware that almost every treasurer in Ireland has been a 
defaulter r— No ; I can only say, speaking from my own accounts, that has not 
been the case with myself, 

1151. Have you received a final discharge from the Commissioners ? — Yes, 
except that there is a claim upon the county for a sum of 6,000/. and upwards, 
which they say is due for an advance made in the year 1822, but which was 
never raised off the county, and consequently never came to my hands. 

ii5‘2. Mr. F. Fi'cnch^l Is there a committee of the grand jury appointed 
generally for examining the accounts of the treasurer every assizes ? — Yes. 

i’53* If the same plan was pursued in Tyrone, and that the committee dis- 
charged their duty, do you consider that this defalcation could have occurred more 
than once? — It might have occurred once, but they ought to have discovered it 
at the next assizes, by comparing the date of the receipt, which the treasurer 
gets from the different boards, with the number and amount of the presentments, 
and it must be seen if he did not pay the money. 

1 154* Chairtnan.'\ Under what Act of Parliament do you conceive that the com- 
mittee of the grand jury are bound to call for that receipt ? — I have never thought 
about any Act of Parliament ; I am always too happy to pass my receipts and get 
my acquittal at each assizes. 

1155. Are you aware of the accounts which under the 13 & 14 Geo. 3, c. 18, 
the treasurer is called upon to lodge, half yearly, with the clerk of the Crown ?— I 
lodge, every assizes, with the clerk of the Crown, a copy of my general account 
sworn to at each assize. 

1 1 56. With details ? — No ; I give a copy of the account, as printed in the 
query book. I do not give the details of each presentment. My ledger has the 
details, with the grand Jury’s certificate at the foot of it. They say they have 
examined my account and received all vouchers, and it is correct, and the balance 
remaining in my hands is so and so, which they all sign, and that I submit to the 
foreman with their certificate. 1 do not lodge aiiy details. It has not been the 
custom to lodge such an account, and I was not aware there was any law 
requiring it. 

^^157* you not in the habit of handing in receipts to the committee of the 
grand jury for every payment you make? — 1 am; I do not claim credit for any 
thing I do not give them a receipt for. 

1158. Suppose a query to be discharged, but not called for, how does it 
appear? — I debit myself with the amount of it at the following assizes. 

1159. Then you debit yourself at each assizes with the sums not paid? — I 
credit myself with the gross amount of the discharged presentments, but I debit 
myself with any that remain unpaid. 

1160. Docs it appear on the face of your account? — It does. 

1161. M.t. F. French.'\ What check do you keep upon the repayment of the 
monies borrowed from the Commissioners of Public Works ? — I keep a separate 
account for every loan, and when they give me a receipt, I see that they have not 
charged too much for interest or otherwise. 

1162. Doyou think it necessary to examine their calculations, and satisfy your- 
self of their correctness? — I do. 

1163. Have you ever discovered any error? — 1 have discovered they have been 
wrong in their calculations of interest. 

1 1 64. Wliat is the general amount of the compulsory presentments in your 
county? — The last half yearly levy at the spring assizes was 9,337/. 17^, 2d. 
out of 14,819/. 9^. 7 d, directed to be raised. 

1165. Has the amount of these compulsory presentments increased of late 
years? — Very much. 

1166. To what do you attribute that increase? — The police is the chief item 
of expense, and the levies for great public works, such as the lunatic asylum, 
court-houses, bridewells, cholera hospitals, &c. Dispensaries is another great 
item. The expenses of prosecutors also are much greater than they used to be. 

1167. W hat do you consider has been the effect of this increase as to the appli- 
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cation of the money levied; has it diminished the amount laid out in making and 
repairing roads? — It has, for the county could not afford to lay out so much for 
the making and repairing roads, when they had so many compulsory presentments 
to provide for. 

1168. You mentioned the police as the item which chiefly caused the increase 
of expense ; previous to the establishment of that force, can you give the Com- 
mittee any idea what the sum paid for the support of the police in Roscommon 
amounted to? — I have heard about 500/. or 600/. a year. 

1 1 6q. What is the amount now ? — It is nearly 5,000 /. 

1170. Do you mean that is the proportion paid by the county or the whole 
amount ?— I mean that is the proportion paid by the county. 

1171. At what time do you receive the county cess from the barony collectors? 
— Two days previous to the assizes is the time they are bound to pay; they some- 
times do pay it in, but sometimes not until the assizes have began. 

1172. In what manner is it paid generally? — I have received as much as 6,000/. 
in silver alone, and the balance mostly small notes. I never know what it is to get 
a 100/. note. Some collectors may get an order on Dublin from a bank by going a 
distance for it, but they generally bring it in hags full of silver, copper and small 
notes. 

1 1 73. Is there ever any difficulty in the collection ? — No, except in the case of 
waste lands, where there can be no distress found upon the lands. 

3174. Hew is that provided for? — The collector makes an affide.vit, and the 
Grand Jury put a special levy upon that land to provide for it. 

1175. What is the mode of applotment of the county cess in your county? — 
We applet by the hundred acres. 

1 1 76. Is that the case in other counties ? — No. In Waterford they applet by 
the ploughland ; in Leitrim by the townland, and in Cork by the acre. 

1177. What do you mean by applotting by the hundred acres, and by whom 

is it done? — I applot the money by the hundred acres; for instance, in the barony 
of Athlone, in the county of Roscommon; in that barony there are 48,483 acres, 
which at6/. 35. per 100 acres, makes 3,005 /. 8 5. 10 </., and the amount 

of presentments upon that barony, and its proportion to the countv at large, amounts 
to 3,005 /. 2 s. 5l d. which is as near as possible the amount to be levied, and I 
issue my warrant accordingly. 

1178. Chairman.'] Is the warrant issued to the collector or high constable 
generally to levy that sum of 3,005 /. off the barony? — Yes, that has been the habit 
always in our county. 

1179. Your warrant does not descend lower than the barony? You do not 
specify the sum to be levied out of each parish }■ — No, in Roscommon we do not. 
I understand the law officers of the Crown have given their opinion that it should 
be applotted on each townland. If so, it will increase the trouble of our office 
very much indeed. I have brought with me an alphabetic list of the townlands 
in the county of Roscommon, which amounts to 1,363, and I understand the warrant 
for each barony will have to specify the number of townlands, and the proportion 
of the levy to be applotted upon each. 

1180. How do you ascertain at present the proportion of the sum to be levied 
off the county at large, which is borne by each barony? — The amount upon the 
county at large at the last assizes was 9,171 /. 125. 9f d. and the barony of Ros- 
eommon has 31,911 acres in it; I say if 190,372 acres, the total number of acres of 
the whole county, gives 9,171/, 12 5. 9ft/. what will 31,911 acres, the number in 
that barony, give. 

n8i. You ascertain it by the number of acres ? — Yes. 

1182. Upon whom does the duty of afterwards subdividing that among the 
townlands fall? — It falls upon the high constable in Roscommon. 

1183. Under what Act of Parliament? — I do not know of any Act; I have 
followed that usage. 

1184. Are there any persons ever appointed to applot the amount? — I never 
heard, in the county of Roscommon ; it is not the usage in that county. 

1 1 85. How then does each individual ascertain the sum which is to be paid by 
him ? — He knows how much land he has, and it is easy to see what proportion that 
bears to the sum to be raised off the hundred acres. 

1186. Mr. Longfield.] Does every 100 acres pay the same amount in each 
barony : — No ; the different baronies pay according to the amount of the present- 
ments upon that barony, and then there is the proportion to the county at large. 

1187, Mr. 
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1187. Mr. F. French-I Docs every 100 acres in the same barony pay the same 
amount, whether they, be good, bad or indifferent? — Yes. 

1188. Have the comities any power to borrow money for public works from 
private individuals upon the security of the rates? — I am not aware that they have 
any such power. 

1 1 89. If such a power were given, do you think money could be obtained upon 
more advantageous terms than you get it at present from the Government ? — • 
3 think it could ; in our county we have been paying five per cent, for the money 
borrowed from the Government for public works. They cannot have better 
security than a mortgage of the presentment ■, the interest is paid as regularly as 
in the public funds, and I am sure we could get money enough at less than 
five per cent. The Government pay three per cent, and they charge us five, and 
therefore they make a profit of it, which I do not think they ought to do in the 
case of public works. 

1190. Chairman.'\ Do you conceive that the provisions of the 43 Geo. 3, for 
borrowing money in that way are not at present effective? — There has not been 
any money borrowed under that Act in our county. 

I J91. In Roscommon is the clerk of the Crown resident ? — No. 

1 1 92. How does he provide for that part of his duty which requires him to keep 
an office ? — The person who acts as deputy clerk of the peace acts for the clerk of 
the Crown also, and he keeps an office open. 

1193. Is the clerk of the peace for Roscommon resident in the county? — No. 

1194. Do you happen to know what is the sum paid to the deputy by the clerk 
of the Crown and clerk of the peace for Roscommon ? — I do not. 

1195. Mr. F. French.'] What is the amount of the expenses of prosecutors 
which is paid by the county? — Somewhere about 800?. per annum, including 
assizes, special commissions, and the several quarter sessions, the expenses of which 
have very much increased of late. 

1196. What is the amount of gaol guards ? — About 200?. at least. 

1 1 97. What is the amount paid by the county of Roscommon for the transmis- 
sion of convicts ? — I think about 100?. a year at least. About three years ago the 
military were taken off the gaol guard, and the expense of guarding the gaol put 
on the county. 



Edward Roberts, Esq., Treasurer of the County of Waterford ; Examined. 

1 198. Chairman.] WHAT is the method of applotting the county cess in Water- 
ford ? — The treasurer applets by the ploughland, half a ploughland, one-fourth, or 
one-eighth of a ploughland, and issues his warrant distinguishing each of these 
■denominations, and how much each is to pay. It is then competent for any person 
in either of these denominations, after having got the notice from the barony col- 
lector, to call a vestry under the 36 Geo. 3, and to have an applotment made of 
the quantity of ground in that denomination. 

1 1 99. Does the term “ ploughland” mean any definite number of acres ? — No. 

1200. Does the proportion vary to any considerable extent? — Very consider- 
ably. 

1201. Will you mention the highest and the lowest? — In one barony the 
smallest ploughland is about 148 acres, and the largest in the same barony is 9,000 
acres, and each of these ploughlands pay the same sum as the amount of its 
taxation. 

1 202. Mr. Veseyr\ Does the number of acres in the ploughland vary according 
to the value of the land ? — Not at all. 

1203. Then it is a mere accidental division ? — Merely accidental ; we have no 
trace how it originated. 

1204. Chairman^ What decides the question whether the treasurer shall applet 
upon the ploughland one-half or one-fourth of the ploughland ? — Custom, without 
uny other authority. 

1205. Mr. Vesey.] Does the number of acres in a ploughland vary according 
to the number of acres in a barony ? — No. 

1 206. Mr. F. FrenchP\ Do you agree in the possibility of uniting the offices of 
treasurer and high constable advantageously to the public? — I do. 

1207. Will you state your reasons for thinkiug the offices could be united, and 
explain the saving you think might take place? — The mode adopted at present by 
the treasurer is to issue his warrant for the collection of a certain sum off each 
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E.Jlottris, Esq. barony, distinguishing the denominations off which it is to be raised, withlhe 

proportions each has to pay ; the warrant is directed to the barony collector, and 

31 Muy 1836. barony collector issues notices to a person in each of those denominations to 
pay the amount to him ; and I think it is quite competent for the treasurer to issue 
those notices himself, and receive from each of those individuals in each of those 
denominations, in the same manner as the barony collector now does; and if the 
treasurers were paid what has been stated by the treasurer for Roscommon, four 
per cent., there would be a saving of almost the entire of the present salaries of 
the treasurers to the public. 

1 208. Have you ever had any conversation with other county treasurers upon the 
subject? — I have, lately. 

1209. Did they agree with you in this view ? — They did. 

1210- Chairman.] How many baronies are there in Waterford? — Seven. 

1211. How many are there in the county of Cork? — Twenty-two. 

1212. Do you conceive that the treasurer would be able to do his business either 
in Waterford or Cork in person, or must he do it by deputy? — So far as Water- 
ford is concerned, I think he could do it in person, because the barony collectors 
now do it in person. I believe the law at present is, that a deputy cannot distrain, 
the collector must do it in person. 

1213. Is there not a collector for each barony in Waterford ? — There is. 

1214. Is there any instance of two baronies being united under one collector? 
— No; but 1 know the collection of the whole county is generally made in two or 
three weeks. 

1215. Is the county cess brought in by the collectors? — ^It is, in general. They 
appoint days in the different little towns near them, and it is brought in to them. 

1216. Do you conceive that if it was thrown upon one individual to collect, 
there might be great inconvenience to some parts of the county from the time at 
which they are now obliged to pay it in, that is, immediately before the assizes ? — * 
I think, by the treasurer appointing different days to be in different places, in the 
same manner as the collectors of excise do now for the receipt of taxes, quit-rents 
and other things, it might be as effectually done. 

12x7. Is not the collector of excise allowed to charge fees for distraining? — 
Whenever he distrains he charges 10 ^. 

1218. Do you conceive the county treasurer or collector of the county rates has 
the power of charging any such fee? — He has, when he distrains. 

1219. Under what Act of Parliament is that? — The 36 Geo. 3 . 

1220. What has he power to charge ? — One shilling in the pound. 

1221. If the sum to be paid were very small, would not that fee be quite 
inadequate to the trouble of distraining? — I think it would. 

1222. Mr. F. French.] But the sum could not be very small, because if he 
drives, he drives for the townland? — Certainly, supposing he gets no applot- 
ment. If he gets an applotment, he is obliged to collect by the smallest denomi- 
nation in that applotment. 

1223. Then, in the event of getting an applotment for a small proportion, it 
would not pay his expenses? — No ; but he must do it notwithstanding. 

1224. Is it usual for him to getau applotment? — There are many cases where! 
have known the collector get an applotment, but it is not usual. It is in the power 
of the cess payers to give him an applotment under that Act if they choose. 

1225. Chairman.] Are you aware whether he always calls for it? — He gives 
30 days’ notice to that effect. 

1226. Mt. JepJiHOn!] Are you aware whether the regularity of payment of the 
baronial collections is the common system in Ireland ? — I cannot say in Ireland 
generally, but it is the case in the county of Waterford, and I believe in the neigh- 

p touring counties. 

1227. Cork being one of the neighbouring counties, can you state from your 
own knowledge whether the barony collectors are able to appoint particular days 
for the receipt of their monies, and the monies are brought regularly on thosedays ? 
— I cannot say. 

1228. Are you aware that the barony constables are in the habit of taking the 
payment from farmers, accommodating them by taking it at fairs, and in the most 
convenient mode in which it can be collected ? — I am not aware. 

1229. Are they not always obliged to have collectors to go from farm to farm ? 
— Not in the county of Waterford, 

1230. Can 
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1230. Can you state whether that is the case in the county of Cork?— I 
cannot. 

1231. If such were the case in the county of Cork, that the harony constables, 
so far from having those facilities which you mentioned in the county of Waterford, 
were obliged to have collectors, and these collectors were obliged to accom- 
modate themselves to the necessities of the farmers ; in the way they receive the 
money, would it be possible for a person residing in the centre of a county to collect 
the applotment for so large a county as Cork without infinite risk to himseff ?— I 
do not think it would be competent to him to do so. 

1 232. Chairman.'] Are the collectors in your neighbourhood ever in the habit of 
advancing the money for those who are unable to pay ?— I believe not. 

1233. Has your attention ever been drawn to the propriety of uniting the offices 
of clerk of the Crown and clerk of the peace? — Never. 

1234. Is the clerk of the Crown for Waterford resident in that county? — No. 

1235. How does he provide for that part of the Act of Parliament which requires 
him to keep an office open? — He has no office open except at the assizes. The 
clerk of the peace has always an office open when any business of the clerk of the 
Crown is transacted. 

1 236. What becomes of the examinations in cases of felony between assize and 
assize ? — I cannot say. 

1 237. Have you any suggestion to offer to the Committee upon the subject of the 
county coss ? — I am not aware of any thing more than the great grievance that in 
many instances exists by the great disproportion in the collection of the county 
cess. 



Marti.% 7® die Junii, 1836. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Sir Robert Ferguson. 1 Captain Jones. 

Mr. Longfield. ! Mr. Jephson. 

Mr. Vesey. f Mr. livelyn Denison. 

SIR ROBERT FERGUSON in the Chair. 

Mr. John Craig, Clerk of the Peace for the County of Down, called in ; 
and Examined. 

1238. Chairman.] HOW long have you been clerk of the peace for the county 
of Dowm? — I have been in the office since the month of July 1810. 

1239. execute that* office in person ? — I execute it in person, by my 
son also, who is included with me, and by a deputy. It requires the three of 
us, with assistance very often. 

J 240. Are you in business as a practising solicitor ? — I am. 

1241. Are you constantly resident in the county of Down? — Yes, except 
when in attendance in Dublin during the law terms and sittings after. 

1242. What was the former mode of payment of the clerk of the peace? 
— Ill criminal business the persons who are tried and convicted paid their own 
fees ; the fees of those who were acquitted and discharged were paid by the 
county, at least such sum as the grand jury thought proper, on an affidavit 
being submitted to them by the clerk of the peace, showing the number of per- 
sons that had been acquitted and discharged. 

1243. Under what Act was that? — Forty-ninth Geo. 3, c. 101. 

1244. Do you know how they were paid previously to that Act? — ^No, I do 
uot ; that Act passed before I came into the office. 

1245. When was that mode of payment changed ? — In 1823, by the 4 Geo. 4. 

1246. In what manner did the 4 Geo. 4. provide for the payment of clerks 
of the peace? — It gave a fixed salary for all sums that had been theretofore 
paid by grand jury presentments. 

1247. Wliat is the amount of the salary? — Tlie salary in the county of 
Down is ^0?. late Irish currency, or 369/. 4^. 7|d. present currency. 

1248; What are the duties performed by the clerk of the peace ? — The 
various duties relative to the discharge of the criminal business at the quarter 

°*7*‘ L 4 sessions 
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sessions (there are four sessions towns in the county of Down ; the sessions are 
held in each twice a year) , entering and attending the hearing of appeals from 
conrictions had before magistrates for different offences, and from orders made 
by the magistrates for pajment of servants’ wages, and for the discharge of 
apprentices, and for other matters over which magistrates have a summary 
jurisdiction, attending the registration of freeholders for the county and voters 
lor boroughs, preparing lists of the applications to register from the notices 
delivered m previous to the sessions, and getting same printed and posted in 
several towns in the county ; also getting the registry of freeholders of the 
county and voters of the borough for the preceding year printed ; taking 
down the orders of the magistrates for granting certificates to persons entitled 
to spirit licenses ; copying the lists, preparatory to the sessions, of the appli- 
cations for licenses, transmitting copies thereof to the clerks of each of the 
petty sessions (18 in number in the county of Down), and makmg a copy for 
the court, from which the names of the applicants are called over ; entering the 
names of persons appointed to the police ; transmitting a list of them to the 
proper officer ; taking down orders approving of persons to deal in and 
sell gunpow'der, and sign certificates of such approval ; filing notices of per- 
sons applying for license to keep arms, and preparing the license for the 
signature of the magistrates ; taking down the appointments of appraisers 
and arbitrators under the Trespass Act ; discharging certain duties under the 
Replevin Act, and the Act for lighting, cleansing and repairing towns, &c. 
in case of appeal to the quarter sessions ; discharging certain duties under the 
Act for valuing Lands for the County Cess, and the Act for settling the Boun- 
dary Lines as marked out in the Ordnance Survey ; making out orders for 
the payment of prosecutors’ expenses in prosecutions in cases of felony when 
ordered by the court. These, as far as I recollect, are the duties perfbnned 
previous to and at the court of (quarter sessions, with the additional duties under 
the Civil Bill and Ejectment Acts. After the sessions the clerks of the peace have 
to return a list of the estreats to the Court of Exchequer. They have also to 
keep a register of friendly societies, charitable loan societies and savings banks, 
and to discharge the duties relating thereto respectively ; they have also to keep 
the charters of manor courts and seneschal court books, to file bonds from 
seneschals and pound k^pers, to register certain houses of worship when 
required, and make returns thereof once a year to the bishop of the diocese, 
to attend elections for Members of Parliament, and to appoint deputies to 
attend thereat, and to attend elections for the treasurer of the county, and for 
coroners when required ; to keep rolls for entering the names of Roman 
Catholics who take the oaths of qualification, entering the same into a book, 
and to return the original roll into the Court of Chancery once a year ; to keep 
a roll for entering the names of deputy lieutenants ; to keep a register of trees 
and of arms, and discharge the other duties relating thereto respectively; to 
file and keep the books required under the Tithe Million Act, and to give copies 
or extracts of those books when required ; to keep contracts and other docu- 
ments for public works ; to issue precepts to the high constable and collectors 
of county cess ; to return the lists of persons liable to serve as jurors ; to attend 
at speciad sessions to have those lists revised, and to submit those lists to the 
magistrates for that purpose, and when the lists are approved of and signed by 
the magistrates, to make out the jurors’ book for the sheriff, which contains 
the list of jurors both for assizes and quarter sessions. They have also to make 
out an account of fines upon convictions had before magistrates, stating the 
magistrates’ names, parties fined, the sums paid, and the offences for which the 
fines have been imposed, and to what infirmary or public charity the monev has 
been ordered to be paid, to post same on the doors of the court-house, and have 
same printed in a newspaper published in the county. There are also returns 
to be made to Government annually of the appointments of deputy lieutenants 
for the county, and of the number of persons tried at quarter sessions who had 
been committed to gaol, specifying the offences with which they had stood 
charged, and whether acquitted or convicied, and how disposed of ; also to make 
returns of the notifications of qualifications of officers for militia regiments to 
the colonel of the regiment OJ' custos of the county, and to cause the appoint- 
ments to commissions for officers to be published in the Gazette, and to enter 
such notifications of qualifications on a roll kept for the purpose. To these are 
to be added various other returns made from time to time to Government and 

Parliament ; 
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Parliament; and I beg_ to state there are many of the duties I have specified Mr. .hfm Craig. 
for which no fee or remuneration whatever is allowed. 

1249. Have the duties which devolve upon the clerk of the peace been in- ^ 
creased or diminished since 1823? — I consider they have been increased. 

1250. In what manner do you conceive they have been increased? — By the 
duties under the Replevin Act, the Act for valuing Lands for the County Cess ; the 
Act settling the Boundary Lines of the Parishes and Townlands, and the Act for 
lighting and cleansing Towns ; by making out the jurors’ book ; by printing and 
publishing the lists of fines or convictions had before magistrates, where the 
fines are ordered to be paid to the infirmary or other charitable institution; by 
publishing lists of notices of applications for registering freeholders for the 
county and voters for boroughs, and lists of applications for spirit licenses ; 
by the duties respecting appointments of deputy lieutenants, and by the dutie.s 
under the Tithe Million Act. These appear to rne to be new duties since 1823. 

1251. Is tlie duty with reference to the criminal business increased or di- 
minished? — I think in the year 1827 there had been a greater number than 
latterly tried. In the year 1827, there appears to have been 637 persons tried; 



In 1828 


_ 


- 443 


In 1832 


. 


- 384 


1829 


- 


- 522 


1833 


- 


- 407 


1830 


- 


- 433 


1834 


- 


- 422 


1831 


- 


- 384 


1835 


- 


- 380 



1252. Then upon the whole there has been rather a diminution? — Of late 
there has been rather a diminution. 

1253. 3^0 you think that the summary jurisdiction given to magistrates in 
assault cases has caused a diminution? — I cannot exactly say it has ; I think 
it has made very little difference in the county of Down ; the average number 
of criminals tried for the last nine years appear to be about 434, and for the 
last six years about 403, and for the last three years about 401. 

1254. Is there much expense thrown upon the county now, with reference to 
the publication of notices to register the spirit licenses ? — There is no expense 
with respect to spirit licenses thrown upon the county that I am aware of, be- 
cause I conceive the clerks of the peace are bound to copy the lists of applica- 
tions ; for tlie printing is not, in my humble opinion,’ provided for by the 
statute. 

125,5. Is it not generally done in other counties? — I cannot say it is in any 
county from my own knowledge, but I have heard it has been done in one. 

1256. Printing and posting? — ^No, printing only. 

1257. What notices do you give of those persons w'ho arc applicants for 
spirit licenses? — I make out a hst of all the applicants, with the requisite 
addition, and then I make out a copy of the list for each of the petty sessions, 
18 in number, and I transmit these to the clerks of the petty sessions at my 
own expense. 

1258. Could not the transmitting of these lists, posting the notices, applica- 
tions to register, and the delivering of the precepts for jurors to the high con- 
stable, be done by the constabularj% without any expense either to the clerk of 
the peace or to the county ? — I think they could with more security, for I am 
very often obliged to employ people to discharge those duties whom I would 
rather not employ. I should rather have a better class of persons to do it ; 
I should rather pay the constabularj’' to do it, than employ the persons I have 
to send. 

1259. Mr. Veserj.] The cross posts in the county of Down are very incon- 
venient? — Some of them are, and very few of the constables or cess collectors 
ever think of attending the post-office. 

1 260. Tliereforc you are obliged generally to send these things by messengers, 
and it is hot possible, even though you couceive it might be cheaper for you 
to transmit them generally tlrrough the post-office ? — I wish to draw a line of 
distinction here ; the county pays for jurors’ lists, and they are hound to present, 
I conceive, for delivering the precepts. It might he much better if they were 
sent by the constabulary ; but with regard to the spirit licenses, I transmit 
them at my own expense. ITie posting of the lists of voters is, I believe, also 
paid for by the county. 

1261. And therefore you conceive, as they must be transmitted by messen- 
gers, the constabulary are the most proper persons through whom the lists may 

M be 
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Mr. John Craig, be transmitted? — -Yes, I think they might be very well able to do it, for in the 

county of Down they have very little to do ; but at all events the distance is very 

7 June 1836. ghort if they are sent from one station to another. 

1262. Chairman.] You think the constabulary could do it without interfering 
with their regular duty ? — I do. 

1263. Mr. Vesey.] At each petty sessions town there is a police station ? — 
I believe so. 

1264. And therefore the transmission can be from one post to another? — 
It can. 

1265. No matter what distance the petty sessions town may be ftxim the 
town in which you reside? — Yes, I think so ; some of them are upwards of 20 
miles distant from the county town, and those could be sent by the constabulary 
from one police station to another, and I do not think it would interfere with 
their duties. 

1 266. Chairman.] Do you mean that answer to extend, with respect to the 
posting by the police, the lists for registering the voters? — I do. 

1267. That they can also post them without interfering with any duties?— 
Yes. 

1268. You have stated there are returns, you are called upon to make some 
of these annual returns required by the Acts of Parliament, and others called 
for by the Lord Lieutenant and the Houses of ParMament ; do you not think it 
would be but fair that in cases where these returns are called for by the Govern- 
ment and the two Houses of Parliament, they should be paid for out of the funds 
of the State ? — I do. I have felt it very hard, though Thave not thought it right 
to make any complaint. In the month of March I was called upon to make 
a return of the registry of arms within certain periods ; that return contained 
the names of the persons registered, their residences, and the number and 
description of arms registered, and as well as I recollect, contained upwards of 
660 names, the copying of which of course occupied some time, and I thought 
it hard enough that I should get no remuneration for it. 

1269. Can you give the Committee a return of the number of persons regis- 
tered in the county of Down ? — I think I can very nearly. 

1270. Have you any return of the number and class of voters at different 
times extracted from the return made to Parliament? — The numbers on the 1st 
January 1829 were — 

10,775 - - _ _ . 40s. freeholders. 

176 20^. — 

713 50^. — 

11,664 



On the 1st January 1830, they stand thus: — 

1,018 ----- lOl. freeholders. 

252 - - - - - 201 — 

720 - - - - - 50/. ~ 



1,990 



On the 1st January 1833, there were registered : — 

1,902 , _ . - _ 10/. freeholders. 

338 20/. — 

887 50/. — 



3,127 



At present the registry contains upwards of 3,300 names ; that, as I have said, 
relates entirely to the county. There are also two boroughs which I have charge 
of, Downpatrick and Newry; Downpatrick contains upwards of 550, and Newry 
upwards of 1,300 names. 

127J. What was the fee paid upon the registration of voters in January 1830? 
— I believe 2s. 6d., but by the present law it is only Is. 

1272. Do you consider that the duties of attending the registration and 
elections as a portion of your duty which you consider onerous, and for which 

you 
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you are not sufficiently remunerated ? — I consider it a portion of my duty, for 
wiiicli I am not at all remunerated. 

1273. Can you give the Committee any idea of the portion of time it takes 
the clerks to list the names before each registry sessions ? — I think a clerk could 
copy about 200 names, ^sHth the requisite additions, a day, and I should tliink 
he must he very busily employed, but it would also require some time to arrange 
the names for copying. 

1274. You think 200 names as much as a clerk could copy? — I think it is, 
with the necessary additions, as much as you could expect upon an average. 

1 275. How many registrations are there in the year ? — We have only registra- 
tions at quarter sessions now, formerly they were by adjournment ; we have 
eight sessions. 

1276. What do you consider to he tlie average number of names for which 
notices are served previous to every sessions ? — In some instances very few, 
perhaps not a dozen. 

1277. During the last year how many persons should you suppose have had 
to register ? — I should suppose not 200 ; hut all the persons who give notice do 
not attend to register. 

1278. Then the total amount of extra duty beyond your proper official duty 
has been the copying out the 200 names ? — ^No ; there is the attendance upon it. 
There is copying and comparing and getting the. lists printed and posted. There 
is a great deal of duty to perform. 

1279. Would not a week’s work of the clerk do all those duties? — A week’s 
work of a clerk would do all the duties for the number I have mentioned. 

1 280. Do you mean a week’s work at each quarter sessions, or a week during 
the year ? — Not for the year, for we have a list of the register of voters for the 
preceding year to make out in the month of January, which includes the whole 
year. 

1281. Do you mean to say the whole of your registration duties for a year for 
the county of Down would, if brought together at one period, take up eight weeks’ 
entire work of a clerk? — Some years it might take up more, and some less. 

1282. Supposing all these duties for one year were brought into one period, 
what is the amount of the time of the clerk, working at the average rate, which 
would be occupied by those registration duties ? — I have already said a clerk 
could copy about 200 names a day ; it would be according to the number of 
names the time he would be occupied. 

1283. Do you consider, supposing all the requisites were gone through as 
to notices, publication, comparison and so forth, that the time of attendance at 
sessions is a matter of much importance to the clerk of the peace ?— I should not 
say of much importance. 

1284. Do you consider attending contested elections is a matter of some 
importance ? — I do ; but the attendance at elections not contested I do not t hin k 
any trouble. 

1285. Mr. Vesey.l What is your duty in attending contested elections ?—My 
duty is more to answer any questions which may he asked about the records than 
any other, because I appoint deputies to attend the elections ; I have a superin- 
tending duty. 

1286. Your duty at contested elections, besides being there to answer ques- 
tions, is that you must be also ready to produce the records of the county, such 
as affidavits of registry ? — Yes ; they are handed to the deputies in the morning, 
but I take care to have them locked up at night. 

1287. And all the proceedings attending those contested elections, and all 
papers and records relating to them, are you bound to keep in safe custody? — 
Certainly ; I consider myself responsible for them. 

1288. So that in case of a petition to Parliament, or \S'henever they are sub- 
sequently called for, you are able to produce tliem ? — Yes. 

1 289. You say during the time of these contested elections you are obliged to 
appoint deputies? — Yes. 

1290. Are they remunerated in any way? — They are allowed 10 s. a day by 
statute. 

1291. By whom?~.By the candidates. 

1 292. Are you or your deputies remunerated for the trouble you or they take 

the candi(^tcs at the elections? — -I receive no remuneration, nor do I know 

what iny deputies receive. Tlie persons appointed deputies for that purpose arc 
M 2 not 
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7 June 1836. 



not connected with the office of clerk of the peace in any way ; they get 10s. a 
day from the candidates, but I myself receive nothing. 

1293. Mr. Jephson.] Did you feel yourself bound, previous to the appoint- 
ment of Crown prosecutor, to conduct all prosecutions which were not otherwise 
conducted? — Yes, I did consider it my duty to do so, but it was very seldom 
necessary, for they generally employed a person themselves. 

1294. Then you cannot say you have been relieved from any duty in conse- 
quence of the appointment of Crown prosecutor ? — No, I do not think I have. 

1295. Chairman.] Can you state the number of persons who are licensed to 
sell spirits in the county of Down, or have been licensed for some years past ? — 



In the yeaf 1830 the number appears to be - . _ 1,233 

1831 1,236 

1832 1,211 

1833 627 

1834 960 

1835 - - 1,015 



1296. Can you account for the number in 1833 being so small in proportion 
to the others ? — I think I can ; I have some reason to think the excise officers 
granted licenses without the certificates of the clerks of the peace, 

1297. Did you conceive the number was not really less ? — I conceived the 
number was not less. 

1298. Are the number of applications for spirit licenses greater than the 
number of those who are licensed? — They are. 

1 299. Can you state the number of notices and of licenses granted and refused 
for five years past ? — The following is a list : 

Applications for Spirit Licenses in tlie County of Down, at the uudermeutioned 
Sessions : 



Down, 14th October. 




1834. Newry, 7th April. 




Number of Notices - 


67 


Number of Notices - 


44 


Number granted - 22 




Granted - - 20 




Refused - - 10 




Refused - "13 




— 


32 


— 


33 


Did not appear - 


25 


Did not appear - 


11 


Newry, 21st October. 




N. T. Ards, 17th June. 




Number of Notices - 


77 


Number of Notices 


26 


Granted - - 32 




Granted ~ ~ 7 




Refused - - 16 




Refused - - 13 




— 


48 


— 


20 


Did not appear - 


29 


Did not appear - 


6 


N. T, Ards, 28tb Dec. 




Hillsbro’, 23d June. 




Number of Notices - 


71 


Number of Notices - 


19 


Granted - ~ 32 




Granted - • 6 




Refused - - 24 




Refused “ - 5 




— 




— 




Did not appear - 


15 


Did not appear - 




Hlllsbro’, 3d January. 




Down, 13th October. 




Number of Notices - 


53 


Number of Notices - 


55 


Granted - - 38 




Granted - "34 




Refused “ - 9 




Refused - - 1 1 




— 


47 


— 


45 


Did not apjiear - 


6 


Did not appear - 


10 


Down, 31st March. 




Newry, 21st October. 




Number of Notices - 


6J 


Number of Notices - 


87 


Granted - - 14 




Granted - - 25 




Refused - - 25 




Refused - - q8 




— 


39 


— 


53 


Did not appear - 


12 


Did not appear - 


34 
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1835. N. T. Ards, -29th Dec. 1834. 




Number of Notices - 
Granted - -15 

Refused - • 4 


29 


— 


19 


Did not appear - 


10 


Hiilsbro’, 3d January. 




Number of Notices - 
Granted - - 18 

Refused - - 13 


41 


! 


31 


Did not appear - 


10 


Down, 30th March. 




Number of Notices - 
Granted - - 12 , 

Refused ” " 7 


30 


— 


J9 


Did not appear - 


11 


Newry, 6th April. 




Number of Notices 

Granted - - 8 

Refused - - 26 


! 43 


— 


34 


Did not appear - 


9 


N. T. Ards, 23d June. 




Number of Notices - 
Granted - - 14 

Refused “ " 7 


28 


— 


21 


Did not appear - 


7 


Hiilsbro’, 29th June. 




Number of Notices - 
Granted - - 20 

Refused “ “ 7 


35 


— 


27 


Did not appear - 


8 



1835. Down, 12th October. 




Number of Notices - 




Granted - - 36 

Refused - - 12 


48 


Did not appear 


t 


Newry, 20th October. 




Number of Notices - 




Granted - - 25 

Refused - - 16 


41 


Did not appear 


6 


1836. N. T. Ards, 29th December. 




Number of Notices - 




Granted - - 14 

Refused - - 8 


22 


Did not appear 


’’ 


Hiilsbro’, 4th January. 




Number ot Notices - 




Granted - ~ ^7 

Refused - - 1 7 


34 


Did not appear - i 


13 


Down, 28th March. 




Number of Notices - 


45 


Granted - - 24 

Refused - - 12 


36 


Did not appear 


9 


Newry, 4th April. 




Number of Notices - 




Granted - - 18 

Refused - “ 17 


35 


Did not appear 


12 



Mr. John Craig. 
7 June 1836 



1300. Upon what grounds are the applications rejected? — Because tliey are 
in situations where there are already a sufficient number of houses, or froui 
the houses or places where the houses are situate not being considered eligible 
for a public-house. In towns, they generally allow them to take out as many 
as they like, but in the country they do not like to have too many if they can 
help it. 

1301. Is the clerk of the Crown resident in the county of Down ? — He is not. 

1302. How does he provide for that part of his duty which requires him to 
keep an office ? — By a salary, I beheve, to a young gentleman who resides in 
the town of Do^mpatrick. 

*303. Do you know what the salary is he gives him ? — I do not know, I have 
heard 30Z. 

1304. How many days’ attendance during the year does the clerk of the 
Crown give in the county of Down ? — Generally two days previous to each 
assizes, and four or five days for each assizes ; from twelve to fifteen days I 
should think in the w'hole. 

^305* Has the clerk of the peace in Ireland any duties to perform during the 
time of the assizes ? — He has in case of appeals ; he has to attend with the 
securities that have been entered into. 

0-7*- M3 1306. Has 
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1306. Has he any duties to attend to which would interfere with his per- 
forming also the duties of clerk of the Crown ? — ^No, I do not conceive that he 
has, by having sufficient assistance from deputies whom he could intrust with 
the reports. 

1307. Would it require him to keep an additional number of deputies be- 
yond what he has at present? — I do not see that it would of deputies, but it 
would of clerks, during the assizes, and preparing for them. 

1308. Would not the clerks whom he now employs to do his business as 
clerk of the peace he competent to perforai the criminal part of the business at 
the assizes ? — I think they would ; such clerks of the peace as keep two 
clerks. 

1309. Would not the clerk of the peace, if he understood his business, he 
competent to draw indictments, and do the other business of the clerk of 
the Crown ? — I should think so. 

1310. Do you conceive there would be any advantage in uniting the two 
offices ■? — I do not see that there would he any great use in it, except from 
keeping the records of the county in one office. 

1311. Are you aware hovr the clerks of the Crown are paid ? — By a salary ; 
the clerk of the Crown has the same salary as the clerk of the peace, but he is 
paid also by fees. 

1312. Are you aware of any of those fees being paid by the county? — No, I 
am not. 

1 31 3. The fees on prosecutors’ orders, are they not paid by the county ? — Yes, 
they are paid by the county certainly ; that is a fee of one s hillin g, late currency. 

1314. Are not' the fees^ also on. petitions for burnings or malicious injuries 
paid by the county? — I am not aware, 

131.5. Mr. JephsonA What portion of your time is occupied bj’ the peculiar 
duties of your own office at present ? — I cannot take upon me to answer that 
with any degree of certainty, but it requires the attention of myself, my son and 
my deputy, I may say the -whole year round. 

1316. A general attention ? — Yes. 

1317. Supposing it were possible to confine all the duties you have to perform 
to one period of the day, how many hours in the day, upon an average, do 
you suppose it would occupy to perform them? — I could not take upon me 
to answer that question, or to form any opinion at tins moment. 

1318. Do you think you would be actively occupied for more than two hours 
a day upon an average with the duties of your office, supposing they could be 
confined to one period of the day ? — Yes, I should think more than that, but 
I really cannot speak with any degree of certainty ; it is a thing I have not 
turned my attention to, 

1319. Is there any one who can speak upon that subject with more certainty 
than yourself? — ^No, except my deputy, who is always in attendance. 

1320. You are not always in attendance? — No; but my son or myself are 
generally in attendance. 

1321. Do you not find that your duties as clerk of the peace sometimes 
clash with your duties to your clients as attorney ? — I have never found them 
do so. 

1322. Is it not possible to conceive cases where such duties would be found 
incompatible to each other ? — 1 am not aware of any. 

1323. For instance, in the case of a prosecution against a client, whom it 
might be your duty to prosecute on the one hand, and defend on the other ? — I 
should think my official duty paramount in such a case. 

1324. But you might be placed in such a situation as to find your official duty 
come into collision or contact with your private interest ? — I cannot exactly say 
that I should ; I should lose sight entirely of my private feelings. 

1325. If a collision took place you would sacrifice your private interests ? — 
Yes, I would give up my client ; my client would have to go to some other 
person. 

1326. Still that collision would take place? — Yes, in the way the question 
supposes it would. 

1327. Are you aware whether many of the clerks of the peace in Leland are 
placed in a similarly dangerous position of having their private interests and 
official duties clash ? — I tliink there are, in the same way that I am, but I cannot 
consider that as a clashing of duty. 

1328. C/iairman.] 
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'1328. Chairman.'] Have you or any of your partners in business been pro- 
fessionally employed in the registration of voters, in supporting or opposing 
votes? — No, I never have been. They very often come to my office and get the 
affidavit of registry prepared ; great numbers of them do so. 

1329. Mr. .Tephson.] Do you consider yourself bound under the Registration 
Act to fill in the certificates you receive ? — I do. 

1330. Without extra charge? — Yes. If they would rather do it themselves 
than bring it to me, I should not prevent them, but I consider myself bound to 
do it without any additional fee ; some provide themselves with their own 
certificates. 

1331. Do you make a less charge when they provide their own certificate? — 
I do not make any difference. 

1332. Mr. 'Vesey.] In case of the offices of clerk of the peace and clerk of 
the Crown being consolidated, do you conceive the clerk of the peace would be 
obliged to have a greater number of clerks than he employs at present during 
the quarter sessions or at the assizes ? — I think probably one additional clerk 
would do : I think with one smart clerk in addition to the assistants I have, 
I could do the business. 

1333 ' Could you do the business which the clerk of the Crown now performs, 
with one smart clerk? — Yes, with. the assistance I have at present. 

1334. So that, in fact, it would not be an additional expense to the clerk of 
the peace? — Not to me, I conceive, except as to one clerk and stationery. 

1335. There might be an increase of labour 7 *but not much increase of 
expense ? — I think there*would not be much increase of expense. 

1336. So that you think the fees w'hich the clerk of the Crown now gets for 
the business he has to do would amply remunerate the clerk of the peace for 
any increased business he might have to do ? — I would not say that exactly. 

1337. Chairman.] Do you know the amount of the fees paid to the clerk of 
the Crown in the county of Down ? — I do not. 

1338. It appears by the return, that the fees in the year 1832 amount to 
14 H., and in 1833 to 151 1 . ; do you consider that these sums would be a suffi- 
cient remuneration for the additional labour thrown upon persons holding the 
joint offices ? — I should be satisfied with 200 Z. a year as I feel at present ; but 
fees are very fluctuating ; there may be more one year and less another. 

1339. Mr. Fftsey.] Are you aware that the fees would always be proportioned 
to the business that would fall upon you? — Yes, certainly. 

1340. Mr. Longjield^\ Do you think the salary and emoluments of the office 
of clerk of the peace are sufficient to induce a respectable professional man to 
give up his practice for the sake of the office ? — No, I do not. 

1541. Will you state the amount of your salary and emoluments for the last 
five years ? — The amount of the salary and emoluments of iny office for the last 
five years respectively is, I believe, about as follows : — 



For the year 1831 








£. 

722 


4 


d. 

2i 


„ 1832 - 


_ 


- 


_ 


710 


9 


6i 


„ „ 1833 - 


- 


_ 


- 


607 


5 


ei 


„ „ 1834 - 


- 


- 


- 


654 


8 


Si 


„ „ 1835 - 


- 


- 


- 


652 


2 


Si 



1342. Do you consider that would be a sufficient remuneration to induce a 
professional man in full business to give up his private practice, considering 
the necessary expenses of the office ? — I do not. 

1343. Wliat payments do you make as expenses of the office? — I pay iOOZ. 
a year to my deputy, and I pay considerable sums for stationery, travelling and 
other expenses. 

1344. Mr. E. Denison.] Can you state the net amount of your emoluments 
in each year ? — I cannot ; I have kept no account of them. 

1343. The chief deductions are 100 /. a year to your deputy, and your 
travelling expenses ? — Yes, and the expense of hooks and other things. 

1346. Do you keep an office? — Yes, there is an office belonging to the 
county. 

1 . 347 - Upon the whole, you do not think an office of that sort is sufficiently 
well paid to induce a respectable professional man to undertake it? — I do not 
think a respectable professional man in full business would give up his private 
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practice for the office ; there are many men who do not make 20h a year by 
their business, and it would of course be a great object to them ; but I think with 
a respectable man it would not be a sufficient inducement, and as the office of 
clerk of the peace is one of great trust and responsibility, it ought to be held by 
a person of respectability and intelligence and of some talent. I would say that 
respectability is necessarj’^ as a guarantee to the public for the safe keeping of the 
records, and as a guard against abuse of the office by creating new fees or making 
overcharges, or taking bribes for giving up informations, which I have heard has 
been done. 

1348. Mr. Vesej/.] In deciding upon the amount of your salary, were the fees 
you received and the expenses you were obliged to incur taken into account? — 
The amount was settled by Act of Parliament ; I do not know on what principle 
it was adopted. The travelling expenses and living at inns amount to a consi- 
derable sum. 

1349. Chairman.] As the county of Down is a first class county, what was the 
salar}' paid when there was but one clerk of the Crown for the circuit ? — I believe 
350 /. late currency. 

1350. “VSTiat is the salary paid at present — I belive 400 Z. late currency. 

1351. Have there been any additional facilities granted to the county by the 
increase of salary ? — None whatever that I am aware of. 

1352. Is there any thing you wish to add to your evidence? — Yes ; I find I 
forgot to state, as regards the duties to be performed with respect to the registry 
of voters for the county and for the boroughs of Downpatrick and Newry, that the 
substance of the affidavits of registry of voters for the county have to be entered 
in a book that is called the county book, and also in barony books, the entries in 
the barony books being in alphabetical order, and the substance of the affidavits 
of the voters for the boroughs have to be entered in a book kept for each borough. 
I also forgot to state that dockets of customs of fairs and markets are filed and kept 
in the office, and that I have to keep a registry of the names and places of abode 
of persons to whom spirit licenses are granted, with a description of the house 
and premises licensed and the place where situate, and the names, occupation 
and residence of the sureties of such licensed persons. 
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sir Robert Ferguson. 
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Mr. Richard Longficld. 



Mr. Vesey. 

Lord Viscount EhringtOQ. 
Lord Viscount Cleraenta. 



SIR ROBERT FERGUSON in the Chair. 



Daniel Kelly, Esq., Cargins, County of Roscommon, called in ; 
and Examined. 

1353. Chairman^] ARE you a magisti ate, and how long have you been a grand 
juror for the county of Roscommon? — Yes, I am a magistrate, and for 35 years 
I was scarcely ever absent from the grand jury of the county of Roscommon ; I still 
attend. 

1354. Has there been a great change in the amount of the presentments in that 
county Avithin that period ? — There has. 

13.55. Has there been a great change as to the mode of disposing of these 
presentments? — Yes, tliere has. Within that period there has been a very great 
increase of salaries, and a very great increase of compulsory presentments on the 
roads, &c. Generally the cess has been very much increased since I first acted 
as a grand juror for the county of Roscommon. 

13.56. Are you aware how the county treasurer xvas paid previous to the passing 
of the Act of 1805? — Tiic county treasurer had 80Z. a year salary, a per centage 
upon his securities, and the use of the money in his hands. 

1357- Are 
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1357. Are you aware how the clerk of the Crown and the clerk of the peace, 
the sheriffs and the gaoler \rerc paid ? — The clerk of the Crown and the clerk of 
tlie peace were paid by fees on the different prosecutions and different bills of 
indictment. 

135*^- By whom were those fees paid? — By presentments on the counties at 
large. 

13^9. When was the change made which paid them by salary? — In 1823, 
I believe. 

1360. Will you mention the principal county officers who are paid by salary, 
and their respective duties?— There is the treasurer, tlie clerk of the Crown, the 
clerk of the peace, the secretary to the grand jury, the under>sheriff, and the 
coiuity surveyor. Tiiese are the principal officers. There is also the governor of 
the gaol, and the different officers of the gaol, and there are some others, such 
as the judge's crier, and officers of that kind. 

1361. With reference to the county treasurer, what are the duties of that office? 
— The duty of the treasurer is, generally, to pay all presentments as they are 
fiated by the court, and to make out the applotfuents on the different baronies, 
and upon the county at large. He has then to make all returns required by the 
Houses of Lords and Commons. I believe these are the principal duties. 

1362. Do you conceive those duties could be executed by a bank, if there was 
one established in the county town of Roscommon ? — I have no doubt that all the 
money part of the business could be done by the bank, but I have very serious 
doubts whether any bank would undertake the duty of making out the applotments 
and answering all the returns required, and performing all those other duties. 

T)o you see any objection to a bank being employed? — None whatever. 

1364. Mr. Jephson.'] Would you allow every county to select its own bank, or 
would you require that a certain established bank should be selected ? — Certainly 
in the present state of banking in Ireland, I should be very much inclined to say 
the Bunk of Ireland or the provincial bank would be the most proper to select, par- 
ticularly the Bank of Ireland, if they would undertake it, for there is a stability 
in these two banks which is not as yet established in public opinion with the others. 
The others may be equally as good, but people have not the same confidence in 
them. 

1365. Would not there be some danger to counties, in allowing the grand jury 
to select a particular bank in which they choose to place the public money? — 
I should rather be inclined not to give them that power. 

1366. Chairman^ But if the Bank of Ireland or the provincial bank would 
undertake it, yo’u would have no objection to allow the grand jury to make a selec- 
tion between them? — I see no objection. 

1367. Mr. Jephson.'] Would not that be giving a preference in favour of a par- 
ticular bank on the part of the Legislature, by providing tliat they should only 
select one of those two banks? — All I can say is, that I see no objection, provided 
there be ample security, to employ any bank, wdiatever the bank may be. My 
only object in expressing a more favourable opinion of one bank than another is, 
that it affords more ample security. 

1368. What should you consider a sufficient security for a bank to give ? — I refer 
to the security of their general stability. 

1369. Would you require that the bank should give other security, such as 
vesting a certain sum of money in the name of the Aliorney General for the benefit 
of the county, supposing that could be done under the banking laws? — I suppose 
either the bank will do the business on the same security they give the public for 
their notes, or they will not do it at all. I do not think a banker will do it upon 
any other terms. Either the bank itself is sufficient security, or it is not. It is 
quite different in tiie case of the treasurer, he is required to give security, and to 
a certain amount in every county. I think a hanker has given that security already 
in the establishment of the bank, and by l)aying up their shares. 

1370. You have heard of banks failing, have you not? — I am sorry to say I 
have ; a great many have failed in Ireland, 

1371. In tlie case of county treasurers, at present they give either security on 
land or security by means of a transfer of stock ? — Exactly. 

137-^- In either case there is a certain tangible property in case of failure? — 
Certainly. 

1373' security vvould the county have in case of the failure of the bank ? 

T he same security the public have, no other. 

N *374- Then 
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J374. Then in case of the failure of the bank the public would not only incur 
loss in their individual capacity as holders of the notes, but they would also lose 
in their collective capacities as creditors of that bank ? — They would lose in precisely 
the same way as the public would. The stability of the bank is the main question ; 
it is for that reason, because those questions have been a^tated, that I have been 
particular in mentioning the Bank of Ireland, which I think is the best security in 
the country. 

1375. Chairman.\ Do you see any objection to a bank performing the office 
if it is able to give that security ? — No. 

1376. Do you think that security should be called for from a bank which re- 
ceives the Government taxes, the customs and excise ? — I think if you had security 
so much the better, but where the Government are satisfied to take their notes in 
payment of all their duties, and every thing of that kind, it would, perhaps, be too 
much to require any other security ; there could be no objection otherwise to re- 
quiring specific security to be lodged in Bank Stock, or something of that kind. 

/377. Wliat is the salary paid to the clerk of the Crown in the county of 
Roscommon ? — One hundred and sixty-one pounds ten shillings and four-penCe 
halfpenny, half-yearly. 

1378. Are you aware what the amount of his fees are in addition to that? — 
I am not. 

1379. Is he resident within the county ? — No. 

1380. Does he keep an office? — He has a deputy; I think the deputy of the 
clerk of the peace acts for him also. 

1381. Is the clerk of the peace resident within the county ? — No. 

1382. Of what profession is the clerk of the Crown? — I believe he is a 
barrister. 

1383. Does he in person attend at the assizes? — He does. The clerk of the 
peace is an attorney. 

1384. Is he resident within the county? — No. 

1385. Does he attend the sessions? — He does. 

1386. Have they two deputies, or only one? — Only one. 

J 387. The same person acts for both ? — Yes. 

1388. Of what profession is the deputy? — He is not of any profession that I 
am aware of, he merely acts as deputy. 

1389. Is he a mere clerk ? — I consider him nothing else. 

1390. Have you ever heard what he was paid ? — No, I have not. 

1391. Are you aware what are the enactments of the 36 Geo. 3. relative 
to the delivery of a list of presentments to the treasurer, and requiring him to de- 
liver them within a certain number of days after the assizes? — Yes, within four 
days, I think. 

1392. Will you have the kindness to say, looking at the grand warrant, when the 
list of presentments of the summer assizes for 1835 was delivered to the treasurer? 
- — By this book, which is one of the printed books of the county, it appears the levy 
orders of the clerk of the Crown was received by the treasurer on the 28th of 
November, and sent to the printer on the 3d of December 1835. 

1393' When were the assizes held?— On the loth July 1835. 

1394- When were the presentments of the spring assizes 1836 delivered ?~It 
appears by this book that the treasurer received them on the 26th of March 1836, 
and that he sent them to the printers on the 4th of April 1 836. 

1395* Will you state what was the date of holding those assizes ?— The 22d of 
February 1836. 

1 396. So that in one case they were not sent for more than five months after the 
time of holding the assizes, and in the other case they do not seem to have been 
sent in for above a month r — Such appears to be the case by the endorsements on the 
back of the books. 

j397* R ever been brought under your consideration, the propriety of 
uniting the office of clerk of the Crown and clerk of the peace? — No; I have 
heard it talked of, but it has never been brought formally before the grand iury 
of the county. 

1398. Have you ever formed an opinion on that subject?— I am quite satisfied 
in my own mind that, as far as the county of Roscommon is concerned, the duties 
are not too heavy to prevent the two offices being united ; in fact I do not see why 
the clerk of the Crown should not be able to do the duties of clerk Of the peace. 

1399. Is it your opinion that a person well qualified to do the One could be able 

to 
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to do the other r — ^Certainly, I should think so ; there may be, perhaps, more 
nicety required in drawing indictments at the assizes; I see no reason why he 
should not. 

1 400. At any rate, if it was necessary to unite the offices, the clerk of the Crown 
could do the duties of clerk of the peace ? — I think so ; and I have no hesitation 
in saying, that in such case the clerk of the peace is the officer who ought to be 
removed instead of clerk of the Crown in the first instance ; because the clerk of 
the Crown is obliged to be approved of by the law-officers of the Crown, the Attor- 
ney and Solicitor General, as to his ability and competency to perform the duty 
of his office. No such thing is required as to the clerk of the pence. The clerk of 
the peace may be appointed for very different purposes ; he may be appointed for 
electioneering purposes. He is appointed by the custos rotulorum. 

1401. Is the clerk of the peace generally in business as a solicitor or legal agent, 
or have you ever known him in other situations ? — I know the present clerk of 
the peace for the county of Roscommon is an attorney, and in practice as an 
attorney. 

1402. Have you ever known any clerk of the peace employed in practice either 
relative to elections or in any manner relating to the registration of voters in this 
county ? — I have never known him employed at elections except so far as his duty 
as clerk of the peace obliged him to be. 

1403. Is not it a part of his duty to attend with the different documents relative 
to registration : — Certainly. 

1404. Mr. Vcsey.'l Is the office belonging to the clerk of the Crown and clerk of 
the peace in the same house ? — Yes, it is in the county court-house. 

1405. It is not in the same room ? — As well as my memory serves me, they have 
separate offices. 

1406. Are the offices completely distinct? — ^Yes, I think so; but they employ 
the same deputy, who has free access to both offices during the interval from assize 
to assize. 

1407. Chairman.'] How is the secretary to the grand jury paid? — The secretary 
of the grand jury has 92/. 65. 1 d. half yearly ; his salary is 200/. a year Irish. 

1408. What other emoluments has he?— He has fees under the new Act for 
making tenders and recognizances ; but what the amount of those fees are I am 
totally ignorant. 

1409. During what period of the year is he obliged to keep open the office ? — 
1 am not aware of the exact number of days, but I know' the office is open for 
receiving applications for presentments a certain number of days before each 
special sessions. There are special sessions in different districts of the county, and 
the days for receiving applications vary according to the day upon which the ses- 
sions commence, so that he must have his office open for a considerable portion of 
time ; I think fourteen days previous to the commencement of each sessions. 

1410. Do you know whether the secretary of the grand jury finds it necessary 
to keep a clerk? — I am sure he does ; he has also a man in the office to receive 
notices w'lien he and the clerk arc absent. 

1411. Mr. Vesey.] So that ho is obliged to keep two clerks? — He is obliged to 
keep a clerk, and to have some person to receive notices when he and the clerk are 
absent. 

1412. Chairman.] Have you ever considered the subject of uniting the offices of 
treasurer and secretary to tlie grand jury? — Yes. 

1413. And carrying on the fiscal business of the county by means of a grand 
jury committee? — I cannot say that I have ever considered the expediency of 
carrying on the business by means of a grand jury committee. 

1414. What has occurred to you on the subject? — What struck me is this, that 
the secretary of the grand jury should do every part of the business, such as writing, 
makingout the presentments, answering communications from Parliament, ar.d making 
reports. I think this book, which is the regular book discharging the queries for the 
county of Roscommon, handed to a banker, would be a sufficient authority to pay 
the presentments. I would not allow any draft at all upon the bank. There is a 
book of the presentments regularly discharged by the clerk of the Crown and fiated 
by the judge ; and I do not see any difficulty in that book being handed to a hanker, 
and the banker (having it before him) seeing what presentments arc to be paid, and 
paying them accordingly, 

1415. Mr. Jephson.] Are not advances to be made on account of public works? 
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— ^The grand jury may order advances under the new Act on the report of the 
surveyor. 

1416. You would allow the bank to make these advances? — Yes; the con- 
tractor has his document just in the same way from the foreman of the grand jury, 
but I would not give the secretary the slightest power to give checks on the 
bank; the book is quite sufficient in my opinion, and if once you say the secre- 
taries of the different counties shall make orders on the bank, they will' be apt to 
get a fee on every one, and that 1 would not allow ; the treasurer pays all the 
money you see discharged upon that book, and why should not a banker do it 
as well ? 

1417. He gets a receipt? — Yes; I should say nothing can exceed the regularity 
with which the public accounts of Roscommon are kept ; in fact the whole 
question as to whether the office of treasurer ought to be abolished or not, resolves 
itself into this, can you save the treasurer’s salary ? There is no other benefit to 
be derived from it that I know of. 

1418. yir. F. French.] Would you increase the secretary’s salary on account of 
that increase of duty ? — 1 think he is very well paid. 

^ 1419. Do you think he would require an increase of salary ? — 1 am sure he 
himself would wish an increase of salary. The secretary to the grand jury had 
but 80/. a year formerly, he has now 200/. 

1420. Does he not receive as much as 400/. a year salary and fees? — I 
have no knowledge what his fees amount to, I know he is entitled to fees under 
the new Act. 

1421. Mr. Jephson.] Do you consider 400 /. a year too much for the dutv he 
would have to perform ? — I should not consider it too much for the duties he has 
to perform now', and the additional duties that would be thrown upon him if he 
undertook the treasurer's business. 

1422. Mr. Vesey.] You state the salary of the secretary of the grand jury is 
200/. a year, out of that salary he has to pay all the expenses attendant upon 
going to the different special sessions towns?— He has. 

1423. Do you think, supposing the offices of treasurer and secretary to the grand 
jury were united, you could get a respectable person competent to discharge these 
two offices to undertake it at the present salary of the secretary of the grand jui-y ? 
—I think so, including his fees ; but he should not have the paymerit or receipt of 
the public money. 

1424. Supposing the two offices were combined, you do not suppose that he 
could do the duty with one clerk as at present r — I think he would* occasionally 
require an additional clerk. As to the office of treasurer, I have already stated 
.the business is remarkably well done, indeed it cannot be better done ; but I think 
there ought to be an office open to receive the collector’s money. The treasurer’s 
office ought to be open at least one month before every assizes.' 

1425. For what purpose? — I think the treasurer’s office ought to be open at 
least a month before the assizes for the purpose of having a place to pay in the 
money collected by the county collectors ; I know, for instance, as it has happened 
to me fretjuently, there has been scarcely an assize for the last twenty years that 
I have not happened to have from 1,500/. to 2,000/. in my house for three weeks 
or a month together. 1 might be robbed of that money, and the surety of the 
collector would have to pay it. I say it is reasonable if there is an officer to 
receive money, and he has 300/. or 400/. a year for that purpose, instead of .keeping 
it in my house, the collector should have a place to deposit it in. 

1426. That money was deposited with you for safety by the collector? — Yes; 
and I say it should be incumbent on the treasurer that he should have an 
-office open one month before each assizes in order to secure the public property. 
There is not at present in Roscommon any thing of that kind. 

1427. Lord Ehringlon.] Is lliere any bank in Roscommon r— There is a 
bank called the National bank, which was established a short time ago in Ros- 
common. 

1428. Mr. F. French^ Do you consider the appointment of county surveyor 
under the late Act an improvement? — I think it is the greatest improvement by 
far under the late Act; indeed I do not think the new Act has xvorked well in 
Roscommon, but certainly the surveyor’s office is a very useful one as can 
possibly be, particularly in the laying out of new roads, in which he is absolutely 
requisite. Country gentlemen do not know how to do it. 

1429, Do 
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1429. Do you consider the duties which are placed upon him by the Act are 

more than one individual is able to perform It is impossible for any one man to 
do them; I think it is absolutely requisite that he sliould have the power of ao- 
pomting a certain number of deputies ; he cannot be the useful officer he is designed 
to be without those deputies. ° 

1430. And that they should be paid by the county ? — Yes. 

1431. Do you think it would be better to have two surveyors than one surveyor 

with deputies r— I do not think any two men could do the business as it ou«ht to be 
done. ® 

1432. Lord Do you think if there were two surveyors of equal 

powers they might clash, whereas if there Avas one surveyor appoiniina assistants 
there would oe a better principle of unity established r— In my humble judgment 
the beUer way woula be to have a surveyor, as we have at present, and let him 
have dqmties appointed by himself, with a full power of control by the grand 
jury to dismiss those deputies at any time they might misconduct themselves • and 
with those deputies you would have the services of five or six men, or perhaps 
more, for the salary you would have to pay a second surveyor. 

• would put the system under one head, and 

give him an opportunity of carrying his plans into effect by deputies in different 
parts ot the county?— Yes. 

^434- Uy whom should the deputies be appointed ? — By the surveyor. 

1435- Would you have the deputies examined by the Board in Dublin, or would 
you be content to leave it to the county surveyor ?— I do not think you could «et 
men capable of standing the examination which the county surveyors have stood 
nor do I think it would be requisite, for those men would be more like working 
bailiffs. ® 

1436. What salary w'ould you propose for those deputies?— I think 50 1. a year 
would pay them very well, giving them each a district. 

1437. Mow many would you say would be required for the county of Ros- 
common ."—I would have four for the entire of the county of Roscommon. 

1438. That would be an additional expense of 200/. a year ? — Yes • and I am 

satisfied 200/. a year could not be better applied. 

1439. It appears that the outlay upon the roads is 8,000/., so that vou would 
pay 550/. a year to superintend an outlay of 8,000/, ?— I think it requisite for the 
proper expenditure of the money. 

1440. Chairman.] What was the expenditure upon the roads in the countv of 
Roscommon in tlie year 183,5 ?--About 9,000/. 

1441. Independently of new roads /—That does not include new roads paid for 
by instalments, or for Avhicli the Government has lent the money. 

1442. Mr. F. French.] Does it include all other uciv roads ?— Yes. 

1443; You observe, the effect of keeping up the salary of the county surveyor, 
and giving him the number of deputies you propose, would be, that for an outlay 
of about 9,000/. there would be an expense of 5,50/., if you pay 300/. a year to 
the surveyor, 50/. for his clerk, and 200/. a year forfour deputies? — Yes; but the 
surveyor has other duties to perform besides the mere looking after the repairs of 
roads; the additional expense would be only 200/. per annum. 

1444. Chainnan.] Is your county surveyor resident in the county ?— He is. 

1445. Does he take much private business ?— None, that I know of. 

1446. Neither as surveyor or architect ?— No, I am not aware of his doing any 

thing but the btisine.ss of the county. ® ^ 

1447- M*’- Ycv^ej/.] Has the county cess been gradually less subsequently to the 
passing of the last Grand Jury Act T--I think the courtty cess has been increased. 

1448. Is the state of the roads in the county of Roscommon belter since the 
appointment of the surveyor? — I should savtliey are worse. 

. M49\Yo what do you attribute the increase of the county cess subsequent to 
hie passing of the late Act?— There is an increase of salary and compulsory 
'Assessment, and the contracts are, I think, higher. 

.3450. You conceive, though you would increase the salaries upon the imjiroved 
system, and though tiiere would be a number of deputies to go through the country 
to examine and put the roads in a proper state of repair, that ultimately there 
would be a saving to the county, and the cess would be less?~I have not a doubt 
on my mind that if the money were properly kid out which the grand jury presented, 

I would be an ultimate saving to the county ; and I think nothing would lead more 
N3 ° to 
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Dmid KtUy, Esq. to that than the surveyor having deputies under him who would be answerable to 
him for the proper lajing out of the money. 

g June 1836. 14.51. Have vou in your county found any inconvenience with regard to the 

reports the surveyor has to make upon the roads previous to the contractors’ 
presentments coming before the sessions, supposing the contractor could not do the 
works at the specified time ? — I do not believe any contractor can do the work 
within the specified time. 

1452. Then does the surveyor report the works to the sessions as having been 
properly done, and the same if it has not been properly done ? — He has to my 
knowledo-o stopped the salary of some of them in my neighbourhood. 

1453- supposing from accidental circumstances and from illness, or 

from being obliged to labour upon his farm, or from difficulty in getting horses, he 
cannot get the work done within the specified time, does your surveyor in making 
his report to the special sessions take that into account, or does he deal with all 
the contractors in the same way, and not take those accidental circumstances into 
account? — I think the surveyor gives every possible indulgence be can to a person 
who is inclined to do his Aiork. He has in a very fe\v instances stopped their 
presentments altogether. I have known him do so ; but the general anxiety of 
the surveyor is to get the work done though it should be beyond the limit of time. 

1454. In general when he finds a man anxious to do his work he gives that man 
more indulgence? — Certainly. 

1455. Lord Eb 7 'ington.'\ You have stated that the expenses have increased, and 
the roads have been worse since the passing of the late Grand Jury Act?— Such is 
iny opinion. I think so, certainly. 

1456. Why do you attribute that to the operation of the late Act ? — I do not 
know what to attribute it to. I can only state the fact. My opinion of the effect 
of the Act has been, that the main public roads are not as much attended to by 
the cess-payers as they would be by the grand jury, and the private roads, which 
are not of so much consequence, are more attended to, and, therefore, I do not 
think the system works well. 

1457. Lord Clements.'] Do you attribute that bad state of the roads to there 
bein<T no longer an inducement to the parties to put in applications for repairs? — 
I think there are as many applications as ever, but they are not put in for the main 
public roads in the county, as they were under the old system. 

1458. Lord Ebrington.] Will you state what are the particular salaries which 
have been increased under the late Act ?— We have the salary of the surveyor, 
which is new, 300/., and we have the salary to his clerk, 50/. 

1459. Chairman.] What is the amount levied on the county generally in the 

year? T should suppose, upon an average for the last seven year.s, the amount is 

somewhere about 13,000/. half-yearly; from 26,000/. to 27,000/. yearly is levied 
on the county. 

1460. The increase of the salary you have stated is 350/. a year ? — Yes. 

1461. Are those entirely new salary? — Yes. Then there has been an increase 
by the difference between 80/. and 200/. a year to the secretary of the grand 
jury under the Act of 1823, and the salary to the inspector of weights. It is 
stated in the book in my hand, “ The inspector of weights and measures, as a 
remuneration for his trouble, 10/.” That was granted at the spring assizes, 1836. 

1462. Do you consider that the rates for the repair of roads have increased 
under the recent Act?^ — I do. 

1463. In what manner do you consider the recent Act has brought about an 
increase of the rate of repairs? — To elucidate that I must revert to the system of 
tender. I think the road-toakers all combine in the different baronies ; one man 
says to another, “ I will contract for this road and you shall contract for that ; we 
will not oppose each other;” and in that way, the grand jury being obliged to 
accept the lowest tender, there is no competition, and they accept it at a higher 
price than they paid before. 

1464. Lord Ebrington.] Would not there be the same power of combination 
when there was no tender under the old system? — Under the old system the way 
it was done was this; two' persons applied for a presentment, and the applicants 
were called upon to state the sum they w ere willing to repair the road for by the 
perch, and the grand jury had the power under the old system either of rejecting 
that altogether or granting it at a lower rate — cutting it down. Under the present 
system the grand jui-y have no power of altering any thing in a presentment ; they 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




I 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON COUNTY CESS (IRELAND.) 103 



have the power of rejecting it altogether but they cannot cut it down ; and, I think 
if tlie power of cutting it down were restored to the grand jury, it would be very 
beneficial ; for I am sure a great many men would make the roads for much less 
money than they would wish to contract for under the present system. 

1465. Mr. Fes/y.] Do you find that, generally speaking, it is difficult to get 

people to contract for the roads on account of the circumstance alluded to in the 

former part of your examination, viz. the surveyor having the power to stop the 
money if the work was not done within a specified time; and for fear of losinff 
their presentments, is there a holding back of people coming forward to contract? 

No, I ao not think there is a holding back; people are very anxious to get 
contracts. They are generally got by men who are snug farmers. “ 

1466. C^firman.] How would it be possible for the grand jury to have the 

power of reducing the amount, when it had been done by tender Only by the 
Legislature passing a Bill giving them that power. 

J 4 f> 7 - Then you must bring the person before the grand jury, and propose to 
him to do It for something less ?— Yes. 

1468. Or do you propose that the grand jury should have the power of inviting 
any person to do the work? — I think if a man puts in a tender at too high a rate'* 
that would be a very good reason for not giving it him at all. 

1469. Might it not be made a subject of very great abuse, and would it not be 

better not to let him put in a tender, but leave it to the grand jury to select, as 
before .'■—I think if the grand jury w’ere left the power of reducing the present- 
ments, that the tenders would be lower. ‘ 

1470. Would you reduce the amount, or reduce the number of perches?— 
I would give the power of reducing the number of perches, and reducing the price 
also. 1 have known a presentment pass in opposition to the opinion of the sur- 
veyor, he thinking the tender too high, but the grand iury had no power to alter 
it, and they granted it, rather than the work should not be done. 

1471. Lord Ckments.] Do you not think the system under the old law was 
preferable to the system of doing road work by tender?— The system, in the man- 
ner in which the applications are made, I think was preferable under the old law • 
tlm stamps being done away with as they are now ; and I would wish to have all 
athdavils done away with as to roads, as they are at present, for it led to a dreadful 
system of perjury ; I think the form of application was better before than it 
IS now. 



14/2. Mr. i: French.] Do you not know several contracts for keeping roads in 
repair rescinded by the grand jury, on a certificate or statement of the county 
surveyor, that the roads were not kept in the order they ought to be ?— Yes I have 
got some few rescinded myself. ’ 

1473. In cases of that kind, do you not think an officer, such as the count, 

surveyor, to give an opinion upon it is very desirable ?— No doubt. ^ 

1474. Chairman:} Were these contracts rescinded in the certificate of the 

county surveyor, or from your own interference? -On the certificate of the county 
Surveyor, and I have got some rescinded myself. ^ 

1475- Lord Ebrington.'] On the certificate of the county surveyor that the 
p^lfo?med ^ loiproperly performed ?— Yes, not giving a certificate that it was 

1476. Chairman.'] Have the magistrates and cess payers of the county of 
Koscommon taken the trouble of inspecting the roads since the appointment of 
tie county surveyor, or have they thrown that duty almost exclusively on the county 
surveyor r— I can only answer for myself, that I have not. I did take a great deal 
trouble upon the roads about me, and now I leave it to the surveyor. I have 
complained to the surveyor of the state of the roads ; it is always through him 
^at 1 complain. He is the responsible man. It was always considered a aentle- 
an was responsible for the state of the roads in his own immediate neighbourhood 

them after them ; but since he has been appointed, 1 do not look afte^ 

mem in the manner I did. 

Clements.} Do you think the roads arc in a bad state of repair from 
^neglecting to see the contracts are properly performed, or in consequence of 
' * ^4 the 
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the want of the necessary presentments having been made for the repair of those 
roads? — I do not accuse the surveyor ot any neglect; he does his duty; but 
I think it is scarcely possible for him to pay the attention that is requisite from the 
multiplicity of bis business. 

1478. Chainnan.'} If the magistrates and cess payers could be induced to take 
upon themselves the duty of inspecting those roads/ would it not be possible to 
do without those deputy surveyors whom you have proposed? — I do not think that 
vou could point out any mode of doing without them ; what is the business of 
every body is seldom much attended to; if they do their duty, they will in my 
opinion save the county their salary three times over. I am confident money was 
never more wisely expended than in paying' these men, provided they do their 
duty. There were officers formerly similar to those, but they had no one over 
them. They were called “ Conservators.” 

1479. You allude to the conservators of the road? — 'Yes, but what I say is, that 
the surveyor would be responsible for the state of the roads over the whole county, 
and he would have no apology for any neglect on the part of the deputies. 

1480. Mr. F. French.} Have you a board of superintendence for the county 
gaol in Roscommon? — Yes. 

1481. Do you consider them useful? — Yes. 

1482. Will you explain what their duties are? — They provide a great number 
of necessaries for the gaol. The county presents to them a certain sum of money, 
from 200 1 . to 300/. at a time, for the purpose of defraying the incidental expenses 
of the gaol. 

1483. To whom are the sums presented for provisions ? — To the contractor ; 
they are supplied by contract, so much for each prisoner per diem. 

1484. Under whose direction is that contract made ? — The grand jury '.s. The 
way it is done is, the contract is put in in this form : — “ I propose to supply the gaol 
of Roscommon with so much meal, potatoes and milk, for each prisoner per diem, at 
so much per head.” Straw and fuel are proposed for ; the first by the hundred weight, 
the second by the box. Tlien he goes on supplying to the next assizes, and if he has 
expended more than the money that has been presented, there is a remunerating 
presentment at the following assizes to make up whatever the deficiency may be. 

1485. Who looks at the account? — That account is checked I believe by the 
hoard of superintendence, and it is examined, I know, in the grand Jury room, and 
the contractor is examined on oath before the judge as to the truth of his state- 
ment. He brings the statement to the grand jury sw'orn before the judge in open 
court, and it is laid before the foreman. 

1486. Docs the foreman or any member of tlie grand jury ever compare that 
account with the gaol book? — I am not aware that the foreman does compare that 
account with the gaol book, but I know there is kept in that book a regular account 
ol every prisoner in the gaol, and the provisions issued according to the gaol 
book. 

1487. Is that gaol provision book ever compared with the contractor’s account, 
and by whom ? — I cannot say. 

1488. Is there anv certificate on the contractor’s account of such a comparison^ 
— No ; it is done on the affidavit of the contractor, but at the same time 1 do not 
think it is possible for the contractor to commit a fraud on the county from the 
various checks which are upon him. In the first place, he has the board of super- 
intendence as a check upon him, and in the next place the gaoler’s book, and then 
the inspectors. 

1489. Supposing a prisoner goes out for the day, may there not be a great deal 
of fraud from his going out and yet being charged for that day ? — The question is a 
very natural one to put, but I am perfectly certain no such thing occurs. I think 
the board of superintendence do their duty too well for that ever to be the case; 
but .still it is a possible case. 

1490. Then why not transfer the account to the board of superintendence if 
they do their duty so well, and leave them to contract? — That matter has been 
very much discussed by tlje grand jury in Roscommon, and the majority are of 
opinion that it, is the better way for the grand jury to receive the proposals for 
contracts themselves. 

1491. What do yOu pay per diem for the prisoners in Roscommon? — At this 
monjent it is 4id. ; it was $d. per diem last year. 

1492. Is 
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1492. Is not that nearly double uhat they charge in gaols generally in Ireland? 

I think it is a great deal too high. I think the belter way by far would be for 

the board of superintendence to have the entire management of the details, and 
that the grand jury should contract with some person or persons to supply them 
with meal and potatoes, from assize to assize, by the hundred weight. It does not 
follow they are to be all furnished by one contractor. 

1493- whom is the amount for salai^ in the gaol presented ; is it presented 
to the individual officer or to the board of superintendence ? — To the individual 
officers. 

1404. Would it not place the officers more completely under the board of super- 
intendence if the presentment were made to them? — I think it would be an im- 
provement. 

1405. Who provides the gaol guards? — The high sheriff, But they are paid by 
the county. 

1496. Do you not conceive it would be of advantage to the discipline of tlie 
gaol if these guards were placed also under the control of the board of superin- 
tendence ? — I am certain of it. I think the system with regard to the gaol very 
imperfect. 

1407. Mr. J^. J^renc/t.] Do you think the board of superintendence are qualified 
to appoint these officers? — No, I would not give the appointment of the gaoler or 
any of the officers to the board of superintendence without the sanction of tiie 
grand jury. 

1498. Mr. Vesey.'] Who has the appointment of the turnkeys ? — The turnkeys 
are appointed by the gaoler. 

1499. Do you not think it would be better to leave the appointment of the turn- 
keys to the board of superintendence? — No, I do not, for this reason — the gaoler 
is the officer who is responsible for the safety of his prisoners ; if he appoints the 
turnkeys he is answerable for those turnkeys, and if the board of superintendence 
appoints them, and a prisoner escapes, he might say, “ Well, gentlemen, these are 
your own officers, and you cannot blame me.” 

1500. You would give the uncontrolled appointment to the gaoler? — Yes. 

1501. Do you not think if the board of superintendence appointed the turnkeys, 
they would be more likely to be a check upon the gaoler than if they were appointed 
by himself? — I think the gaoler is at this moment completely under the control of 
the board of superintendence. 

1502. If the turnkeys were appointed by the board of superintendence, would 
not the gaoler be more likely to represent any thing wrong on their part? — No I 
think not. 

1503. Are the meetings of your board of superintendence monthly? — Yes. 

1504. Are your bridewells under the control of the board of superintendence, or 
do the grand jury take them directly under their care?— I do not think the 
bridewells are under the control of the grand jury or of the board of superin- 
tendence, except so far as the presentments go. If a grand juryman happens to 
live in the neighbourhood of a bridewell be may look over it. ' 

1505. Who sends in the presentments for provisions in the bridewell? — The 
keeper of the bridewell. 

1506. Chairman.^ Are they not ordered by the Inspectors General of Prisons ? — 
Some of them are ; but there are presentments sent in by the keeper of the bride- 
well himself for feeding the prisoners he has had in his custod}’. I think it 
•would be a very advisable thing to put them under the board of superintendence. 

1507. Mr. F. French.'] Do you consider the county infirmary in the county of 
Roscommon to be a useful establishment? — I do ; I am a subscriber to it, and I 
have been so for a long time. 

1508. Do you consider it to be well conducted ? — Remarkably well. 

1509. Would you mention what advantages you conceive the county enjoys from 
that establishment ? — I can only mention them so far as I know them myself. I 
know the subscribers constantly send persons with fractures or injuries in various 
ways, and they generally come Jiomc perfectly recovered ; and every attention is 
paid to them. The lower orders are grateful for the attention paid to them. 

1510. How far do you live from the county town ? — Nine miles. 

0.71. o 1511. Are 
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1511. Are you aware of persons being sent 20 miles to the county infirmary - 
“I am ; i have known them come from beyond French Park, which is a distance 
or ] 7 miles. 

I5>2. ^Vhat cases r— Fractures, burns, and accidents of that kind. 

, f 5 l 3 - Do you not think that having an establishment of that sort in the county 
gives the county the benefit of a medical man of superior talent ?— I am sure of it ■ 
the medical man we have is a very proper man, and a very clever man. 

1514. Do you think that men of that description, except for their beinw attached 

to the county inhrmary, would come down and settle themselves in the country 
parts of Ireland r — I am very sure they would not. ^ 

1515. Ckairmm.'] Do you consider it would be desirable to have baronial 
or district infirmaries established in order to extend the system ^ — I think if 
there were district fever hospitals, and district infirmaries on a small scale, it 
would be highly beneficial. I am also of opinion that the present system of 
dispensaries is a very bad one; that it is very much abused, and does not 
by any means give the value to the public which they are entitled to for the money 
It costs them. I have known an instance of the doctor’s salary bein«r 60/. Irish or 
. 55 /- 7 s. British, and the medicines costing from i6/. to 30/.''; so that that 
IS paying 55 /. a year for the distribution of about 3o/.’s worth of medicine I 
think that a gross abuse. 

isifi. What remedy would you recommend for that?— I would recommend 
dislrict hospitals, with fever wards attached to them i and I would recommend 
that there should be a dispensary attached to each for the purposes which ouvlit 
to be answered by the present dispensaries, but whicli in my opinion are Sot 
answered. You would get very eminent young men very glad to accept them 
at a moderate salary; and I would make them attend the patients in their own 
houses. * 

J 5 > 7 - Do not the physicians of the dispensaries attend patients in their own 
houses ?— No ; the dispensary to which I am a subscriber is near my house, and 
It I write to the physician to come as a particular favour, he virould do it to obiijie 
me ; but he would not otherwise. He says he is not bound to do it, and I am so 
isT against dispensaries that I have been two or three years trying to take my name 
ott the books entirely, and to have nothing to do with it. I was treasurer to the 
dispensary, and I gave it up. 

1518. Lord Ebrington.'] How would you propose to obtain funds for the building 
a hospitalr— I think a fund for building a hospital should be obtained in the same 
way as the funds for gaols and bridewells, and then there would be private 
subscriptions, I am sure; and the grand jury should present a certain sum for 
keeping up the buildings as they ought to be. You would have useful establish- 
ments instead of nearly useless ones, as tliey are now. 

1519. When you state that the money should be got from Government von 
mean it to be paid by instalments from the county ? — I do. 

1520. Are you aware that the sum of money you have levied in Ireland for 
dispensaries and charitable institutions of that kind amount to somewhere about 
loojoooi. .r' — Yes. 

1521. Do you think that the sum obtained at present from the counties as well 
as from private individuals would be sufficient to establish useful hospitals throughout 
the country 1 I think not ; they would not be sufficient to establish them in an 
efficient manner. 

1522. Do you not think the voluntary contributions would be increased in a 
considerable degree when the persons subscribing found that benefit resulted from 
itr — lhat 1 have no doubt of. 

1523. Do you think the voluntary contributions would be greater to district 

w 3 d ’ existing dispensaries ? — I am quite sure they 

1524- Chairman.] Are you aware lhat in the county of Cork they have adonted 
that system ?— No, I am not. 
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Sir Robert Fergusou. 
Mr. Fitzstephea French. 
Captaio Jones. 

Mr. Jephson. 



Mr. Vesey. 

IjOrd Viscount Clements. 
Lord Viscount Ebringtoa. 
Lord Viscount Acbeson. 



SIR ROBERT FERGUSON tn the Chair. 



Rice Hussey, Esq., Clerk of the Crown for tlie County of Leitrim, 
called in ; and Examined. 

i.5‘25. Chairman'] HOW long have yon held the office of clerk of the Rice Hussey, 

Crown for the county of Leitrim ? — Since February 1833 . I was appointed by — 

the Government by letters patent. *4 Jme 1836. 

1526. Are you resident in the county of L«itriin? — Not exactly in the 
county ; immediately adjoining. 

1 527. How far from the county town ? — Within 10 miles of the county town. 

1 528. Willyou state shortly the duties of the clerk of the Crown ? — The duties 
are to receive the informations returnable to the assizes from the magistrates, 
for which purpose he is bound to keep his office open from ten to three every 
day, Sundays excepted ; and previous to the assizes, to prepare the indictments 
and books for both the judges ; for when the judge in the civil court has con- 
cluded his business, he generally disposes of part of the criminal business ; that 
has been the case at every assizes but one since my appointment. It is also his 
duty to receive presentments from the secretary of the grand jury, to read them 
before the court, and to mark such as are ordered and such as are rejected by 
the court. Then I make out a written copy of aU the presentments which are 
passed, which I call the “ levy warrant for the treasurer,” in order that he may 
applot the same upon the different baronies. We also mark the presentments 
of the previous assizes which are accounted for, “ discharged” in court, in what 
we call the Qujere book. 

1529. Does the treasurer of the county of Leitrim ever lodge a copy of his 
account with the clerk of the Crown ? — No, it is audited by the grand jury ; 
the first thing they examine is his account. 

1530. Is there any abstract of his account printed? — There has not been 
since my appointment, as I best recollect. 

1.531. Are you aware of the provisions of the 13 & 14 Geo. 3 . c. 18 , 
requiring that such an account should be lodged with you, and entered in a 
book to be kept by you for that purpose ? — Yes, I am. 

1532. How do you account for its provisions not having been carried into 
effect in Leitrim ? — The treasurer brings his book, in which he has cast up the 
amount of the accounts for each assizes, and the grand jury having audited 
them, ascertain the balance in his hands, which is printed, with the other reso- 
lutions of the grand jury, in the qusere hook, and I conceive that justifies me. 

1533. fhe accounts sworn in court? — They are; they are alway sworn 
before the judge, and the book is handed up to the judge. 

1.534. ^^at is the salary of the clerk of the Crown for the county of Leitrim? 

— Two hundred pounds a year, Irish, being a fourth class county ; but since the 
passing of the late Grand Jury Act they have presented the salaries in British 
currency. 

• 535 - Under what clause of the 3 & 4 Will. 4 - c. 78 , do the grand jury of 
Leitrim conceive they are entitled to present these salaries in British currency ? 

— The 83 d section is the only one I know of. 

1536. What words in that section do you consider applicable to the salaries 
of the county officers, as settled uniier the 4 Geo. 4 . ? — Upon consideration, I do 
not perceive there arc any words which are applicable to them. I recollect in 
the summer of 1834 , while I was in the crown court, the judge in the civil 
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court received the presentment of these salaries in British currency, and they 
have passed them ever since as a matter of course. 

1537. Have you any return of the several fees claimed by you as clerk of 
the Crown for the county of Leitrim ?■ — The foUo-wing is a return of all fees 
claimed by me as clerk of the Crown for the county of Leitrim, to be receivable 
by me in discharge of my duty as such clerk of the Crown : — 



£. 



For every search - -- -- -- -- — 

For every rule of court - -- -- -- -- 

For every certificate of conviction ------ 

For any other certificate ------- - — 

For every copy of information, examination or inquest - - - 

For every emry of indictment pre|>ared by Crown solicitor - - _ 

For every copy of indictment that may be ordered to be given 
by the court - - - - - - - - 

For every copy of the entry of indictment in Crown Book - - - 

For every Crown summons ------- 

For every bench warrant, capias ------- 

For receiving and filing every affidavit 
For every copy (attested) of affidavit 

For every traverse entered - j 

For receiving every petition for compensation for malicious 

injury 

And if required to prepare each petition, a further fee of - - 

For eveiy order for prosecutor’s ex[)enses ----- _ 

Forevery traverse of conviction, when required to be made up for 
eacli roll thereof 

For attested copy of such record, for each sheet of 72 words - j — 
For every certificate of a sentence of transportation - - l - 



2 

2 

6 



6 

6 

3 

3 

3 

6 

6 

5 

4 



10 

6 



6 

6 



8 

8 



1538. Under what Acts of Parliament do you claim these fees? — Under the 
49 Geo. 3., 10 Geo. 4. and 1 & 2 Will. 4., and some other Acts of Geo. 3., the 
precise years of which I am not in possession of. 

1539' Have you any return of the amount of your fees for the last two years ? 
— No ; I should think the annual amount of my fees, since my appointment, 
average from 90/. to 100/. The principal part of them arc paid for prose- 
cutions ceirried on hy the Crown solicitor and hy private individuals. Except 
at the last assizes, Ido not think the fees ever exceeded from 15/. to 20/. 
each assizes. 

J 540. I perceive that one of the fees claimed is for every order for prosecutor’s 
expenses ? — Yes. 

1541. Is that a fee paid by the person who gets the order? — No, it is 
included in the order. It falls upon the county. 

1542. Is not that one of the fees or payments which, falling directly 
upon the county, was intended to he included in the 4 Geo. 4,, settling the 
amount of the salaries ? — ^No, because this statute was subsequent to that. 
The clerks of the Crown were entitled to certain fees on prisoners acquitted and 
prisoners convicted ; and it was to do away with all fees taken from prisoners 
on trial that a fixed salary was given. 

1543- Was it not in lieu of ail pajunents which fall upon the county that 
that salary was granted?— No, hut in lieu of fees for prisoners tried, as I have 
before mentioned, and for which presentments are made by the grand jury. 

1544- Does the return of the salary and fees for the years 1831 and 1832, 
which was presented to Parliament, and printed on the 9th of June 1834, 
contain any reference to the payments to the Crown soheitor, or the solicitor 
for the Excise Board of Leitrim? — It contains some. There were certain fees 
and rules of court, which there was no account of in the late Mr. Johnson’s 
time. 

>54,5- That is not a full account then? — No. I think 100/. is the amount of 
the fees for that county. 

1 546. In the return which you made by the order of the House of Commons, 
in 1834, 1 perceive you state that the emoluments of the clerk of the Crown 
for the county of Leitrim have been diminished at the rate of 150/, a year, by 
the late Act of Parliament, giving siimmary jurisdiction to magistrates in cases 
of illicit distillation ? — Yes. The clerk of the Crown is entitled to the same 
fees from the solicitor ior the Excise as from the Crown solicitor, upon these 
nrcsecutions ; and I was informed that excise prosecutions were exceedingly 

num"»T'”^ 
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numerous in that county. As a proof of it, I heard that the counsel for the Kke Esq. 

Excise got atone assize one thousand five hundred guineas, at two guineas each 

prosecution. .4Jan«iS3«. 

1547. Has not the business of the clerk of the Crown been much diminished 
bv these cases being no longer brought before the assizes ? — Yes ; but in fixing 
the salary, I was informed it was made so low, because he had so many fees to 
receive upon those revenue prosecutions. 

1548. Were not these salaries fixed according to the amount of fees received 
by the clerk of the Crown from the counties ? — I am not aware of that. 

1549. Can you furnish the Committee with a return of the salary and fees 
received by the clerks of the Crown in Ireland, for the years 1831, 1832 and 
1833 ? — ^The following is an extract, from Parliamentary !^turns, of the salary 
and the amount of fees received by the several clerks of the Crown for the 
counties in Ireland, in the years 1831, 1832 and 1833, under the 4 Geo. 4. 
cap. 43. 



COUNTIES. 


ANNUAL 

SALAR?. 


FEES 

1831. 


FEES 

IBSS. 


FEES 

1833. 


First Class : 






£. S. 


d. 


f. *. d. 


£. t. d. 


£. 1. 


d. 


1. Antrim - 


. 


- 


3% 4 


7 


119 12 9 


180 3 11 


136 3 


8 


2. Donegal - 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


no Return 


144 15 10 


170 11 


1 


3. Down 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


no Return 


141 14 9 


152 6 


4 


4. Galway - 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


ao8 8 g 


no Return 


214 4 


10 


5. Limerick 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


178 3 - 


276 4 ^ 


272 17 


- 


6. Mayo 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


»53 14 4 


•76 13 3 


139 13 


10 


7. 1 ipperary 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


282 11 6 


492 19 1 


331 17 


- 


8. Tyrone - 


- 


- 


- like 


. 


no Return 


103 11 6 


187 16 




9. Londonderry - 




- 


- like 


- 


no Ret 


:urn from this ( 


llounty. 




Second Class : 


















j. Armagh - 


- 


- 


323 1 


6 


no Return 


62 10 - 


142 6 


5 


2. Cavan 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


no Return 




187 12 




3. Clare 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


^401 14 11 


^448 6 11 


268 11 


8 


4. Kerry 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


189 19 6 


238 8 11 


»79 1 


- 


5. Meath 


- 


- 


- like 


. 


76 14 11 


69 1 7 


51 ■■ 




t). Monaghan 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


1 04 6 6 


104 16 6 


238 15 


9 


7. Roscommon 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


^173 5 11 


no Return 


147 12 


5 


Third Class : 


















j. Kilkenny 


- 


- 


230 15 


4 


108 14 8 


156 14 4 i 


233 *5 


9 


2. Fermanagh 


' 


- 


- like 


- 


no Return 


76 9 6i 


40 19 




3. King’s County 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


41 »7 9 


67 1 - 


96 8 


2 


4. Queen's County 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


49 10 5 


103 18 6 


107 7 


6 


5. Sligo 


- 


- 


> like 


- 


120 3 6 


142 13 ” 1 


96 4 


6 


6. Westmeath 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


43 16 1 


44 4 6 


60 18 


6 


7. Wexford 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


223 2 11 


66 17 7 


125 14 


5 


Fourth Class : 


















1. Carlow - 


- 


- 


184 12 


2 


21 1 - 


22 14 5 


33 8 


9 


2. Kildare - 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


18 3 11 


39 H 3 


33 15 


1 


3. Leitrim - 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


■>65 15 8 


73 8 9 


100 16 


3 


4. Longford 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


31-5 


41 9 4 


49 iB 


7 


5. Louth 


. 


, - 


- like 


- 


63 2 6 


78 8 1 


81 16 




6. Waterford 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


20 6 2 


25 )3 1 


23 5 


1 


7. Wicklow 


- 


- 


- like 


- 


41 16 5 


50 18 8 


45 10 


2 


County of Cork - 


. 


_ 


461 10 


9 


121 12 ~ 


102 ig 6 


125 10 


10 


County of Dublin 


" 


■ 


- none 




312 7 6 


443 3 8 


246 18 


7 



* The fees for 1832 are only for one assizes. 

^Fees in 1831 and 1832 were increased by special commission and adjourned assizes. 

* The fees mentioned for 1831 include those of spring assize 1832. No return for summer 1832. 

* The fees for 1831 and 1832 do not include those payable by the Crown solicitor. 
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^ return of the salary and fees received by tlie clerk 
of the Crown in the several cities and towns of Ireland for tlie like period. 




1550. Under what Act of Parliament do you conceive the clerk of the Crown 
has a right to the fee on every entry of indictment ?— I believe under the 
49 Geo. 3. all the bills of costs are furnished by the clerk of the Crown to the 
Crown solicitor. If a private solicitor prepares his own indictment in prose, 
cutions for forgeries or other felonies, and I enter the indictment, I charge him 
6s. 8d., and if he require a copy of that entry, I charge 3^. 4d for that 
copy. 

1551. There is not only a fee upon the entry of the indictment, but upon a 
copy of that entry ? — Yes ; if a prisoner wishes to have a copy of the in- 
dictment, and the Court allows it to him, it is 6s. 8^?. ; and if he wishes to have 
a copy of that entry in the Crown book, which is only an abstract, the fee is 
3f. 4d. Irish. 

1552. Is the clerk of the peace for the county of Leitrim resident iu the 
county of Leitrim ? — ^Yes, he lives close to the county town. 

1553- Do you keep an office constantly open in the assize town? — I do • I 
am bound to do so. ' 

1554. Wlio is the person who acts as your deputy there?— He is not a pro- 
fessional man ; I merely keep the office open to receive informations, which are 
transmitted to me immediately. I do not allow them to open the covers. 

15^. Have you ever heard any opinion given as to the propriety of uniting 
the offices of clerk of the peace and clerk of the Crowm ? — I have heard it 
discussed. 

15.56. Do you consider the union of the two offices desirable ? I cannot say 

that ; but I think they are perfectly compatible ; the duties do not in any 
manner clash. ^ 



Hone of these offices were to he done away with, 
y^ch office should you think, looking to the public service, would be most desir- 
aWeS— 1 wash to state, first, that being in one of these offices myself, it might 
be deemed invidious to offer an opinion, but certainly, upon public grounds I 
consider the clerk of the Crown should be retained. 

'.558. Do you consider that the clerk of the peace being obliged to attend 
in criminal cases at the sessions must be capable of discharging the duties of 
clerk of the Crown at the assizes ? — By no means, it does not follow • the 
criminal duties at the sessions are confined to common assault cases uettv 
telonies or petty larcenies, as they were formerly called, charges of a iLior 
imture, while those at the assizes are all heinous crimes, such as murder and 
the clerk of the Crown must be perfectly acquainted with the several statutes 
inflicting punishment upon those several crimes. The clerk of the Crown must 
he educated m the practice of the criminal law, and he is generally selected 
Irom the profession of attormes ; and previous to his appointment by the 
Government a rigid and stnet scrutiny is instituted by the law officers of the 
Grown into his capability of discharging the duties of that office. Now the 

clerks 
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clerks of tlie peace I have known to be private gentlemen unacquainted with 
the law ; the appointment being in a private individual; he appoints whom he 
pleases. I have known several of them private gentlemen, not at all acquainted 
with law. 

1559. Chairman.'] Would not a person who understood his duties as clerk 

of the Crown be competent to discharge the duties of clerk of the peace 'i 

Certainly. 

i^do. Are you yourself a professional man ? — I am a solicitor. 

1561. You are sufficiently acquainted with the civil duties relative to the 

courts of quarter sessions to be able to give an opinion upon that subject ? 

Certainly, particularly wlien the clerk of the Crown is in practice as a 
solicitor, he must be perfectly competent to do all the civil business at the 
sessions. 

J562. Mr. JfyAson.] You are in practice as an attorney ? — I have been here- 
tofore. I have not practised latterly, except for friends of minp. 

1563. Is it because you do not individually think it worth your while to follow 
your profession, or because you have found your duties, as a practising.attorney, 
incompatible with your duties as clerk of the Crown ? — By no means 3 the 
duties are not incompatible. 

_ i.'ibq. Should there be a union of the offices of clerk of the Crown and clerk 
of the peace, .should you not recommend that the individual so appointed should 
be precluded from all private practice of whatever kind ? — I do not see any 
advantage that wmuld be of. On the contrary,' I think his continuing to practise 
w’ould be more advantageous, because he would thereby acquire greater know- 
ledge every term, by attending the superior courts. 

Would not his constant intercourse with the circuit courts, and with 
the general business, as clerk of tlm Crown and peace, keep up his knowledge 
sufficiently for the efficient execution of his duties ? — It may do so ; but he 
would acquire much more knowledge by practice. 

1566. Might there not b 5 occasions in wliich the clerk of the Crown might 
have to receive informations which he would be bound to keep secret from 
individuals whom, as being professionally his clients, he might be called upon 
to defend in the same prosecutions ? — ^No, the clerk of the Crown cannot be 
employed in defence of any client of his own. He must keep the information 
which comes to his knowledge secret from every body, except the Government j 
and it is only to the Government he transmits any copy of informations, except 
to the judge on circuit, or the Court of King’s Bench. 

1507. Might not these informations be against persons, who, as clients of his, 
he would he called upon to defend, or organize the defence of, were he not clerk 
of the Crown ? — He might be called upon, if he were not clerk of the Crown ; 
but being so, he can never be concerned in a criminal case. If he were not 
clerk of the Crown, of course he would follow his profession ; but while the 
clerk of the Crown continues to act as solicitor in the superior courts, he never 
ought, and 1 believe never does, as far as I know, concern himself in criminal 
proceedings in his own county. 

1568. Suppose a case of this kind, that a client of the clerk of the Crown 
were accused before magistrates of an offence which the magistrates thought of 
so little importance that they might send it to the sessions ; the clerk of the 
Crown, in that case, would organize the defence of that client, so far as an 
attorney would do at the sessions ? — No, they never attend at sessions ; they 
uever take any criminal business. I would not do so for any consideration. 

1 569. The clerk of the Crown, officially as clerk of the Crown, does not 
attend at the sessions ; but, by your own statement, he is perfectly at liberty to 
ftilfil all the other duties of his profession as a practising attorney for his 
client, who called upon him to organize or arrange his defence at the sessions ; 
is there any law which could prevent an attorney from conducting that defence 
at the sessions, though in another tribunal he would be incompetent to attend 
to it ?— There is no law to prevent it. I conceive that in his own county he 
cannot he concerned in the defence of any criminal case, but he may in any 
other county. 

1570. Can you point out any law which prevents his being concerned in any 
criminal prosecution, provided it is not before the tribunal of which he himself 
Js an officer ? — No, I cannot. 

04 1571- Then 



ftice Hussey, E*q. 
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1571. Then why is it you state he cannot be concerned in such a pro- 
secution ? — I should think, from a feeling of delicacy and principle, he would 
not be concerned- 

1572. Then it is only a feeling of delicacy and principle which one man 
may feel and another may not, and which may be viewed in different lights by 
different individuals which prevents it ? — I have never heard or known of any 
instance of the kind. There is no law to prevent it. 

*573- Mr. F. French.'] He either must give up his clients or abandon his 
duty as clerk of the Crown ?— Certainly, he must either give up the one or 
the other. 

1574. Mr. Jephson.] Do you think that is a desirable position for a profes- 
sional man to be placed in ? — I do not know any man of honour who would 
hesitate for a moment what to do in such a case. 

1575. Mr. F. French.] Do you think it is generally understood on the part 
of the client that they could not call on the clerk of the Crown to defend them 
though they are clients of his ? — It is perfectly understood. 

1576. Mr. «7^epAson.] Would not the union of the two offices create such a 
salary as that the county or the legislature might require that persons of 
sufficient experience and sufficient education to be clerks of the Crown and the 
peace should give up all private practice as connected with criminal matters ? — 
Certainly, if they continue the two salaries and the fees I should think it would 
be sufficient to require them to give up all professional pursuits, and to be 
resident ; but I do not see the advantage of residence in the preliminary pro- 
ceedings, because I think the truth is always mqre honestly elicited simply by 
the magistrates, who get at the naked truth without the technicality of a pro- 
fessional man. In very serious cases, for instance, in cases of murder, with 
respect to the different shades which Avould make it murder or manslaughter, 
a magistrate always gets the whole plain and simple truth without any of the 
technicality which professional men generally introduce ; I therefore think they 
are better without the assistance of the clerk of tlie Crown in the preliminary 
proceedings. 

1577. Chairman.] In cases of importance, such as indictments for murder 
or manslaughter, by whom are the indictments prepared ? — By the Crown 
solicitor. 

1578. Then the indictments which are prepared by the clerk of the Crown 
are very nearly, if not altogether, the same with those prepared l)v the clerk 
of the peace ? — With some exceptions, such as cases of horse or cattle stealing, 
in which the statutes do not give them a power. 

1579. Are there any cases in which the clerk of the Crown draws in- 
dictments of a similar nature ? — If the Crown soheitor does not think it a case 
for him to carry on, if the parties require it, the clerk of the Crown presents 
an indictment to the grand jury, because he is bound to prepare an indictment 
for the trial of every person in the gaol. 

1580. Mr. Jephson.] Suppose, for instance, the friends of a person murdered 
had no confidence in the Crown solicitor, and they will not allow the Crown 
solicitor to carrj' on the prosecution, are they at liberty to take it up them- 
selves, or can they call upon the clerk of the Crown to do so ? — They cannot 
prevent the Crown soheitor from taking it up. If the Crown officers do not 
choose to take it up, the parties, if they arc anxious to prosecute, may do so, 
and in that case the clerk of the Crown draws up the indictment if they re- 
quire it. 

1581. Suppose the parties thought proper to draw up an indictment them- 
selves, would the clerk of the Crown be bound to send up to the grand jury 
an indictment prepared by either parties if he did not approve of the form in 
which it was drawn up ? — ^Yes ; and he would receive for it a fee of 6 s. 2d. 

1582. Captain Jones.] Did you intend to convey to the Committee that the 
salarj' of clerk of the Crown was sufficient? — I know I am perfectly satisfied 
with it. 

15^3- Chairman.] You have stated that the return of the salaries and emo- 
luments of clerk of the Crown for 1834 was not a full return; what items do 
you think are omitted, with reference to the return of any one clerk of the 
Crown ? — ^The return of the clerk of the Crown for Carlow, for instance, does 
not state the fee for the entry of the indictment in the Crown Book. 

158.^. Is the return for the county of DonegJd complete? — Yes, nearly so. 

1585- H 
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1585. If the fee for the entry of the indictment in the Crown Book is not 
authorized by the 49 Geo. 3 ,, under what Act is that fee demanded and taken ? 
— I do not at present recollect the precise Act of Parliament under which it is 
made imperative, but I am informed by very able practitioners that it ?s Iceally 
demanded by some old Act in the reign of George the Third. 

1586. Mr. JepAsott.] Have you the custody, as clerk of the Crown, of the 

county records ?— Yes, of the presentments and indictments at the assizes 
informations, and the affidavits accounting for the presentments. ^ 

1587. Have those presentments, considered as records, been kept for any 
l^gtli ot time carefully ?— By no means. I found that in my department the 
office was very decent in several of those records, and I was told that one of 
the clerks of the Crown, several years ago, when there was a scarcity of fuel 
burnt the records to keep up fire in the office. 

158S. In the case of a new road, is a map deposited with the present- 
ment m your custody?— I have seen no map, that I recollect. The secre- 
te or the grand jury keeps the map ; the presentment is deposited with 



^ portion of the specification, upon which the present- 
ment IS founded in the case of a new road? — Yes, of couree all presentments 
for new roads refer to specifications which are laid before the county surveyor 
and the contracts are made upon these specifications. ’ 

1590. Does the secretary of the grand jury take upon himself to separate the 
map from the presentment, and the specification from the plan ?— I am not 
aware; he brings down to me the presentment for the road, and any other docu- 
ment connected with it. 



1591. Then at the present time are the original maps and specifications of 
works deposited with the clerk of the Crown ?— No. 

1592 - Mr. J^rencA.] Ihe specifications upon which the presentments are 
ffiunded are attached to the presentments, and lodged with the clerk of the 
Crown? — Yes. 



1 593. But when there is a new road, it is necessary it should be approved of 
by the foreman of the grand jury at the assizes preceding? — ^Yes. 

1594. And there is no presentment at that time for it to be founded upon, and 
It is lodged with the secretary of the grand jury until the next assizes ? — Yes 

1595. CAatrman.] But when the presentment is approved by the foreman of 

the grand jury and the court, is the map lodged with the clerk of the Crown along 
with the presentment? — It is not. ” 

1596. Mr. Jephson.] Are you of opinion that, as clerk of the Crown, you are 

not bound to have the maps and the specifications, which accompany the pre- 
sentments, deposited with you? — I think, when the presentment has finally 
passed, the clerk of the Crown ought to have the custody of all the docu- 
ments upon which it has been grounded, which should be attached to the pre- 
sentment. ^ 

1597 ' All the documents upon which the grand jury have founded their judg- 
ment ought to be deposited with you ? — Yes. ° 

159S. That is not the case at present?— It is not the case as reeards the 
maps. ° 

Daniel Kelly, Esq., called in ; and further Examined. 



1599- Mr. J*. French.'] DO you consider the inspector general of prisons as 

lar as the county of Roscommon is concerned, to be of any use ? Not the 

slightest. 

1 600. Is there a sum of money annually presented to them ?— Twenty pounds 

^ county, and that they have a salary 

ot 400 /. or GOO/, a year besides. ^ 

160 1 . How often do they visit the gaol ?— I have never happened to meet them 
m the gaol ; m my opimon the board of superintendence are fully competent to 
tto all Ihe duties. The inspectors come down once a year, I heliere, but I never 
saw them m Koscommon. and I am clearly of opinion that they are of no nse 

ibo2. ttemaii.] Are you a member of the gaol hoard?— When the hoard 
ot superintendence was first established, I was the chairman for a considerable 

, M I"™® t latterly I have not been upon it. 

of Roscomi^on's-Zreiely expe^ve': 

P 1604. Hal 



Rice Hustey, Esq. 
14 June 1836. 
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DanifiKet^,V.sq. 1604. Has there been of late years, since the present constabulary -was 

established, a very great increase of expense on that head, compared with what 

14 Juoe 1836. it -was before ? — There has been a very considerable increase of expense in the 
county of Roscommon, particularly in tlie baronies of Atlilone, Moycarnon and 
BalUntcuJoer : there Avere additional constables ordered for these particular 
baronies, on account of the disturbed state they were in. 

1 605. Was the expense of these additional constables levied off the county at 
large, or off the particular baronies on which they were placed ? — At first I 
think off the county at large. I had myself a difference of opinion with the 
Crown solicitor upon the subject. I thought that the grand jury had the power 
of placing the expenses of these additional constables upon the particular 
baronies where disturbances made them requisite, and I so stated it to the 
grand jury. I was desired to examine the Act of Parliament, which I did. I 
found a clause to that effect, and I submitted to the grand jury that it would be 
proper to place the expenses of those additional constables (I think 60 ) on the 
baronies which required them, and not on the county at large. For one, I 
objected to paying for the disturbances of people who lived 20 or 30 miles 
from me. The grand jury found there was a clause to that effect, and they 
made an order that they should be charged upon the baronies, which the Crown 
solicitor did not comply with ; and at the following assizes, when the police 
accounts were brought forward, I objected to passing the accounts in the form 
in which they were brought in. The Crown solicitor said, “ I had no sort of 
authority for my objection, and that we were all wrong but I insisted upon 

it we were right, and showed him the clause. He read the clause, and said, 
“ I was wrong.” I went down to Judge Burton ; he said, “ I was quite right 
and ordered it to be done as the grand jury had directed, and that has\een 
done since. 

ibofi. Chairman.] Under what Act had they been placed, the Constabulary 
Act or the Peace Presentation Act ? — ^l''he Constabulaiy Act. llie constables, 
under the Peace Preservation Act, were placed upon the disturbed baroniesi 
and there was no question about that. The only question was as to the 
additional police. I think the circumstance I have alluded to may afford a 
reason why the grand jury should be allowed to look into the accounts of the 
constabulary. 

1607. Mr. F. French.] Is it generally considered, in the county of Ros- 
common, that the expense of the police ought not to be thrown upon the 
county, but that it ought to be borne by the national funds ?— It is considered 
in the county of Roscommon, and I believe in every county in Ireland, to be an 
extremely heavy burthen upon the county. The feeling in the county of Ros- 
common is very strong as to its being a very heavy burthen upon the land- 
owners ; and certainly the feeling is very strong also that it ought to be paid 
out of the Consolidated Fund ; and the reason they give is, that the peace and 
tranquillity of Ireland is a matter of such paramount importance to the nation 
at lai'ge ; and, in addition, that the nation would get rid of the expense of a 
large military force by the tranquillization of Ireland. 

1608. Do you think the fact of the appointment of the constables being taken 
out of the hands of the magistrates, and it being in the power of the Lord 
Lieutenant to settle the amount to be levied for them, will tend by any means to 
decrease the feeling that the expense ought not to be thrown upon the counties ? 
— I think the Lord Lieutenant, having the power to appoint the constables 
entirely vested in himself, will make the force much more efficient in all pro- 
bability than if the magistrates had the appointment. I proposed, on a fonner 
occasion, that the entire power should rest with Major Warburton, upon the 
feeling that he would appoint better men than the magistrates. As^to the 
expense, people in the country- Avould very probably say, these men are entirely 
under the Government, and therefore the Government ought to j>ay for them. 

1609. Lord Clements.] Do you think the cess payers would care whether the 
appointment lies with the magistrates or with tlie Lord Lieutenant if the 
expense is the same ? — No ; for it is not the cess payers who would have the 
appointment of tlie constables, but the resident gentlemen of the county so 
that I do not think the cess payers care about it one way or the other. ' ’ 

1610. Lord Ebrin^ton.] If you are of opinion that the appointment being hy 
the Lord Lieutenant will make the force more efficient, would it not be for the 

advantage 
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advantage of the cesa payers that the appointment should continue in the hands 
of the Government ? — Certainly. 

1611. Do you not think that the cess payers would be of that opinion? 

I think it is a question which the cess payers might possibly never consider • 
but if they thought of it, the cess payers of course would wish to have the 
most efficient body of men tlicy could get, and a body of men appointed by the 
Lord Lieutenant is in my humble opinion more likely to be efficient, than if 
they were appointed by the magistrates of the county; besides, if the Govern- 
ment have the entire appointments in themselves, it wotdd he an additional 
reason for the expense of the police being entirely paid by them. It would 
cease to he a county concern. 

1612. Mr. F. French.] You have stated that you consider a body appointed 
by the Lord Lieutenant will be more efficient ; have you ever observed any 
inefficiency in the body, as they are at present constituted ? — I think they are 
extremely w^ell conducted men. 

1613. Does not your name appear to a document in which, as a magistrate 
of the county, you state that nothing can be more efficient than the police force 
under the command of Major Warburton ? — ^Yes ; I think the police have done 
their duty extremely well under Major Warburton ; and I was of the same 
opinion years ago as I am at this moment. I was the very magistrate of the 
county of Roscommon who proposed that the entire appointment of the police 
should be given to Major Warburton instead of being given to the magistrates 
of the county, so convinced was I that the men appointed by Major Warburton 
would be more efficient, upon the very same principle upon which I now say 
that it should be by the Government. It is immaterial whether you give the 
appointments to Major Warburton or to the Government; Major Warburton in 
fact is in this case the Government. 

1614. Do you not consider there is this difference between them, that if the 
appointments made by Major Warburton were not pleasing to the magistrates, 
that is, if improper persons were appointed, they would have the power of taking 
back the appointments to themselves; whereas, as it is at present, they have 
no control or check whatever ; the Government may appoint wffiom they please, 
perfectly independent of the opinion of the magistrates ? — I am perfectly satis- 
fied in my own mind, that there is no way in which you can make so efficient 
a body, as by giving the appointments to the Government. I do not wish the 
country gentlemen of Ireland to have any thing to do with the appointments. 

1615. Have you a district lunatic asylum? — There is one at Ballinasloe for 
the province of Connaught. 

1616. How" far is that from you ? — ^Thirty miles. 

1617. How’ far is Ballinasloe from Sligo ? — ^About 60 miles. 

1618. Lord Clements.] Are there any patients sent from Keadue to the Balli- 
nasloe asylum ? — I am not aware of any having been sent from that part of the 
couiity Roscommon, but I am aware of some ha\dng been sent from about Elphin. 

1619. Is it considered generally useful in the county, in proportion to the sum 
paid for its support ? — ^The distance is very great, and a very large sum is paid 
for the asylum. 

1620. Chairman^ Do you know what is the average expense of maintaining 
the patients ? — I know it was considered extremely high by the county of Ros- 
common grand jury, and I recollect that at the summer assize 1834 , a resolu- 
tion was entered into by the grand jury, that they would not pay more than 5d. 
per man per diem. 

1621. Are the accounts laid before the grand jury? — ^No; there is nothing 
of that sort laid before the grand jury. 

1622. Do you, think it advisable they should be laid before the grand 
jury ? — Yes, I do ; there is, I believe, an account laid before them, but there 
are no particulars. I think the rate of provisions is high ; in one year in par- 
ticular, the rate at which they paid for provisions w^as enormously high. 

1 623. Do you know any thing of the management of the asylum ? — I know 

nothing at all of it. I have been in the asylum more than once, and there 
seemed to me to be great cleanliness, and attention seemed to be paid to the 
patients. ^ 

1624. Are there any governors appointed from your neighbourhood? — Not 
immediately. 

1C25. Do they ever attend ? — I have known one to go a distance of 44 mile* 
to attend ; I am 30 miles from Ballinasloe. 

V 2 1626. How 



Damtl Kelfy, 
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1626. How were your lunatics provided for before the asylum was erected? 
— ^Wehad aU the lunatics of Roscommon, and some from Galway and Sligo 
sent into Roscommon, and we never refused them. They were kept in the old 
gaol, which has been done away mth since the asjdum was erected. 

1 627. Are all your lunatics in the county of Roscommon in that asylum ? 

Yes, I think they were all sent to Ballinasloe. 

! ()28. How long has the Ballinasloe asylum been opened ? — I think it is about 
two years ; I do not know the exact year. 

1629. Do you know whether any additions have been made to it ? — I do not 
think any addition has been made to it. 

1630. Have you heard any complaint as to the situation of it ?— No, I 
have not. 

163 1 . Do you not think the grand jury ought to have the power of giving 
their opinion as to the sites of lunatic asylums, and any additional buildings 
that may be thought necessary by the governor ? — Decidedly I think so. I 
think if the very large sum of money which has been laid out upon this asylum 
had been divided over the counties, it would have been laid out to a much 
better purpose by giving each county a lunatic asylum of its own. 

1632. Mr. F. French.^ would not each county be obliged to keep up a 
separate medical establishment under those circumstances?— Suppose in Ros- 
common there was a lunatic asylum attached to the infirmary, I think the same 
officers would do for both. 

1633. Chairman.] You think if the lunatic asylum had been attached to the 
county infirmary in Roscommon, it would have been kept up under the same 
superintendence ? — Yes ; it was so for a long time. 

1634. How many patients were in it at that time ?—I tliink 1 recollect as 
many as twenty-eight. 

3635. Mr. F. French.] Have you many coroners in the county of Roscom- 
mon ? — There are four or five, I believe. 

1636. Are they an expensive class of officers ? — There are 40 guineas divided 
between them at each assizes. 

1637. Under what law is that? — I do not know the particular Act of 
Parliament. 

1638. The coroners have under another Act of Parliament claimed a larger 
sum ? — They have. 

1639. And the grand jury have always refused to give it ? — ^They have. 

1640. Then is that sum of 40 guineas presented at each assizes, no matter 
what the number of inquests may be ? — That has been the practice as far as I 
have seen. 

1641. Are you aware the coroners have the power of giving orders to the 
amount of 51. to physicians for attending an inquest, which order is compulsory 
upon the treasurer of the county to pay?— I am aware there is rach a 
power. 

1642. Are you aware that great objection is made by the grand jury 
of the county of Roscommon to the amount of those orders ? — I am. 

3643. And of a reduction of the salary of coroners having taken place, the 
grand jury conceiving that these orders have been improperly given, as far as 
the amount was concerned ? — ^Yes. 

1644. Do you think any limit ought to be put to the accounts of coroners as 
to the amount of money they give to physicians ? — I think they ought not to 
be allowed to give in any case more than two guineas, or one guinea if the 
physician has not any great distance to go. 

3 6^5. Chairman.'] What are the steps necessary to be taken in pro- 
curing the rent for the lodging jilaces for militia officers ? — I am perfectly 
aware of the presentments; 501. is presented yearly in Roscommon for this 
purpose. 

1646. Is it presented on the certificate of the castle as to the amount, and is 
it compulsory ? — It is compulsory. I think it is 50 /. a year. 

1 647 . What means can the secretary at Dublin have of ascertaining what is the 
proper sum to be given for the lodging of the militia in Roscommon?—! am 
not aware of his having any means whatever ; I suppose he takes the certificate 
of the colonel or adjutant or some of the officers of the regiment. 

1648. Why should not the lodgings or the barracks of the militia be paid for 
out of the general funds as well as the pay of the officers and men ?— I know no 
reason why they should not. 

1649. If 
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1649. If if is f° be paid by the county, do you not think the county ounht 
to have some means of ascertaining whether it is a reasonable charge or not ? 
— Yes, I think they ought not only to have the means of ascertaining whether 
it is a reasonable charge or not, but they should have some use of the men. 

16,50. Do the men do any duty at present ?— Not any public duty whatever 
that I know of. 

1651. Are they capable of doing any duty ?~I do not know; I have seen 
one or two serjeants at times, but we do not know who they are or any thing 
about them ; all we know is, that the presentment is brought before the grand 
jury tor 50/., and they very reluctantly grant it, conceiving themselves com- 
pelled to do so. 

1652. Mr. F. French.'] For what period of time are convicts generally de- 
tained in gaol?— I have known them detained for several months "When I 
was sheriff of Roscommon in 1820, which happened to be a very disturbed year 
and we had an enormous number of convictions. I wrote to the Government, at 
the particular request of the gaoler, to get the convicts removed, and by pressing 
them I got them taken away in reasonable time. Some were transported from 
the spot where they were convicted, but a great many were sent to the gaol. 

They are generally kept some months after ?— Yes. 

i0')4. Mr. F. I'rench.] By whom is the expense of supporting these convicts 

borne Irom the period of their conviction to their being put on board ? Until 

they leave the gaol it is borne by the county, and it is a very heavy tax upon the 
county. ^ 

1655. Mr. Vescy.] Have you ever heard any complaints when you were on 
the board of superintendence from the governor of the gaol as to the expense 
of keeping these convicts ?— Yes, the governor of the gaol has repeatedly smiken 
to me as to the hardship upon the county ol keeping these convicts. 

1656. Have they the power of putting these convicts to hard labour?— No I 

think not. ’ 

1657. And therefore they cannot put these convicts to any work that will go 
to the credit of the gaol, or remunerate the county for the expense of keeping 
them ? — I know it is not done after a man is convicted. 

1658. Chairman.] Who pays the expense of the conveyance of convicts to the 
port of embarkation ? — The county. There are presentments sent in by the 
gaoler. 

1659. Who pays for their clothing ?— The Government, I believe. 

1660. Have you many prisoners for breaches of the Excise Laws, for illicit 
distillation? — Yes, they are constantly going in. 

1661. Do the Board of Excise pay for the support of those prisoners, or do 
the counties pay for them ? — The counties pay for their support, which I think 
is a great hardship. 

1662. Mr. F. French.] Do you consider that the power which was given to 
the Board of Works, to order the repair of mail-coach roads, was a beneficial 
one for the country consider it a very beneficial thing for the country. 

1663. Do you consider it could be advantageously extended by giving a com- 

pulsory power to the board to order the continuation of great lines which had 
been executed for one county to be carried through another? — I have a very 
strong opinion upon that subject, from the county of Roscommon having made 
a presentment which the county of Mayo have refused to continue We 
have gone to the expense of 13,000/. or 14,000/. to make a line of road which 
has been just finished through our county, leading directly from Longford to 
BaUina, in the county of Mayo. The grand jury of Mayo have refused to con- 
tinue It through their county, and Uierefore the county Roscommon are not able 
to derive the intended benefit from that expenditure. Inhere is a part of this 
Ime made by the Government between BaUina and Swineford. Unless Govem- 
nient interfere, and insist upon the completion of that road, I am very well satis- 
hed, from what has occurred on the Mayo grand jury, that they will not 
unish it. ^ 

1664. C/mirman.] Did you present that road off the county of Roscommon 

TTithout any promise or understanding with the Mayo grand jury ?— We were 
ted to suppose that the Mayo grand jury would not have the slightest oh- 
jection. ° 

1665. Captmn Jones.] Did the county of Roscommon make that road solely for 

the purpose of haying a communication with the county of Mayo f— ITie county 

»-7l- rS ' of 
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Dsnitl Kelly, Esq. of Roscommon made the road in order to open a direct communication between 

— Ballina and Dublin. At present you must go within four miles of Sligo, a very 

14 June 1836. considerable round indeed ; if the new road were made, it would cut the distance 
extremely short to w'hat it is now. The grand jury of the county of Roscom- 
mon consider that having a direct communication with the sea-port of Ballina 
would be a very material advantage to the county of Roscommon ; they also 
conceived it would be a very material advantage to that part of the county of 
Mayo, instead of going round by Shgo. They were called upon by the post 
office, who said they wonldrun a mail down if we would open this central line. 
The direct communication would be to Longford, giving us the advantage of a 
daily communication with the sea and the interior parts of the country. 

1666. You were called upon by the post office to complete the road?- — 
Yes. 

1667. Were the county of Mayo called upon by the post office? — I have no 
doubt they were, half of it being in the county of Mayo. 

1668. Had the county of Roscommon any assistance from Government 
towards making the road through their county? — No, we made it ourselves. 

1 669. Were you compelled by the Government to make that line of road ? — 
Not compelled. We conceived it would be a very great advantage to the 
county to make the road. 

1670. Mr. I'. French.'] Under these circumstances, do you think it would be 
well to give a power to the Government to force that county, or other counties 
similarly circumstanced, to complete a line of road remaining unfinished in 
their county ? — I do. 

1671. Chairman.] Do you think Government should have that power, without 
any application to the county ? — I do. I think I have stated a case in which 
the necessity is evident. 

1672. Captain Jones.] Do you not think, before the Government exercise 
that power, they ought to have the consent of each of the counties to the 
adoption of the line ? — With respect to a new road, of which no part has as yet 
been made, I think it would be very reasonable that the Government should 
consult all the counties who are interested before they begin the thing at all ; 
but in the case to which I allude it is a different thing. Here both ends are 
made, and the centre part is not made. I think, in such a case as that, a 
compulsory power, vested in the Government, would be well exercised. 

1673. Mr. F. French.] Would you see any objection to extend to cases of 
that kind the principle contained in the Bridges Act, that any county can 
memorialize the Lord Lieutenant, and on presenting a sum to defray the 
expenses upon that memorial, the Lord Lieutenant may send down a Board of 
Engineers to decide upon the expediency of executing a certain work ; and if 
that county present the work (the engineer having decided it to be a beneficial 
one) the other county or counties through which it runs should be compelled to 
carry it on ? — I see no objection. 

1674. Should you see any objection to the principle of that Act relative to 
bridges being extended to roads ? — No. 

1675. ^or instance, if the bridge of Athlone were to be rebuilt, is it not the 
principle of that Act that an engineer should go do\vn and approve of the plan, 
and then it is divided over the counties that derive benefit from it in proportion 
to the benefit to be derived ? — I think that is a very fair thing. It ought not 
to be objected to at aU. Tlie same principle ought to extend to the road from 
Athlone to Ballyuasloe. 

1676. Captain Jones.] In the case supposed, would you approve of taking 
out of the hands of the grand jury of the second county all control ever the 
expenditure to be incurred in erecting that new bridge, or making that new 
road? — I think if it is left to the grand jury, in all probability they wO] not 
present any thing. I think the fair way would be to leave it to the Go- 
vernment. 

1677. Mr. F. French^ Do you think that in a case where the engineers have 
decided upon a work being of great public utilit}% a case is made out sufficiently 
strong to get over the great objection that is made to not consulting the opinion 
of the grand jur\- of the second county ? — I believe it is absolutely necessary 
not to consult the second county in such a case. 

1678. Chairman.] Do you not conceive that principle, carried a little further, 
would lead to this — that the Government ought to take all the roads out of the 

. hands 
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hands of all the counties ? — I should not have the least objection to Govern- 
ment taking all the roads out of the counties, so far as mail-coach roads went. 

1679. The question applies to all roads ? — I do not think the power of the 
Government should extend to all roads. 

1680. Mr. Ves^.] Would you, so far as mail-coach roads go?— I should not 
have the least objection ; I should confine mj’self to the great leading roads, 
whether mail-coach roads or not. 

1681. Chairman.^ Do the Board of Works keep up any roads in your county? 
—They do ; they were formerly kept up by the Board of Inland Navigation ; 
they are now kept up by the Board of Works. 

j 682. Are you so content with the mode in which the money is so expended 
upon them, that you would approve of all the roads being in their hands ? — 
When these roads were in the hands of the Board of Inland Navigation, I think 
they were badly attended to, and we refused presentments upon them, on the 
ground that the roads were not in order; but at a late assizes we were compelled 
by the judge to grant them ; it was left to the twelve judges. It does not follow, 
however, from this, that the Government would neglect the roads intrusted to 
their care. 

1683. Mr. Vesey.] Is there any mail-coach road running through the county of 
Roscommon ? — There are two mail-coach roads running through the county of 
Roscommon ; through the two extreme comers of it. 

1684. Are those portions of mail-coach roads, which run through the county 
of Roscommon, repaired at the expense of the county, or are they turnpike 
roads ? — They are repaired at the expense of the county ; they are contracted 
for at so much a year. 

1685. You are aware of an Act that was passed two years ago, giving a power 
to the Board of Works to repair mail-coach roads?— I am. 

1686. Has that been done in your county ? — I am not aware of its having 
been done in any case in the county of Roscommon. 

1687. Captain c/bnes.] Has there been any general complaints in the county 
of Roscommon, as to the number of its compiilsory assessments, and as to its 
increase of late years ?— Very great complaints as to the increase. The grand 
jury of the county of Roscommon are abused very much for these compulsory 
assessments, and we find it very difiicult to satisfy the cess-payers, that we can- 
not avoid putting them on. I think they are the cause of all the complaints. 

1688. Have you been able to collect from time to time what the wishes of the 
grand juries for the county of Roscommon are upon that subject ; do they them- 
^Ives wish to have any change made in the mode ? — I have no doubt the grand 
juf}^ for the county of Roscommon would wish all these compulsory presentments 
to be sent in one mass from the castle, to take the odium of passing them off 
their otsu shoulders. 

1689. That they should have nothing to do with them? — Yes. 

1690. Chairman.'] Do you mean the odium of passing them, or the odium of 
raising the money ? — Both ; the odium of raising the money principally. It is 
the levying of the money they complain of. 

1691. Captain Jones.] Do you contemplate raising the money by the com- 
pulsory presentments, for the purposes of the county, at two different times ? — 
No, I do not see any necessity for it. 

1692. You suppose they may he collected by the same officer? — Yes, they 
may come down from Government in the same way as the police presentments 
come down, and then be put on by the judge without reference to the grand 
jury. 

'693. The police presentment is one of these compulsory presentments? 
— Yes. 

1G94. But it merges into the money raised by the p'and jury at large? — 
Certainly. 

1 695. Do I understand you rightly that your object is to show the people who 
pay this county cess, that a part of tlie county cess is taken from them by way 
of compulsory presentments, and the remaining amount of it only is taken from 
them by the grand jury ? — ^Yes. 

1696. Do you think that might be collected by the officer who now collects 
the county cess ? — I think that presentments might be collected under the dif- 
ferent heads, showing when they were all added up, what portion of the money 
was compulsory, and what was not, upon tlie separate baronies. 

^■ 7 ^- p 4 1697. Do 
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1697. Do you think it might be effected in this way ; we will suppose, for 
instance, the amount of the charge under these compulsory assessments to be 
1 1. for each individual, and the amount to be levied for the expense of the 
counties for that part wliich the grand jury has ordered to be another 1 L, makine 
the amount assessed 21 . ; then if the collector were to come round and give to 
Uiat individual a printed paper, telling him the entire amount of his cess was 
21, one-half of which was put on by the grand jury of the county, and the 
other half by compulsory presentments by the Government, do you think that 
would satisfy the cess payers and reUeve the grand jury from the odium they 
rest under at this moment, of levying the whole money themselves off the county ? 
—I think it would satisfy them that the grand jury were not laying on tlie whole 
of the money. 

1698. Do you think the cess payers would understand that a portion was col- 
lected by compulsory presentments, and another portion by the erand iurv? 

—Undoubtedly they would. ^ 

1699. Do you think that would remove from the grand jury the odium under 
which they lie from the county at large ? — I think it might. 

1700. Has the grand jury any objection to the mode in which they are com- 
pelled to pass these compulsory presentments at present? — Yes; they object 
very much, because it throws the odium of all these compulsory presentments 
upon the grand jury, and it is very hard to persuade the people that it is not 
their fault. 

1701. Do they object to not being allowed to examine the accounts? — Yes 
decidedly they do. They think, when they are forced to pay, they ought at 
least to have some power of looking over the accounts. 

1 702. Then they object at this moment to these compulsory presentments 
because they are compelled by law to pass these presentments without having 

any understanding whatever as to whether the charges are correct or not ? 

I have heard it very often objected to, and I have objected to it myself. 

1703. You have heard that objection made, and you object to it yourself on 
that ground ? — I do. 

^1704. Mr. French.'] I believe there are no turnpikes in Connaught? 

1705. But there is no portion of the expenses of the roads contributed bv the 

post office ?— No. ^ 

1706. Do you consider it would be fair, that the post office having a large 
surplus revenue, should contribute to the expense of the roads ?— Perfectly fafr. 
The road from Athlone to Ballinasloe should be contributed to by the post 
office. I mention this one instance out of many. 



Mortis, 21" die Junii, 1836. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



Sir Robert Ferguson. 

Sir Richard Mus^ave. 
Mr. Fitzstephen French. 
Mr. Vesey. 



Sir Edmond Haves. 
Mr. Jephson. 
Captain Jones, 



SIR ROBERT FERGUSON in the Chair. 



The Rev. Edward Marmaduke CZar^e, Local Inspector and Chaplain of the Gaol 
of Donegal, called in ; and Examined. 

1707- Chairman.] WHAT situation do you hold in the gaol of Donegal ? — I 
hold the situations of local inspector and chaplain of the Established Church. 

1708. How long have you held those situations? — I have held the situation 
of chaplain since 1824, and that of local inspector since 1826. 

1709. As you have the means from your situation of being acquainted with 
the subject, will you explain to the Committee the duties of the board of super- 
intendence and the different officers connected with the gaol of the county of 

Donegal ? 
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Donegal ? — The board of superintendence meets monthly ; their duty is to inquire 
into the due execution of the prison regulations, the conduct of the prisoners 
and officers of prisons, the cleanliness and order of the establishment, the employ- 
ment and instruction of prisoners and the state of repair of the buildings ; all 
matters of expenditure are regulated by them. Tradesmen’s bills are examined, 
and when approved ordered to be paid ; estimates for repairs examined and con- 
tracts entered into. ITie bridewells are also under their charge, and the keeper 
of a bridewell for misconduct or neglect of duty may be removed into the gaol 
on their authority and an efficient turnkey sent to supply his place. Before each 
assizes an account of the sums paid by their order is submitted to them by the 
local inspector with the vouchers of payments made, and when audited by the 
board submitted to the grand jury. Such are the heads of their duty ; there 
are other minor duties which it is perhaps unnecessary to detail. 

17*0. What are the duties of the local inspector ? — The local inspector is 
obliged to visit the prison at least twice a week. His duty on these occasions is to 
see that the law in its letter and spirit is enforced W'ith reference to classification, 
employment, instruction and all matters connected wfith prison discipline ; to 
see that the prisoner is supplied with the food and other allowances to which he 
is by law^ entitled ; to ascertain whether the prisoner has to complain of harsh or 
unjust treatment, and whether punishment has been inflicted by the governor 
yfith undue severity or wfithout sufficient cause, and if so to report such cases to 
the board of superintendence. It is his duty also to make all returns of expen- 
diture or crime directed by the Prison Act or called for hy competent authority, 
to report on petitions of prisoners when referred to him by the executive govern- 
ment. All disbursements pass through his hands, and all accounts connected 
with the expenditure of the prison are kept by him. He is obliged to report on 
oath at each assizes how far his own duty and that of the officers connected with 
the prison has been discharged. He is in fact the moral governor ol’ the prison. 

1711. What are the duties which devolve upon the chaplains ?— The chaplains 

are obliged to read prayers on each Sunday to those of their own communion, 
and besides the Sunday duty, to visit rivice a wxek the prisoners of their owm 
reli^ous denomination, for the purpose of imparting religious instruction and 
advice ; on alternate weeks to inspect the provisions to see that they are of 
good quality and properly distributed, to prepare for death those who may be 
sentenced to die and attend them at the time of execution, also to superintend 
the schools. ^ 

1712. What is the duty of the governor of the gaol and the officers under 

governor is the principal resident officer ; he is responsible for every 
thing connected with the internal economy of the prison, its cleanliness, order 
and regularity ; he is obliged to see each day every individual in his custody, 
and that every prisoner supported at the expense of the county is employed, to 
punish any breach of discipline committed, and to keep a record of that punish- 
ment ; to keep a register of all persons committed to his custody, and to carry 
ijito effect all orders received from the board of superintendence or local 
inspector. 

1713. WTiat are the duties of the matron?— To superintend the female pri- 
soners, instruct and employ them, and enforce that order and regularity which 
the law directs. 

1714. What is the duty of the medical attendant ? — He is obliged to visit twice 
a week, and also whenever his attendance is considered requisite ; to prescribe for 
all who may require his assistance ; to order such additional sustenance as may 
be necessary ; to notice the mental as well as the bodily state of the prisoners, 
and, wfith reference to that, to see every prisoner in solitary confinement on each 
^sit ; also to see that the hospital is kept in a proper state of order and clean- 
hness. 

1715. Is there any apothecary ? — No, there is no such officer. There is a 
person employed to compound medicines (which are ordered from a druggist), 
^der the direction of the medical attendant. He receives a small allowance for 
so doing, but there is no such officer as the Act of Parliament contemplates, 
formerly medicines were procured from an apothecary in the neighbouring town, 
but it was found to be an extremely expensive mode of obtaining them, and the 
present mode was adopted as a matter of economy. 

17^6. \\ith reference to the inspectors-general of prisons, what are their 
■ <i duties ? 



Kev. E. M, Clarke. 
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Rev. jB. M. Clarhe. duties ? — The counties have been apportioned into two circuits, and one of the in- 

spectors-^neral is obliged to visit once at least each year every gaol, bridewell 

21 June 1836. and lunatic asylum within his circuit, in order to see that the provisions of the 
law for the regulation of these establishments are carried into effect ; to examine 
into all matters connected with their expenditure and discipline, and to report 
thereon to the Lord Lieutenant, a copy of which report is annually submitted 
to Parliament. A uniform and effective system is thus maintained. 

1717. Mr. Fesey.] I think you said the medical man had the power of ordering 
additional sustenance in case of necessity? — Certainly; he has an unlimited 
power in that particular with regard to wine or food. 

1718. Does the board of superintendence oblige him to keep an order-book? 
— They do. 

17UJ. And does he submit that order-book to the hoard of superintendence 
at every meeting ? — He does not ; I have not known it done. 

1720. Has the inspector the power of examining that order-book? — Cer- 
tainly. 

1721. I think you said the board of superintendence in Donegal had also the 
bridew'ells under their superintendence? — Yes. 

1722. Since 



COUNTIES. 


Salary 

of 

Local Inspector. 


Salary ! 

of 

Medical Officer. 


Salary ; 

of 

Cbaplaiiu. ; 


[ of 1 

Goverour. ! 






£. 
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1727. From what has that return been made ? — It is made from the report 
of the inspectors general for the year 1834 ; the report published annually 
by order of the House of Commons. 

1728. Mr. Vesey.'] What are the number of turnkeys in the gaol of Lifford? 
— Six. 

1729. Can you state what the respective duties of these turnkeys are? — ^The 
duty of the first turnkey is the charge of the entrance door and debtors’ apart- 
ments. Two turnkeys are constantly in the wards of the prison enforcing order 
and especially maintaining silence ; the prisoners are not permitted to speak 
whether at work or not. One turnkey is constantly, during the month, on the 
platform which commands a view of the yards. One has the charge of the 
gate through which stone and other materials are introduced for the purpose of 
employing the prisoners ; and the sixth is the person who has been up at night, 
and who, after 12 o’clock (noon) is required to do some light duty, such as 
going to the post office, and taking the duty of the other men when they go 
to dmner. 

1730. Is there a watchman employed at night? — The turnkeys take that 
duty every night alternately except the first turnkey, so that each of tke five 
turnkeys is up every fifth night. 

1731. Are the turnkeys divided into classes with regard to salaries? — They 
are not, except that the first turnkey is paid a higher salary than the other five. 
He is paid 30 a year, they are paid 20 /. 

1732. Chairman.'] In what manner do the grand jury provide for the main- 
tenance of the prisoners and the officers’ salaries ? — By presentments made to 
the board of superintendence in advance. 

1733 - Is 
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1722. Since what period ? — About three years since. 

1723. Have you found the expense of the bridewells has been diminished in 
consequence of that ? — The board of superintendence has not yet taken their 

' expenditure under their management so far as regards the food and fuel sup- 

' phed ; it is a very circuitous route by which the bridewell accounts come before 

the grand jury ; they do not come before the board of superintendence at all. 

1 724. In fact, each bridewell sends a separate account to the grand jury ? — 
Hiey send a separate account, in the first instance, to the inspectors-gener^ ; if 
approved by the inspectors-general it goes to the collector of excise, who pays 
I it ; the collector of excise makes a claim upon the grand jury for reimbursement, 

I and it is allowed. The board of superintendence, in fact, do not see these 

accounts, but they are vouched upon oath, and the keeper of the bridewell, un- 
less he commits peijury, cannot charge more than the actual expenditure. 

1725. CTtairman.J What is your salary as local inspector? — Eighty pounds a 
year. 

1726. Have you any return of the salaries of the various ofiicers of gaols in 
the first class counties ? — I have. The following is a return showing the ofiicers’ 
salaries in the gaols of the first class counties in Ireland, with the total expense. 
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1733. Is there a separate sum presented for the support of the prisoners, and 
a separate sum lor the salaries ? — There is ; the salaries appear to be presented 
to the individuals in some instances, and to the board of superintendence in 
others ; but the presentment lor the support of the prisoners is made to the 
board of superintendence. In this grand warrant winch I hold in my hand, 
the sum presented for the support of the prisoners from Lent Assizes 1836 
until the Summer Assizes 1836 is 300/. 

1734. When was that presentment made ? — Summer Assizes 1835. 

1735. When was that presentment paid to the board of superintendence?— 
After the Lent Assizes of 1836. 

1736. Is it lodged in the hank ? -Yes, it is lodged in the bank to the credit 
of the board, and drawn from it by their checks according as it is required. 
Tlie bills are submitted by me monthly to the board, who give me a check for 
the entire sum required. I make the payments, take receipts, and submit those 
receipts as vouchers for those payments to the board at their next meeting. 

1737. Have you any return of the number of prisoners in the gaol under the 
excise law's ? — I have not a return of the prisoners in custody at present, but I 
have a return of all persons who were committed to the gaol at Lifibrd from the 
lOth January 1828 to the 8th April 1836. 

17.38. “Why did you make up the return from the 10th January 1828?— 
Because it was at that time that the Act of the 7 & 8 Geo. 4. c. 53. came into 
operation, wliich empow'ered the Board of Excise to grant a certain allowance 
for the support of excise prisoners in the county gaols of Ireland. That return 
has been made from that period for the purpose of making a claim on the Board 

0-7*- Q 2 of 
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Eev. E. M. Clarke, of Excise for a large sum of money considered aa due to the county for me snu- 
■ 01 prisoners convicted of breaches of the revenue laws. 

How mnnw U..™ j 



ai June 1836. 



ui ureacnes 01 me revenue laws. 

'^39- many prisoners appear to have passed through the gaol of the 
TOunty of Donegal for violations- of the excise laws during those eight Years f — 
One thousand and five. ' o j ■ 

1740- What is the total amount of their support, calculating the expense at 

BJ.perheadperday?— Thetotalis2,lli;. 2s. 6rf. 

1741. Was any demand ever made on the Board of Excise for that sum?— 
There was. 

1742. Was any sum ever paid ? — No sum was paid, or any answer that I am 
aware of returned. In this account credit is given to the Board of Excise for 
certain payments made by them for the support of prisoners some time since, 
amounting to 44 /. I0«. 7^d. 

1743- by them?— That was paid by the Board of Excise 

in the year 1832. 

1744. When was this account relative to excise prisoners prepared ? — In the 
month of Apnl, since the last assizes. 

1 745- On what occasion was it prepared ?— As a set-off against a claim made 
against «ie county for certain expenses incurred under the Peace Preservation 
Act in the years 1821, 1822, 1823 and 1824, amounting to 2,878 /. Us. 3d. 

1746. Was that the whole amount of the claim?— That is I believe the 
amount of the present claim. It had been more, how much I cannot say : cal- 
culating the instalments on the last grand warrant, that is the sum I find 
required to be paid by the baronies of Raphoe and Enishowen. 

1747- You do not know what is the amount either originally or when 

jury ?-I believe the demand was 
about 700/. more than the Government now claim. 

1748- And it was in consequence of that claim this account was made out 
making a claim against the Board of Excise?— Yes, as a set-off; the claims 
woidd be nearly bal^ced, the snm claimed by the county being 2,066/., and 
that by the Board of Excise being 2,878/., and besides that there is a fnrtlier 
sum claimed for still fines on the part of the infirmary,— the present is on the 
part of the county. 

1 749- From what did that claim on the part of the infirmary arise ? The 

county infirmary was entitled to a certain proportion of the still fines levied • 
there was a large sum of money levied under the head of still fines. I cannot 
say tor what reason this balance was not paid. In fact, all the money which the 
governors of tlie mfirmary now possess I beUeve is derived from that source. 

•*7 of the number of prisoners who have been com- 

mitted under the excise laws since 1828?— Yes; the foUowing is a return 
shomng the number of prisoners committed to the gaol of Donegal in the last 
eight years. ° 



YEARS. 


To»a! 
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Arerage Number 
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Prisonersdailj. 


1828 

1829 

1830 - - - - . 

1831 

1833 - - - _ _ 
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353 

472 

479 

•472 


1*3 
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82 

80 

98 
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82 
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IO9J 

*o 3 i 


Average number of Distillers’! 
within the eight years - -J ' 


- 


*57 


- 


Amount received from the Board of Excise for support of their Prisoners - 
Amount paid by Excise Prisoners under the Act 1st 8c 5d William TV 1 


■£• 44 10 7 i 


irom 20th December 1831 to 24th March 1836 - 




^•337 6 3 



One in each 631 inhabitants, the population of the county being (1831) 598^104. 

1751. What 
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1751. What do you mean by the amount paid by excise prisoners under the 
Act of 1 & 2 "Will. IV. ? — I mean the amount paid as the purchase of 
their own liberation, there being a provision in the Act of the 1 & 2 
Will. IV. allowing those sentenced to imprisonment or to pay a tine, to pur- 
chase their freedom altogether or in part by paying a regulated sum for each 
month redeemed. No broken period is allowed; and that sum of 337/, 6s. 3d. 
has been received by the governor, and by him was paid to the Board of Excise 
through their collector. 

1 752. Independent of any sums received from prisoners by the excise officers ? 
—Certainly ; this is a separate sum which the governor himself has received. 
Sometimes when a man is convicted he pays the amount of the penalty to the 
magistrate before w'hom he has been convicted, or to the officer who arrests 
him. 

1 753- Have you any return of the expense of convicts for their support in 
prison after sentence, and the expense of their transmission ? — I have. 

1754. Since what period ? — ^With regard to the male convicts, from the 24th 
March 1824 to the 12th March 1836, being twelve years ; and with respect to 
females, from the 16th August 1824 to the 4th April 1836, within which period 
62 male convicts have been supported at the expense of the county, subsequent 
to their sentence, at a cost of 290 /. 1 6 s. 6 d. , and the cost of transmitting these 
convicts by order of Government has been 279/. 16s. 3d., making 570/. 12s. 9d, 
Tlie female convicts have been 26 in number ; the cost of their support from 
the date of conviction to their removal has been 175/. 18s., and the cost of 
transmitting the same 131/. Os. 9d. We have very few convicts compared 
with other counties. 

1755. Mr. Vesey.] Do the convicts after sentence work ?— They do. Some 
time ago they did not, and I found very great evil to arise from it ; they were 
inclined to enter into combinations, and to give a great deal of trouble; and 
knowing that by law I was empowered to oblige them to work, as all prisoners 
supported at the expense of the county are obliged to do, I altered the practice 
so far as to oblige them to do so. 

1 756. In fact they assist to support themselves by their work ?— They do. 

1757- Is that sum you have stated the net sum?— That is the gross sum; 

there has been no deduction from it. I do not consider the work of the 
prisoners would by any means meet the expense of their support ; in fact we 
have very little profit from it. 

1758. Have you found much evil arise with respect to the contamination 
of other prisoners from keeping them so long after conviction? — Certainly. 
As soon as the returns are sent to Government of the convicts, I make an 
application to the inspectors general to have them removed as soon as 
possible. 

\ 759. What is the average time for which convicts are kept in gaol subse- 
quent to sentence, and before their transmission? — I should say, with regard 
to male convicts, the average time is five months, and with regard to females, 
nine or ten months. 

1760. Chairman.'] As the expenses of the convicts after embarkation, and 
while at the hulks, are borne by the Government, would it not appear reasonable 
that they should also he borne by Government during the time the^ are 
detained in gaol? — It would appear to me to be perfectly reasonable, and 
especially from the fact that those persons are undergoing the punishment to 
which they have been sentenced. After a man is sentenced to seven years’ 
transportation, for instance, if he pass six months in gaol, he has only six years 
and six months to pass in New South Wales. 

1761. Mr. Vesey.] What is the number of debtors in the gaol of Lifford? — 
average number is very small indeed; I would say eight each day in 

the year. 

1 762. Are they mostly master debtors or pauper debtors ? — ^Mostly master. 

^763. In fact, not supported at the expense of the county?- — No ; before the 

^btors were obliged to work they were almost all pauper debtors, but from 
the time they have been obliged to work, as any other prisoners do, there have 
been very few. There is no man, if he can possiblv avoid it, but w ho w ill place him- 

^•7'- Q 3 ' self 
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Rev. E. M. Chrke. self among the master debtors. I have known some years ago no less than forty 
- — debtors supported at the expense of the county ; and now it is rare to have 

aijunej836. three. I think at present the number of debtors is about six. 

1 764. What is the chief work you employ your prisoners upon ? — In break- 
ing stone for the roads, and pounding bone for manure. 

1765- Have you ever employed them in weaving? — Yes. 

1766. Which do you think the most profitable work? — Pounding bone 
for manure ; breaking stone is not profitable ; there is no loss upon it, but 
it does little more than pay its own expense. The great object of course is the 
employment of the prisoners. 

1 767. Do you use a tread-mill now ? — No, we have no tread-mill ; we never 
had; and considering the expense of erecting one, and that it is perfectly 
useless as regards any mamfacture, and costs a great deal for keeping it in 
repair, and I beUeve is of no service in the way of reforming the prisoners, 
being a degrading punishment, as far as my experience goes, I should not wish 
to see a tread-mill in the county of Donegal. 

1768. Captain Have you looms established at the county expense 

m the gaol ?— We have six looms, and although the inhabitants of that county 
are to a considerable extent employed in the hnen manufacture, I think it is 
highly creditable to the persons engaged in it that I am able to say that these 
Six looms have never been all employed at the same time. 

1769. Mr. Vesey.] When persons are sentenced to imprisonment for any 
time, do you ever put them to any labour to assist in their support ?— Every 
prisoner who is supported at the expense of the county, unless excused by the 
medical attendant, is obliged to work. 

1770. You do not make any difference between prisoners sentenced to hard 
labour and a prisoner who is not so sentenced ?— Yes, we do ; we make a dif- 
ference of this nature, that whereas half an hour is given previous to dinner to 
a person not sentenced to hard labour, a person so sentenced is obliged to work 
during that time ; we give a certain quantity of stone to one, and an increased 
quantity to the other. 

1771. Wbat is the mode of punishment you adopt in case the man refuses to 
work ?— In case of a man absolutely rebelling against work, we place him at 
once m solitary confinement on bread and water, which the governor has the 
power to do for three days and three nights, but in minor breaches of prison 
discipline the milk which the prisoner is allowed for breakfast is stopped for 
one, two or three days. 

1772. Mt. F. French.'] Can you state what proportion of the expense of sup- 
porting convicts IS defrayed by their labour ?— I can say in the county of 
Donegal it is very small indeed. A prisoner is entitled to one-third of the 
profits of his work, and we have never calculated the profits of stone breaking 
to entitle a man to more than a halfpenny a day, taking the cost of the material 
into consideration and all the expense connected with it. 

1773- In general does he earn a penny out of four-pence which it costs for 
his support per diem ? — The expense of the support of a prisoner in Doneo-al 
18 not three-pence per diem, and if he earns three halfpence a day he is entitfed 
to a third of the earnings. 

1774- ; Captain Jones 7 ] Do you employ the females in the gaol?— Yes. 

,. At what employment ? — Washing, sewing and spinning; theywashthe 

hnen of all the male prisoners. 

1776. Have you found the spinning profitable? — The number of females 
being very small they have been almost all occupied in washing ; the number of 
male prisoners is very large, and Uiey have a great deal to do in washing- 
lor them. ° 

1 777- Mr. 'Vesey.] Are many prisoners sent to the different gaols from Quarter 
sessions ? — Yes. ^ 

1778. What is the average time they are sentenced to be imprisoned for ? 

ihe average time, I believe, does not exceed two months, perhaps that mav be 
a high average. ^ 

1779. Have there been instances of prisoners sentenced for a short time to 
solitary confinement ?— I do not recollect an instance, except one of a soldier, 
who was sentenced by a court martial. 

1 780. What is your opinion with reference to solitary confinement as a punish- 

ment, 
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ment, suppose for one week instead of imprisonment for two months, do you 

not conceive the eifect would he much more beneficial on the prisoner f I 

cannot say that, so far as one week compared with two months. 

1781. Say for a greater period? — I do believe no punishment could be more 
useful or efficacious in the way of corrective discipline than solitary confine- 
ment, in the case of young offenders especially. 

j 782. Do you not believe it would be a great saving to the county ? — Yes, so 
far as that the prisoner would only require to be supported a short period in- 
stead of a much longer one ; if a man were sentenced to one month’s solitary 
confinement instead of six months’ imprisonment, of course it would be a saving 
of expense. 

1783. Are there many instances of young offenders coming into the gaol a 
second time?— Certainly; many instances of females, very few of males. 

1784. Do you not conceive that young offenders would have such a dread of 
solitary confinement that they would be very cautious of committing a second 
offence ? — They would, no doubt. 

1785. Chairman.'] Have you any return of the number of prisoners, with a 
comparative view of the state of education, and the state of crime for the last 
three years ? — I have. The following is a return showing the number of 
prisoners committed to Lifford gaol in the years 1833, 1834 and 1835, their 
religion, occupation, education, &c. 



NUMBER of Ceown Prisoners committed to Lifford Gaol, in the County of Dmegal , 
in the years 1833, 1834 and 1835. 



YEAR. 


RELIGION. 1 


1 


1 


Cu 


i 


I 


' 1 

0 


1 

c 

0 


BARONII3. 


TOTAL. j 


1 

0 


1 

'a 

1 

« 


K 

0 


1 


' 1 

Bi 


J 


1 


§ 


r 


f 


37 

45 


18 

21 


1833 - 


25 


34 


422 


63 


379 


40 


248 


233 


198 


j 283 , 


63 


;>35 


i8(> 


27 

24 


15' 

8i 


481 


405 


~ 


1834 - 


40 


25: 


440 


66 


3S0 


59 


282 


223 


1 '98 


307' 


78 ! 


i.50 


79 ! 


I .'■>06 


390 


6a 


1835 - 


27 


40 


398 


81 


334 


50 ; 

j 


229 


236 


|203 


j 262 


124 


1 76 : 


166 j 


;39 


8 


2sj29 


|466 


361 


63 



1786. I believe there are two boards of superintendence for the county of 
Donegal ; the board of superintendence in the gaol, and the board of super- 
intendence for charities? — Yes. 

1787. Could you recommend any thing that would make the board of 
superintendence more useful ? — I would take the liberty of suggesting that if 
dispensaries were placed under the board of superintendence it would be 
attended with advantage. 

1788. Would you propose a separate hoard of superintendence? — No; 
either the hoard of superintendence of the gaol, or the board of superintendence 
of county charities appointed under a recent Act of Parliament might suffice, 
and I would consider it an advantage if a report similar in form to the following 
were made either monthly or every two or three months, by the surgeons of 
dispensaries to the board of superintendence I propose the report should be 
in the form of answers to certain queries furnished periodically to the medical 
attendant, showing the state of the poor of the district to which he was attached, 
as to health and as to their wants and condition. 

1789. To whom w’ould you propose that should be made? — To one of the 
hoards of superintendence. The advantage I think would be, that you would 
at once have the result of the state of the poor of the country at any giveij 
period ; and these documents being preserved, that you would also see at one 
view to what advantage the money which the county expends in supporting 
these establishments had been applied. 

Q4 FORM 



Rev. E . M . Ciarku 



3] June 1836. 
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Rct. E. M. Clarke. 



31 JuQe 1836. 



FORM of Report to be made Monthly by Surgeona of Dispensaries to the 
Board of Superintendence. 



Queries. 

1 . Name of district and extent ? 

2. Number of Inhabitants? 

3. Days of attendance at the dispensary, and hours during 

which medicine is supplied on those days ? 

4. Has the medical attendant, either in person or by ap- 

proved substitute (in case of his unavoidable absence; 
attended on those days, and during those hours ? 

5. Number of the sick poor visited by the medical attendant 

at their houses ? 

6. Number to whom medicine was given at the dispensary ? 

7. Number vaccinated ? 

8. Number of females attended in labour ? 

9. Specific nature of disease by which those visited were 

affected ? number of cases of each disease and number 
who died of each ? 

10. Whether any epidemic disease has appeared, and if so, its 

nature and progress ? 

11. What the state of the poor of the district with reference 

to food, fuel and bedding? 

12. Time up to which this report is made ? 

I DO solemnly and sincerely declare, that the above report is in every pm'ticular correct 
and true. 

medical attendant of dispensary. 

_ , , . — post town. 

Dated this day of 183 



N.B.— In case the medical attendant shall refuse or neglect to make the above report, he 
shall be subject to a penalty of £. in every instance, which sum the treasurer of *the 
dispensary shall deduct from his salaiy. 



1790- Is not a return of a similar nature made by each dispensary to its own 
local governors ? — I fear the returns are not made reg;ularly or with due care ; 
that is the impression on my own mind. 

1791. Mr. Veseyl] Does the grand jury ever give the full amount of sub- 
scriptions to each dispensary ?— No ; it gives the money by a graduated scale, 
the highest sum presented being 60/. 

1792. Are the dispensaries well scattered over the county ; is there one in 
each district ?— I believe there is no district in Donegal of which the inhabitants 
have not a medical attendant of that nature. I do not think there is any 
district without a dispensary. 

^793- -A-re you aware what is the greatest distance between one dispensary 
and another ?— No, I am not ; but I cannot think there is any great distance. 
There may be some distance between the buildings in which the medicines are 
dispensed ; but they are spread so equally over the surface of the county that 
one borders upon the other. 

1794. Chairman.'] Have you any thing to recommend relative to the auditing 
of the dispensary accounts ?— I would recommend that the accounts of receipts 
and items of expenditure of each dispensary be submitted by the treasurers to 
the board of superintendence, at the same time that notice is required to be 
given of an intention to apply to the magistrates and cess payers for a present- 
ment in aid of that (hspensary, that account being vouched in the manner 
required by the commissioners of Imprest Accounts. No application should be 
considered by the magistrates and cess payers, unless the accounts of the dis- 
pensary for which aid is sought should, after having been audited by the afore- 
said board, and signed by at least three of its members, have been submitted to 
them ; a certificate signed by at least five governors of the dispensary should 
accompany the account, in which it should be stated that the medical attendant 
hath duly and faithfully executed his duty during the preceding year, if he shall 
have so long filled the office. It would be absolutely necessary in my opinion 
that the board of superintendence should have the power of enforcing these 
returns, or otherwise such a regulation would be useless. 

1795. Mr.^ 
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1795. Mr. Vesey.] Are there any infirmaries attached to the dispensaries in Rev. £. M. Chrkr. 

Donegal ? — Not any. 

1796. Do you conceive that would he beneficial, or otherwise ? — I conceive 21 June 1.836. 
it would be most beneficial if baronial infirmaries were established. 

1797. Would you recommend that there should be an infirmarj’ in each 
barony? — There are some baronies in the county of Donegal which aie small, 
and perhaps one infirmary would be sufficient for two of them. I sliould think 
if four baronial infirmaries were established it would be sufficient for the use 
of the people, and I do not consider it would be attended with any great 
additional expense, because you have, as it were, the medical staff already. 

You have only to convert the medical superintendent of the dispensary into 
the superintendent of the infirmary ; in fact, attach to his dispensary a certain 
number of beds. You would have the additional expense of some building, 
the support of those patients, and a nurse tender, but very little else. 

1798. Should you think it necessary to give a physician a higher salary, on 
account of attaching an infirmary to his dispensary? — I should. 

1799- po you not think the facility of having pupils, which he would enjoy 
from having an infirma^ attached, would amply pay him for the additional 
trouble?— The baronial infirmaries would necessarily be small, and might not 
afford much facility for taking pupils. 

1 800. Chairman.^ Has there been a great increase in the compulsory assess- 
ments in general, since you became resident in the county of Donegal? — 

There has been a considerable increase. The establishment of the District 
Lunatic Asylum has caused a very great increase. The county of Donegal is re- 
quired to contribute a sum of 9,055h IO5. \d. forthe building, which it pays by 
instalments each year of 646^. 16s. bd. The sum of 590 /. I6s. appears 
in the last grand warrant as the expense of the support of the lunatics of the 
county of Donegal in that establishment for six months. In the same grand 
warrant I observe the sura of 1,579 1. 1 s, b^d. for a moiety of the expense of 
the constabulary force, chargeable upon the county, which, I believe, is half- 
yearly. I find a compulsory presentment also, amounting to 998/. I8«. 8d, 
payable to the Board of Works for the repair of mail-coach roads. 

1801. Has there been any great increase lately in the presentments for 
malicious injuries in the county of Donegal ? — ^There has been a very con- 
siderable increase. I find in comparing the amount of compensation for malicious 
injuries, ordered to he levied at the four assizes subsequent to the passing of 
the last Grand Jury Act, as compared witli the four preceding assizes, that 
the excess has been 301 /. 3^. 6 d., the sum claimed at the four assizes previous 
to the passing of the Act being 162 1. 10 s., and the sum claimed at the four 
assizes subsequent being 463/. 13 s. 6d. The following return of the amount 
of compensation for malicious injuries shows the sums ordered to be levied in 
the respective baronies at the four assizes or presenting terms previous to the 
Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 78, having come into operation, and at the four presenting 
terms since: 



1. Summer 1832 ; 
Barony of Boylagh - 


£. s. d. 
12 - - 


£. s. d. 


2. Lent 1833: 

Barony of Enishowen - - - _ . 

„ Kilmacreoan - - - - i 

„ Tyrhugb - . _ _ 


a - - ; 
3s - - 
1 17 6 


12 - - 


3. Su.MMER 1833: 

Barony of Enishowen - 

„ Tyrhugh - - - - _ 


25 - - 

6 n 6 


35 17 6 


4. Lent 1834: 

Barony of Raphoo - - _ _ . 

,, Kilmacreoan - - - - 

„ Enishowen ----- 


56 15 - 

4 - - 


31 11 6 




£. 


83 1 - 

162 16 - 



1. Summer 
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1802. Have you formed any idea how that increase has been occasioned ? — 
It is subsequent to the last Act, and it was in consequence of that increase 
following upon the change in the law that my attention was directed to the 
subject. It would be perhaps going too far to attribute it wholly to the change 
in the law, but it certainly appears extraordinary. 

1803. The facility of obtaining compensation is greater? — ^Yes, instead of 
being laid upon a small district, it is laid upon the barony or county at large, 
and therefore a man does not feel it. It amounts, probably, to only a few 
pence in addition to what he has been in the habit of paying. 

1804. Captain Jones.l Is there any great dissatisfaction in the county of Do- 
negal as to the compulsory presentments which the grand jury are obliged to 
pass ? — Very considerable, on the part the cess payers. 

1S05. Do the persons in the situation of grand jurors themselves object to it? 

^Decidedly ; I have heard the strongest objections made by grand jurors very 
often. ^ 

1 Sod. Can you from your own knowledge state what is the nature of the objec- 
tions which the grand jurors entertain to these compulsory presentments ?— The 
objection is, that the parties who make the claim are irresponsible to them, and 
they have no control over, or power of examining into, the expenditure of those 
sums. 

1807. Do you know what complaints the cess-payers make upon tliat subject? 

They make similar complaints. Being now associated with the magistrates, 
they perhaps feel a more direct interest in all matters connected with the county 
expenditure than they did before. 

i8c8. Is it now the wish of the grand jurors to be relieved entirely from all 
share m the passing of these compulsory presentments ?— I believe so • I have 
no doubt of it. 

1809. &\T Edmond Haye$.^ Is it the opinion of the grand jurors and cess 
payers that the same object could be accomplished at much less expense if they 
had the control and management of the expenditure themselves ? — Certainly. 
For instance, I am sure, with regard to the money expended by the Board of 
Works or by their order, they consider there is probably extravagance in the 
one case, where there would be the utmost economy in the other. 

181U. Chairteian.^ Do you conceive there would be any great danger in per- 
mitting the presentments for the District Lunatic Asylum to be optional, or to 
place them on the same footing as the presentments for gaols ?— I do not con- 
sider there would be. 

1 81 1 . Do you t h i nk it is the opinion of the country gentlemen or of the ma- 
gistrates and grand jurors in general, that they should have the control of the 
expenditure of the District Lunatic Asylum ? — Certainly; the erection of the asy- 
lum, and every matter connected with it, has excited the greatest dissatisfaction 
among the magistrates, grand jurors and cess-payers. 

1812. Would 
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1813. Would you suggest anything with. resi>ect to the attendance of medical 
officers at inquests? — I would suggest that the medical attendant at dispensaries 
should be obliged to attend inquests when called upon by the coroner, or ma- 
gistrates supplying his place. 

1813. Without remuneration ? — Yes, as a part of his duty, I conceive it would 
be a matter of no hardship. 

1814. Captain Jones^ Do you not think, if they are called upon to attend in- 
quests in that way, there ought to be a power in the grand jury to remunerate 
them in case of their being taken to any distance ? — Yes, I think there 
should in such cases. 



Jovis, 23* die Juriii, 1836. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Sir Robert Fergu&on. I Mr. Longfield. 

Sir Richard Musgrave. ! Lord Viscount Ebrington. 

Mr. Fitzstepheii French. Mr. Jephson. 

Mr. Randle Plunkett. | 

SIR ROBERT FERGUSON IN THE Chair. 



George Alexander Hamilton, Esq., m. p.; Examined. 

1815. Chairman.l ARE you a magistrate, and have you formerly been a grand 
juror for the county of Dublin?— Yes, I am a magistrate, and I have been 
acting almost constantly as a grand juror for the last 13 years. 

1816. Will you explain to the Committee the difference between the system 
pursued in the county of Dublin and the other counties in Ireland in reference 
to the manner and periods of sitting of the grand jury ? — I ought to commence 
by saying that my attention was particularly directed to the County of Dublin 
Grand Jury Acts some years ago ; the system pursued there is one of old 
standing, and several alterations and improvements are very much wanted. In 
the year 1824 the grand jury appointed a committee for the purpose of consi- 
dering the amendments that ought to be introduced, and there \yas a Draft of a 
Bill prepared in consequence, which I had a good deal to do with. In pre- 
paring that Draft my attention of course was very much directed to the whole 
system. The difference in respect of the manner and period of the grand jury 
sittings to which the question refers is principally this ; in the ftrst place, in the 
county of Dublin there are no assizes, and there are tw^o species of grand juries, 
that which we call the term grand jury, and the commission grand jury! 
The business of the term grand jury is entirely fiscal, except in cases of treason, 
and crimes of that description where the criminals are tried before the whole 
Court of King’s Bench ; in such cases, 1 believe, the bills of indictment might 
he sent up to the term grand jury ; but within my experience, and as far as 1 have 
been able to ascertain, there lias been no instance of any such bill having been 
sent up to the term grand jury for the county of Dublin. Their business 'there- 
fore may he said to be entirely fiscal. There are four terms in the year, and of 
course four term grand juries ; two of these W'e call presenting grand juries, it 
being their province to make presentments for all county works as well as to 
receive the accounting affidavits of overseers. Their sittings are held 
during the Easter and Michaelmas terms. The other two term grand juries are 
called the accounting grand juries, their only business being to receive the 
accounting affidavits of overseers of public works ; they have no power of 
making presentments. Tlie criminal business of the county, that is, tlie finding 
of bills of indictment in criminal cases, is transacted by the commission grand 
Junes who are sworn in by the judges, who sit under a commission of oyer and 
terminer and gaol delivery for the county ; but they sit at different times and 
their jurisdiction is entirely distinct Irom that of the term grand juries. I should 
add that as the term ^d jury is for the whole term, of course its sitting is not 
80 much hmited in point of time as the sittings of other county grand juries are ; 

0-71 • R2 the 



Rev. B. M. CUrke. 



ei June 1836. 



G. A. Hamilton, 
£sq., M.p. 



23 June 1836. 
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G. A Barmlion, the grand juries for Dublin have the whole period for which the term lasts for 
transacting the county business. ’ 

23 June 1836 ^ 0 ‘ ?~Yes. 

1818 . Is there any specific time during the term in which the presentments 
' are brought under the consideration of the grand jury ?~Yes, by law it is requi- 

site that presentments should be laid before the Judges of the King’s Bench on 
the first day of the term when the grand juries are impaimeiled; after that they 
usually sit according to the convenience of the county officers and their own, 
the business not occupying the whole of the time. 

1819 . Lord i:brington.] Are the two grand juries generally composed of the 
same persons ?• — No ; the term grand jurors correspond more closely with what 
in Engbnd and other counties in Ireland is called the grand jury of the county 
consisting generally of gentlemen of the largest j)roperty and the highest consi- 
deration in the county ; the others usually not quite so much so. 

1820 . Mr. F. French.'] There are two accounting grand juries, you say ; are 
the works actually accounted for before the grand jmy^ itself ?—Tliose grand 
junes receive the affidavits of the overseers accounting for the works committed 
to their charge, and on their passing these affidavits, the treasurer, as in the case 
of the presenting grand juries, is authorized to make the payments. 

1821 . Chuirman.] Under what Act , are the proceedings of the grand juries 
regulated? — The 26 (^ 0 . 3, c. 14, is what may be called the County of Dublin 
Act, under which principally the term grand juries discharge their duties. 
There is also the 43 Geo. 3, c. 25, which is a private Act to amend the 26 
Geo. 3 ; Its amendments, except in one or two points which I will describe sub- 
sequently, are not very material ; they relate principally to giving greater faci- 
lities to preventing or punishing nuisances on public roads. There are also two 
other local Acts, the 50 Geo. 3, which relates only to the barony of Rathdown, 
and the 51 Geo. 3, c. 36, which relates to a part of the baronies of Uppercross 
and Newcastle, which lies to the south of the Dublin and Cork mail-coach road 
and these Acts are principally to enable the grand juries to impose a house-tai 
in addition to the acreable cess for the repair of roads in those baronies. I should 
add with reference to the Acts of Parliament, that the 59 Geo. 3. merely refers to 
the county of Dublin in authorizing or directing the grand jury to have the 
schedule of applications for presentments printed. 

1 822 . What is the mode of making presentments in that county ?— The first 
step m reference to presentments is an affidavit in the form prescribed by the 
26 Geo. 3, made by two persons liable to pay cess for 10 acres of land. The 
affidavit contains the particulars of the work proposed to be executed, the rate, 
the description of its boundaries, the distance of the nearest quarry or aravel pit, 
the proposed weight of each load of material and the price per load. '^ITie form 
varies according to the nature of thew'ork; of course there is a different form for 
making a new road or for repairing an old one, or widening or repairing footpaths. 
These affidavits being sworn, are lodged pursuant to the 59 Geo. 3, to which 
I referred, with the secretarj’ of the grand jury tliirty days before the first day of 
term. The schedule is then printed and distributed. T^ere are no special ses- 
sions of magistrates in the county of Dublin to investigate works, as in other 
counties, but some years ago, with a view to obtain the same advantages, baronial 
committees were appointed by the grand jury to meet after the publication of 
these schedules, and to examine the different W'orks executed or iiroposed to be 
executed. W hilst they continued to meet and go round , the greatest public advan- 
tage was found to arise from their investigations, but lately they have not met. 

1823 . Was that under the Act ? — ^No, I proposed it myself to the grand jury, 
and it was adopted as a voluntary arrangement and found very advantageous 
mdeed. There is, then, up to the period when the presentments come before the 
grand jury no other step that I need mention. On the first day of term the pre- 
s«itments being aU laid before the Court of Kiug’s Bench, handed to the 
officer of the county called the inspector of accounts, to be examined by him, 
and laid w ith his report before the grand jury. The grand jury name a day for 
going into business ; they usually appoint as early a day as ])ossible, giving tlie 
msjiector time to examine the estimates and accounts. His attention is first 
directed of course to the presentments of the county at large, and wffien he has 
done that, the grand jury meet and go through them. 

1824 . Mr. F. French.] The presentments are laid before the grand jury, 
approved of or disapproved of by the inspector, with his report? -With his 

report ; 
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report ; there is no approval or disapproval on his part, he merely states whether g. j 4. IlaviiUon, 
tliere be any overcharge, or any thing in the presentment not conformable Esq., m.p. 
to law. “ 

1825. Does he state whether he considers it necessary? — ^No, he only gives 23 June 1836. 
his opinion ^ to the legality of the presentment, and whether upon the face of 

the account there appears to be any overcharge. ITiere are rules laid down by 
the grand jury, by which, in reference to that, he is guided ; for instance, they 
require a car to run, I believe, 20 miles for 2s. 6d., and a cart 10 miles, and 
if on examining the affidavit, which states the distance from the nearest gravel 
pit, he discovers that the price is higher than the price allowed by the grand 
he reports accordingly ; I am speaking now with reference to presentments 
that are proposed to be made. 

1826. Then, if I understand you right, the grand jury have nothing to guide 
them as to the fairness of the price demanded except their own individual 
opinions, because you have no sessions in the county of Dublin or even a county 
engineer ? — No ; both, I think, are very much required, hut the grand jury have 
the affidavit, which is required to state the distance from the (parry, with the 
price and weight per load, and they have the means of ascertaining the 
reasonableness of the charge by the computation the inspector is obliged to 
make. 

1827. Then, I suppose, as in other counties, the question is put by the fore- 
man and decided by the jury, whether the presentment passes or whether it does 
not ? — Precisely, except that the jury feel themselves in a great degree bound 
by the inspector’s report ; if he reports any irregularity or overcharge it is 
uniformly the custom to deduct it if the presentment passes. 

1828. I believe the county of Dublin is exempted by the new Act with re- 
spect to the system of tenders ? — In all the Acts which have lately been passed 
to amend the grand jury system, the county of Dublin has been exempted, with 
the exception of that one clause in the 59 Geo. 3, directing the publication 
and printing of the schedules. 

1829. Have you the power of presenting a lesser sum than is demanded, or 
a smaller number of perches ? — No, not practically, on account of the particu- 
larity of the affidavit, unless the deduction is made on a certain proportion; 
the grand jury occasionally allow half the sum to execute half the number of 
perches ; that is done, but I apprehend there must be an irregularity in the form 
of the accounting affidavit even in that case. 

1830. Chairman.'] What is the mode of accounting? — The law requires with 
reference to the accounting, that there should he a transcript of the present- 
ment and of the estimate on which the presentment was originally made ap- 
pended to the accounting affidavit, and that the working overseer should swear 
that the work has been executed according to the presentnient and the estimate, 
and tlie head overseer that he believes the account to be true. The form of 
the affidavit is as follows: “I have executed the work pursuant to the above 
presentment and the plan and estimate laid before the grand jury.” And there 
is the form given of the account, stating the labourers’ names, tlie number of 
carts employed, the number of days, the number and price of loads, the price 
of labour per day and the amount of cash paid, the incidental expenses, over- 
seer’s charge of 1.9. in the pound, and so on. Tlicre is likewise appended to 
the form of the affidavit, that no cart has been employed the wheels of which 
are not at least three inches broad, that each cart contained a load of 10 cwt., 
and each car 5 cwt., and also that the whole of the work has been executed 
between the 25th February and 29th September. 

1831. Is there no power to execute work between the 29th September and 
the 25th Febniary? — Under the 26 Geo. 3, the grand jury have also the 
power of appointing what are called annual overseers ; they can only be ap- 
pointed at Easter term, and their duty is to keep in repair and free from 
nuisances any number of perches not exceeding 600, and to expend in doing so 
a sum not exceeding sixpence Irish currency per perch, within six miles of 
Dublin, and three-pence per perch Irish currency beyond it. There is no pre- 
vious presentment made in reference to this species of work ; there is merely an 
appointment by the grand jury of an individual to keep the road in repair. 

On the great roads in the barony of Rathdown, under the 50 Geo. 3, to which 
I referred, and in the baronies of Newcastle and Uppercross, under the 51 
Geo. 3, to which I also referred, thej’e is a pow'er given for the annual overseers 

0.71. H 3 to 
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E.,„ M.p. ’ ,, fp? ^ the larger sum, Is. &d. per perch, on the great roads in the barony of 

P® 0 “ ™>‘ds, the Milltown and EathmLs 

^3 Ju». 1S36. ™ the barony of Uppercross, and <Jrf. per perch on all the other roads to 

the left of tire Rathcool turnpike road. There is no particular form given 
and the expenditure of the money is left to the discretion of the overseers they 
tong bouiid to account, and to give a detailed statement of the expenditure 
the date, the mode of laying it out and the number of labourers employed to 
the succeeding Easter term grand jury; on that account being sworn to a 
presentment is made the amount raised and paid to the overseers subsequent’ to 
the JNovember term following. ^ 

18311. Mr. l<rench.'] Is there any qualification required for these annual 
overseers, as there was for the supemsors in the other counties ?— No qualifi- 
cation by law, but the grand jury are particular in the appointment. 

i» 33 - 'V hat class ot I»rsons arc generally appointed ?— Principally the gen- 
tlemen of the county or the better description of farmers. ^ 

1834. Is there any control over them of any kind ? No. 

1835. No inquiry as to whether this money has been actually expended ?— 
^ot beyond their affidavit, which they are obliged to make when they come to 
account, and a detailed statement ol the expenditure. 

1 836 Do they make an affidavit themselves f— 'ITiey make an affidavit the 
form of which is given in the Act. The form of the affidavit by the work- 
mg overseer, who is appointed not hy the grand juryliut by the head overseer 
^that the account which is appended to the affidavit is true in every particular 
ITie head overseer siyears he believes the annexed account hy the working 
' work"'*^ person in whom he confided to execute the 

1837. Does he state the roads are in order ? — No. 

1838. Chjdrm] How has that system been found to answer?— In the part 
of the county in which I live, where the overseer is anxious to do his duty it 
appears to me to be the best laid out money in the county. I may mention as 
an instance, that a gentleman near me (Mr, Woods, of Milverton) has some 
roads in which there is considerable thoroughfare, under his superintendence 
as mimal overseer, with a power of laying out only 3 d. Irish per perch ; these 
roads are certainly the best in any part of the county. I live in the northern 
part of the county, and we have no roads in our barony within six miles of 

,1 a . general power is, tliat within six miles tlie overseer may be 
authorized to lay out 6d. per perch, beyond six miles 3d ; but there are ex- 
ceptions in the case of those baronies to which the honse-tax applies That 
exception however, does not refer to the part of the county in which I reside 
whieP referred only to one particular instance, in 

w ich } ou state the work to have been well done ; does the observation applicable 
to that particular instance, m your opinion, also apply generally to work done 
under the same system?— Ishould say generally; as far as I have liaLn opportunity 
ot obsenmg that, the best laid out money in the county is the money laid out 
by the annual oversffirs. 1 mention the case of Mr. Woods particularly as one 
“hserred it in my neighbourhood. I venture to say 

mads as annual overseer, are as good as any 

roads that can be pointed out any where. ° ^ 

he ' 1= '.hj; appointment renewed annually ?— Yes, unless there 

almnTa's *e annual overseer, the appointment is renewed 

almost as a matter of course. 

1841. Ur. F French.] Are there any wages given to the working overseer 
who IS appointed by the annual overseer?—! am not prepared to say whether 
m lie account the working overseer charges la. in the pound as the annual over- 
hmiff ^ r reference to the annual overseers, that the law 

limits the number of perches to 600 Irish, so that the maximum which the 
overseers, except on particular roads near DubHn, have the power ot laying out, 
‘he wages, if they are charged, scarcely worthmen- 

appoint the same person overseer for more than one 
“mU ^ TU *““'*'* ‘S' appointment m each case to one road, or at least to 600 
perches. The reason why I think ,t works better than the other system is, that 
It appears to me calculated to obviate the great objection to our Irish system of 
grand jury presentments, and that is, that before the presentment can be made, 

the 
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the road must be out of repair ; whereas the proper principle, as it appears to 
me, would be to prevent the road ever getting out of repair. 

1843. Will you describe the mode of raising the amount presented ?~With 
regard to the mode of raising the amount presented, the county, under the 
26 Geo. 3, is divided into 1 14,657 parts, each of the nine baronies being divided 
also into proportions of that total division ; and each of the parishes in the 
different baronies being divided likewise. The law limits the sum which, under 
that particular Act, can be presented to 1 s. per part at each presenting term ; 
and the shilling is usually divided by the grand jury between the county and the 
barony, that is to say, they limit the presentments in each barony to the sum 
which is made up by 6d. for each part, and they present on the county at large 
the sum made up by the other Qd. The presentment on the county at large 
seldom come to so much. The inspector of accounts apportions the total 
amount of presentments made by the grand jury at each presenting term upon 
the baronies, according to that table, and lays his apportionment before the 
grand jury upon tlie last day of term ; the grand jury make the present- 
ment upon each barony accordingly. Within ten days after the last day of 
term the treasurer issues his warrant to the baronial collectors, stating the 
amount upon each barony according to the inspector’s apportionment ; on 
receiving that warrant the collector is hound to serve a transcript of it upon 
one of the churchwardens or two inhabitants of each parish ; a vestry is 
then called, and applotters are appointed by the parish. If the parish 
should not assemble in vestry, or should not appoint applotters, the collector is 
authorized to make the applotment himself ; he then proceeds to collect, and 
he is bound to pay the amount which he receives from time to time to the 
treasurer, who, under the same Act, is bound when it amounts to 100/. to pay it 
into the Bank of Ireland to the credit of the county. The collector’s accounts 
are closed and their warrants taken up with the applotment, and with a list of 
defaulters four days before each presenting term. With regard to arrears, the 
collector is bound, 21 days before each presenting term, to hand a list of the 
arrears to the churchwardens of each parish, who call a meeting of the parish ; 
which meeting is empowered to levy where they can the amount of these arrears. 
The uncollectable arrears are re-presented by the grand jury subsequently, not 
upon the individual defaulters, but upon the parish or district at large. With 
regard to the house tax, which amounts I believe to about 3,000/. a year, the Acts 
direct that a valuation should be made witliin a certain period after their passing, 
of the different houses in the districts to which they refer, and that not more 
than I s. in the pound upon the value of those houses should be presented in 
addition to the sum raised by the ordinary presentments towards the repair of 
roads in those districts. There is a power in the Acts of having a new valu- 
ation made with reference to new houses, but no power of revaluing old houses, 
which is found to be exceedingly inconvenient, there being no means of com- 
pelling the inhabitants to make a new valuation of new houses, they generally 
refuse to do so. 

1 844. Does the treasurer’s warrant go to baronies or to parishes ? — The 
treasurer’s warrant sets forth the amount to be raised off the beirony at large, 
and the proportion of that amount chargeable upon each particular parish. 

1 845. Do the 7 Geo. 4 and the subsequent Valuation Acts refer to the county of 
Dublin? — Not having looked into the Acts I cannot answer precisely; I con- 
ceive, however, they co\ild hardly be considered applicable to houses which 
had been valued under the Rathdown smd Uppercross House-tax Acts, the 
general valuation Acts being, as I believe, merely references to assessments 
made under the ordinary system of grand jury presentments. 

1 846. Are there many detached parts of the baronies in the county of Dublin ? 

' — ^The baronies are very much intermingled with each other, and there are also 
detached portions of some baronies in other counties insulated completely. 

_ 1847. Mx. Longjidd.'] Does that give rise to much inconvenience? — I think 
It does ; the people in the detached portions of the baronies, which are very 
remote from Dublin, complain that without deriving much advantage, they have 
to contribute their share to all the count}' presentments. 

1848. ChaiTtnan.'] With reference to the mode of paying, how are persons 
entitled to receive the sums presented? — The firet step is this; when the 
accounting affidavits are lodged, the inspector examines them, compares them 
With the original presentments, and lays them, with his Report, before the grand 
®-7i* H4 jury. 



■ . d. HcnrtiHon, 
Esq,, M.p. 
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ij"^i ‘•“y “f to™ he produces to the grand jury drafts on the 

Bank of Ireland for the payment of the amount of each presentment, signed bv 
himself as inspector ; the foreman of the grand jury signs these drafts also, and 
they are then handed by the inspector to the treasurer, who countersigns them 
and gives them to the parties entitled to receive them, taking a receipt. The 
treasurer, four days after term, is required by law to open his office for eight 
days m order to deliver the drafts. He produces the receipts of course as his 
vouchers with his accounts at the next term. 

1849. What officers are there in the county of Dublin, and what are their 

duties ?— The treasurer, inspector and secretary. The duty of the treasurer 
in addition to what I have above stated, is to keep the accounts of the county 
at large, and of each of the nine baronies 1 to keep his office open for the pav^ 
ment ot drafts 1 to issue his warrants to the collectors ; to receive the money 
from them from time to time ; to pay into the bank when it amounts to 100^ • 
to pay coroners’ and judges’ orders to wtnesses. His security is 2 000/ and 
his sahiy altogether is 191/. lO^. 7d. for the half year. The particulars are 
given in the paper I hold m my hand, which is the draft of a report of a com 
mittee of the grand jury in reference to the salaries of the several county offi- 
cers, and the authority under which those salaries are granted, which if the Com 
mittee think proper to receive, wdl preclude the necessity of my now soins more 
fully into detail. & & 

1850. Will you please to hand it in, and state shortly the amount of the 
salaries paid to each officer ? — The salaries half yearly are as follows : 

£. s. d. 

The Treasurer - - . 191107 

Secretary - - . 98 18 2 

Inspector - - - 92 6 I 



That portion of the inspector’s salary which in this table is now 50/. 15^. 4d. 
was originally 100/. ; but when a vacancy occurred in 1822, one of the candidates 
proposed to perform the duties for 50/. instead of 100/., giving the other 50/. 
to the widow' of the last officer ; the grand jury however thought the 50/. might 
as well be saved to the county, and reduced the salary from 100/. to 50/. The 
clerk of the peace’s salary is made up partly of fees ; the fees at the period 
when this return w'as made amounted to 64/. 18,?. 4^d., a portion of it being 
made up offees, it is of course variable. The sum granted to the deputy clerk of 
the peace in this table is 141 1. 2s. 4d., but being made up principally by fees it 
must also be variable. There is 13/. 16s. lid. granted as the salary of the 
clerk to the commissioners of wide streets for making valuations of houses in 
the county of Dublin in pursuance of the Wide Street Act, the 47 Geo. 3 c. 74. 
Tlie duties of the inspector are, first, to procure an account signed’hy the 
cashier of the Bank of Ireland previous to each term. Secondly, to ascertain 
the proportion in favour of the county at large and of each barony from the 
treasurer’s books, and to lay it before the grand jury on the first day of term • 
next, he has to receive the accounting affidavits, to examine and audit them' 
and to lay them with his report before the grand jury ; he has also to receive 
and audit all presentments made, examining the accounts and laying them 
before the grand jury on the last day but two before term, and on the last day 
of term, as I have stated before, to prepare and produce drafts for the money to 
be paid to the overseers of the works. Then he has to tot up the amount of 
the presentment book, to strike the balances of the presentments on the county 
at lai-ge, and on each of the respective baronies, according to the table given in 
the Act, apportioning separately the sums granted in the three baronies under 
the House-tax Acts. He has also to examine the requisitions for presentments 
under the House-tax Act, and the accounts consequent upon such present- 
ments, and to report any overcharge or irregularities connected with the pre- 
sentments generally of the grand jury . The business of the secretary is princi- 
pally that which I presume the secretaries of all counties transact, to prepare 
presentments ; to attend the grand juries at the four terms ; to prepme and issue 
the printed notices ; to give information of the last day for lodging affidavits j to 
send out circulars to the gentlemen who compose the baronial committees' for 
examining the roads, stating the day and place where they are to meet. He 
has to attend at his office about 30 days previous to each presenting term to 
receive the affidavits. He lias then to classify them when they are all received in 

then’ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



SELECT COMMITTEE OX COUNTY CESS (IRELAND.) 137 

their proper baronies, to draw out the schedules from them, and to have them G. A. Hamilion, 
printed. In the baronies of Uppercross and Newcastle there is considerable 
difficulty and trouble in properly arranging presentments, some portions of these — — 

baronies being liable to the house tax, and other portions not. He has also to 
make a list of the annual overseers, the requisitions for the appointment of 
which are only lodged four days previous to each term. He has to attend the 
Court of King’s Bench and the grand jury during each term, and to attend the 
inspector whilst he is making his calculations of the sums to be raised for each 
barony. Subsequent to the sitting of the grand jury he has to copy the book of 
presentments and see that it is correctly printed. These, I believe, are his prin- 
cipal duties. 

1851. Have the offices of inspector and secretary ever been united in the same 
person ? — ^No. 

1852. Do you conceive it would be possible or advisable to unite them? — The 
secretary has very extensive duties to perform ; under a new system it appears 
to me that in the event of a county engineer being appointed, the office of 
inspector might ultimately be united with that of engineer, for the examination 
of the accounts might I think be advantageously combined with the examination 
of the wmbs by the county engineer. 

1853. Do you conceive there is any necessity for a clerk of the peace and a 
deputy clerk of the peace ? — I am not aware what the clerk of the peace actually 
lias to do ; the deputy clerk of the peace appears to me to do all the business. 

1854. What proportions of the county expenses are discretionary and coin- 
pulsory upon the grand jury? — In the year 1832, with a view to another object, 

I ascertained exactly the character of each presentment in reference to its being 
discretionary or compulsory, and the result of my investigation is contained in 
the paper which I hold in my hand. I divided the presentments into seven dis- 
tinct heads. It is as follows : 



1. Miscellaneous: — £. s. d. 

Constabulary ----- 2,887 7 1 

County hospital - - _ - . 1,407 7 10 

Gaol ------- 2,907 10 5 

Court-house - - - - - go — — 

2. Administration of justice, comprising fees and salaries of 

under-sheriffs, court keepers, clerk of commissioners of 
Wide-street, clerks of crown and peace, coroners, fScc. - 

3. County officers, treasurer, inspector, secretary, collec- 

tors, &c. ------- 

4. Assessment in Donore and St. Sepulchre Baronies - 

5. Damages for malicious burnings - - - _ _ 

£. 



£. 



I conceive the first fonr heads to be compulsory ; the fifth, damages for malicious 
burnings to be compulsory on proof of malice, so that during that year the com- 
pulsory presentments amounted to 11,825/. 11«., and the remainder, including 
1,080/. Os. 5d. for the disiiensaries, being the only portion of the county bur- 
thens which it was discretionary in the grand jury to regulate, amounted to 
9.189/. G^. 5d. I would have prepared a statement for the last year if I had had 
the abstract of the presentments in London, but happening to have this paper, 
I have brought it with me to the Committee. 

1B55. Is there much benefit derived from your dispensaries or county hos- 
pitals ? — The county hospital being situate in point of fact in the city of Dublin, 
the inhabitants of the remote parts of the county feel that they derive very httle 
benefit from it, there being always numerous applications for admission by the 
inhabitants more immediately round the county infirmary ; it being uncertain 
therefore whether admission can be obtained, people are unwilling to incur the 

0.71. s expense 



6. Dispensaries - - - - 

7. County works, roads and bridges - 



£. s. 



7^252 5 4 
1.54’ 7 1 




803 3 10 

11,825 14 - 
1,080 - 5 
8,iog 6 - 

21,014 ’7 5 
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G. A. Hamilton, expense of sending from a considerable distance. I beg to add that, having 
frequently through the county infirmary, it appears to me to be extremely 
June ,830 conducted. 

1856. Have any of your disjjensaries any fever or other wards united to 
them ? — Recently ; last November term I proposed combining an infirmary with 
the dispensary which is connected with my .property ; the work is now in pro- 
gress, and I feel quite satisfied that with a very trifling expense indeed, I shall 
be able to combine the advantages of an infirmary with those of a dispensary. 
In the county of Dublin there are a great number of dispensaries, more than a 
due proportion of which are immediately around the city, arising probably from 
the facility of obtaining subscriptions from the citizens who reside in the viUas 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Dublin. The dispensaries in the remoter 
parts of course extend over larger districts. In the case of a dispensary which 
I am particularly connected with, I made a calculation, and I think our district 
is about twelve miles by six, ^\-ith a population of about 10,000 ; the average 
number of persons relieved during the year amounts to above 3,000, and the 
whole expense to the county for that amount of relief is not more than between 
601. and 70/. 

1857. Have you any board of inspection of charities in the county of 
Dublin ? — A board for the inspection of medical charities was appointed under 
an Act which passed two or three years ago, but I do not think they have met, at 
least I have not heard, though I am a member of the board, of their having been 
summoned to meet. 

1858. How are the coronera paid in the county of Dublin? — ^The coroners in 
the county of Dublin appear to me to be very inadequately paid, and there is 
great necessity for a revision of the system in that county. Their duties in a 
very populous county, as the county of Dublin, of course are very extensive 
and onerous. The 1st Geo. 4. cap. 28, limits the remuneration of coroners 
to forty guineas each term there are two coroners in the county, and, there- 
fore, supposing the maximum is granted by the grand jury, the salary of each 
would be only forty guineas a year. The subsequent Act of the 3d Geo. 4. 
requires a very high qualification for coroners in Ireland, 200/. a year of an 
estate of inheritance, or 400/. a year freehold above incumbrances, which ap- 
pears very disproportioned to the amount of salary. The 4th Geo. 4. cap. 43, 
which increases both the number and salary of coroners in other counties, does 
not extend to the county of Dublin, nor does the 5th Geo. 4. which empowers 
grand juries to apportion the duties oi coroners. In consequence of this system 
the grand jury have been under an impression, on more occasions, than one, 
that there have been some abuses on the part of coroners, under the 10th Geo. 4. 
of the power of giving 51. to witnesses for attending inquests, and on several 
occasions it has appeared to them that the coroners have given a larger fee to 
medical men whom they have brought down with them from Dublin to attend 
inquests than the circumstances of the case required, there being medical men 
connected with the dispensaries on the spot who "would have been very well 
satisfied wuth the fee of a guinea. 

1859. Do you conceive it w'ould be advisable to empower the coroner to call 
upon the medical attendant of the dispensary on the spot ? — The coroner has at 
present the power of calling upon him, but it would be very advisable that the 
coroner should exercise that power rather than bring a medical gentleman from 
Dublin at a considerable expense to the county. I think the 3d Geo. 4. and the 
4th Geo. 4. with respect to coroners should be extended to the county of 
Dublin. 

i8fio. Have you any suggestions to make for remedying the present system? 
— I will state what appear to be the principal defects under the different heads 
of your examination. With regard to the repair of roads, in the first place the 
great objection is that which I presume is general in Ireland, that a road must 
be out of repair before it can be presented for; whereas the proper system would 
be always to keep it in repair. The second is, that in the extreme particularity 
of the estimate, as required by the County of Dublin Act, there is no aUowance 
for any change of circumstances ; timt is to say, if the road becomes a little 
w’orse in one particular spot while the presentment is lying over, there are no 
^ans of putting a little more material on that spot and a little less on another. 
There is likewise in the County of Dublin Act a necessity for gravellin'^ the 
whole breadth, in consequence of the form of the oath, for the entire number of 

jierches. 
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perches. Tlie darning system, which I believe is felt to be usefully adopted in ^ HamUcat, 

other counties, is not strictly applicable to the county of Dublin. The grand 

jury, however, have occasionally sanctioned it, but in so doing it seems to me 

they have stretched the law a little more than, a grand jury ought to do. I ^ ' 

think, therefore, it would be very advisable that overseere should not be bound, 

as they are at present in the county of Dublin, to place the full quantity of 

gravel for the full breadth on every perch of the whole number of perches, for 

it almost invariably happens that there are some portions of the road presented 

for, which do not require repair, hut strictly according to the terms of the oath 

overseers are bound to repair^ that which in fact does not require repair, by 

putting the quantity of material stated in their affidavit upon it. 

1861. Then you would require them to put a certain quantity at different 
points without specifying the breadths ? — Precisely ; leaving them a discretion. 

1862. How would you propose to ascertain that quantity, what check would 
you propose? — A good deal must in all these cases be left to the discretion of 
the head overseer ■, where that discretion is found to be abused, the grand jury 
of course should guard against it, by not appointing the same person an over- 
seer again ; besides, the accounting affidavit should give all the particulars. 

The next point in which I think the system requires alteration in the county of 
Dublin is in the limitation of time. No presentment can be executed under 
the Act, between the 29th of September and the 20th of February, whereas 
October we know in Ireland is a very good month for repairing roads ; in the 
next place, there is a want of due examination, with regard to the necessity of 
the work previous to the presentment being made. 

1863. The examination of the inspectors refers not to the necessity of the 
work, but to the prices of the work? — Yes, the inspector has nothing to do with 
the merit of the work beyond the examination of the accounts. I would 
therefore suggest, that in the county of Dubhn special sessions should be intro- 
duced. There is further, the want of a responsible officer for superintending 
works. It was suggested in the draft of the bill, to which I referred so long 
ago as 1825, that a county engineer should be appoint«l, and I think there .is 
but one opinion among all persons connected with the county as to the expe- 
diency of such an appointment. There is also an inconvenience connected with 
the system of annual overseers, to which 1 have alluded ; the head overseer is 
generally a year and a half out of his money, w'hich I think is objectionable. 

The presentment for the amount cannot be made until the full year is completed, 
and then six months elapse before the money is available. 

1 864. Would you suggest that the money should be presentable the pre- 
ceding half-year ? —Presentable either at the term the presentment is made, or at 
the succeeding term. I think also, and the observation perhaps applies 
generally to the grand jury system in Ireland, that there is an inconvenience in 
the want of means to pay in read^'^ money labourers connected with the execution 
of county w'orks. I will point out the w'ay in w'liich the system acts injuriously 
in the county of Dublin ; where a gentleman of property employs a labourer in 
a county wmrk, of course he will pay him in ready money ; but it frequently 
happens that where a respectable farmer, who, perhaps, cannot well afford to he 
considerably out of pocket, is the head overseer, he may not have the means of 
paying the man in ready money, the consequence of which is, that it is gene- 
rally found by the grand jury that the working overseers, who, generally 
speaking, are farmers of that description, employ their owm cars in the execution 
of the work, and consequently the work is executed, not so much with reference 
to tile best time for its execution, as w'ith reference to the convenience of the 
farmers in drawing material, and it likewise happens very frequently that in- 
stead of the nearest quarry or gravel pit being used, in order that a larger 
proportion of the presentment should go into the pockets of the car owners, or 
cart owners, a more distant quarry is selected, though perhaps not so good a 
one. Witli regard to the division of the county into parts, I believe tliat 
division is founded upon some very ancient calculation of the relative value of 
the different parishes and baronies in the county, but it differs very widely from 
the actual or relative area of the baronies or districts of the county at tliis 
moment. The county, according to that tariff, is supposed to contain 114,657 
parts ; according to the latest map made by Mr. Duncan, a civil engineer, 
about 13 or 14 years ago, it contains 148,333 Irish acres of arable land ; So 
that if the parts were intended to signify acres, the tariff is exceedingly incorrect. 

0.71. I Xhe 
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The next inconvemence connected wiUi the present system, to which I shonH 
refer the Committee, is, the want of a power in the House Tax Acts, either to 
make a new valuation of old houses, or to re-present insolYent arrears, in 
consequence of which, there is a constantly accumulating arrear arising from 
houses occupied by paupers, or which are unoccupied, or have fallen down 
TJis mconvenience the grand jury have endeavoured to obviate by presenting 
short of the amount of the valuation as it now exists, but it is generally felt 
that in doing so they are not acting up to the letter of the law, which appears to me 
on principle to be very objectionable ; in fact, we present a larger sum of money 
than the estimated cost of the works. TTie lawrequires that the amount raised under 
- the House Tax Acts should be in addition to the sum raised for the ordinary county 
works under the 26 Geo. 3 ; the grand jury are therefore bound, in the' first in- 
stance, to present under that Act, and if the applications for presentments for 
those parts of the baronies to which the House Tax Acts refer sliould not come 
up to the full amount of the valuation, the grand jury, in order to make allow- 
ances for insolvencies, present the full amount of the valuation, which I think 
objectionable. If they were only to present the amount of works approved of 
there would be a considerable deficiency arising from those insolvencies and 
there being no power of correcting the valuation, either by a new valuation or 
by a re-presentment of these deficiencies, there would be a constantly accumu- 
lating arrear to the overseers of works, which would ultimately absorb the funds 
of those baronies. An inconvenience also arises, ^^Hh reference to the treasurer 
from the necessity of his paying all sums into the Bank of Ireland. He has occa- 
sionaUy no means of answering the judge’s and coroner’s orders for the payment 
of witnesses, m consequence of which the grand jury have latterly presented a 
sum in advance to enable him to meet these demands, wliich is also obiection- 
able, and not strictly according to law. There is another inconvenience or 
mconsistency, in the present system as regards the treasurer 
Ihe 26 (jeo. 3. was intended to divest him of all responsibility, in a pecuniarv 
beyond 100/., and yet the 43 Geo. 3. which is an amendment of 
the 26 Geo^3. places the entire funds of the county completely under his con- 
trol. Ihe 2b Geo. 3. made the drafts, which are signed by the foreman and 
inspector, when countersigned by the treasurer, payable to the overseer or his 
order ; but the 43 Geo. 3. makes these drafts payable to bearer ; so that ail the 
drafts being handed by the inspector, signed by himself and the foreman to the 
treasurer, the treasurer, merely by countersigning them himself, has the power at 
any time of getting into his own hands the entire of the county funds thouah 
his security is only 2 000/. This ought to be remedied. The objectioA is only 
an abstract one in the present instance, for the treasurer is a gentleman of the 
highest respectability ; but it is objectionable upon principle, and oudit to be 
remedied. 1 ought to add that Mr. Baker, the treasurer of the ewnty of 
Dublin, appears to me to have the best system of keeping his accounts of any 
public oflicer I have ever met with. ITie system of presentments in the city of 
Dublin is pretty much the same as in the county. Mr. Semple, who acts as cn 
gmeer for the public works connected with the city under some arran<»ement 
with the grand jury, though there is no power by law to appoint a regular engineer 
sent me a statement in reference to his appointmeni, in order that if any matter 
relating to jus office should come under the consideration of the Committee thev 
may ^ve him an opportunity of explaining it. ’ ^ 

prepared to say how he is paid 

i8bb. Have you any other suggestion to offer to the Committee ?— I will but 
add, It appears to me it would be advisable that all roads within a certain distance 

7the BoaTd of Wo^ superintendence 

Mr. liohert Murray, called in ; and Examined. 

T CAnirmaa.] WHAT situation do you hold in the Provincial Bank of 

Ireland?— I am inspector of the branches of the Provincial Bank. 
i8bb. How long have you been in that situation ?— Nine years 
i86g. Do your duties require you to visit the different branches ?— They do 

1870 . Where are you resident ?— My residence is in Dublin, but I spend tlic 
greater part of my time in the provinces. 

1871 . Has tJie question of the performance of the duties of county treasurer 
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in Ireland by the bank been brought under your consideration ? — It has, by a 
recent correspondence with the magistrates of Tyrone. 

1872. What do you conceive to be the duties of county treasurer ? The 

duties of a treasurer are chiefly to receive and disburse monies. I am aware 
that the duties of county treasurer extend considerably beyond these ; that it 
is his duty to receive from the clerk of the Crown, after they have been agreed 
upon by the grand jury and fiated by the judge, the various presentments, 
whether these presentments are upon the county at large or upon baronies, and 
to applot them according to the practice which exists in the particular county, 
and which varies in different counties. In some cases, I believe, the applot^ 
nient is on plough lands ; in others, on a given number of acres, and in some 
instances in the north of Ireland, it descends to townlands. ' He also furnishes 
these applotments to the various barony collectors, who proceed to collect the 
money to be levied, and pay it to the treasurer under the terms of the 
existing law. 

1873. What obstacles are there to tke Provincial Bank, or any other bank, 
undertaking the duty of county treasurer of Ireland ?~There is an oath which 
the treasurer is obliged to take which could not be taken by a public body. It 
could not be administered to them. There is also security which the treasurers 
are called upon to find, which no bank would give separately, or for any of their 
officers. I am not aware of any other obstacle which would prevent a bank 
undertaking the duties of treasurer unless it were in the case of serving notices 
where legal evidence of the notice is required to be preser\'ed, and preparing the 
securities of the baronial collectors. In both these cases the interposition of a 
professional man, such as the secretary to the grand jury, or the clerk of the 
Crown, would seem to be necessary. 

1874. Supposing the oath to be altered, the separate security done away 
with, and the other objections stated by you obviated, in case of the bank doing 
the duty, are you aware of any other difficulty? — I am not, provided the oath 
were altered, the separate security done away, and the other objections stated 
by me removed, I do not conceive that there are any other obstacles in the way of 
a banking establishment undertaking the duties of county treasurer which could 
not be easily surmounted if the details of such an arrangement were deliberately 
entered upon. I have heard the evidence of Mr. Hamilton relative to the 
treasurers as regards the practice which prevails in the county of Dublin, and the 
only difference that would arise, as compared with that case, would be, that 
the bank being treasurer would not require checks to be signed by the foreman 
as at Dublin. The hank could always be guided as to the sums to be paid by 
the grand warrant, and the identification of the individuals who are entitled 
to the payment of presentments, and the vouchers to tlie bank for these pay- 
ments would, in point of fact, be the receipts of the persons entitled to receive 
the money. These receipts would be the vouchers for the debit side of the 
bank account. If they ever came to be demanded, it would be upon some 
authority from the county, which would warrant the bank in giving them up, 
or a particular detailed specification of them signed by some authorized officer J 
and such vouchers, while in the hands of the bank, would stand in the place of 
checks. This mode of proceeding would also apparently remove the objection 
stated by Mr. Hamilton, of the inconvenience experienced in Dublin by the 
treasurer not getting access to money for the pavmcnt of coroners’ and judges’ 
o^ers for witnesses, inasmuch as the secretary of the grand jury or the clerk 
of the Crown would be a competent person to certify that such a sum was due 
as coroners’ fees, or allowances to witnesses, and these could be always paid by 
the bank on the receipt of the coroner or party entitled to discharge them. 

^7.5- Could such small sums be paid as witness’s orders are frequently for? 

■ Yes, we pay checks for a few shillings occasionally. 

1876. In the arrangements for appointing the bank or any particular branch 
o treasurers for counties, do you contemplate the pajnnent of any salary 
payment of any thing to the bank for its services ?— 

, ^ would be understood that the use of the money while it lay in 

e hands of the bank would be an equivalent for any trouble they would* be 
put to in discharging the duties of treasurer. 



LIST 



Mr. R, Mvrray. 
23 June 1836. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



